
   FYI Executive Director Nikki Stefanow has been given a grand vision of 
FYI’s future, and if you want to get a glimpse of it just stop into FYI’s office. 
   We are in the middle of phase one of a major facility upgrade with modern 
updates that reflect our recent forward progression, creating optimal 
organization in an ultra-efficient service-focused environment. We are doing it 
with a lot of help from our friends. 
   “I’m all about making due with stuff, but when a generous donor asks, ‘What 
do you need in order to better fulfill your mission?’ and then helps fund it, that’s 
a God thing,” Nikki said. “We’ve needed this for a long time, we just didn’t 
have the money to do it.” 
   FYI is thankful for what it’s been given and used it to the best of our abilities. 
But Nikki feels we need to be able to better adapt. 
   “It’s about moving forward; it’s about what we need now,” she said. “The 
way we were set up in the past worked well for what we were doing. With 
COVID, we had to revamp our approach and our space to meet that challenge.” 
   That’s why our old conference room is being revamped, to provide our Real 
Life Teen Choices educators with their own space where they can effectively do 
virtual teaching. Thanks to COVID, that need became immediately pressing. 
   “This facility upgrade is going to allow our team to function in a much more 
efficient way,” Nikki said. “It’s also been boosting their morale. They are 
excited about having some new, updated space to work in.” 
   RLTC Director Rebecca Swearingen agrees that the changes are very helpful, 
especially since more virtual teaching is needed. 
   “When I have to do a video meeting, or training, or a webinar and I’m out 
here now, it is super distracting,” she said. “With the remodeling, I’ll be able to 
have uninterrupted meetings. I can be more productive and effective.” 
   If you’d like to help or just want to stop in, call us at (937) 845-0403.  
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Parenting Network 
partners with Dayton 
charter high school 
   Teenage pregnancy can be a very scary 
thing with a young girl not knowing what 
to do or where to turn. It’s a time when 
she needs a lot of help and support, but 
may not know how to get it, especially if 
she doesn’t have a supportive family. 
   If that happens to a teen at Liberty High 
School, a charter school located at 140 N. 
Keowee St. in Dayton, she can now turn 
to FYI’s Parenting Network, which is in 
partnership with the school. A member of 
the PN staff goes to the school weekly to 
bring the life-changing education and 
support to expecting students who choose 
to take advantage of it. Just like the PN’s 
in-office program, completed training 
earns the parents Baby Bucks, which can 
be used to shop in our Baby Store for 
items needed in preparation for or after 
the arrival of their new bundle of joy. 
   PN Director Amy Brown said, “It all 
started with a connection to a friend via a 
Facebook post. When I called her and 
said, ‘We can help you,’ she was already 
somewhat aware of our program since we 
already knew each other. As we talked, I 
discovered that we could actually go to 
the facility because many students don’t 
have transportation to get to us.” 
   This prompted us to think outside of the 
box, representing another way FYI is 
attempting to expand the scope of our 
service capabilities. 
   “We are trying to be innovative and 
organic in the way we service our 
clients,” Amy said. “We are paving our 
path, but we don’t know where it will 
lead yet. One thing COVID has taught us 
is that we can do things differently.” 
   While the program is new at Liberty, it 
is already making an impact. 
   “(So far) we've gotten three new clients 
out of it,” Amy said. “Even if it is just 
one person, we are helping one more 
person than we did yesterday. It is a great 
opportunity for FYI and the Parenting 
Network.” 
   If you’d like to help by mentoring 
young parents, call us at 937-845-0403. 

FYI’s office gets a facelift 
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Mentoring adjusts 
methods to the times 

  During the throes of an isolating 
pandemic, FYI added a new 
Mentoring Program initiative that is 
already impacting struggling Clark 
County teens and their families. 
   FYI has started an evening group 
initiative at CoHatch The Market in 
downtown Springfield that equips 
troubled teens with transformational 
relationship and coping skills. 
   Prior to COVID-19, the MP only 
met with students through schools 
on their campuses during school 
hours. Then the pandemic hit, 
which shut down schools and shut 
FYI out as well. 
   “This team has revamped our pro-
gram in such creative ways, mainly 
with the thinking, ‘We’ve got to 
reach these kids; we can’t let them 
fall through the cracks,’” said FYI 
Executive Director Nikki Stefanow.  
   The group includes teens from the 
new Dually Involved Youth (DIY) 
program, launched at the Clark 
County Juvenile Detention Center 
to help progressively at-risk 
children who are in the child 
welfare & juvenile justice systems. 
   MP Co-Coordinator Julie Driskill 
spoke about one example of impact. 
   “This grandma who has 13 
grandchildren brought her 
granddaughter a couple of weeks 
ago and thought it was just another 
place she was told to come,” she 
said. “She was just so tired & weary 
trying to help her grandchildren. 
But they saw right away what we 
were doing and by the end of her 
first session, she liked it so much, 
she asked if she could bring her 
daughter and other grandchildren.” 
   “The key is having the family unit 
work together instead of against 
each other,” said MP Co-Director 
Bryan Moore. “This program helps 
break down some barriers.” 

   The blessings have truly been free-flowing within FYI’s mission lately, so much 
so that this quarterly feature is ever-expanding. These are just a few of the things 
that have come about in 2021’s first three months that we are forever thankful for: 
* Our one-word focus program has been inspiring, with nearly every staff member 
and volunteer participating. We now have a board up in our office where everyone 
can list their one word – a constant reminder that will inspire and encourage. 
* Our board has birthed an initiative that will instill an FYI-wide effort to promote 
human trafficking awareness through our programs. Newest board member Ryan 
Wallace made a presentation recently of an impactful and detailed strategic plan. 
* Our office renovation (see our front page) is moving ahead at a speed that can 
only be explained by God’s amazing power and favor. It is very clear that God 
prompted our first major donor to get this rolling, and we have no doubt He will 
provide exactly what’s needed for it to become all that he intended it to be. 
* The “Just Serve” volunteers from the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-day 
Saints have been so helpful and amazing. They have volunteered faithfully to help 
with our renovation every Thursday morning in February and now in March. 

COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS! 

Real Life impacting teens virtually 
   One of the key concerns facing nonprofits as the pandemic limits in person  
interaction is how much 
impact their virtual 
alternatives are having on 
the people they serve. 
   For FYI’s Real Life 
Teen Choices program, 
reaching students virtually 
hasn’t felt as “personal” as 
it has in years past. But 
thankfully the education 
we offer is still hitting the 
mark for students who 
have participated. 
   RLTC educates 
teenagers in a school 
setting on topics such as sexual risk avoidance, STDs, teen pregnancy, 
internet/media safety, pornography, dating violence, healthy relationships, healthy 
coping skills, and consent. 
   At the end of each program, students complete a survey asking them what they 
liked and disliked about the program, what we could do better and what they wish 
we had spent more time on. We also ask them if anything we talked about during 
the week changed their opinion on that topic. 
   “The responses that we get in our student comments since going virtual are 
similar to what we’ve had before,” said RLTC Director Rebecca Swearingen. 
“They give positive feedback about the program and its content. They say things 
like, ‘These are things that need to be talked about and every teen should know’ 
and ‘I didn’t realize STDs are so common and so easy to get’ and ‘I didn’t realize 
dating violence is so common and that it is not just physical.’” 
   What we are not seeing on their comment sheets are the personal connection 
comments, like, “She was so fun and engaging” or “I felt like she really cared 
about me” so we’re not getting the personal impact we did before. “I wish it was in
-person instead,” is something the students, teachers and educators all agree on. 
   “Even when we’re in person, we are all masked, so there is still human 
interaction we are missing,” she said. “The nonverbal interaction is not there, be it 
virtual or in-person. Despite this, they are still getting the message.” 
   Even with these frustrations there’s an upside.  
   “For those that may not be willing to go out of their comfort zone and speak up 
with a difficult question in the classroom setting, they are able to ask that question 
in the chat box,” she said. “There’s always positives in every situation.” 
   We are seeking an Educator to join our team. If interested, call (937) 845-0403.  
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Community garden 
preps for ’21 season 

   It’s hard to grasp right now when 
everything is covered by white most 
of the time, but the 2021 FYI 
community garden season is just 
around the corner. Gardening For 
Health Director Jim Tipton, in his 
third year at FYI, has been busy 
laying the groundwork for another 
successful season of gardening. 
   Over the past two years, FYI’s 
community gardeners have donated 
over 3,400 pounds of produce to 
local community food pantries. Last 
season alone, they donated over 
2,000 pounds, with seven families 
doing their own plots and helping 
with specially designated 
community plots. Jim would like to 
have at least 10 families this year. 
Anyone interested in being a part of 
this year’s group should contact Jim 
ASAP at (937) 206-4372. They 
hold monthly cookouts and dinners 
to promote unity and teamwork. 
   “In a lot of ways, we are one big 
happy family,” said Jim. “We really 
enjoy each other, and we enjoy 
gardening.” 
   Each of the gardeners were given 
lights to use in their home to grow 
their own starter plants for 2021. 
   “We started cabbage the second 
week of February,” Jim said. “We 
will also start tomatoes and peppers 
indoors in early April. 
   “My company (GE Aviation) 
donated the lights and FYI bought 
the wood to build the light stands,” 
he continued. “We’re always look-
ing to save money. Last year, we 
started saving more seeds out of the 
plants we grew. That may not seem 
like much, but a pack of seeds is $2-
$3. If you have a big area like we 
do, it adds up pretty quickly.” 
   Jim said the gardeners’ goal is to 
donate at least 2,000 pounds of 
produce to food pantries in 2021. 

Parenting Network adds three 
   Three recent additions to the Parenting Network’s staff have brought a breath of 
fresh air into the FYI family with their shared love of God and hearts for service. 
   “We are very grateful to have these ladies as part of the Parenting Network. They 
have a heart for our mission and purpose,” said Parenting Network Director Amy 
Brown, who just joined the FYI family last year. 
   Anna Kennedy: Our new Fairborn Coordinator, Anna, is not new to FYI’s 
mission. She joined our team in August but had been 
with us as part of the Women’s Network from 1997-
2009, as a volunteer then as a Network Coordinator.  
   “I love mentoring and I love organization,” she said of 
her return. “I feel both are gifts God has given me, and I 
am able to utilize them here. There is nothing more 
rewarding than doing a job that makes a difference.” 
Anna knows FYI has a lasting impact on its clients. 
   “I love being a part of something that leaves a lasting 
impact on not just the lives of the children but also the lives of (all) who come to 
see us,” she said. “I believe God has called me to do this to glorify Him. I have 
already enjoyed being a part of a community with the same goals in mind. I just 
want to do my ‘God Job.’ ” 
   Tiffany Olwin: Tiffany has been with the Fairborn office as its assistant for 
three months. For her, being a part of FYI was an 
answer to a longing God gave her. 
   “The atmosphere and mission of FYI caught my 
attention and I just had to learn more,” said Tiffany, 
who is also training to be a peer counselor. “For years I 
felt God was leading me in a certain direction but was 
unsure where until a position at FYI came open. I was 
able to use my life experience and my passion for 
uplifting others to serve not only our communities, but 
our Lord alongside many other incredible people who make it possible.” 
   She’s already felt the impact of being in a serving environment. “I have seen my 
faith grow each day, not just within myself, but in our clients and my co- workers.” 
   Sean Mercer: Sean joined us as the assistant in our Springfield office, having 
also being introduced to FYI as a volunteer. 
   “I did volunteer work at the Parenting Network in 
2018 and fell in love with the network, Nikki (Stefanow, 
Executive Director) and the mission,” she said. “I enjoy 
helping our clients and giving back to the community. 
It’s an amazing feeling to work with the community and 
watch the ladies and gents earn supplies for their babies/
children and earn while they learn. I hope to continue on 
the mission of selfless service and commitment.” 

     FYI is a faith-based, non-profit organization that relies on generous giving which 
starts with God and comes through our champions. All donations help us positively 
impact the children and families He brings to us. Here are all the ways you can give: 

Of your resources 
1. One-time or monthly online through our website www.fyiohio.org. 
2. Call us at (937) 845-0403 to donate or ask for info to mail in a donation. 
3. Call our office to arrange for an in-kind donation of items. (For specific items 
that the Parenting Network accepts, call our office.) 
4. Sign up for the Kroger Community Rewards program at www.kroger.com and 
designate FYI as your charity. A percentage of your purchases is donated. 
5. Sign up for Amazon Smile at www.smile.amazon.com and designate FYI 
annually and we will receive .5 percent of all your Amazon purchases. 

Of your time: 
1. Just call us and we’ll get you set up right away in an area that fits your skills. 
2. Become an intern (year-round) or do community service hours with us. 

EASY WAYS TO GIVE TO FYI 

Kennedy 

Olwin 

Mercer 
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   We have been 
blessed with a new 
Volunteer Coordina-
tor, Pat Fraley, who 
will be giving of 
herself to collaborate 
with our volunteers 
as they help those we 
serve. We asked her a few questions 
so that you can get to know her a 
little better: 
   What is your background? She’s 
a retired school bus driver for Troy 
Christian, Bethel and Miami East. “I 
exert my authority, no problem with 
that. I have about 500 grandkids this 
way. It was a ministry for me. As a 
person, I gained confidence in 
ministry. And I gained tons and tons 
of friends.” She has been a Sunday 
School teacher 35 years and attends 
Medway Church. “I am blessed and 
humbled.” She also sells 
Tupperware on the side. 
   What is your family like? She’s 
married with five kids and six 
(almost seven) grandchildren. They 
are a very close-knit family, often 
camping together. Daughter Amber 
and granddaughter Savannah have 
volunteered at FYI in the past. “My 
grandchildren are the only perfect 
human beings I have ever met in my 
life (at least in her eyes). I don’t care 
about anyone else’s eyes” she added 
with a laugh. Her family has lots of 
connections to the medical field. 
   What are your passions? “I’m an 
activator. I love to get people 
working in their Ephesians 2:10 
capacity. I use encouragement, 
education, support and recognition.” 
   Why did you join the FYI team? 
“I called Nikki (Stefanow, FYI’s 
Executive Director) wanting to 
volunteer, not knowing what I could 
do. It was obvious that she needed 
somebody to get people to volunteer 
(which fit Pat’s skill set perfectly). 
The pandemic is quite a challenge. 
You’ve got to get out and ask 
people, and that’s what I’m doing. I 
was pretty jazzed (about doing it) 
after talking with Nikki.” 
   How do you hope to impact the 
FYI mission? “I hope to bless FYI 
with the volunteers and support that 
the staff needs, and at the same time 
to instill confidence and usefulness 
in the volunteers God calls here.” 

FYI’S ‘GIVING TUESDAY’ AT RUDY’S SMOKEHOUSE IS MAY 18 

   For the second straight year, Family 
and Youth Initiatives is participating in 
Rudy’s Smokehouse restaurant’s 
annual Giving Tuesdays program. On 
May 18 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., you 
can dine at Rudy’s (2222 S. Limestone 
St., Springfield) and show this coupon 
and 50 percent of your purchase will be 
donated to FYI. Last year, thanks to 
Rudy’s generosity and your help we 
raised over $400. We’d love to double 
that this year. But we can’t do it without you. Do you and/or your co-workers go 
out for lunch from time to time? Or more likely during this time, order in? If so, 
how about Rudy’s on May 18? Call us at (937) 845-0403 with any questions. 

FYI VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT FROM NIKKI’S HEART 

   At Family & Youth Initiatives, being pro-life means being dedicated to 
engaging, equipping, and encouraging 
children and families in a more 
comprehensive way. 
   It means more than just rescuing a baby 
from abortion; it’s about providing hope 
and helping people from conception to 
death. It’s about enabling people to live 
the life that God has called them to live 
and promoting that. 
   FYI helps women throughout their 
pregnancy. Then once their baby is born, 
FYI helps parents develop skills that keep that baby safe and provide stability for 
that baby and the parents as the child grows up. 
   When they move into those elementary years, it is helping those kids feel safe. A 
lot of them aren’t growing up in a safe environment. Their home is often filled 
with dysfunction, addiction and trauma, which we want to help reduce. 
   The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) assessment test factors in 10 areas 
of trauma that can happen as a child grows up, major things like loss of parents, 
addictions at home, and abuse. If four or more happen to the child before the age 
of 18, there’s a higher risk of the child gravitating to life-destroying choices like 
addiction, dropping out of school, unhealthy relationships and health issues. If we 
can eliminate just one of those, we can impact that life in a significant way. 
   What determines success for a child despite a high ACES score? The difference 
is that one person invested in and believed in you, helped you add resiliency. That 
person may only be there temporarily, but they make a difference. Oprah’s 
(Winfrey) person was her second-grade teacher. For me, it is my husband. That’s 
why it's important to me to have people at FYI who love our clients. We might be 
their “one person.” If staff members can’t love the ones we serve, they can’t be 
here at FYI. It’s about giving them life to its fullest, to experience in their life what 
provides joy and happiness. It’s about the fact that everybody matters. 
   So when we’re talking about pro-life that’s what we are talking about. We’re 
talking about parents getting a chance to be good parents. I don’t want them to 
lose their children to child services, because then they lose hope. I’ve seen that 
happen. It destroys their life. 
   FYI’s approach to being pro-life is preventative and proactive, not reactive. 
   Everyone should be allowed to live their life to the fullest. Telling them that they 
are not valued is wrong. God made each and every one of us for a specific reason, 
and we need the opportunity to do the things He’s called us to do. 

Counting It All Joy, 
Nikki 

Being pro-life is comprehensive for FYI 


