
When you think 
of Yom Kippur, 
what comes to 
mind? What is 
the mitzvah of 
the day? As we 

all know, on Yom Kippur, the mitzvah of the day 
is fasting. Why do we fast? For forgiveness, right? 
Well, in the Haftarah for Yom Kippur, the prophet 
Yeshayahu explains that just fasting isn’t enough to 
receive forgiveness. He tells us that just bowing our 
heads in mourning and fasting isn’t enough. Yesha-
yahu rebukes the people who fast and expect to be 
forgiven, all while thinking about their own per-
sonal gain. 

If fasting isn’t enough, how do we do teshuva and 

achieve forgiveness?  The Rambam in Hilchot Te-
shuva (2:4) suggests: 

“Give as much tzedakah as you can…and change 
your name as if to say, ‘I am someone else, not the 
person who did those sins,’ and change your ac-
tions to be entirely good…”

He explains how the first step to teshuva is to do 
good deeds, specifically tzedakah. Yeshayahu in his 
rebuke says that Ma’asim Tovim, like giving bread 
to the needy or inviting poor people over as guests, 
are the key to doing complete teshuva. He says that 
if you do these good things, then when you cry out 
to God, He will answer.  The Rambam continues 
to explain that you have to distance yourself from 
the sins you committed, and even go as far as to 
“change your name” to show that you are a different 
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person than the one who committed the sins. Ye-
shayahu also extends his explanation to not only 
doing tzedakah, but following Hashem’s words 
and Mitzvot. If you listen and do all these things, 
then Yeshayahu says that Hashem will redeem 
and forgive you. 

This Yom Kippur, let’s all recognize that if we 
want to do real teshuva, then we have to real-
ly care about our actions and follow Hashem’s 
word. Don’t fast and call it a successful teshuva, 
don’t daven without meaning, and hopefully you 
can achieve real and successful teshuva.

In Tishrei we celebrate Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kip-
pur, and Sukkot. The essence of Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur are relatively simple to explain, 
but when it comes to understanding Sukkot there 
isn’t a simple explanation to what the holiday is 
really about. Sukkot is the one holiday with an 
unclear identity. The Gemara (11b) presents a 
debate between Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Akiva 
that gives us insight into what Sukkot is all about 
and ultimately helps us have a more meaningful 
chag. Rabbi Eliezer explains that when the pasuk 
says that Hashem placed the Jews in the Sukkot, 
the pasuk is referring to the Ananei HaKavod, 
Clouds of Glory, which protected Bnei Yisrael in 
the desert for 40 years. According to this opinion, 
the Sukkah is a symbol of Hashem’s protection 
that He constantly provides for us. The Sukkah 
teaches us the lesson that as long as we have faith 
in Hashem we are secure.  During the 40 years 
that we were in the desert we were not wandering 
alone, but were protected by Hashem. 

Rabbi Akiva disagrees and explains that the pa-
suk is referring to the actual physical huts where 
Bnei Yisrael lived in the desert. The huts that 
Bnei Yisrael lived in left them insecure and wan-
dering because they were temporary. The Sukkah 
therefore reminds us of a time when we were not 

as protected by Hashem as we are now. 
These explanations aren’t exactly satisfying, but 
that is possibly the point. Sukkot can remind us 
of our own insecurities, as we step into tempo-
rary huts, or it can remind us of the security of 
Hashem’s protection. In highlighting these ques-
tions of faith, it will hopefully help us think about 
Sukkot as more than simply a holiday of huts and 
remember that it is also a holiday about safety, 
insecurity, and faith in God.

We know that Yom Kippur is one of the most im-
portant days on the Jewish calendar. While we 
may think of it as a very serious day, the Jewish 
sages refer to Yom Kippur as a joyous and spiri-
tually uplifting day. Yom Kippur is linked to Pu-
rim, the happiest day of the year. The pur in Yom 
Kippur, comes from the word Kapparah, mean-
ing atonement, which is a major message of this 
holiday. The pur in Purim means lot, referring 
to the lots that Haman drew to determine when 
to destroy the Jewish people. Purim is a physi-
cal day of feasting and joy, while Yom Kippur is 
a spiritual day where we remove ourselves from 
the physical world. The mourning behavior we 
feel on Yom Kippur does not associate with the 
joy we feel on Purim, so how do these two holi-
days connect? 

On Yom Kippur, we refrain from physical plea-
sures as we embrace our spirituality. Yom Kippur 
provides us with the unique opportunity to excel, 
to embrace our truest sense of self. We daven to 
Hashem one more time, praying for forgiveness 
and redemption. We become vulnerable as we 
recognize that our fate is substantially based on 
God. Similarly, Purim emphasizes the vulner-
ability of the Persian Jews as their comfortable 
lives were uprooted. They fasted and prayed for 
Esther’s well being as she prepared to go to the 
king. 

Our Yom Kippur experience lays the path for the 
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rest of our year. It is a time of teshuva and focus 
on self improvement. Our goal is to not focus on 
the physical as we elevate ourselves to be the best 
we can be. 

In Parshat Pinchas, the Torah describes the vari-
ous korbanot brought on Shabbot, weekdays, and 
various holidays. The majority of holidays have 
relatively similar korbanot brought, with a few 
minor exceptions. For example, Rosh Chodesh, 
Pesach, and Shavuot each have additional bulls 
added to the sacrificial service; however, they dif-
fer on the number of bulls sacrificed. On Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, there is only one 
bull, and on Shabbat there is none. While there is 
some variation between these holidays, they are 
still relatively similar. In addition, Pesach has the 
exact same korban Musaf for all of its 7 days. The 
Torah says: 

“You shall offer up a fire offering, a burnt offering 
to Hashem: two young bulls, one ram, and seven 
lambs in the first year they shall be unblemished 
for you” (Bamidbar 28:19).

The Torah then summarizes the korban Musaf 
the whole of Pesach:

“Like these, you shall offer up daily for seven days, 
food of the fire offering, a spirit of satisfaction to 
Hashem, you shall offer up this in addition to the 
continual burnt offering and its libation”  (Bam-
idbar 28:24).

The Torah treats all of the individual days of Pe-
sach as one whole holiday with one daily korban 
Musaf. One would think that the same principle 

would be applied when the Torah discusses the 
only other multi day holiday from the Torah, 
Sukkot. However, this is not the case. 
When describing the first day of Sukkot, the To-
rah says:

“You shall offer up a burnt offering, a fire offer-
ing for a spirit of satisfaction to Hashem: thirteen 
young bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in the first 
year; they shall [all] be unblemished” (Bamid-
bar:29:13).
For each of the 7 days of Sukkot, the amount of 
bulls being brought decreases by one so that on 
Hashanah Rabah only 7 bulls are brought. Mean-
while, Shemini Atzeres has only 1 bull in its kor-
ban Musaf. The obvious question is what is the 
meaning behind the large amount and steady 
decrease in the amounts of bulls being brought? 
The Gemara in Sukkah 55b quotes the famous 
teaching of Rabbi Elazar:

The 70 bulls brought during Sukkot correspond 
to the 70 nations of the world, while one bull 
brought on Shemini Atzeres corresponds to the 
Jewish Nation. Rashi on this Gemara explains 
that the korban is to provide atonement for the 
other nations in order to be allotted rain for the 
year, as the Gemara on Rosh Hashanah 16a ex-
plains; that on Sukkot humanity is judged for 
rain. 

Similarly, the messianic pasuk in Zechariah 
(14:16) explains, 

“And it will come to pass that everyone left of the 
nations who came up against Yerushalayim will 
go up from year to year to prostrate himself to 
the King, the Lord of Hosts, and to celebrate the 
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נַיִם וְאַיִל ה ֹעלָה לַיהוָה פִָּרים ְבּנֵי ָבָקר ְשׁ  וְִהְקַרְבֶתּם אִֶשּׁ
נָה ְתִּמיִמם יְִהיּו לָכֶם ים ְבּנֵי ָשׁ ְבעָה כְָבִשׂ אֶָחד וְִשׁ

ה ֵריַח נִיֹחַח ְבעַת יִָמים לֶֶחם אִֵשּׁ כָּאֵלֶּה ַתּעֲׂשּו לַּיֹום ִשׁ
ה וְנְִסּכֹו  לַיהוָה עַל עֹולַת ַהָתִּמיד יֵעֶָשׂ

ה ֵריַח נִיֹחַח לַיהוָה פִָּרים ְבּנֵי  וְִהְקַרְבֶתּם ֹעלָה אִֵשּׁ
נָה ים ְבּנֵי ָשׁ נָיִם כְָּבִשׂ ר אֵילִם ְשׁ ה עָָשׂ לָֹשׁ  ָבָקר ְשׁ

ר ְתִּמיִמם יְִהיּו אְַרָבּעָה עָָשׂ

ְבעִים פִָּרים כְּנֶגֶד ִמי — כְּנֶגֶד  אַָמר ַרִבּי )אֶלְעָזָר(: ָהנֵי ִשׁ
ְבעִים אּוּמֹות. פַּר יְִחיִדי לָָמּה — כְּנֶגֶד אּוָמּה יְִחיָדה ִשׁ

לָ ִם וְעָלּו  וְָהיָה כָּל ַהּנֹוָתר ִמכָּל ַהּגֹויִם ַהָבּאִים עַל יְרּוָשׁ
ַתֲּחו ֹת לְֶמלְֶך יְהוָה צְָבאֹות וְלָֹחג נָה לְִהְשׁ נָה ְבָשׁ  ִמֵדּי ָשׁ

אֶת ַחג ַהֻסּּכֹות
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festival of Tabernacles.”

In the ideal messianic world, all the nations will come to 
the Beit Hamikdash and bring korbanot for their own 
rainfall. This leads to an interesting question about the 
fundamentals of Sukkot. Is Sukkot a holiday like the oth-
er shalosh regalim that is in commemoration of the great 
kindness Hashem did for us to provide us homes when we 
were in the desert, in which case it is a specific to the Jew-
ish people, or is it similar to the Yamim Noraim which are 
just set dates for the judgement of the entire world? The 
answer is that in reality both are necessary. 

Sukkot is the universal day of judgement for rainfall al-
lotment and thus economic success. However, it is also in 
commemoration and builds off of the unique relationship 
between the Jewish people and Hashem. This fits in well 
with the next line of the Gemara in Sukkah (55b), which 
explains:

The parable is about how the king made a long party, but 
then made a smaller party for his most beloved friend. 
Shemini Atzeret, the day after Sukkot, is just the loving 
relationship between Hashem and the Jewish people. This 
is also a reason why we have the mitzvah of simcha on 
Sukkot. Even though we might be worried about the rain-
fall in the year to come, we need to recognize that Hashem 
loves us more than any other people and we should be 
grateful for his kindness instead of being worried about 
his judgement. After spending most of Tishrei doing te-
shuva for all of our sins, we have the mitzvah of  ושמחת 
 .as a chance to truly rejoice out of Ahavat Hashem  בחגך
May we all be worthy to truly use this Sukkot to rejoice 
with Hashem. Chag Sameach!

ְּדֹולָה. לְיֹום אֲַחרֹון אַָמר לַעֲָבָדיו: עֲׂשּו לִי ְסעּוָדה ג ר וָָדם ֶשׁ ל לְֶמלְֶך ָבָּשׂ  ָשׁ
אֵָהנֶה ִמְמָּך ָּה כְֵּדי ֶשׁ ה לִי ְסעּוָדה ְקַטנ אַָמר לְאֹוֲהבֹו: עֲֵשׂ
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