
SAHARA's 28th Annual Gala  

September was an exciting month here at SAHARA! On the 14th, we held our 28th 

Annual Gala- Empowering Our Community. It was a glamorous evening filled 

with inspirational stories, entertainment, and we ended up raising $350,000 in 

donations.   

The evening started with SAHARA's Board President, Brinda Gandhi and Vice-

President Miji Vellakkatel welcoming everyone and introducing the evening's 

Emcee, Dan Nainan. Dan, who is half Indian and half Japanese, made the audience 

laugh with his culturally appropriate sense of humor and introduced the Keynote 

speaker of the evening, Indian American Congressman Ami Bera (D-Calif.) He 

talked to the audience about supporting SAHARA's mission, "While we are the 

most affluent community in America, we also know that there are lots of members 

of the South Asian community that are hiding in the shadows, organizations like 

SAHARA allow us to have those conversations which say you are not a victim, 

you are a survivor."  

The evening was dedicated to Congressman's Bera's mother and Mr. Babulal Bera's 

wife; Kanta Bera. Mr. Bera lovingly talked about his wife and told the audience 

about all the work she had done during her life to support and empower women 

and children around the world. In every way, her life's mission was aligned with 

SAHARA's.  Together, the Bera’s had sponsored around 300 relatives and friends 

from India and Africa, assisting them to achieve higher education.   



The evening continued with stories from survivors, who received services from 

SAHARA. One was an older couple who came to the U.S. in their 60's and were 

abused at work, had medical bills from their daughter's illness, and were conned by 

another organization, who took $4,000 from them and didn't help them. SAHARA 

has helped them for the past seven years without charge, supporting them in any 

way possible. "SAHARA helped us with many things during our difficult times. 

Everywhere we went, no one was willing to listen to us, people were rude to us and 

looked at us like we meant nothing, but at SAHARA, we were always treated with 

respect and dignity. We received guidance and a support system and many 

services."  

 Another SAHARA client who spoke that evening was a survivor of domestic 

violence and lived in SAHARA's shelter for over a year. Today she has moved into 

her own apartment, is in good health and working full time, thanks to SAHARA's 

support.   

The night ended with a Live Auction, a pledge drive, and of course, yummy food 

from Dilliwala! It was so much fun to gather our community for a great evening 

together. 


