No…it’s not that exotic Upolu Airport (PHUP) on the northern coast of the Big Island of Hawaii. Nor
is it the “Airport in the Sky” (KAVX) on Catalina Island twenty-one miles off the Palo Verdes coast of
California. But it IS nevertheless a great island destination within a two hour scenic flight from Lancaster. Nestled in the waters of the Atlantic Ocean seven miles off the southern coast of Cape Cod,
Massachusetts, is the oft summer get-away of the affluent, Martha’s Vineyard Island…or as the locals
like to say, just plain “Martha’s Vineyard.”
Some have dubbed it “The Hollywood of the
East.” Despite its (possible) over popularity
as a summer vacation destination, it has
somehow managed to preserve its quaint
New England seaside character. So much
so that Steven Spielberg chose the island in
1975 to shoot his iconic, blockbuster summer thriller, “Jaws,” one of the most successful movies of all time. There are still no
Dollar General Stores, Walmarts, or large
shopping malls on Martha’s Vineyard Island
which is just fine with its permanent
residents and visitors.
Hudson River looking north from 9,500’ altitude.

The number of year ‘round residents from the
most recent US census indicated just over
16,000 lived on the island, but during the summer months, the population may often swell to
100,000. Many celebrities and their families
spend vacation time here. Some of the most
notable have included President Ulysses S.
Grant, Teddy Roosevelt, the Clintons, the Kennedys, James Taylor and Carly Simon, Meg
Ryan, director Mike Nichols, Quincy Jones,
James Cagney, David Letterman, Ted Dansen,
Dan Aykroyd, and lawyer Alan Dershowitz just
Floyd Bennett Field in Jamaica Bay, New York City's
to name a few. The Obamas added their
name to the list of permanent residents by pur- first airport. Planes no longer land here. It is the
home base for NYPD helicopters.
chasing a 28 acre estate on Edgartown Great
Pond last year. John Belushi’s family spent
time here when he was growing up, and as a
result he was buried at Abel Hill Cemetery on
Martha’s Vineyard after dying from a drug overdose at 33 years old in Los Angeles. Many tourists still visit his grave to place mementos.
The island received a great deal of unwanted
publicity in the popular press in July, 1969,
when then Senator Ted Kennedy was crossing
the Dike Bridge from Chappaquiddick Island to
Edgartown and inadvertently drove into the water resulting in the accidental death of his passenger, Mary Jo Kopechne. Due to people’s interest in the site, the bridge has since been reconstructed and 4X4 wheel vehicles are allowed
cross after obtaining passes.

JFK International Airport at the east end of
Jamaica Bay. View is looking east from 9,500'
altitude.

The island is twenty miles long and ten miles
wide…more than enough room and beach space
for people to stretch out and enjoy their vacations in privacy. Summer daytime high temperatures average 75º to 80º F -- about ten degrees cooler than the nearest Massachusetts
mainland. Winter low temperatures are also
moderated by the surrounding ocean waters
compared to the mainland. People enjoy biking,
Terminal buildings at JFK International.

to

kayaking, boating, fishing, sailing, whale and dolphin site-seeing cruises, and just soaking up the
sun at one of Martha’s Vineyard’s many beaches.
There are two public airports on the island: Martha’s Vineyard Airport (KMVY) and Katama Airpark
(1B2). The airpark has two turf runways (RW3/12
and RW6/24) kept in good condition, however it is
closed during the winter months due to soft
ground. The main airport (KMVY) has two asphalt
paved runways, RW6/24 and RW15/33. RW24 is
Directly overhead view of Manhattan and the New the calm weather runway and is 5,504’ X 100’.
There are several IAP’s at MVY, and RW24 has an
World Trade Center. View is looking south.
ILS and LOC approaches. Runways 6 and 15 are
left traffic and runways 24 and 33 right. Field
elevation is 67 feet.
MVY’s Delta airspace tops out at 2,600’ and
most of the island is covered by Delta. If you
want to take an aerial tour of the island for photographs or just to check out the scenery, call
the tower to advise on 121.4 and they will gladly
give you a squawk code and clearance.
All pilots are required to register in the terminal
upon arrival, and there is a $10 landing fee.
There is a restaurant on the field, The Plane
View Restaurant, which is open year round.
During the winter months restaurant hours are
7AM to 2PM. Summertime hours it remains
open until 7PM.

View down RW06 at Martha's Vineyard Airport
(KMVY). KMVY is Delta airspace. The island is
about 7 miles from the Cape Cod mainland. There
is a restaurant on the field.

Katama Airpark (1B2), a turf strip on
Martha's Vineyard Island.
The only way to get to the island is by ferry or
plane. There are no bridges accessible to the mainland although consideration has been given to the
possibility of building one. On average the island
has 125 days of rain per year. Lowest rainfall
months are July through October, ideal for summer
vacationers. Avis rental cars are available at the
MVY terminal, however rental rates are considerably
higher than on the mainland. Auto gas is the most
expensive compared to anywhere in Massachusetts…often $4.75 - $5.00 per gallon.

The scenery on the flight to Martha’s Vineyard
makes the trip as worthwhile as the visit. The old
adage “getting there is half the fun” was never
more true. A direct route takes you up over New
York’s Class Bravo airspace and Long Island
Sound giving you a chance for some spectacular
photos and aerial scenery you won’t soon forget.
If you request flight following or file IFR, go high
because ATC’s New York approach will not clear
you through Bravo under 6,000’ MSL. With four
major airports below (Teterboro, Newark, LaGuardia, and JFK), there is just too much commercial
traffic. They will vector you around the city which
could easily add thirty or forty minutes to your
flying time.

South Beach, Martha's Vineyard -- view is looking
west from 3,000' altitude. The top of Delta
airspace is 2,600'.

I usually climb to 9,500’ MSL on the way up, and
8,500’ MSL on the return trip. I’d advise taking life
jackets and a PLB in case you decide to stop at
Block Island or Montauk on the way back. You will
be flying 35 miles out over the Atlantic.

It matters little whether you travel to Martha’s Vineyard for a day or a week, you will not be disappointed in the flight or the destination. And don’t be surprised if you hanker to do it again soon.
Overhead view of the New World Trade Center
looking northeast from 9,000' altitude.

