
By the waters of Babylon… 
A common liturgy during a time of physical separation 

  

May 24, 2020 – Easter 7 
 
Call to Worship 
 The Lord harkens to our call, 

listening to our pleas and hearing our prayers! 
We will praise God who gives rest to our souls! 
In the courts of the house of the LORD,  
in the presence of all God’s people,  
we acknowledge our faith. 
We will call on the Lord as long as we live! 
We are your servant, O God; 
you have loosed our bonds! 
We will offer sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving! 
How shall we repay the Lord for all we have been given? 
We will lift up the cup of salvation  
and call on the name of the Lord! 
 

Confession 
We’re afraid to take a truthful look at ourselves,  
yet you see us as we really are.  Open our eyes, Lord. 
Even when we won’t listen to you,  
you hear us when we call your name.  Open our ears, Lord. 
We keep the light of your word hidden to ourselves,  
though you gave it to share with the world.  Open our mouths, Lord. 

 
May we know and serve the One  
who calls us to see, hear, and speak. 
Open our hearts, Lord. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 Nothing in all of creation can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 Nothing.  Not a virus.  Not even ourselves. 
 Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

 
 



Scripture: 1 Peter 4:12-19, 5:6-11 (The Message) 
 
Friends, when life gets really difficult, don’t jump to the conclusion that God isn’t on the job. Instead, be 
glad that you are in the very thick of what Christ experienced. This is a spiritual refining process, with 
glory just around the corner. 
 
 If you’re abused because of Christ, count yourself fortunate. It’s the Spirit of God and his glory in you that 
brought you to the notice of others. If they’re on you because you broke the law or disturbed the peace, 
that’s a different matter. But if it’s because you’re a Christian, don’t give it a second thought. Be proud of 
the distinguished status reflected in that name! 
 

It’s judgment time for God’s own family. We’re first in line. If it starts with us, think what it’s going to be 
like for those who refuse God’s Message!  If good people barely make it,  What’s in store for the bad? 
 
So if you find life difficult because you’re doing what God said, take it in stride. Trust him. He knows what 
he’s doing, and he’ll keep on doing it. 
 
So be content with who you are, and don’t put on airs. God’s strong hand is on you; he’ll promote you at 
the right time. Live carefree before God; he is most careful with you. 
 

Keep a cool head. Stay alert. The Devil is poised to pounce, and would like nothing better than to catch 
you napping. Keep your guard up. You’re not the only ones plunged into these hard times. It’s the same 
with Christians all over the world. So keep a firm grip on the faith. The suffering won’t last forever. It 
won’t be long before this generous God who has great plans for us in Christ—eternal and glorious plans 
they are!—will have you put together and on your feet for good. He gets the last word; yes, he does. 
 
Reflection 
This particular passage is at the end of Peter’s letter.  He ends the letter assuring folks that he knows they 
are in the middle of a fiery ordeal.  The context is likely the persecution of Christians by Rome – either 
under Domitian or Nero. 
 
Consider your own fiery ordeal. 
 
Although we cannot compare this present time of pandemic to that of the persecution, what are the 
similarities?  The differences?  Surely this is a time when our best selves feel tested.  Most of us were 
surprised by the sudden appearance of the virus.   
 
How are you suffering?  In what ways are those sufferings like those of Jesus?  How are they different? 
 
How are you responding to this crisis?  What is the cost of enduring it… going through it?  What might be 
the cost of denying it?  In your wildest imagination, what is the glory that might be revealed to you in the 
midst of it? 
 
Exploring Deeper 
In her published journal, “Hour of Gold, Hour of Lead”, Anne Morrow Lindbergh writes several days after 
the discovery of her dead 18 month0old son who had been kidnapped from their home in Hopewell, New 
Jersey:  What I am saying is is not simply the old Puritan truism that “suffering teaches.”  I do not believe 
that sheer suffering teaches.  If suffering alone taught, all the world would be wise, since everyone suffers. To 
suffering must be added mourning, understanding, patience, love, openness, and the willingness to remain 
vulnerable.  All these and other factors combined, if the circumstances are right can teach and can lead to 
rebirth”. 



 
Night Prayer (from A New Zealand Prayer Book) 
 
It is night. 
 
The night is for stillness. 
 Let us be in the presence of God. 
 
It is night after a long day. 
 What has been done has been done. 
 what has not been done has not been done; 
 let it be. 
 
The night is dark. 
 Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own 
 rest in you. 
 
The night is quiet. 
 Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, 
  all dear to us, 
  and all who have no peace. 
 
The night heralds the dawn. 
 Let us look expectantly to a new day, 
  new joys, 
  new possibilities. 
 
In your name we pray. 
 
Offering 
As you meditate on your own experience of suffering, how might that lead you to minister to others who 
suffer?  Bring those gifts of love in offering. 
 
Prayers of the People 
This week, as you pray for those whom you know, pray too for those on the frontlines of this current 
crisis.  Pray for communities around the world as we seek to find solutions to the virus, as well as the 
economic fallout. 
 
Benediction 
And after you have suffered, but for a little while 
the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
will restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 
 
God is with you.  Amen. 

*** 
 
Source material for this liturgy comes from The Bible Workbench, Vol 6, Issue 4 
 
This resource has been developed for the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse for use by members and friends 
of its congregations.   


