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"I think FYI is very special because of the
genuine passion, commitment, and the
love the employees have for our mission:
to rescue children. I inform our clients
that everything they purchase for their
child, whether in our baby store or
somewhere else, eventually, these things
will wear out or have an expiration date.
But the information they will learn from
us is powerful knowledge they can share
with others and knowledge has no
expiration date."
- Julie Daniel, New Carlisle Parenting
Network Coordinator

HOW TO CONTACT US:
468 N. Dayton-Lakeview Rd. New Carlisle, OH 45344

(937) 845-0403
Website: www.fyiohio.org
Email: nikki@fyiohio.org

 
 



 
During a time of uncertainty, FYI made sure one thing was certain, they would follow through with their mission:
"Empowering Families, Providing Hope." Although the "how" might have changed, FYI made sure they were still able
to safely meet the needs of their clients.

"When the schools first shut down we created videos of our
program and sent them to the schools that were scheduled.
During this previous school year when we were unable to go into
the schools, we taught students virtually. We recently changed to
a new curriculum that has videos to supplement when we cannot
go into the classroom."                                                                          
- Real Life Teen Choices Director Rebecca Swearingen

 

"The COVID pandemic was a blessing in disguise, it allowed us to take a step back and
review the mentoring program and create additional avenues to mentor kids. As a result of
having the downtime, we were able to establish a deeper relationship with the Juvenile
Court System, the School of Innovation, and Ohio Game Changers youth sports program.
Jobs & Family services also became a new addition for mentee referrals as Case Workers
would send us kids that needed a mentor."                                                                                                 
- The Mentoring Program Director Bryan Moore

The Parenting Network

The Mentoring Program

Real Life Teen Choices

 Family & Youth Initiatives                                                                                                                                                             Page 2

The Parenting
Network began
having appointments
by phone and hosting
group classes via
Zoom. In an effort to
maximize their client
outreach, The
Parenting Network
launched a pilot
program that would
allow for a digital
based service. Due to
the success of the
pilot, The Parenting
Network has fully
adapted a new digital
curriculum.
“Conducive. Up to
date. Right there on
your phone.”                           
–  The Parenting
Network Director,
Amy Brown, on their
move to a digital
curriculum. 

In order to still collaborate
and plan, Gardening for
Health held Zoom
meetings to safely
maintain their plots. With
grocery shortages,
Gardening for Health
ramped up their efforts to
donate fresh, healthy
vegetables to local food
pantries. In the 2020
season, the gardening
team donated over 2,000
pounds of produce.  This
year, the gardening team
is well on their way to
exceeding last years
harvest. 

Gardening for Health



FYI Makes an Impact

 
FYI wasn't the only organization
that had to make adjustments in
how they serve others this past
year. "Just Serve" has provided
FYI with a group of volunteers
that Executive Director Nikki
Stefanow refers to as "my guys."
Since February 2021, up to 5
volunteers have come to FYI
weekly to assist in whatever is
needed. These volunteers have
disassembled cubicles, painted
walls, moved bookshelves,
demoed our Springfield Parenting
Network location, and the list
goes on. Everyone at FYI feels
very fortunate for all of their
assistance this past year. FYI
truly would have been unable to
accomplish much of what they
have without their help.

I heard about FYI from multiple family members who highly
recommended their Parenting Network. I also had a family member
who was a volunteer at the Parenting Network so I knew that if it came
with their approval, it must be good. Over the years I have utilized
multiple programs that they offer and have found them to be incredibly
useful. 
When my husband and I became engaged in 2013, my future mother-
in-law requested that we take FYI’s relationships course. I was a little
hesitant at first but can confidently say that it has been truly
instrumental in our ability to have successful communication skills.
Once I found out that I was pregnant with my oldest son, I jumped at
the opportunity to attend another program with FYI. I was an absolute
nervous wreck and wanted every possible opportunity to learn as much
as I could before he was born. One of the most helpful things for me
was being able to simply ask, “Is this normal?” I would often turn to
the internet for some clarification but that would lead to
misinformation and even more anxiety. The Parenting Network was
truly a security blanket for my sanity. I knew that I would receive
genuine and factual answers with zero judgment. My mentor, Carole,
also made sure to give me “lessons” in advance that outlined the next
stage of my pregnancy. Carole knew that I was incredibly nervous and
wanted to help me be as prepared as possible for what was to come.
Through Carole’s kindness and understanding, I was finally able to
enjoy my pregnancy. The lessons and advice I received gave me more
than helpful information; they gave me the ability to finally be
excited. When I became pregnant with my second son, I referred back
to those completed lessons countless times. I kept them all together in
a neat little folder that I should have labeled, “just breathe.” Even
though this was my second pregnancy, I still had so much that I was
able to learn from the Parenting Network. I was unable to nurse my
first son but knew that I really wanted to try again with my second
child. Carole made sure that I knew all the tips and tricks that would
aid me in my breastfeeding journey. She was incredibly patient, kind,
and humanized my feelings of uncertainty. Yes, my mentor made sure
that I knew to have plenty of snacks and a good book handy but she
also reminded me that I was a good mother. Time and time again she
would reiterate that no matter what the outcome of our lesson was that
day, my baby was fed. Her constant reassurance may have helped me
successfully nurse my youngest but more than anything, it gave me
back my confidence as a mother.           
- Former Parenting Network Client, mother of two

 

Since its inception in 1978, Family & Youth Initiatives has had a lasting impact
on countless clients they have served. Recently, FYI began writing down their
client's stories to share with others. This is one of the stories being shared at the
Harvesting Hope event. 
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"Just Serve" Aids FYI in Major Way 



 
From Nikki's Heart

The board has established an
investment fund to build
sustainability for FYI’s future
development. The plan is to
use generated interest as an
annual income for future
employee growth. Donors are
encouraged to select the
“Invest in the Future” option
on our donor page to help
support FYI’s success. A
percentage of FYI’s event
income will also be added to
the investment fund to
demonstrate FYI’s
commitment to achieving its
long-term goals. 

The link to donate can be
found on our website:
fyiohio.org. Click the red
"Donate" button to see all
donation options.
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As our Sept. 23 Harvesting Hope event draws near, I want to plant a seed with you. I am convinced it can have a N.I.C.E. impact on our mission and those we
have committed to serve. It is called a “micro-event.” A micro-event gives you an opportunity to take another step, connect with new potential champions, and
build community around our shared cause. The great thing is they don’t take much time and can be tailored to fit you and your personality. Recently, one of our
Lifechangers hosted a micro-event in his home. He invited friends and neighbors to share how he is involved in changing lives with FYI. This was a small,
intimate event that allowed him to introduce FYI’s mission and vision, and gauge what his guests’ interests were and how they might fit into our mission. 

Using this easy four-pronged outline, you can help coordinate your own micro-event in your home or during a night out.:

FYI
Transformations

Over the last year, our programs
and curriculums are not the only
part of FYI that has changed. Our
main office in New Carlisle
underwent a complete
transformation including:               
 - an inviting waiting area 
- new private offices 
- innovative virtual teaching area                             
- enclosed meeting room
- updated logo on our new digital        
sign 
 
We would love for you to come see
it for yourself.

The Board Report:
Investment Fund

N = Narrowly focused
I = Integrated
C = Call to action
E = Experiential 

Meet the newest members of our staff! Deb
Hicks and Cindy Summerfield may have only
recently joined FYI but they have already made a
huge impact! With over 40 years of education
experience between them, the Real Life Teen
Choices program was the perfect fit.

Q: What would you like people to know about you? 
Cindy Summerfield: I have been a substitute teacher for nearly 20 years, primarily
in the Tecumseh Local School district. In addition to spending time hiking in the
great outdoors, I enjoy art, yoga, reading, and spending time with friends and
loved ones. 
Deb Hicks: I taught in the public school system for 36 years until I retired this
past August. I like spending time with young people and getting to see the world
from their perspective. I have lived in the Clark County area most of my life and I
am looking forward to getting started with the new I Decide for Me curriculum
with kids.
Q: What brought you to FYI? 
Cindy: A trip to Aldi resulted in a friendly conversation that sparked my interest
and turned into a job. I am so thankful for this opportunity to be a part of the FYI
family.
Deb: I was made aware of FYI and its mission when my church began ancillary
prayers for servant groups in our area. I felt that this organization was so
important for changing the lives of young people. When I saw they needed
educators to travel to schools and deliver the program, I reached out to Rebecca
and Nikki and have become certain this is where I was meant to be.
Q: Why do you want to be here?
Cindy: Being on the FYI Real Life Teen Choices team gives me an opportunity to
help young people realize their value and develop the tools needed to make
healthy life choices. Life can be hard; if I can lighten the load for even a few
students, it will be worth the effort.
Deb: Learning the curriculum and the various facts and statistics to share with
students has been fun and I am looking forward to using this knowledge with
students. I hope to impact as many kids as possible with the information they
need to make healthy choices and build relationships.

If you’d like a list of ideas to get you
started, please feel free to call the
office at 937-845-0403 or email me at
Nikki@FYIohio.org.

Counting It All Joy,
Nikki

 


