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Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 
being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 
since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. (2 Cor 4:16-18, NIV) 
 
In the months since our last meeting in August there have been a number of things that have 
happened… and if you casually looked at the list you might think it would be easy to lose heart.  
 

• Several of our congregations are in transition and still seeking leadership while others 
have sought the assistance of the Committee on Ministry to help negotiate some 
turbulence.  

• I field questions on a regular basis that deal with the prospects of open buildings for 
Christmas Eve which often blend together hope, anxiety and fear.  

• I write this report the day after the election and things remain uncertain in terms of 
votes and unsettled in terms of spirit. 

• Tonight we vote to dissolve another one of our congregations. 
 
These are troubled and troubling times. 
 
Now imagine my using the words of Paul (above) and say to you that these are all “light and 
momentary troubles” (Is there any wonder why Paul ended up in jail?) 
 
Unless he knew something… or believed something… that gave him the courage to give those 
words to the congregation at Corinth. Paul leaned not only on the temporary nature of our lives 
together and the crises that enveloped the early church… but also on the sense that it was 
accompanied by inward renewal. 
 
I see that renewal here. Oh, it’s not dressed up all glitzy with a its own soundtrack nor is it the 
sort of thing that sweeps you off your feet. This renewal is subtle but resolved. It is the sort of 
change that looks at new opportunities for shared leadership in our congregations, and the 
hope that we might find newness in our ways of gathering. It’s the Leadership Team re-
evaluating its own warrant – its purpose – and the COM finding innovative ways to work with 
congregations. 
 
So, I do not lose heart. This doesn’t feel light or momentary (in the least) but I trust in the 
promise of these words. I trust in God. 
 
I also trust in the good folks that are this Presbytery. 


