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ANDREW MESSICK TO RETIRE AFTER 12 YEARS AS PRESIDENT AND CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE IRONMAN GROUP, LEADING COMPANY THROUGH 

SOME OF ITS MOST TRANSFORMATIVE YEARS 
 
- Under Messick’s leadership the triathlon event organizer became the world’s largest organizer of mass 
participation events expanding into road running, trail running, road cycling, mountain biking, and digital 

training platforms   
 

- Developed some of the most successful endurance sports series in the world including the IRONMAN & 
IRONMAN 70.3 series and the UTMB World Series 

 
- Led transformation of the company over a decade through multiple ownership groups, ultimately 

partnering with long-term focused owners Advance and Orkila Capital, to support the future of endurance 
sport 

 
- Messick to remain a Board member of the IRONMAN Group following the appointment of a new CEO 

 
 

TAMPA, Fla. (July 6, 2023) – After 12 years of transformative leadership, Andrew Messick has announced 
he will be retiring in 2023 from his position of President & Chief Executive Officer for The IRONMAN Group. 
Messick will remain a stakeholder and member of the Board of Directors following the recruitment and 
appointment of a new CEO. 
 
“Being the CEO of The IRONMAN Group has been the professional honor of my life – the most meaningful 
and purposeful work experience I have had -- and I am filled with gratitude for the support of my team 
members, our partners, and the athlete community over the past 12 years,” said Messick. “I have given all 
I have to this job and my life has been enriched by the opportunity to build incredible events, meet athlete 
community members from all over the world, and lead an incredibly dedicated group of colleagues.” 
 
Messick joined The IRONMAN Group in 2011 and led the transition of the organization from a triathlon 
brand to the world’s largest organizer of mass participation events with a compelling portfolio of hundreds 
of events annually across more than 50 countries in triathlon, running, trail-running, road cycling, and 
mountain biking, while also adding digital training platforms and programs for athletes. Key brands acquired 
or developed alongside the IRONMAN and IRONMAN 70.3 triathlon series include the UTMB® World 
Series, Rock ‘n’ Roll Running Series, Epic Series of mountain biking events anchored by the Absa Cape 
Epic, the Standard Chartered Singapore Marathon™, and FulGaz® virtual cycling digital platform. 
Throughout his tenure, Messick has tasked his team with creating and delivering opportunities for 
individuals around the world to experience the life-changing benefits of endurance sports. 
 
Messick continued, “I am proud of the organization we have built with senior leaders and a global team of 
dedicated individuals who have been the backbone of our success. Combined with a supportive long-term 
focused ownership group in Advance and Orkila Capital, and a passionate base of athletes, the company 
is well positioned for the future.” 
 



“Andrew and I first bonded 15 years ago over our shared love for IRONMAN and have worked together 
since 2011,” said Jesse Du Bey, Managing Partner for Orkila Capital. “It has been amazing to watch the 
business transform under his leadership. He has been a powerful force in growing The IRONMAN Group – 
endurance sport, and particularly triathlon – all over the world. We are all grateful for his service to the sport 
and look forward to his next chapter as a member of the Board.” 
 
“Our partnership with Andrew and confidence in his leadership were critical to Advance’s decision in March 
of 2020 to acquire The IRONMAN Group while an unprecedented and unpredictable pandemic disruption 
to the live events industry was well underway,” said Janine Shelffo, Chief Strategy & Development Officer 
at Advance. “It is thanks to his steady stewardship that The IRONMAN Group has emerged from that 
disruption well poised to capitalize on the tremendous long-term opportunities we see ahead. I am grateful 
for his dedication and his longstanding commitment to inspiring athletes worldwide.” 
 
Prior to joining The IRONMAN Group in 2011, Messick served as President of AEG Sports where he played 
a leading role for its sports teams and properties, including the Amgen Tour of California, Bay to Breakers 
foot race, Euroleague Basketball, and AEG China. Prior to that, Messick was the Senior Vice President, 
International for the National Basketball Association where he was responsible for overseeing the NBA’s 
network of international offices and for leading the NBA’s efforts to globalize.  
 
Messick’s love for endurance sports played a key role in his decision to join The IRONMAN Group as CEO 
in 2011 and he has been a fixture over the past 12 years at hundreds of events all over the world. Andrew 
has completed four IRONMAN® triathlons and dozens of IRONMAN® 70.3® events, including the IRONMAN 
70.3 World Championship; has completed all six of the Abbott World Marathon Majors; is an OCC Finisher 
of UTMB Mont-Blanc; and has competed in cycling events around the world including multiple Haute Route 
events.  
 
Messick concluded, “Leaving this leadership role with IRONMAN is difficult, as my love for this company 
runs deep. I did my first IRONMAN and IRONMAN 70.3 triathlons nearly two decades ago, long before I 
had any affiliation with the organization. What I have learned and seen at the races have been some of the 
most meaningful experiences of my life. I have always been a true believer in the life-changing nature of 
our races, our mission, and our brand.” 
 
For more information on The IRONMAN Group and global event series, visit www.ironman.com/about-
ironman-group. Media related inquiries may be directed to press@ironman.com. 
 

### 
 
About The IRONMAN Group 
The IRONMAN Group operates a global portfolio of events that includes the IRONMAN® Triathlon Series, 
the IRONMAN® 70.3® Triathlon Series, 5150™ Triathlon Series, the Rock ‘n’ Roll® Running Series, 
IRONKIDS®, World Triathlon Championship Series, premier running events including the Standard 
Chartered Singapore Marathon™ and City2Surf®, UTMB® World Series trail-running events including the 
Canyons Endurance Runs™ by UTMB®, Tarawera Ultra by UTMB® and Ultra-Trail Australia™ by UTMB®, 
Epic Series™ mountain bike races including the Absa Cape Epic®, road cycling events including Haute 
Route®, and other multisport races. The IRONMAN Group is the largest operator of mass participation 
sports in the world and provides more than a million participants annually the benefits of endurance sports 
through the company’s vast offerings. Catering to the full athlete experience, the company portfolio also 
includes FulGaz® virtual cycling, the most realistic indoor riding experience connected fitness application 
aimed at preparing athletes for real-world events. Since the inception of the iconic IRONMAN® brand and 
its first event in 1978, athletes have proven that ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE® by crossing finish lines around 
the world. Beginning as a single race, The IRONMAN Group has grown to become a global sensation with 
hundreds of events across 55+ countries. The IRONMAN Group is owned by Advance, a private, family-
owned business, and Orkila Capital, a growth equity firm focused on building great brands. For more 
information, visit www.ironman.com/about-ironman-group.  
 
About Advance 



Advance is a private, family-held business that owns and invests in companies across media, 
entertainment, technology, communications, education and other promising growth sectors. Our mission is 
to build the value of our companies over the long-term by fostering growth and innovation. Advance’s 
portfolio includes Condé Nast, Advance Local, Stage Entertainment, The IRONMAN Group, American City 
Business Journals, Leaders Group, Turnitin, and Pop. Together these operating companies employ more 
than 17,000 people in 29 countries. Advance is also among the largest shareholders in Charter 
Communications, Warner Bros. Discovery and Reddit. For more information visit www.advance.com.  
 


