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Psychiatry and Neurology Combined  

  Adam Dinoff 

Adam received his Bachelor of Science degree in Life Sciences at Queens University and then completed a Master of 
Science at the University of Toronto in Pharmacology and Toxicology.  He then spent several years as a research 
assistant at Sunnybrook Health Sciences Center before he began his medical education at New York Medical College.  He 
has served as Student Editor for the International Journal of Medical Students and was a leader in the Psychiatry and the 
Neurology Student Interest Groups.  He has been first-author on papers in PLOS One, Brain and Behavior, Journal of 
Psychiatric Research and Journal of Affective Disorders, on topics including antidepressant effects of buprenorphine, the 
effect of exercise on neurotrophic factors in depression, and the involvement of plasma sphingolipids in coronary artery 
disease.  Adam’s accomplishments were recognized with selection to Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society. He wrote that 
he hopes to bring an attitude of “humility and self-awareness” to his excitement “to dive deeper into the overlapping 
worlds of psychiatry and neurology”. 

Psychiatry and Internal Medicine Combined  

  Layne Jordan Genco 

Layne received her Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Science and Psychology from Northern Arizona University, before 
pursuing her medical degree at University of Arizona College of Medicine– Tucson.  She will graduate with Distinction in 
Community Service, Distinction in Rural Health, and Distinction in Global Health. Early in medical school Layne served as 
Lead Coordinator for a student-run Mental Illness and Neuropsychiatric Disease Clinic and as the Outreach Coordinator 
for the American Medical Women’s Association chapter. More recently she was co-founder of the Mental Health 
Matters Campaign for suicide prevention and founder of the “It’s Not Okay to Say to Me” Campaign for equity and 
inclusion. Layne was inducted into both Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society and Gold Humanism Honor Society. She is 
doing combined training because “it is impossible to isolate a patient’s symptoms as either physical or psychological…. 
By training in both internal medicine and psychiatry I hope to play a part in effectively bridging the treatment gap for 
rural, underserved, and marginalized populations.” 



  Kayla Murphy 

After attaining her Bachelor of Science in Biology from Baylor University, Kayla matriculated at the University of 
Minnesota Medical School. She held numerous leadership roles at the Phillips Neighborhood Clinic including Clinic 
Coordinator and Medicine At-Large Chair.  Her scholarly work built on these experiences and included poster 
presentations at the Society of Student Run-Free Clinics Conference and the AMA Research Challenge, and serving as 
Assistant Editor at the Journal of Student-Run Clinics.  Kayla has also served as Co-Chair of the Mental Health Services 
Committee for NAMI Ramsey County and Co-Chair of the Aging Studies Interdisciplinary Group.  Reflecting these 
contributions, Kayla was inducted into both the Gold Humanism Honor Society and Alpha Omega Alpha Honor 
Society.  Having observed the challenges in care resulting from problems that overlap specialty boundaries, she aspires 
to “bridge gaps in the access to, and quality of, care and increase patients’ understanding of health especially for older 
adults with many chronic medical and psychiatric conditions.”  

Psychiatry Research Track 

  Nabila Haque 

Nabila studied Biomedical Engineering at Duke University for her Bachelor of Science degree, before beginning the 
MD/PhD program at University of California, Irvine. During medical school she served as Editor-in-Chief of the Plexus 
Journal of Arts and Humanities and president of the Crescent Clinic, a culturally sensitive free care program for 
immigrants. Interested in “how cells decided their fates”, her doctoral work focused on using chromatin 
immunoprecipitation and sequencing to identify a specific mRNA processing factor that binds to the promoters of 
thousands of genes that may impact cancer development.  At the same time, Nabila was founder of the Women in MSTP 
Committee, and a Religious Studies Teacher and Meditation Facilitator at the Islamic Center of Irvine.  When she 
returned to the clinic, she was founder and chair of the Spirituality in Medicine Interest Group.  Nabila looks forward “to 
understanding mood disorders at a molecular level” and serving “women going through pivotal transitions in their life – 
puberty, childbirth, and menopause – when mental illness may manifest.” 



  Thomas Pak 

After receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree in Neuroscience at Johns Hopkins University, Thomas matriculated at 
University of Iowa Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College of Medicine to pursue his joint MD/PhD.  His dissertation 
investigated mouse models of anxiety and intellectual disability and the impact of Lithium, resulting in first-author 
publications in PLOS Genetics and PLOS One and posters at the American Society of Human Genetics and Society for 
Neuroscience.  Thomas’ national leadership experiences include a seat on the National Board of Medical Examiners and 
chair of the National Action Committees on Wellness/Student Life and Medical Education at the American Medical 
Student Association. Locally his many roles included Vice President of the Graduate and Professional Student 
Government, chair of the Advocacy Committee, and President of the school’s chapter of the Iowa Medical 
Society.  Thomas was selected into the Gold Humanism Honor Society, and wrote that “Grounded in my research, 
advocacy, and lived experiences, I hope to continue advancing medicine as an academic psychiatrist.” 

Rural and Public Mental Health Track 

  Sun Jeong Choi 

Sun received his Bachelor of the Arts degree in History from the University of California Los Angeles.  He spent a year 
working as a litigation clerk in anticipation of a future career as a public defender before he discovered that his mission 
would be to pursue social justice through medicine. After fulfilling premedical requirements at the Harvard Extension 
School and working as a clinical research associate at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Sun began medical school at Texas 
A&M.   He has served in multiple offices, including chapter president, in the Christian Medical Association and through 
this role twice led a mission trip in collaboration with a local church in Lima, Peru to meet primary care needs. He has 
also served as Class Historian and volunteered in the Agape Clinic and in the OurCalling Homeless Ministry. He is 
currently completing a Pegasus Fellowship in gospel-based leadership and is eager to “serve vulnerable populations 
while furthering policies and research to expand mental health care access both locally and globally.” 

 



  Pavithra Wickramage 

After achieving her Bachelor of Science from University of Texas at Dallas, Pavithra earned her Master of Science at 
University of North Texas Health Science Center.  She is now completing her DO on the Rural Scholars Track and her 
Master of Public Health degree at UNTHSC.  Pavithra has been the medical student representative to the Texas Medical 
Association’s Committee on Reproductive, Women’s and Perinatal Health and has been the Programming Chair for 
Women in Medicine (WIM) Standing Committee at the American Medical Association’s medical student section.  She 
was President of the Medical Public Health Initiative where she led Domestic Violence Awareness Week and has been a 
policy intern at Mental Health Connection of Tarrant County, working on raising awareness of trauma-related mental 
illness and the need for expansion of mental health services.  In addition, she was selected to participate in the Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention’s Student Epidemiology Program.  She aspires to be a “physician who continues to be 
committed to advocacy and shape healthcare policy to encourage mental wellbeing.” 

Child and Adult Psychiatry Track 

  Courtney Chineme 

Courtney studied Biology for her Bachelor of Arts degree at University of North Texas.  She then worked as a 
compounding pharmacy assistant and an emergency room scribe before beginning medical school at Rowan University 
Osteopathic School of Medicine. Courtney has been a leader and founder of the Black Collective at Rowan School of 
Medicine, serving as mentor, E-Board member, and Fundraising Chair.  She has also been Intersectionality Chairperson 
of the Allies in Medicine Group to promote LGBTQIA+ health awareness and worked to establish a virtual Racism in 
Medicine Annual Conference for over two hundred attendees.  In recognition of her service and compassion, Courtney 
was elected by peers and faculty to the Gold Humanism Honor Society. Courtney’s goal is “to be a child psychiatrist that 
is dedicated to advocacy and provides structurally competent and compassionate care”.  Her mission of structural 
competence will allow her to become “a cultural psychiatrist that facilitates development, enhances function and de-
stigmatizes mental illness within the Pan-African community.” 



  Hannah Gomez 

After studying Biology for her Bachelor of Science and the Arts at the University of Texas at Austin, Hannah returned to 
El Paso to work at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute promoting education for senior citizens.  She left this work to 
begin medical school at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center Paul L. Foster School of Medicine. Hannah was 
selected for the Scholars in Primary Care program focusing on rural health disparities and was a Program Tutor and Peer 
Mentor for the Joint Admissions Medical Program.  Her leadership roles included Teaching Assistant Captain at the 
Medical Student Teaching Center, and Founder of the Medical Student Peer Guidance Group. In light of these 
accomplishments Hannah was elected to both the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society and the Gold Humanism Honor 
Society.  During medical school Hannah “found that I was inherently an advocate for so many Latino(a) patients who felt 
that mental health was not a priority.”  She aspires to “be a psychiatrist that emphasizes patient education, while also 
encouraging my patients past the hesitancy of seeking mental healthcare.” 

  Tasha Vazquez 

Tasha attended the University of Nevada, Reno for her Bachelor of Science in Biology and then worked for several years 
as a Behavioral Health Social Services Provider at the Northern Nevada Child and Adolescent Services, coaching and 
supporting youth with emotional disturbances. She continued this work during her first several years in medical school 
at the University of Nevada, Reno.  Tasha was one of two elected students to the Medical Education Curriculum 
Committee and then was appointed by the medical school to serve on the Curriculum Renovation Committee.  She also 
founded the Culinary Medicine Curriculum Committee and served as Co-Chair of the Psychiatry Curriculum Improvement 
Committee.  In addition, Tasha has been a Refugee Resettlement Mentor for the Northern Nevada Internal Center for 
the past five years.  Tasha wrote that she has “learned the impact a community can have on one person, but also the 
impact one person can have on a community.” She is determined that “advocacy for the underserved, 
underrepresented, and disenfranchised must be at the center of my life’s work as a psychiatrist.” 


