
Adapted from 
the words of Rav 
Judah Mischel: 

Hashem tells us 
in his Torah this 
week:

“Speak (emor) to the Kohanim, and say (v’amarta) 
to them, None shall defile himself for any [dead] 
person among his kin” (21:1).

Rashi teaches us that the apparent repetition of 
“speak to” and “say” teaches us l’hazir gedolim al 
ha-ketanim, “the adults should l’hazir, ‘warn’ the 
young.” As the older, more experienced Kohanim, 
they were to instruct the younger generation in the 
ways of the priesthood. This is an important lesson, 
for every society in fact, that the older generation 

can always impart wisdom on the younger one. 
 
Perhaps deeper though, the word L’hazir (            ) 
is connected with the word zohar, ‘illumination’, as 
they share the root word of       . The Lubavitcher 
Rebbe teaches that this term implies not just about 
what we impart to others, but how we transmit it; 
how we view, educate and influence those around 
us. To influence the listener positively, our l’hazir, 
our instruction, must bring zohar; our words must 
‘shine’ and illuminate others with positivity.
 
The Klausenberger Rebbe (the great tzaddik, Rav 
Yekusiel Halberstam) remarked that every crafts-
man has their own special tools through which they 
perform specific work and succeed in that trade. 
A teacher, too, has special tools that allow them to 
succeed in this trade: their love for their students 
and their own kind words. A teacher uses these tools 
to polish the student’s heart, reveal the pure emunah 
within, and make it shine.
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Rabbi Moshe Nachbar

לְַהזְִהיר 

 אֱֹמר אֶל ַהֹכֲּהנִים ְבּנֵי אֲַהֹרן וְאַָמְרָתּ ֲאלֵֶהם לְנֶפֶׁש לֹא
יִַטָּמּא ְבּעַָמּיו

זהר



We are all teachers to each other, modeling wisdom, 
extending kindness and blessings to all those who 
are connected with us. May we provide a listening 
ear, care and concern to our children, students, 
teachers, parents, friends, and to everyone whom we 
meet along the way. And may we help one another 
shine. 

Shabbat Shalom

As we know in this week’s parsha, Parshat Emor, the 
Torah talks about the Kohanim, and their roles to 
serve in the Mishkan as representatives of the entire 
people of Israel. The Torah goes on to explain in 
detail the laws regarding a Kohen. 
There are several laws in this parsha that pertain to a 
Kohen. For example, a Kohen may not come in con-
tact with the dead, his body must be unblemished, 
and certain marriages are prohibited to him. 
There is a famous story of a fellow who visits his rab-
bi and begs him to make him a Kohen. He just has 
to belong to the priestly tribe and he’s prepared to 
pay the Rabbi any amount of money for the honor. 
The Rabbi patiently explains that neither he nor any-
one else can make the man a Kohen. It is simply not 
in the province of the rabbinate to do these things. 
The fellow is desperate. He offers the Rabbi a huge 
donation if he would only grant him this one favor. 
The Rabbi is exasperated but intrigued and asks the 
man why it is so important to him that he be made 
a Kohen. The guy answers: “Rabbi, my father was a 
Kohen, my grandfather was a Kohen, I just have to 
become a Kohen!”
Even though this story is kind of funny, being a 
Kohen is no joke at all! They have a responsibility 
unlike any other in Judaism. In the beginning of the 
parsha the pasuk says:

“And Hashem said to Moshe, ‘Say to the Kohanim, 
the sons of Aharon: You shall say to them not to 
allow themselves to become impure” (21:1)
When reading this, one could see that the pasuk says 
the word ‘say’ twice. Why did Hashem repeat the 
word ‘say’?  Rashi answers this question by explain-

ing that the pasuk is telling us:
“Say to the Kohanim that they, in turn, shall say it to 
their children.” In other words, tell the adult Ko-
hanim that they must warn the younger ones to stay 
away from impurities. The Kohanim have a task that 
is very important and full of responsibilities. One of 
those responsibilities is to remain put. 
Hashem is telling all of us, as well as the Kohanim, 
a lesson that every parent and teacher has the duty 
to educate the younger generation accordingly. 
Hashem is emphasizing the important lesson of 
education. By being the example, the older Kohanim 
are to show the younger Kohanim how to maintain 
these responsibilities.  
It is very challenging as well as fulfilling to be a 
Kohen. All the different halachot that they have 
to follow, leads up to the fulfillment. The only way 
to achieve this fulfillment and be able to follow all 
these halachot is to be taught and educated. The idea 
that Hashem is trying to get across, is the idea of 
education, especially in Judaism, through examples 
from the ones who are educated.

In Parshas Emor, the parsha describes Hashem com-
manding us in keeping Shabbat. The pasuk 
says:

“On six days work may be done, but on the seventh 
day, there shall be a Shabbat of complete rest, a 
sacred occasion. You shall do no work; it shall be a 
Shabbat of Hashem throughout your settlements” 
(23:3). 

Many mefarshim ask what the words 
                          throughout your settlements, mean?

The answer to this is what makes Shabbat so beyond 
special!
The Chizkuni explains that these words are used 
to describe that Shabbat must take place in Eretz 
Yisrael, but also in Chutz La’aretz. It does not matter 
where you are or where you are going, Shabbat will 
always come into play at its set time. 

Educate Each Other

Constant Connection
Naomi Reichenberg (‘22)

ה אֱֹמר אֶל ַהֹכֲּהנִים ְבּנֵי אֲַהֹרן  וַֹיּאֶמר ּה’ אֶל ֹמֶשׁ
וְאַָמְרָתּ ֲאלֵֶהם לְנֶפֶׁש לֹא יִַטָּמּא ְבּעַָמּיו

ָבּתֹון  ַבּת ַשׁ ִביעִי ַשׁ ה ְמלָאכָה ּוַבּיֹום ַהְשּׁ ת יִָמים ֵתּעֶָשׂ ֶשׁ  ֵשׁ
ָבּת ִהוא לַּה’ ְבֹּכל  ִמְקָרא ֹקֶדׁש כָּל ְמלָאכָה לֹא ַתעֲׂשּו ַשׁ

ֹבֵתיכֶם ּ מֹוְשׁ

ֹבֵתיכֶם ּ ְבֹּכל מֹוְשׁ

Elyada Shabtai (‘23)



The Ibn Ezra echoes this idea by saying that Shabbat 
takes place in your country, outside of your country, 
at home, and on your way. 
This idea is so simple and yet so special. These 
mefarshim are here to teach us that no matter 
what state you are in, no matter what you are going 
through, no matter where you are going, or where 
your path will lead, Shabbat, will always be a con-
stant in your life and it will serve as a reminder 
that Hashem is always with you. You may be going 
through a difficult trial, but the week is built to al-
ways lead you back to Shabbat, to Hashem, which is 
something that will always remain constant. 
As the seniors begin to finish school we are all going 
to different places and down different career paths, 
but we will always be connected by the power of 
Yiddishkeit and the special bracha, that is Shabbat.
This Shabbat and every Shabbat to follow, I encour-
age each person to just take a moment to sit back, 
say thank you Hashem, and just breathe in Shabbat. 
Even if for just a moment, no matter where you are, 
Hashem will always be there and Shabbat can always 
be your constant, if you are open to it. Iy”H, we 
should all be zoche to always feel Hashem’s consis-
tency around us and especially on Shabbat. Have a 
beautiful and uplifting Shabbat kodesh.

This week’s parsha, Parshat Emor, discusses many 
things including Shabbat and Yom Tov. One of the 
pasukim states:

“Speak to the Israelite people and say to them: 
These are My fixed times, the fixed times of Hash-
em, which you shall proclaim as sacred occasions” 
(23:2).
One would assume that the next pasuk would talk 
about the holidays, but the next pasuk continues by 
saying:

ַבּת  ִביעִי ַשׁ ה ְמלָאכָה ּוַבּיֹום ַהְשּׁ ת יִָמים ֵתּעֶָשׂ ֶשׁ  ֵשׁ
ָבּת ִהוא ָבּתֹון ִמְקָרא ֹקֶדׁש כָּל ְמלָאכָה לֹא ַתעֲׂשּו ַשׁ  ַשׁ

ֹבֵתיכֶם ּ לַּה’ ְבֹּכל מֹוְשׁ

“On six days work may be done, but on the sev-
enth day there shall be a sabbath of complete rest, 
a sacred occasion. You shall do no work; it shall be 

a sabbath of Hashem throughout your settlements” 
(23:3).

So why is the pasuk talking about Shabbat when it 
just said it was going to talk about the Yom Tovim?

Rashi answers by saying that one who violates the 
Yom Tovim, is like he is violating Shabbat, and the 
opposite. Rav Moshe Feinstein expands on Rashi’s 
answer. He says that one can not have Shabbat with-
out Yom Tov, they are two sides of the same coin.

Shabbat is our way of forever recognizing that Hash-
em created the world in six days and then rested on 
the seventh. Shabbat is our way of showing that we 
believe God created the world.

Yom Tov is our way of forever recognizing Hashem’s 
constant involvement in this world. All of the Jewish 
holidays correlate to a miracle that Hashem did for 
Bnei Yisrael. When Hashem does miracles for us, 
that is Him getting involved in our world. Yom Tov 
is our way of showing that we believe Hashem is still 
involved and in control of this world.

One can not believe just one of these statements 
about Hashem. If one were to say that Hashem 
created this world, but then left it on its own, they 
might come to think Hashem doesn’t care about this 
world. That is equally as incorrect as thinking Hash-
em didn’t create this world, but is now controlling/
ruling it because then they might come to think that 
there is someone more powerful than Hashem, and 
that He is not really in charge.

We believe that Hashem not only created the world, 
but is still actively involved and contributing to the 
world and us, as a nation, and as individuals. We 
should all be zoche to always remember Hashem is 
in control, and to see all the great things He does for 
us!
Have a good Shabbat!

Creative Involvement
Meirav Horowitz (‘25)

ר ָראֵל וְאַָמְרָתּ ֲאלֵֶהם מֹועֲֵדי ּה’ ֲאֶשׁ  ַדֵּבּר אֶל ְבּנֵי יְִשׂ
ִתְּקְראּו ֹאָתם ִמְקָראֵי ֹקֶדׁש אֵלֶּה ֵהם מֹועֲָדי
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A KYHS Parsha Publication

“When an ox or a sheep or a goat is born, it shall be for seven 
days under it’s mother and from the eighth day on, it is ac-
ceptable for a fire-offering to God” (22:27).

Why does the Torah say that we have to wait until eight days 
after birth to sacrifice an animal?
When an animal is born it is fully and completely matured. 
On the other hand, when humans are born, they are not fully 
developed and need to mature over time. One might think 
that since an animal is fully developed when born, you can 
sacrifice it right away, but the Torah denies this theory. 

The number eight in Judaism transcends the physical realm 
and goes into the spiritual realm. Human weeks go by seven, 
when the eighth day rolls around, it represents loftiness and 
holiness. We wait until the eighth day comes after the birth 
of an animal to highlight that this animal will now transcend 
the physical realm, represented by the number 8, as it will be 
given as a sacrifice to Hashem. 

Meshugana Memes 

ָראֵל ִמן ֵּאָנְחּו ְבנֵי יְִשׂ ָָּמת ֶמלְֶך ִמצְַריִם וַי ִָּמים ָהַרִבּים ָהֵהם וַי  וַיְִהי ַבי
ִּזְֹכּר אֱלֹקים ַמע אֱלֹקים אֶת נֲַאָקָתם וַי ְִּשׁ וְעָָתם אֶל ָהאֱלֹקים ִמן ָהעֲֹבָדה. וַי ִּזְעָקּו וַַתּעַל ַשׁ  ָהעֲֹבָדה וַי

ֵַּדע אֱלֹקים ָראֵל וַי ְַּרא אֱלֹקים אֶת ְבּנֵי יְִשׂ אֶת ְבִּריתֹו אֶת אְַבָרָהם אֶת יִצְָחק וְאֶת יַעֲֹקב. וַי

Wait Until 8 
Shuey Silkin (‘23)

ְבעַת יִָמים ַתַּחת ָּלֵד וְָהיָה ִשׁ ב אֹו עֵז כִּי יִו  ׁשֹור אֹו כֶֶשׂ
ה לַּה ִמינִי וָָהלְאָה יֵָרצֶה לְָקְרַבּן אִֶשּׁ ‘אִּמֹו ּוִמּיֹום ַהְשּׁ


