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Sunday, April 7

• Coupons for Military
• Jewish Jumpers
• Spring Session

Thursday, April 11
• Rabbi Lunch and Learn

Friday, April 12

• Erev Shabbat service,
including our “thank you”
to Emily Tummons

Saturday, April 13
• Beth Torah Bash

Sunday, April 14
• Jewish Jumpers

Friday, April 19

• First Seder night:
NO EREV SHABBAT
WORSHIP

Saturday, April 20

• NO SICHAT SHABBAT
• Shabbat and 1st Day of
Passover Worship

Friday, April 26

• Last day of Passover with Yizkor
service
• Office Closed
• Chametz filled Nosh

Sunday, April 28
• Jewish Jumpers

Visit
https://bit.ly/2UGujNq
for the complete Beth Torah
April calendar

Shabbat Schedule
• Erev Shabbat
• Nosh: 6:00 p.m.
• Worship: 6:30 p.m.
• Shabbat morning
• Sichat Shabbat: 9:00 a.m.
• Worship: 10:30 a.m.

The

Beth Torah Bash

Celebrating 30 Years
SATURDAY • APRIL 13, 2019 • 7:00–10:00 P.M.
CBT’s 30th Anniversary yearlong
celebration will be coming to a close,
but not without one last ADULT ONLY
big evening of FUN! FUN! FUN! Only
Beth Torah would have so many fun
activities planned in one evening. We
will begin the evening with a beautiful
Havdalah, followed by wonderful, very
filling appetizers and adult beverages.
Then, dance the night away to the
Jewbie Brothers, including not just
one special guest, but a surprise one,
as well. A parody is being written just

for the evening by our very own Estelle
Edelbaum and Vic Finkelstein.
A silent auction that promises to be
bigger and better than ever before!
There will be lots of great items in
various price categories to tempt you.
This will include many restaurant gift
certificates ranging from family-style
to dress up restaurants. We will have
tickets for museums, movie theaters
and entertainment venues. Let’s not
forget the homemade food items.
There will be something for everyone!

We look forward to seeing you on April 13th.

Tickets are on sale now at: beth-torah.org/beth-torah-bash

Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern
Reform Jewish congregation
where everyone matters.
Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces
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Responds

Energizes
Inspires
Connects
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A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

An Open Door
There is long tradition to think about the
needy as part of every Jewish celebration.
Before lighting the Shabbat candles, we
are asked to “feed the pushke,” to give
tzedakah. At Purim, we are asked to send
“gifts for the needy,” matanot la’eviyonim,
and at Pesach, it is a great mitzvah, both
an obligation and a good deed, to make
it possible for others to welcome the
festival with a Seder by providing what
is needed for the meal. In partnership
with JFS, we are collecting Passover food
items, and we are doing just that: We are
making sure that the indigent among us
who may want to have a Seder at home,
will be able to do so.
Another way of showing our concern
for the needy is by hosting people at our
Seder. According to the Talmud, Rav
Huna would open the door of his house
and announce, “Let all who are in need
come and eat.” This tradition is kept in
the opening words for the Magid (Narrative) section of the Passover Haggadah.
We recite it in Aramaic, the vernacular
language of the Jews in post-Biblical
times, to be sure everyone understands
it: “Let all who are hungry, come and

eat; Let all who are
in need, come and
share the Pesach meal.”
The tradition of hospitality at the Seder
is not limited to the needy, but it should
extend to anyone who may not be able to
arrange and host their own meal. It is an
opportunity for each one of us to “open
our doors” to fellow congregants and to
make a connection. This year, Beth Torah
wants to create a network of hospitality
so that none of our members, whether a
newcomer or a single individual of any
age, need to spend the holiday alone. The
connections will not be done by me or
our staff, but rather, by each one of you.
Beginning on April 1st, we will have a
place in our Facebook group where you
can indicate your willingness to “open
your doors,” on Friday, April 19th. I
know, not everyone who may need a
place will look online! Then, we invite
you to reach out to the members you
think may not have a place for Seder, and
let them know that so and so has a place.
It will help us all make a connection and
do a mitzvah.
This Passover, let us all open our doors!

 דלת פתוחהDelet P’tucha
This year open your door at the Seder and let us
share our table with our Beth Torah community.
Visit our Facebook group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/49146824738/
and post that you have a Delet P’tucha offer, and share your
email and how many spots are open at your table.
Or email Laura Intfen at lintfen@beth-torah.org
with the same information by April 3rd,
so your offer can appear in our April 5th CBT E-News.
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President’s Corner
This is the
month when
Emily will be
stepping down
as our Music
Director, so
I wanted to
offer some reflections on her time here at
Beth Torah, which began in 2014. You
may recall, at that time, within a matter
of months, our previous Music Director,
Linda Sweenie, left for another job and
Rabbi Levin retired. So there was a certain
amount of uncertainty and anxiety in
the air when Emily came on board. But
she brushed all that aside with her talent,
commitment and passion, building on the
effort of Judith Evnen, who had stepped
in when Linda left. During her first two
years, Emily played a significant role in
re-establishing our identity and providing
reassurance that a bright future lay ahead.
She respected old traditions and created
some new ones, all the while delivering
music that was beautiful, inspiring and
entirely in keeping with our goal of creating a seamless worship experience.
As time went on, Emily was inspired to
create new opportunities for using music
to express and experience spirituality.
These include the Shabbat Huddle, the
New Moon Lab, Contemplation Night
and the Spring Session. Emily also set
As you know, last October we announced
that Emily would not be renewing her
contract with Beth Torah when it expires
later this year. Since then we have been
working together to create a plan to
achieve a smooth music transition. Per
that plan we have agreed that Emily will
lead the worship music team for the last
time on Erev Shabbat, April 5th, bringing
her five years of service to Beth Torah
full circle in an amazingly fitting and
satisfying way. The date of Emily’s very
first Shabbat on the bimah at Beth Torah,
coincidentally or not, was also April 5th—
in 2014.
Emily’s last day of working at Beth Torah
will be on Friday, April 12th. That evening

Barry Katz, President

bkatz12306@gmail.com

about to broaden participation by creating, on top of the already existing Adult
Choir, the Men’s Group, the Women’s
Group, the Kids Choir and other special
ensembles for special occasions along the
way—including the 108-member Intergenerational Chorus that sang at Rabbi
Cattapan’s installation. This gave many
more congregants (including me) the
chance to be involved with music at Beth
Torah and gain a greater appreciation for
all the details that go into putting together the musical aspects of our worship. The
music we hear is the culmination of an
incredible amount of planning, coordination, attention to detail and creativity,
all of which Emily embraces and executes
with gusto.
Emily’s tenure with us will end on a very
high note with the fourth Spring Session
to take place on Sunday, April 7th. She
will lead the music team at worship for
the last time on Erev Shabbat, April 5th.
The following week (April 12th), she
won’t be leading our music, but she will
be at services to receive your good wishes
on her very last day as our music director.
Over these next two weeks, I hope all of
you will take the opportunity to express
your gratitude to Emily for her many
contributions to Beth Torah during the
last five years.
she will join us at Erev Shabbat services
where we will more formally thank her for
her ongoing contributions to Beth Torah
over the last five years.
And don’t forget the Spring Session,
created and produced by Emily, to take
place on Sunday, April 7th. That will be
the last event she leads for us and will
allow her to finish up on a truly high note.
Upon Emily’s departure, and until her
successor is found, Rabbi Cattapan will
be coordinating the musical aspects of
our worship and utilizing the roster of talented musicians and singers that you are
used to seeing on our bimah and leading
our prayers.

Congregation
Beth Torah
Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 5th
10:15 a.m.
in the sanctuary
Timeline of the day:
9:00 a.m.
Bagel breakfast and community time
(wear your nametags please)
9:30 a.m.
T’filah in the sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Mourner’s Kaddish in the
Memorial Room
10:15 a.m.
Annual meeting in the sanctuary
Our treasurer, Howard Pitler, will be
holding budget Q & A meetings.
Join him in the ulam:
Wednesday, April 17th, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 28th, 10:15-11:15 a.m.
If you receive a paper copy of the
Tekiah, then you will receive a paper
copy of the Annual Meeting packet
by April 19th. If you receive the
Tekiah by email then you will receive
the packet by email on or about that
same day.
If you are unable to attend the
meeting, please fill out a proxy
card and return it physically or
electronically by May 5th.
As we conclude the celebration
of our 30th year, come hear a
summary of this past year and the
bright future being forged Within
Our Walls.
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Thank you Beth Torah for participating in 100 Days of Giving. It’s a fun way to celebrate someone or something in your life, and everyone
enjoys the big calendar in the Ulam and the postings on Facebook. Since we extended past 100 days into March Madness, there are a few days
left. Snatch them up, or wait to see which days we’ll celebrate next year.

November

January

23 Miccole & Nathan Bowen: In honor
of Jack’s 10th birthday
24 Barry & Linda Katz: In honor of
the generosity of everyone who
participated in our High Holy Day
Appeal
27 Linda Zappulla: In honor of Giving
Tuesday
28 Marcia & Larry Rittmaster: In honor
of our 53rd wedding anniversary

1 Rabbis Jon & Monica Kleinman: In
honor of Monica’s birthday
2 Kerry & Robert Miller: In honor of
Oscar Miller’s 16th birthday
3 Lauren Aaronson & Phil Meltzer: In
honor of our wedding anniversary
5 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of
Laura’s birthday
6 Kelly Kaplan: In honor of Jim’s
birthday
12 Stan Osman: In honor of Mark’s
birthday
13 Carol Ducak: In honor of my birthday
14 Ron Wolfson: In honor of grandson
Gabe Hall’s 6th birthday!
18 Aaron Tarjan: Thank you for saying
“I do” 15 years ago today! You’re
the love of my life.
19 Tarjans of Kansas: In honor of
Grandma Froma on becoming a Bat
Mitzvah. It’s never too late!
20 Pitler Family: In honor of Tu Bishvat,
the New Year for Trees and a total
lunar eclipse (maximum eclipse will
be at 11:12 p.m.)
21 Laura & Tim Intfen: In honor of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
22 Andrew & Emily Kerstein: In honor
of Beatrice’s 5th birthday
23 Mike & Barbara Ginsberg: In honor
of our 20th wedding anniversary
24 Deb Bass & Samantha
Hammontree: share with pride the
purchase of January 24th in honor
of Jennifer Savner Levinson for her
work as the Community Outreach
Coordinator for SPEAK UP and her
tireless work to reduce the stigma of
mental health illness as she opens
up conversation around the deadly
symptoms that can be the result of
these illnesses
25 Kerry & Robert Miller: In honor of
Greta Miller’s 20th birthday

December
2 Peter & Cindy Schmidt: In honor of
Cindy’s birthday
4 Nancy Solomon: Remembering my
mother, Sadie Sobol on her birthday
6 Board of Trustees: In honor of CBT’s
Scholar-in-Residence, Dr. Ron Wolfson
7 Alisa Kartch: In honor of my birthday
8 Rabbi Javier Cattapan & Kris Gray:
In celebration of Fado’s 2nd birthday
11 Andrea & Jay Zwibelman: In honor
of Hannah’s 32nd birthday
16 Andrew & Emily Kerstein: In honor
of Jonathan’s 9th birthday
21 The Stowe Family: In honor of
Bella’s Bat Mitzvah
22 Zachary Zwibelman: It’s my actual
birthday!
25 Valery Tokar: In memory of his
mother on her birthday
26 Shanny & Eric Morgenstern: In
honor of Eric’s birthday
27 Mike Ginsberg: In honor of the one
year remembrance of my father,
Ed Ginsberg
28 Alyssa Schildhorn: In remembrance
of my mother on her birthday
29 Allison Roodman: In honor of Stella’s
birthday and Bat Mitzvah
31 Dan & Darcy Hill: In honor of our
wedding anniversary

27 Betsy Wanger: In celebration of the
most supportive and kind mother-inlaw. Happy Birthday Laka Slavsky!

February
2 The Board of Trustees: In celebration
of our founding rabbi, Rabbi Mark
Levin’s 70th birthday
3 Scott Franklin: In loving memory of
my sister, Gaye Franklin
11 Steve Cooper: In honor of my
birthday tomorrow!
12 Sandy & Steve Geduldig: In honor of
our wedding anniversary
13 Sharon & Jeff Altman: In honor of
the CBT Blood Drive: 10 years of
saving lives!
14 Javier Cattapan & Kris Gray: In
celebration of the 22nd anniversary of
our first date
15 The Board of Trustees: In honor of the
Beth Torah Bash tickets going on sale
and in appreciation of the committee’s
hard work planning the party!
16 Mike & Barbara Ginsberg: In honor
of Daniel’s 18th birthday
17 Jennifer Levinson: Today is Random
Act of Kindness Day!
18 Bobby & Mary Young: In honor of
Isaac’s birthday
20 Steve Cooper: In honor of Charles
Cooper’s birthday
22 The Balanoff Family: In honor of
Simon’s Bar Mitzvah
28 Stephanie Fleetwood: In honor of my
17th birthday

5 Valery Tokar: In memory of my
dearest father, Israel Birenbaum
12 Judy & Lloyd Hellman: In memory
of Aunt Ethel Firestone, who lovingly
raised Judy and Marcia
13 Linda Zappulla: In honor of Jeff
Salin, D.O., Orthopedic Surgeon
who has replaced hips and knees
for many Beth Torah members with
great medical results and a congenial
bedside manner
20 Chuck Gensler: For all the kind people
at Congregation Beth Torah
28 Mike & Barbara Ginsberg: In honor
of Hannah’s 16th birthday
29 Jo-Ann Harris: In honor of my
birthday

April
2 Carol Bat Chana Ducak: In memory
of my mother Janeth (who would
have been 104)
5 Jesus Gutierrez: In honor of Barbara’s
upcoming birthday on April 14th
7 Henri Goettel: In honor of Emily
Tummons, who has added a layer of
meaning and beauty to our community
through her leadership of all aspects
of our music team. I am grateful for
her contributions and will miss her
enormously.
8 Genna Stowe: In honor of my mother,
Ann Blumberg’s birthday tomorrow.
The best mother and friend anyone
could ever ask for!

March
1 Alisa Kartch: In loving celebration of
Julie Kaplan’s birthday and in loving
memory of Joyce W. Kartch (Feb. 28)
2 The Fisher/Raymond Family: In
honor of Shoshana’s Bat Mitzvah
4 Rachel Bolter: In honor of “National
Progress Day” and in memory of my
grandparents, Howard & Anne Jacobs
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Connections

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.org

“When two human beings engage each other in a face-toface encounter, relationship exists in the between. It is in that
space that relationship can turn into ‘engagement.’ The goal of
Relational Judaism is to foster the relationships that will bring
people into deep, lasting engagement with the Jewish experience.’’ From Relational Judaism, Using the Power of Relationships
to Transform the Jewish Community by Dr. Ron Wolfson.
Dr. Ron Wolfson came to share stories, ideas and community
with us in December. In a session with Beth Torah’s lay leadership he shared the nine levels of relationships. He explained that
relationships are formed by what happens between, or in the
connection. The Hebrew term for this space is bayn. As there are
now nine months until High Holy Days, and nine levels of relationships, I would like to share with you all, over the next nine
months, the bayns of our existence. Look for more information
about Relational Judaism at Beth Torah during the High Holy
Days of 2019, but in the meantime, you can look to this space
to put Dr. Wolfson’s teachings into your Beth Torah life.
The Fourth Level: Bayn Adam l’Yahadut—Jewish Living
As I met with a prospective member family, I was gently interrupted a few times by co-workers and a couple of members that
had stopped in my office with questions. Luckily, I happen to
know the answers to the questions posed to me and after about
6 or 7 of these questions, the seven-year-old that had come to
check out Beth Torah with their parents looked up at me with
shiny eyes and proclaimed, “You are just like Google.”
I have told this story to a few people over the years with a smile
and a little pride. After learning about Dr. Wolfson’s Fourth
Level, I don’t know that I want to tell it anymore. I don’t want
to be like Google. I want to be like AAA.
Dr. Wolfson recounts his own AAA experiences of sitting face to
face with a concierge to plan the route for upcoming journeys.
I myself have done this also and have enjoyed the experiences.
Now I use my GPS when I travel to see my children in Michigan and Denver. I have my route and use it for every trip, never
straying to see what I might be missing. Siri never recommends
a shop, restaurant or site unless I know what to ask for. I miss
personal recommendations.
Everything that a synagogue offers can be found online. Well,
almost everything. You can shop, learn, donate and even drop
in on an online worship service with mouse clicks and Google
searches. But where is the concierge? How does Beth Torah, as a
Jewish organization promote, Yahadut, or “Jewish living”?
There is a highlighted map of regulations of relationships offered
in Jewish writings. The “who” and “why” of our interactions
with sick people, mourners, animals, food and children are answered not only in the texts of our ancestors but the discussion
with our peers.

A perfect opportunity to have these
discussions is already scheduled on
the Jewish calendar every week. This
is the journey meant for us to travel
together. Shabbat is a covenant of
time.
“The people Israel shall observe the Shabbat, to maintain it as
the everlasting covenant through all generations.” Exodus 31:16
Dr. Wolfson shares this quote from a congregational leader
he met during his travels, “We thought Shabbat would be a
doorway to relationships. We learned that relationships are a
doorway to Shabbat.”
To achieve the Fourth Level of Relational Judaism, let the Beth
Torah community, and the faces that are here, be YOUR concierge to Yahadut, Jewish living in April:
• Come to Shabbat morning worship on April 20th and ask the
person next to you how their Seder was.
• Bring your favorite Kosher for Passover recipe to me before
Passover and let me share it on the Beth Torah Facebook.
• Study with our rabbis on Shabbat mornings at 9:00 a.m. and
confirm, or reconfirm your dedication to learning. Share an
idea, a cup of coffee, or even a laugh or two while you learn.
Continued on the bottom of page 10

Beth Torah Summer Office Hours
Please note a change in the days and hours
that our office is open from June 3rd-August 26th:
Monday: Office Closed
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Passover Week Worship
Friday night, April 19th: First Seder night.
There will be NO Erev Shabbat services.
10:30 a.m. Saturday morning, April 20th:
Shabbat and 1st day Passover worship services.
10:30 a.m. Friday morning, April 26: Last day of
Passover with Yizkor service. We welcome our sister
congregation, The Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah
to join us.
6:00 p.m. Friday night, April 26th: Chametz-filled
Nosh sponsored by the CBT Ethical Food Committee.
6:30 p.m. Friday night, April 26th: Erev Shabbat services.
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Religious School

Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.org

Middah of the Month: Shmirat HaGuf v’Nefesh
Guarding our Bodies and Souls
We have had a great few weeks discussing
our latest middah, guarding our bodies
and our souls. From playing safely to
eating healthy foods, we have a responsibility to ourselves and our tradition to
cherish the gift of our bodies. We have
also discussed going to the doctor when
something isn’t right with our bodywhether a broken bone or the flu.
Judaism across denominations places a
high value on visiting the doctor and
utilizing modern medicine to help us live
our best lives. Maimonides tells us that
“God created food and water; we must
use them in staving off hunger and thirst.
God created drugs and compounds and
gave us the intelligence necessary to discover their medicinal properties; we must
use them in warding off illness and disease.”[1] The mitzvah of pikuach nefesh,
saving a life, overrides every other commandment we are given, even desecrating
Shabbat. Jewish tradition sees our bodies
and lives as gifts from the Divine, and it
is our obligation to care for ourselves to
honor that gift.
The Reform movement echoes these
sentiments and expounds upon them—
our contemporaries assert that medicine
itself is a mitzvah, and if there is a chance
that a new discovery will save a life, it
implores us to take that chance. I am
happy to point you to a number of Reform Responsa on various medical issues

that help us understand Jewish tradition
and medicine in the complexity of the
modern era.

transplants, who
are at a higher risk of being hurt by the
aforementioned illnesses.

In that vein, the Board of Trustees of
Congregation Beth Torah has approved
a policy that will require all learners
enrolled in the Weiner Religious School
and TAG to be in compliance with state
vaccination standards. Beginning with
the 5780 academic year, each learner
enrolling in the Weiner Religious School
is required to present, prior to attending
school, certification from a physician or
local health department indicating that
the learner has received all the immunizations required by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment in the
required number and with appropriate
spacing of doses. The purpose of this
signed statement is to verify that students
have been immunized for diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus (DPT/Td), polio, hepatitis
B, measles, mumps and rubella (MMR)
and varicella (chickenpox).[2]

The full vaccination policy is available on
the synagogue website and will accompany the registration forms emailed home to
families this month. In subsequent years,
those returning to the school will submit
their latest records as they enter kindergarten and seventh grade, in accordance
with Kansas or Missouri State Policy. New
enrollees are required to submit upon
their first registration with the school and
at the benchmarks noted above.

In addition to the individual immunity
a vaccination provides, herd immunity
is crucial in protecting those in our
community who are unable to receive
vaccines due to health-related issues.
We have very young children in our
community, some too young to have
received all of their vaccinations, as
well as women who are pregnant, and
those undergoing chemotherapy or

Youth Group News
Oh boy, where has
the time gone? BTTY
only has a few events
left until the year’s
end and it’s time to
say goodbye to Max. However, we are
making the most of it and went to the
Museum at Prairiefire on March 24th.
We had a nice pizza lunch at Beth Torah

after Sunday School and then spent a few
hours at the Museum. They had a really
cool exhibit on modern dinosaurs as
well as some incredible architecture that
always catches my eye as I go past it. I’ve
never been there before, so it was nice to
finally have an excuse to go, especially
with the fantastic group we had.
It’s finally time for the event I have been

If you have any questions or concerns,
please do not hesitate to reach out to
me or member of our board of trustees
Jo-Ann Harris M.D., who has graciously
helped create this policy to fit our community and its needs.
Sefer HaChinuch, a medieval text on mitzvot and how to properly observe them,
adjures us, “Our bodies are the tools our
souls use to do good in the world. We
need to take care of our tools so they can
help us make the world a better place.” [3]
[1] Maimonides commentary on Pesachim 4:9
[2] Blue Valley School District School Health
Program (https://district.bluevalleyk12.org/
ParentsAndStudents/FormsAndDocsKindergarten/Required-Immunization-Letter.pdf )
[3] Sefer HaChinuch 73

both dreading and excited for since the
beginning of the year: Max’s last Chavurah. Spring Chavurah starts on Friday,
April 5th, and goes until Sunday the 7th
at Three Trails Camp in KCMO. Spring
is always an extremely emotional event
as everyone says goodbye to their seniors,
and it’ll be doubly so for me as this is the
last time I’ll go to a regional NFTY event
Continued on page 9
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3pm

Sunday
April 7th, 2019
emcee: Rabbi Doug Alpert
director: Emily Tummons

Congregation
Beth torah
6100 W 127th St, OP, KS 66209
—
$5 Suggested Donation
sweets to follow concert

Celebrating Original Jewish Songs by Local Composers.
Jim Appelbaum
Rachel Black
Michelle Cox
Carmen Dieker
Jill Fine

Mike Fine
Stu Lewis
Tim Intfen
Jonathan Rudnick
Linda Salvay

Warren Sickel
Emily Tummons
Scott White
Lezlie Zucker

this concert is funded in part by the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City

For more details, and to RSVP, visit: www.beth-torah.org
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Music Program

Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.org

4th Annual Spring Session
Our 4th Spring Session will be held Sunday, April 7th, at 3:00
p.m., and will showcase 20 original Jewish songs by 14 local
composers. This will be our last one—please join us! In our
article for March, we put the spotlight on the eight composers
from Beth Torah who will be featured in the upcoming Spring
Session. In our article this month, we take a look at some of the
performing groups and soloists who will be featured.

Trio: Michelle, Linda, Lezlie
This year we collected a trio to perform five of the Spring
Session pieces: Michelle Cox, Linda Salvay, and Lezlie Zucker.
From their very first rehearsal, their chemistry was electric! I
asked each one of them to describe what it’s like to create this
“pop-up trio” and to entrust their songs into one another’s
hands. Here are their responses:

The Jewbie Brothers
We’re excited to welcome back to the
stage The Jewbie Brothers. They will
perform two songs: “You Are Standing
Here Today” by Jim Appelbaum, and
“Land of Light and Stone” by Rabbi
Scott White, of Congregation Ohev
Sholom. When Jim was asked to share a bit about his songwriting process, he said, “I seek out cool sounding chords, then
hope I get some lyrics interested in marrying the music.”
Scott added insight about how great it is to bring other people
in on the process, saying, “It’s a 3-stage creative process. First is
writing the song, second is bringing it to the band and seeing
what comes out after we have a go at it together, and third is
performing it, which brings the audience into the process. Ultimately, it’s about community.”

Michelle: These ladies are so talented! It is an honor and privilege to get to sit with them and make music together. It’s also a
treat because I know they’ve been doing this much longer than I
have, and I love not only joining in, but listening, watching and
learning.
Linda: This year we are joining forces as a trio on several songs
that each of us has written. It’s so exciting to hear the depth and
dimension that harmonizing voices and additional instrumentation can bring to an original piece. Spring Session gives us such
a wonderful opportunity to collaborate as musicians!
Lezlie: When Emily suggested this trio, I was excited, but also
a bit trepidatious. I mean, we’re all Jewish women singer-songwriters. We all play guitar. Could we find enough variety to do
five unique songs among the three of us? SPOILER ALERT:
Yes! I hope we can share with others even half the joy we found
in singing with each other. Equal parts gravitas and fun, prayer
and praise, transcendence and groundedness.

Featured Soloists
Each year we seek out soloists to help deliver songs by composers who don’t necessarily see themselves as soloists. This year we
look forward to hearing from two in particular. Rachel Black
will be returning for her fourth year, not only to bring us a new
original song (called “For Cora,” for her new baby girl), but also
to perform two
songs by Jill
Fine (“This
Sacred Space”)
and Stu Lewis
(“Adon Olam.”)
We welcome
Hazzan Tahl
Ben-Yehuda
Continued on page 9
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Spring Session / Continued from page 8
as well, of Congregation Beth Shalom, returning to the Spring
Session for her second year to perform a new setting of “L’cha
Dodi” written by Mike Fine.
“I wanted to come up with a new tune for L’cha Dodi,” Mike
said. “I have always loved klezmer music because it is so joyous.
I think welcoming the Sabbath bride with L’cha Dodi on Erev
Shabbat should be a very joyous time, so it seemed natural to
have it set to a klezmer style. And with the help of Emily who
arranged it, we now have a new song to welcome the Sabbath
bride. I am also grateful to all of the talented musicians who
have come together to play this new song.”

those choirs? …with the dream that someday I might have
that opportunity. That dream came true when I began directing the Temple Beth Sholom Choir (Kol Neshama) in Topeka.
That childhood dream comes to full fruition with the honor of
conducting the Spring Session Community Chorus in the city
where I was raised, and I am thrilled!”

Featured soloists on other composers’ songs in past Spring Session years, in addition to the two people described above, have
included Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Cantor Sharon Kohn, Lara
Steinel, and Lezlie Zucker.

Spring Session Community Chorus
About 50 singers will join forces from the KC area to sing a
handful of songs at the Spring Session. Last year our Chorus
took on Linda Salvay’s piece “The Other Side.” This season we
have enjoyed the leadership of conductor Warren Sickel, Co-director of Music at Temple Beth Sholom. One of the songs our
Chorus will present, along with cello, at the Spring Session is a
niggun that Warren himself composed. Warren wanted to share
this message with us:

If you have not already done so, please help us spread the word
about this concert on April 7th. Visit our CBT webpage with all
the concert info, or invite your friends and family to RSVP on
our Facebook event page:

“Growing up in Kansas City in the 60’s, I was fascinated by
the area synagogue choirs. How did the various directors lead

Can’t wait to see you there!

Youth Group News / Continued from page 6
with my co-president and friend since 9th grade.
After Spring, we’ll be hosting a NFTY 678 event on Saturday,
April 27th. These events are designed specifically to give our
middle schoolers a taste of BTTY, hence the 6th, 7th, and 8th
grades being in the name. We have yet to decide on what exactly
we’ll be doing, but you’ll want to save the date because your kid
is sure to have a blast!
If you’re not already in it, you’ll want to join BTTY’s Facebook
group and the Remind to keep up BTTY and get the updated
details as we get closer to our event. You can join the Remind
by texting “@btty5779” to 81010. You can also contact Rabbi
Kleinman at mkleinman@beth-torah.org or the Beth Torah
office at (913) 498-2212 to RSVP for any event or get more
information on BTTY. And you can always reach me at
swfine42@gmail.com. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with
anything we can help you with.
Until next time,
Sam

https://www.facebook.com/events/339317616790648/

Beth Torah Bash
Silent Auction Sneak Peek
Credit card , checks and cash will be accepted.

This promises to be a great auction with something
for everyone! We have LOTS of restaurant gift
cards ranging from First Watch to Plaza III. You
can bid on a Garmin Vivoactive 3 Smart Watch,
a beautiful men’s Seiko watch or a canoe trip for
5 people. Are you in the market for an area rug?
What about hand knit or hand crocheted items such
as baby blankets, a cowl and kippot? We even have a
necklace and earrings from Kendra Scott. Let’s not
forget the Broil King BBQ tool set as well as a 22”
flat screen TV. If you have questions, don’t hesitate
to contact us.
Susie & Jerry Klinock
Silent Auction Chairmen
913-663-5446 / Susie.Klinock@gmail.com
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Find Chametz Again,
With Ethical Food!
CONGREGATION BETH TORAH

ETHICAL FOOD TEAM

Nosh at 6:00 p.m., Friday night
April 26th

The Ethical Food Committee would like to share its recent work with the
community as we come together to reintroduce chametz back into our diet
after Passover on Erev Shabbat, April 26th.
Don Goldman and Marge Skikne are sponsoring a chametz-filled Nosh that
evening at 6:00 p.m. in celebration of the culmination of the hard work the
committee has done in researching nosh items that reflect a higher awareness
of animal welfare. This tiered Nosh system will allow more options (based
on availability) to our members who would like to bring their celebration to
the Beth Torah community on a Friday night. Call the Beth Torah office to
schedule your Nosh and thank you to Don and Margi!

$150 price point level
Vegetarian Spring Rolls (Veg)
Caulitots (V) – Organic
Spanakopita (Veg)
Mini Quiche (Veg)
Chick’n Nuggets (V)
Artichoke Spinach Parmesan Bites (Veg)
Fresh Fruit Platter (V)

$200 price point level
Certified Humane Egg Salad
(must use “Farmers Hen House Free Range Omega-3 eggs”) with crackers

Or

Certified Humane Wings/Drums with Honey Mustard, BBQ,
Teriyaki or Buffalo Sauce, Organic
(must use “Organic Smart Chicken wingettes and drumettes”)

V – Vegan
Veg – Vegetarian (includes dairy, eggs)

Laura’s article continued from page 5
• Count the Omer with relational intent.
Use the 49 days between Passover and
Shavuout as your count up to building
up 49 human beings within our walls.
Whether it is a passing compliment to
the child listening with both ears in front
of you at services, a listening ear and
encouraging word for a congregant going
through a tough time, or a reminder to
the most important person in your life as
to why you love them so, and why they
are a blessing that you think of every

Shabbat; make it a goal to have 49 encounters here at Beth Torah, and build up
your community, one encounter at a time.
• And for everything, wear your nametag.
… And speaking of connections, I would
like to thank Emily Tummons for sharing
her talents on the bimah and in the staff
office with the Beth Torah community
over the past five years. I hope you will
join us on Erev Shabbat, April 12th, as
our community formally wishes her well.

Hunger Never
Takes a Holiday
As we approach the season of Passover,
there will be hundreds among us who will
struggle to put food on the table let alone
those special items to celebrate a Seder.
YOU can help make a difference. Join
Jewish Family Services, the Rabbinical
Association of Greater Kansas City and
area congregations in collecting Passover
food items. The first Seder begins Friday,
April 19th. More than 160 families will
be helped through your participation in
the Passover food drive.
Among the items needed are grape juice,
matzah and matzah meal, cake meal,
baking mixes, matzah ball mix and soup.
Our congregation has chosen to collect
donations of matzah meal and grape
juice; packaged items should be labeled
“kosher for Passover.” Drop off items
at CBT through early April. Monetary
donations are also being accepted by
check or online through the JFS, website
jfskc.org, and funds are used to purchase
food items to include in the holiday food
packages. By participating in the Passover
Food Drive you are putting into action
the traditional words of the Haggadah,
“let all who are hungry come and eat.”
There are a variety of volunteer opportunities available in connection with the
Passover Holiday Food Drive. If you or
someone you know wants to volunteer,
please call 913-730-1410 or email
volunteer@jfskc.org.
For more information about the Food
Pantry, please contact Jo Hickey, JFS
Food Pantry Director, at 913-327-8257
or email her at jhickey@jfskc.org.

THANK YOU...
...for bringing a
bag of food and/
or paper products to
donate EVERY
time you enter
the building.
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Help Make a Mitzvah
House a Mitzvah Home

Congregation Beth Torah has partnered with Tikkun-KC, Inc.,
a non-profit founded and run by CBT member Larry Myer.
Tikkun-KC acquires abandoned and distressed homes in the
urban core of Kansas City. These homes are renovated to today’s
standards and sold to a vetted very low-income family on a seller-financed mortgage. They provide affordable housing for those
that truly need it.
Tikkun-KC will be renovating several homes this year providing
many opportunities to get involved. The first home will be at
7138 Bales, which we are working on with Habitat for Humanity. If you like to get your hands dirty join, your CBT friends,
grab a sledge hammer and let’s rip out some walls and cabinets.
As the house progresses, we will be painting, building and finishing the house, working towards moving in a new family. We
will also be coordinating our work crews with KC Refugee, Inc.,
a Muslim resettlement organization and a Tikkun-KC partner.

Jews and Muslims building a house together!
Work on this house is scheduled to begin in the next few weeks
so we will need to start organizing our first work crew.
If painting and tearing out walls and cabinets is not for you,
then you can help collect and organize household goods and
furnishings for the new family moving in. Sign up here:
https://bit.ly/2TNWKvG
Lots of opportunities to “repair our corner of the world one
house at a time.”
To sign up or learn more, visit the Tikkun-KC website at
tikkun-kc.org, or send an email to Larry Myer at
larry@tikkun-kc.org.

The Great Kidney
Adventure
Join us Shabbat morning, May 18th.
You will hear from kidney sisters
Martha Gershun and Deb Porter Gill
during our 10:30 a.m. worship service.
You will hear about the Grand Kidney
Adventure, starring Deb, who received
Martha’s “spare” kidney in a transplant
operation on September 28th at the
Mayo Clinic. They will speak about
their journey, and the importance of
organ donation.

In Memoriam:
Robert Klaper
Brother-in-law of Phyllis Goldberg

Yevdokiya “Dusya” Idelson
Mother-in-law of Irina Idelson

Mazel tov to:
Grandparents
Lynn Murray and Richard Gilman
on the arrival of Arya Ronan,
born to Laura Gilman and Danny Sucher
on February 28th
Grandparents Jim and Gail Appelbaum
and to Great-Grandma Elizabeth Appelbaum
as Wesley Estes Appelbaum was born
to Jeffrey and Cassie Appelbaum
on March 11th.

Looking for updates to your account
on MM On The Web

Torah Portion

Please take a moment to go to your account on our Beth Torah website and
update your personal information.
We are specifically looking for updated business names and addresses.

April 12/13 | 8 Nisan

If you are having trouble accessing your account, please call
Sharon at Beth Torah, 913-498-2212 or email at saltman@beth-torah.org
and she will assist you.

April 5/6 | 1 Nisan
Tazria
M’tzora

April 19/20 | 15 Nisan
Passover

April 26/27 | 22 Nisan
Yizkor Passover
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• TRIBUTES •
Beth Torah General Fund
Boyd & Laura Bolter

In Honor Of:

In Memory Of:
John Ernie Esser
Glenn Esser & Estelle Edelbaum
Joseph Weneck
Rhonda Brown & Family
Sam Weingarten
Sophie Stern
Judith & Marshall Weingarten
Jim Haun
Jim & Kelly Kaplan
Nadine Agron
Karen Agron Flattery
Naum Mintskovsky
Felix Mintskovsky
In Honor Of:
Shoshana Fisher’s Bat Mitzvah
Bella Stowe’s Bat Mitzvah
Boyd & Laura Bolter

Rabbi Cattapan
Discretionary Fund
Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
Mark Myron & Debbie Smith
In Memory Of:
Jeanette Stark
Meyer Kreitman
Howard & Rita Stark
Robert Murray
Lynn Murray
Jean Kessler
Charlotte & Bill Kessler
Sidney Kleg
Susie & Jerry Klinock

Edna Karasik
Marty & Dianne Lustig
Simon Balanoff’s Bar Mitzvah
Brian & Christa Balanoff

Rabbi Levin
Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of:
Erwin Waxman
Joe Waxman
Mark Shaw
Radine Shaw
Arnold Shanberg
Patsy D. Shanberg

CBT Fund for
Families in Need
In Memory Of:
Charles Wasserman
Howard & Rita Stark
Harold Bram
Alan Bram
Bernard Eichler
Jim & Kelly Kaplan
Beatrice Faiman
Morris & Lynne Faiman

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:
William Elfanbaum
Howard & Rita Stark
Sid & Evelyn Antin
Cherie & John Fasbinder

Morris Gorsky
Pola Greenwald

Educating Our Future Fund
Samantha & Quentin Hammontree
In Memory Of:
Babe Giacone
Paul & Julie Chesis
In Honor Of:
Shoshana Fisher’s Bat Mitzvah
Nancy Kalikow Maxwell
Noah Tarjan’s Bar Mitzvah
Andrew & Genna Stowe
Simon Balanoff’s Bar Mitzvah
Andrew & Genna Stowe
Margie & Steve Cooper

Music & Choir Fund
In Memory Of:
Mark Shaw
Radine Shaw

CBT Camp Scholarship Fund
In Appreciation Of:
Marcia Rittmaster and her
commitment to camp as part of
Jewish education
Teresa & Merrick Hellman

Amy Dennis Pierron
Music Fund
In Memory Of:
Morris Gorsky
Douglas Greenwald

An uplifting celebratory evening of Gospel, Hip-Hop,
Classical Music, Poetry, Film, Spoken Word
Saturday, April 6th, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, April 7th, at 2:00 p.m.
Fire In The Heart shows how the arts can help us process, heal, and transcend traumatic events, whether
they be in our own lives or the lives of others, while entertaining and enriching us at the same time.

CBT’s own Rabbi Cattapan will be one of the singers performing at this event!
Don’t miss a Beth Torah note. You can see Fire in the Heart on Saturday evening and be at
Beth Torah on Sunday for the Spring Session!
For more information and to buy tickets visit: thewhitetheatre.org
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• COMMUNITY NEWS •
Service of Comfort and Peace
Set for Thursday, April 4th at 6:30 p.m.
As we approach Passover in April, we are reminded of Exodus,
of being led out of slavery toward a future of hope; but, also of
uncertainty. Join us at a community-wide Tefilat Shalom—a
Service of Comfort and Peace, on Thursday evening, April 4th.
Presented by the Jewish Community Chaplaincy Program of
Jewish Family Services, this 6:30 p.m. service will focus on spiritual self-care to anchor you in the comfort of community and
tradition, with renewed hope for what lies ahead. A light nosh
at 6:00 p.m. precedes the service at Village Shalom, 5500 W.
123rd Street, in Overland Park.
The service is open to anyone regardless of one’s level of observance. Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick, JFS Community Chaplain,
along with Lezlie Zucker, community song leader, and Rabbi
Moshe Grussgott of Kehilath Israel Synagogue will facilitate the
service that features both traditional prayer and contemporary
inspirational readings and music. Please make reservations by
calling JFS’ office at 913-327-8250 or email healing@jfskc.org.

Community
Second Night of Passover Seder
A community second night of Passover Seder will be offered on
Saturday, April 20th, and hosted by Congregation Ohev Sholom. The Seder is an opportunity for family and friends to come
together as a community for the telling of the Passover story—
to reflect on our past and look forward to a future of freedom
and liberation for all people throughout the world.
Through engaging stories, song and discussion, we will retell the
story of the Exodus, Crossing the Sea, the story of our people’s
journey from slavery to freedom and remember those around
the world who struggle with injustice every day.
A traditional kosher-for-Passover Seder meal will be prepared
under supervision of the Vaad Hakashrut of Kansas City and
served under the supervision of the participating rabbis.
The community Seder is sponsored by the Rabbinical Association of Greater Kansas City, funded in part by the Community
Legacy Fund of the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater
Kansas City and supported by congregations.
Registration forms are available at www.kcrabbis.org or forms
can be picked up at area congregations. For information or to
inquire about confidential financial assistance, contact Annette
Fish, Administrator/Program Director, Rabbinical Association,
by email, afprogram@aol.com or call 913-327-4622.

JFS Teams Up with Other Agencies for
SevenDays® Blood Drive on April 12th
Did you know that one pint of blood can save three lives?
Jewish Family Services is teaming up with the Jewish Community Center, the Hyman Brand Hebrew Academy and other
Jewish organizations for an April 12th Blood Drive at the Jewish
Community Campus.
The joint effort is part of the Community Blood Center (CBC)
and SevenDays® Make a Ripple, Change the World’s week-long
blood drive during this SevenDays, April 9th-15th. Under the
auspices of the Faith Always Wins Foundation, SevenDays® is a
week-long event that promotes kindness and interfaith dialogue.
Individuals are encouraged to “Make a Ripple, Change the
World” by donating blood at the April 12th event at the Campus OR any day that week at any CBC donor centers.
To register to donate, please visit savealifenow.org and enter the
sponsor code: EF86. For further questions, please contact HBHA
Nurse Elisa Pener at 913-327-8189 or email epener@hbha.edu.

Learn More About JFS
at April 17th Friends Event
Join KCPT’s Executive Producer of Public Affairs Nick Haines,
host of the annual Friends of the Family luncheon on Wednesday, April 17th, at the Jewish Community Campus. The event
will highlight several new agency initiatives. Reservations are required. For more information, please contact Ilyssa Block, Event
Coordinator, at 913-730-1470 or email her at iblock@jfskc.org.
SevenDays® Make a Ripple, Change the World is gearing
up for another week of interfaith activities April 9-April
15, 2019, as we remember the three lives lost in the April
13, 2014 tragedy at the Jewish Community Campus
and Village Shalom in Overland Park, Kansas—William
Corporon, Reat Underwood, and Terri Lamanno.
SevenDays® is a challenge for young and old, to embrace
diversity across race, religion and culture. Join us in our
mission to promote interfaith dialogue by engaging all
people to discover commonalities and overcome evil with
acts of kindness.
For more information, or to register or volunteer for a
variety of events, visit www.givesevendays.org.
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