CHRIS MIDDENDORF
2025 VESTRY CANDIDATE
I am excited to be considered to serve on the Vestry of St Margaret’s Church. My wife, Stephanie and I joined the Church just two and a half years ago and without hesitation found a welcoming and vibrant community that quickly made us feel at home. During our time here, we've been deeply moved by the warmth, faith, and generosity of the congregation. It has inspired us to become more involved in parish life and to give back. 
I retired last year after working in the professional boxing business for 35 years. During those years I managed and promoted fighters, from a wedding hall in Glen Burnie to Madison Square Garden and casinos from Boston to LA and Las Vegas. When I began I made a promise to my family that I would be the cleanest person in a dirty business. I loved the sport, from the 20 year old prospects to journeyman fighters, crusty old trainers to prima donna fighters all trying to survive and get to the top of the world. Throughout I honored my promise.
I grew up on Long Island and worshiped at St Johns Church in Cold Spring Harbor. We never missed a Sunday, my Mom rang hand bells, my Dad was on the Vestry and for two years I handled lighting and dousing the candles. 
My first wife and I were married at St. Johns Church in DC. We worshipped there with our two children. We moved to Kensington in the ‘90’s and stayed with St. Johns until my wife passed away and my two children went off to college. 
 When Stephanie and I came to St Margaret’s it just felt like a fit for us. From the beginning we pitched in when needed and as time passed signed up and participated often. What is special for me are the intimate Wednesday and 7:30 Sunday services and bringing the Eucharist to the home bound. Through the church I also enjoy tutoring 1st grade math and reading; helping at the outdoor food pantry on College Parkway on what has to be the coldest day every year when we man the food giveaway to the neediest of our community; and especially working with Winter Relief. I look forward to working with the other Vestry and hope to continue helping those in need in our community. 
