
By the waters of Babylon… 
A common liturgy during a time of physical separation 

  

 
May 31, 2020 – Pentecost 
 
Call to Worship 
Rushing Wind of the Spirit, breathe new life into us! 
Blazing Flame of the Spirit, burn away our fears! 
Comforting Presence of the Spirit, heal our wounds 
Let us be prepared to worship and praise you, O Holy Spirit. 
Spirit of God, come upon us this day and fill us with your love. 
Make us people who will proclaim God’s good news in all that we do. AMEN.  
 

 
Confession 
We aren’t ready, Lord. It is easier for us to hide in the upper rooms of our lives, to let the world go 
by and not acknowledge your presence. But you have challenged us to come alive again with your 
love and words of healing mercy. Forgive our hesitant witness and our complacent spirits. Heal our 
fears and our wounds. Help us to be agents of healing and hope for others. Challenge and inspire us 
to overcome our feelings of inadequacy and remind us that you have called us beloved and have 
given us what we need to proclaim your Good News. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN 
 

 
Assurance of Pardon 
Don’t be afraid! God’s Holy Spirit brings you healing comfort and hope. You are being prepared to 
serve God in some mighty ways. Rejoice! God’s Holy Spirit is with you always. AMEN. 
 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on me. 
 
 



Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 (NRSV) 
 
 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing 
of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard 
this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being 
spoken.  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that 
each of us hears them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontusand Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them 
declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”  Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 
“What does this mean?” 
 
Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 
 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of 
you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  These people are not 
drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!  No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
 

“‘In the last days, God says, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your young men will see visions, 
    your old men will dream dreams. 
Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
    and they will prophesy. 
I will show wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
 
Reflection 
Think a bit about what happens before this passage.  Jesus’ death and resurrection, the appearances to 
the women, the disciples (including Thomas).  Remember too the death of Judas, the election of Mattias as 
his replacement.  If helpful, read Acts 1 to remind yourself of the events. 
 
Imagine yourself as one of the disciples.  How might they be feeling in just prior to this moment?  What 
are you hoping for?  What are you anticipating? 
 
Think about the wind whipping around you.  Notice what emotions and memories it brings.  What 
questions does it raise for you? 
 
 



Exploring Deeper 
 
Pentecost – by Patricia W. Van Ness 
 
The coming of the Holy Spirit 

is beyond the rational. 
The noise of a driving wind 

filled them and overflowed; 
And tongues of flaming fire 

empowered them to speak. 
 
There’s no other explanation. 
 
The coming of the Holy Spirit  

was mocked by many, 
Derided by the legalist Jews: 

“Men don’t’ speak in strange tongues, 
And have other comprehend. 

They’re drunk!”  Obviously. 
 
There’s no other explanation. 
 
The coming of the Holy Spirit 

infused their beings with new wine, 
Substituted God’s system for theirs, 

enabling them to be loving, 
to feel empathy, to have compassion 
and to share it with the world. 

 
There’s no other explanation. 
 

Offering 
How has Pentecost changed you?  How might Pentecost change you?  Can you bring that change as a gift 
to God? 
 
Prayers of the People 
This week, as you pray for those whom you know, pray too for those on the frontlines of this current 
crisis.  Pray for communities around the world as we seek to find solutions to the virus, as well as the 
economic fallout. 
 
Benediction 

God, out of God’s great love, has created you. Jesus Christ, out of his great love, has redeemed you. The 
Holy Spirit, out of great love, has lifted and inspired you to go in peace and service throughout God’s 

world, proclaiming the good news of peace, love, hope, and joy to all. Go in peace. AMEN. 
 

*** 
 
Source material for this liturgy comes from The Bible Workbench, Vol 6, Issue 4 as well as the online site 
“Ministry Matters” 
 



This resource has been developed for the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse for use by members and friends 
of its congregations.   


