
Parshat Vayikra 
is replete with 
laws pertain-
ing to korbanot: 
what to sacrifice, 
when to sacri-
fice, and how to 
sacrifice. Read-
ing through the 
parsha can be 
a bit daunting! 

We struggle to understand the intricacies of ritual 
sacrifice and to envision what daily Jewish life was 
like thousands of years ago. Judaism today is so dif-
ferent, with tefillah instead at the core of our daily 
avodat Hashem, that it can be difficult to relate to 
the topic of this week’s parsha and many of those 
that follow. 
One pasuk, however, is eye-catching because it 
mentions a concept that is particularly relevant as 
we get ready both mentally and physically for the 

upcoming holiday of Pesach:

“No meal offering that you offer to the LORD shall 
be made with leaven, for no leaven or honey may 
be turned into smoke as an offering by fire to the 
LORD” (Vayikra 2:11).
Did the word “       ” catch your eye? This pasuk 
teaches that we have to be careful not to include 
any chametz, or leavening agent, with our mincha 
sacrifices. Why not? Who even knew that there 
was a concept of avoiding chametz that is com-
pletely unrelated to Pesach!? We generally only 
use the word chametz for about six weeks a year: 
from immediately after Purim, when we survey all 
the goodies we now have to eat or get rid of be-
fore Pesach, until about a week or so after Pesach, 
when we’ve finally fully restocked our pantries and 
exclaimed how nice it is to enjoy chametz again! 
Now all of a sudden we find out that the concept 
of chametz is really an everyday thing associated 
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with the daily korban mincha!?
The Netziv offers an explanation of our pasuk 
that not only accounts for the chametz-mincha 
connection, but also teaches a beautiful lesson 
about Pesach.
Chametz, or something made with a leaven-
ing agent, is “unnatural” in the sense that it is 
a product of human intervention. Wheat that 
grows on its own does not rise without the addi-
tion of baking powder or yeast. Similarly, a bowl 
of yeast on its own doesn’t do much good if not 
added to flour and water to create a dough. So, 
chametz is a man-made product, something hu-
man beings invented to “improve” on the nat-
ural world that God created. And, of course, in 
the realm of our kitchens that is totally fine. But 
when we stand in the Beit HaMikdash in the 
actual Presence of Hashem, we shouldn’t stand 
there “showing off ” about how much better 
we’ve made things, how much we’ve improved 
on the original. Bringing our is an opportunity 
to reflect on God’s greatness and our humility, 
not the other way around! 
According to the Netziv, this also explains the 
prohibition of chametz on Pesach. Pesach is the 
holiday of emunah, the moment in our yearly 
cycle where we stop and reflect on our relation-
ship with God and on His incredible hashgacha 
pratit. It would therefore be inappropriate for us 
to approach the holiday of Pesach with a “cha-
metz attitude”, the attitude that although what 
God gave us is good, it’s what human beings 
have done with it that’s truly impressive.
There’s a time and a place for us to be proud of 
our admirable and numerous human accom-
plishments. Pesach isn’t that time. Pesach is a 
time for us to turn our attention to Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu and appreciate the world He’s given 
us and the role He continues to play in it. Our 
daily korban mincha gives us a smaller opportu-
nity on a regular basis to acknowledge the same. 
Hopefully we can take every opportunity, both 
big and small, to deepen our emunah and recog-
nize the gifts Hashem has given us. 

This week’s parsha starts off with the pasuk,

 “Hashem called to Moshe speaking to him from 
the Ohel Moed” (Vayikra 1:1).
 The parsha continues to talk about the different 
korbanot that were offered in the Beit HaMik-
dash.
In the Torah there are three types of letters: big, 
medium, and small.  Most of the letters are me-
dium and only rarely is there a big or small letter.
In our first pasuk, in the word “vayikra”, the fi-
nal letter of the word, aleph, is written as a small 
letter. The common explanation of this is that 
the small aleph demonstrates Moshe’s great hu-
mility. 
Another great reason is offered for the use of the 
small aleph in this pasuk. We are trained to think 
that Hashem only calls to us and sends us mes-
sages for important events like wars and mira-
cles. However, the truth is that we can equally 
see Hashem calling to us in the small moments 
in life. All we have to do is look for them. 
This concept of hearing Hashem’s calls in the de-
tails of life was one of the main teachings of the 
Baal Shem Tov. He preached that all aspects of 
our life are organized by Hashem with extreme 
accuracy, and if we focus on the small things in 
our lives we can hear Him calling to each one of 
us. Shabbat Shalom. 

This week’s parsha, Parshat Vayikra, outlines 
various types of korbanot. Interestingly, the To-
rah forbids sacrifices made with leaven or honey 
and requires all offerings to include salt: 
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“No meal offering that you offer to the Hashem 
shall be made with leaven, for no leaven or hon-
ey may be turned into smoke as an offering by 
fire to Hashem….You shall season your every of-
fering of meal with salt; you shall not omit from 
your meal offering the salt of your covenant with 
God; with all your offerings you must offer salt” 
(Vayikra 2:11, 13).
Why are leaven and honey forbidden while salt 
is an integral part of sacrifices? Our mefarshim 
explain that each of these substances has great 
symbolism, representing different character 
traits.
The Sefer HaChinuch writes that honey, which 
tastes sweet, represents physical desire. He sug-
gests that the message here is a warning against 
relentlessly chasing “sweet foods”; in other 
words, though we are encouraged to regularly 
nourish ourselves, we should refrain from glut-
tony. 
The Chatam Sofer offers a similar interpreta-
tion. Based on a midrash, he explains that when 
Hashem created the world and separated the 
waters, He brought some of the waters up to 
Heaven and left some on Earth. The lower wa-
ters, which remained on Earth, complained that 
they would not be as close to Hashem. There-
fore, Hashem answered that these waters would 
be filled with salt and that salt would be used in 
all sacrifices to Him. 
The Chatam Sofer asserts that salt represents 
kina (jealousy), leaven symbolizes kavod (desire 
for honor), and honey connotes taiva (physical 
desire). However, while kavod and taiva have no 
place in serving Hashem, the Gemara (Bava Ba-
tra 21a) writes that                                                                       (jeal-
ousy among scholars causes an increase in wis-
dom), implying that jealousy does have a place 
in worshiping Him. The Chatam Sofer explains 
that the lower waters’ jealousy reflected the only 

acceptable form of kina—jealousy as inspiration 
for spiritual growth—and therefore salt is part 
of a korban as a reward. 
From these interpretations, we learn that seem-
ingly acceptable or wrong traits can be used for 
the opposite purpose, and we must always be 
aware of our true intentions. We cannot let our 
physical desire morph into greed, and we must 
channel our “sinful” characteristics like jealousy 
towards serving Hashem. 

When you think of a leader, what character-
istic traits come to your mind? You might say 
charismatic or outgoing. But to be a true leader, 
you have to have the character trait of humility, 
which is why Moshe was the greatest leader of 
all time. In this week’s parsha, the pasuk says: 

“and Hashem called Moshe...’’ (Vayikra 1:1), and 
the word “vayikra” is written with a small aleph 
to imply a deep relationship with someone (as 
it hints a sense of humility in order connect). 
Therefore, Hashem called Moshe through the 
word “vayikra” because he was such a great in-
dividual. However, Moshe’s humility prompted 
him to prefer the word “vayikar”, which means 
that Hashem only “happened to call on him”. In 
order to balance these two ideas, Hashem told 
Moshe to make the aleph in the word “vayikra” 
small, so if you read over the word quickly you 
would read it as “vayikar”. 
The Talmud says, “if you put a coin in a full jar 
and shake it you won’t hear a sound. But if you 
put it in an empty jar you hear a loud noise.” 
When you are confident and recognize your 
strengths and you recognize that your strengths 
are all gifts from Hashem, you don’t have a need 
to tell the world. You don’t have a need to boast. 
But, if you are insecure about it, you feel like you 
need to tell the world how great you are. Moshe 
epitomizes the middah of humility because he 
was fully aware of his greatness and was careful 
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not to flaunt it in the face of others. 
When you do something that’s good or you get a nice 
compliment, immediately you want to tell the world and 
you want to let the world know what great thing you just 
did or the great thing someone said about you. It’s im-
portant to be humble in those situations and realize that 
those things don’t have to be said. You don’t need to brag 
about it. Keep it between you and Hashem. It makes it so 
much more meaningful.

In this week’s parsha, Parshat Vayikra, the word “vay-
ikra”, which appears at the start of the parsha, has a small 
aleph. Now, I know what you are thinking. This is go-
ing to be just another d’var Torah about the small aleph, 
Moshe, Hashem, and their connection, but it is not. Hang 
in there.
While there are many explanations for the smaller let-
ter, one stood out to me in particular. According to the 
Maharam, the reason for the small letter is to exemplify 
humility. Moshe did not want to be recognized for who 
he was more than anyone else, and he wanted the word 
to be “        ” instead. This is how Hashem addresses oth-
er people, like Bilam. However, Moshe could not change 
the word. So he decided to make the aleph much smaller 
than the other letters. This way, it would appear as though 
Moshe is on the same level as other people.
This teaches us an extremely important lesson. For many, 
success and personal greatness drive us. We are always 
striving to be the best there ever was. While this drive is 
good in many ways, it can also lead us to over-hype and 
over-emphasize our good qualities. Moshe is teaching us 
that humility is truly the best character trait, even when 
you know that you are the greatest in the world. Humility 
is what sets us apart from the rest, and it heightens our 
relationship with Hashem as well. Good Shabbos!
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