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The 2022 draft plan is an update to the 2015 plan, incorporating the most recent scientific data and public attitude survey.
The goals and strategies have remained the same as described in the 2008 & 2015 plans.  

Consistent with the past plans, the 2022 update does not include any operational guidelines.

This plan does not identify a target population size, nor does it establish an upper limit for the number of wolves in Michigan.

If you have any questions about the plan or this guide, contact us at info@wolfwatcher.org

1. What is your acceptance level of Goal 1? 

Goal 1: Maintain a viable population.
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable



2. What is your acceptance level of Goal 2?

Goal 2: Facilitate wolf-related benefits.

Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable

3. What is your acceptance level of Goal 3?

Goal 3: Minimize wolf-related conflicts.
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable

4. What is your acceptance level of Goal 4?

Goal 4: Conduct science-based and socially-responsible management. 

Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable


5.  Is there anything you would like to see changed in Goals 1, 2, 3 or 4? 

Throughout the plan, the challenges facing wolves are mentioned; however, this is an important issue worthy of its own goal.  Suggest adding a 5th goal to address the many known and yet to be determined challenges for the wolf including human and natural mortality, pup survival, impacts of climate change affecting predator/prey and potential loss of travel corridors.

“Viable” population should be based on factors such as population size, recruitment, disease, habitat quality and threats affecting their existence and not a numeric threshold.


6. What is your acceptance level of Strategy 6.1 and its associated objectives?  

Strategy 6.1 - Increase public awareness and understanding of wolves and wolf-related issues.

Objective 6.1.1 - Coordinate with management partners to develop and implement a wolf-based 
information and education program.

Objective 6.1.2 - Provide timely and professional responses to information requests.

Objective 6.1.3 - Support training opportunities for staff and management partners involved in the wolf-based information and education program. 

Objective 6.1.4 - Evaluate the effectiveness of the wolf-based information and education program.

Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable



7. What is your acceptance level of Strategy 6.2 and its associated objectives? 

Strategy 6.2 - Maintain active research and monitoring programs to support science-based wolf management.

Objective 6.2.1 - Monitor the abundance of wolves in Michigan. 

Objective 6.2.2 - Monitor the health of wolves in Michigan. 

Objective 6.2.3 - Investigate biological and social factors relevant to wolf management.

Objective 6.2.4 - Coordinate with partners to support a wolf research and monitoring program.  
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable

8. What is your acceptance level of Strategy 6.3 and its associated objectives?

Strategy 6.3 - Enact and enforce regulations necessary to maintain a viable wolf population.

Objective 6.3.1 - Ensure adequate legal protection for wolves.

Objective 6.3.2 - Inform the public on regulations pertaining to wolves.

Objective 6.3.3 - Investigate and penalize violations of wolf regulations. 
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable
9. What is your acceptance level of Strategy 6.4 and its associated objectives?




Strategy 6.4 - Maintain sustainable populations of wolf prey.

Objective 6.4.1 - Maintain prey populations required to provide for sustainable human uses and a viable wolf population.
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable

10. What is your acceptance level of Strategy 6.5 and its associated objectives?

Strategy 6.5 - Maintain habitat necessary to sustain a viable wolf population.

Objective 6.5.1 - Maintain habitat necessary to sustain adequate levels of wolf prey.

Objective 6.5.2 - Maintain habitat linkages to allow wolf dispersal.

Objective 6.5.3 - Minimize disturbance at known active wolf den sites.
Acceptable 
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable



11. What is your level of acceptance of Strategy 6.6 and its associated objectives?

Strategy 6.6 - Monitor and manage adverse effects of diseases and parasites on the viability of the wolf population.

Objective 6.6.1 - Monitor the health of wolves in Michigan.

Objective 6.6.2 - Assess the need to manage diseases and parasites in the wolf population.
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable

12. What is your level of acceptance of Strategy 6.7 and its associated objectives?

Strategy 6.7 - Achieve compatibility between wolf distribution and abundance and public preferences.

Objective 6.7.1 - Promote consistent public understanding and appreciation of the benefits and costs associated with particular levels of wolf abundance.

Objective 6.7.2 - Manage wolf-related interactions to increase public tolerance for wolves.

Objective 6.7.3 - Manage wolf distribution and abundance as necessary to maintain positive and negative wolf-related interactions at socially responsible levels.
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable



13. What is your acceptance level for Strategy 6.8 and its associated objectives?

Strategy 6.8 - Facilitate positive wolf–human interactions and other wolf-related benefits.

Objective 6.8.1 - Inform the public on benefits derived from the presence of wolves.

Objective 6.8.2 - Maintain a distribution and abundance of wolves adequate to maintain benefits at publicly responsible levels.

Objective 6.8.3 - Promote opportunities for people to experience and appreciate wolves. 
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable

14. What is your acceptance level of Strategy 6.9 and its associated objectives?

Strategy 6.9 - Manage actual and perceived threats to human safety posed by wolves.

Objective 6.9.1 - Promote accurate public perceptions of the human-safety risks posed by wolves.

Objective 6.9.2 - Provide timely and professional responses to reports of human-safety risks posed by wolves.  

Objective 6.9.3 - Minimize the incidence of rabies in wild and domestic populations. 

Objective 6.9.4 - Promote accurate public perceptions of the human-safety risks posed by echinococcosis. 

Objective 6.9.5 - Prevent or minimize the habituation of wolves.

Objective 6.9.6 - Eliminate actual human-safety threats where they occur.
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable

15. What is your acceptance level of Strategy 6.10 and its associated objectives?

Strategy 6.10 - Manage wolf depredation of domestic animals.

Objective 6.10.1 - Provide timely and professional responses to reports of suspected wolf depredation of domestic animals.

Objective 6.10.2 - Minimize the risk of wolf depredation of domestic animals. 

Objective 6.10.3 - Eliminate or minimize ongoing wolf depredation of domestic animals.

Objective 6.10.4 - Develop a program to allow livestock producers to control depredating wolves on their property. 

Objective 6.10.5 - Facilitate financial compensation for livestock losses caused by wolves.

Objective 6.10.6 - Work with partners to reduce the likelihood of privately owned cervids lost to wolves.
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable

16. What is your acceptance level of Strategy 6.11 and its associated objectives?

Strategy 6.11 - Minimize the negative impacts of captive wolves and wolf–dog hybrids.

Objective 6.11.1 - Minimize and deter the possession of captive wolves in Michigan.

Objective 6.11.2 - Minimize and deter the possession of wolf–dog hybrids in Michigan. 
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable


17. What is your acceptance level of Strategy 6.12 and its associated objectives? 

Strategy 6.12 - Develop socially and biologically responsible management recommendations regarding public harvest of wolves.

Objective 6.12.1 - Develop recommendations regarding public wolf harvest for the purpose of reducing wolf-related conflicts. 

Objective 6.12.2 - Develop recommendations regarding public wolf harvest for reasons other than managing wolf-related conflicts.
Acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Unacceptable

18. Is there anything you would like to see changed in the previous 12 strategies and objectives?

Overall, the plan is good, the goals and strategies are the same as identified in 2008.  The problem, however, has been the lack of resources and funding to carry out key components of the plan, especially education.  The website should be updated regularly with predation information as well as wolf mortality and ways to co-exist with wolves.  Operational guidelines for addressing conflicts should also be posted.

The DNR should provide mandatory wolf education to all Michigan licensed deer hunters that address predator/prey relationships, the positive role of wolves and how wolves alter deer behavior.  The benefits of wolves should also be included in the hunter and furbearer guides and provided in the Hunter Education curriculum. 

Research is needed to address the ability of wolves to slow the spread of CWD and other diseases affecting deer.

Section 6.10 More detail should be provided to put the risk to livestock in perspective, including the number of livestock on the landscape and the relatively few farms experiencing a conflict each year.  There is currently only one chronic farm where lethal control has been utilized, yet predation continues because of poor carcass disposal. There is no correlation between livestock conflicts and wolf abundance.

6.10.3 Strongly oppose lethal control of wolves that attack free-ranging hunting dogs. [The DNR regularly posts updates to the website of known wolf/dog conflicts dating back 10 years.  Still hunters release their dogs into these areas and there is an inherent risk of releasing dogs into known wolf territories.  Wolves are also attracted to bear baits as a source of easy food.    MI allows unlimited quantities of all products except corn / grains (which could attract deer).]

6.12 The hunting of wolves for whatever reason cannot be plagued by the same groups and individuals who depend on myths, hearsay and falsehoods for their opinion.  Scientific data and public preference do not support a hunting season to reduce conflicts or for recreational purposes.    When there is a conflict, it needs to be addressed timely and operational procedures are already in place to address the rare instances when they occur.

Voters of Michigan have already decided that a wolf hunting/trapping season is not “socially responsible” or acceptable.

19.  Do you have any additional comments or suggestions for the updated 2022 Wolf Management Plan?

Since the plan will not be updated for 10 years, suggest that every two years, a State of the Wolf report be issued with updated predation information, mortality, plan accomplishments and challenges.

20. Please select the topics your written comments most accurately reflect.
I support wolf hunting.
I support wolf population control.
I support controlling problem wolves only.
I do not support wolf hunting.
I support the changes to the wolf plan.
I do not support the changes to the wolf plan.
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