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MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CAYUGA-SYRACUSE 

STATED MEETING – February 15, 2020 
First Presbyterian Church, Weedsport, New York 

  
 
The Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse held a stated meeting on Saturday, February 15, 2020 at First 
Presbyterian Church, Weedsport, New York. 
 
Prior to the meeting, the Rev. Beth Dubois led a program on a new social movement known as “The 
Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival.” Presbytery was privileged to be one of the 
first groups to preview the forthcoming feature-length documentary film We Cried Power that examines 
the crisis of poverty through the perspective of the leaders and voices of The Poor People’s Campaign. 
Dismantling systemic poverty is a focus of the Matthew 25 initiative of the PC(USA). Rev. DuBois 
engaged the body in a time of questions and answers. At the conclusion of the program Resource 
Presbyter Karen Chamis read a proclamation from Senator Rachel May honoring the CNY Poor People’s 
Campaign and the Rev. Beth Dubois for seeking to change the narrative that says that the poor are at 
fault for their condition. 
 
GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD  
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. by Past Moderator the Rev. Shawn Reyburn. Stated Clerk 
Rev. Ben Fitzgerald-Fye declared a quorum present and Rev. Reyburn opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
The roll was taken by sign-in sheets in the registration area. There were 19 minister members, 1 
Commissioned Lay Pastor, and 33 ruling elders (27 ruling elder commissioners plus 6 ruling elders with 
vote due to office) for a total of 53 enrolled with vote. Names are listed at the end of these minutes. 
 
Moderator Reyburn called on the Rev. Mary Anderson, pastor of the host congregation. Rev. Anderson 
welcomed all present and gave a brief history of the Weedsport church which began as a splinter group 
from Sennett Church. It lost its first building to fire and settled in its present site in 1865. The first pastor 
was paid $320 per year and was once offered a raise of $10 plus a supply of firewood provided the 
pastor chopped it himself. Rev. Anderson is the second female pastor, the first having been the Rev. 
Debra Thomas, also a minister member of Presbytery. 
 
First-time elder commissioners were introduced and welcomed: Virginia Fennessy and Pricilla Worral 
(Skaneateles), Charles Provo (East Syracuse), Bill Byrne and David Hitchcock (Pebble Hill), and Joan 
Deppa (Park Central).  
 
The Moderator called for Good News announcements. Rev. Beth DuBois (South-Valley) shared 
information relating to The Poor People’s Campaign. 
 
WORSHIP OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 
Following a time of sharing announcements and good news, Presbytery gathered around the Table for 
worship and the celebration of communion. Drawing on passages from Matthew 17, Rev. Beth DuBois 
delivered a powerful, engaging message on being beloved by God, the blessing of knowing that God 
delights in us, and the call to step up and care for one another as beloved children of God. Rev. 
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Stephanie Weaver led the prayers of the people and Rev. Mary Anderson presided over the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. Music was offered and led by the Wings of Praise musicians of the host church. An 
offering was collected and donated to the host church’s local mission with the Brutus-Sennett Food 
Pantry. 
 
During worship Presbytery witnessed to the resurrection by remembering the following saints who died 
in 2019: 

 
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUBURN 

Harold Short, Elder       August 4, 2019 
Charlotte Pederson, Elder      August 19, 2019 
Joyce Short, Elder       October 25, 2019 

   
AUBURN-WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

James Bentley, Deacon      January 30, 2019 
Marjorie Drummond, Elder      October 4, 2019 

 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CAZENOVIA 

Bruce Ball, Deacon       January 12, 2019 
 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHITTENANGO 

Ruth Dibble, Elder       April 4, 2019 
 
COLLAMER UNITED CHURCH 

Harold Vollmer, Elder      July 16, 2019 
Jeanette L. Wright       October 10, 2019 
Rhonda Fults       November 7, 2019 

 
PEBBLE HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DEWITT 
  Jean Wolff, Elder       January 17, 2019 
  Rod Cochran, Elder       March 16, 2019 
 
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF EAST SYRACUSE 

Paul Harding, Elder       March 2, 2019 
Walter Eugene Lansing, Elder     April 20, 2019 
Linda Polcaro, Elder       September 23, 2019 

  
ISAIAH’S TABLE – Worshipping Community 

Carola Shave, Elder       April 28, 2019 
 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KING FERRY 

Patricia S. Neumann, Elder      November 24, 2019 
Julie A. McCollister, Elder      November 30, 2019 

 
COLUMBIAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LAFAYETTE 

James Carlton Park, member      May 18, 2019 
Larry B. Martin, Elder      August 17, 2019 
Charlotte Palmer Park, Elder      October 3, 2019 
Joanne Gage Thudin, Elder      December 29, 2019 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LIVERPOOL 
Robin Kerr-Wilson, Elder       April 17, 2019 
Jeanette Williams, Deacon      October 30, 2019 
John Maurer, Elder       December 27, 2019 

 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SKANEATELES 

Hugh Hadley, Elder       April 20, 2019 
Malcolm Downs, Deacon      September 3, 2019 
Janet Allyn, Elder       November 28, 2019 

   
SYRACUSE-ROBINSON ELMWOOD UNITED CHURCH 

Mary Ellen Brzozowski, Elder      June 5, 2019 
 
SYRACUSE-SOUTH VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

Rev. William L. Coop       May 24, 2019 
Pastor Emeritus, South Presbyterian Church (now 
South Valley Presbyterian Church 

Viola Ann Marcy,       December 20, 2019. 
Elder and Deacon for South Presbyterian Church 
and South Valley Presbyterian Church 

 
WHITELAW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Linda Niles, Elder       March 28, 2019 

 
WORK OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 
Moderator Reyburn asked for a motion to approve the docket. The Stated Clerk asked that 
consideration of Overture 042 Regarding Worship Resources for Ministering to Veterans be added to the 
docket at the time the Synod overtures were listed. Due to Rev. Tom Oak’s absence, the “Greetings from 
the Moderator” and “Recognition of Service” items were removed. A motion to approve the docket as 
amended was made, seconded, and VOTED APPROVED. 
 
The minutes of the November 2, 2019 Stated Meeting were VOTED APPROVED as submitted with no 
additions or corrections. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Moderator Reyburn called for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, noting that items could be 
removed at this time. No items were removed. Motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made, 
seconded, and VOTED APPROVED. By voting to approve the Consent Agenda, Presbytery received a 
variety of reports for information which will be documented later in these minutes. There were no 
action items in the consent agenda requiring Presbytery’s approval. 
 
The Moderator called for New Business, but no items were submitted. 
 
LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT 
The Moderator called on Elder Lynn Jacques, Chair of the Leadership Team. 
Elder Jacques moved that the updated position descriptions for Stated Clerk and Associate Stated Clerk 
which were distributed with the docket mailing be approved. After a time of discussion, a motion was 
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made and seconded to call the question, and the motion was voted approved. The motion to approve 
the position descriptions was then voted upon and VOTED APPROVED. 
 
Ms. Jacques then moved that elder Linda Russell be approved to serve as advocate for Overture [OVT-
011] Regarding a Korea Peace Treaty at General Assembly. Motion was VOTED APPROVED. 
 
Presbytery received the following informational report from the Leadership Team as part of the Consent 
Agenda: 
 
Since the last Presbytery meeting (Nov 2, 2019) the Leadership Team met twice. Our November meeting 
was held at First United Church of East Syracuse, 823 Franklin Park Drive, East Syracuse NY  13057. There 
was no meeting in December. The January meeting was held at the office of the Synod of the Northeast, 
5811 Heritage Landing Drive, East Syracuse NY   13057. The rolls for these meetings are as follows: 
 
November 25, 2019: Present: Elder Lynn Jacques (Chair), Elder Linda Van Buskirk (Vice Chair), the Rev 
Diane Monger, Elder Karen Fay, Elder Jackie Murphy, Elder Neil Rotach (via phone), Elder Susan S. Smith; 
Excused: the Rev, James Moore, Elder Bob Davenport, Elder Mark Kasdorf, the Rev Patrick Heery, the 
Rev Stephanie Weaver; Absent: Elder Craig Williams; Ex-officio present: the Rev . Tom Oak (Moderator), 
the Rev Monica Styron (Vice Moderator, via phone), the Rev Ben Fitzgerald-Fye (Stated Clerk), Elder 
Linda Russell (Associate Stated Clerk), the Rev Karen Chamis (Resource Presbyter) and Gordie Howard 
(Treasurer).  
 
January 27, 2020: Present: Elder Lynn Jacques (Chair), Elder Linda Van Buskirk (Vice Chair, via phone), 
Elder Bob Davenport, Elder Karen Fay, Elder Mark Kasdorf, Rev Patrick Heery (via phone) Elder Neil 
Rotach, Elder Susan S. Smith, Rev Stephanie Weaver.  Excused: Rev James Moore, Elder Jackie Murphy.  
Absent: Elder Craig Williams.  Ex-officio: Rev Tom Oak (Moderator), Rev Ben Fitzgerald-Fye (Stated 
Clerk), Elder Linda Russell (Associate Stated Clerk), Rev Karen Chamis (Resource Presbyter).  Excused: 
Rev Monica Styron (Vice Moderator), Gordie Howard (Treasurer) 
 
Actions Taken by the Leadership Team on Behalf of Presbytery 
 
1) Approved the motion that $1100 from the Leadership Team budget line be transferred to the 
Leadership Development budget line to cover the expense of Rev. Tom Oak’s attendance at the 
Moderator’s Conference in November. At the August 2019 meeting, the Leadership Team approved 
spending up to $1500 for this training with expenses to be charge to the Leadership Development 
budget line. 
2) Approved the motion to recommend that presbytery form a standing Investigating Commission of 
five (5) persons to respond to allegations of sexual misconduct. This motion will be referred to the 
Committee on Ministry for further consideration. 
3) Approved the motion to send Elder Rita Hooper as a guest to the Synod Ministry Commission on 
January 31 – Feb 1.  Our appointed representative, Vic Jenkins, is unable to attend. 
4) Approved the motion by the chair to increase the monies available through the Fay Giddings Fund 
from 20 percent to 30 percent. 
 
Benevolent Care Grants 
The following Benevolent Care grants were approved by the Leadership Team at its meeting on 
November 25, 2019. There were 11 requests totaling $15,940. Funds available for 2019 grants totaled 
$8,537. 
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Amboy Belle Isle United Church = $300 
Grant will be used to purchase grocery store gift cards to assist shut-in and elderly residents living near 
the church. 
 
Collamer United Church = $400 
Grant will be used to purchase food to be served at two community dinners for residents in need. 
 
Health Tapestry, Inc. = $1,000 
Deborah Herst Hill, RN, FCN.  Application was endorsed by Westminster Presbyterian Church-Auburn. 
Grant will be used to help service persons living on the margins of society in southern Cayuga County by 
providing medical/health/nutritional/hygiene/home repair items and by serving as advocate for legal 
and medical services. 
 
Community Resources for Independent Seniors (CRIS) = $1,500 
Karisha Solomon, executive director.  Application was endorsed by First Presbyterian Church, Cazenovia. 
 Grant will be used to support the CRIS CAT (Cazenovia Area Transportation) program that provides no-
cost transportation to medical and other appointments for residents age 55 and older. 
 
New Hope Presbyterian Church = $937 
Grant will be used to construct a covered entry on the back of the church Annex to provide safe and 
reliable access and egress to/from the church for both church members and community residents who 
use the building for Senior Nutrition Meals. 
 
Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church = $1,000 
Grant will be used to support the Syracuse Memory Café (SMC) ministry of the church.  (This ministry 
was recently highlighted in the Presbytery Matters e-news on December 5, 2019.) 
 
The Presbyterian Manor (Skaneateles) = $1,000 
Application was endorsed by First Presbyterian Church, Skaneateles. 
Grant will be used to help fund the replacement of two outdated and unreliable garage doors.  
 
Vanderkamp Camp and Conference Center = $400 
Application was endorsed by First United Church of Fulton. 
Grant will be used to fund supplies, food and leadership for two "Senior Fun Days" in 2020. 
 
First Presbyterian Church of Weedsport = $100 
Grant will be used to help fund a once-per-month senior luncheon at the Westshore Apartments senior 
living facility. 
 
Transportation Project for Cayuga County, Inc. (SCAT Van Service) = $800 
Application was endorsed by First Presbyterian Church, Weedsport. 
This grant will be used to help fund the purchase of two vans used to provide rides for senior and 
disabled citizens. 
 
Westminster Manor (Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery Home for the Elderly) = $1,100 
Application was endorsed by Westminster Presbyterian Church, Auburn. 
Grant will be used to help create a corner in the dining room where residents can serve themselves 
healthy snacks and meet with friends and family members. 
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Items of Information from the Leadership Team: 
New Worshipping Communities (NWC):  The 1001 NWC Perspectives Conference was held in Kansas 
City. Elders Karen Fay, Karen Wolff, Nancy Wind and Rebecca Wind attended. The attendees were able 
to do a lot of networking. Becca Stevens, founder of Thistle Farms, used the “Hokey Pokey” as a 
metaphor for ministry – we must put our whole self in and get turned around to do and be what God 
calls us to do and be.  The 1001 NWC Missional Summit was held at Stony Point Center October 26-27, 
2019. Rev. Mary Anderson and elders Liz DaBoll, Pearl Fisher, and Nancy Wind attended. They reviewed 
missional theology based on Jeremiah 29 – in exile they were called to build a house, settle down in the 
foreign land. They received many tools to help them further the development of ministry at Isiah’s 
Table. They continue to work towards the goal of establishing a Spanish speaking New Worshipping 
Community. Synod Networker the Rev. Dr. Amaury Tanon Santos has been helpful in moving forward 
with this project. The NWC is asking the Presbytery for prayer as it continues the ministry at Isaiah’s 
Table and move forward with the establishment of a Spanish speaking NWC.  
 
Bylaws and Standing Rules: Rev Ben Fitzgerald-Fye (Stated Clerk), Elder Linda Russell (Associate Stated 
Clerk) and Elder Neil Rotach continue to work on updating the current by laws and standing rules. Karen 
Chamis, Resource Presbyter, submitted a draft for a Manual of Operations which is being reviewed by 
the Leadership Team.  
 
Korea Peace Treaty: Overture has been received by OGA and listed as OVT-011. Three Presbyteries have 
voted to concur and are listed by OGA: Lake Erie, Lake Michigan, Susquehanna Valley. Other 
Presbyteries have it on their docket to speak to the overture.  
 
The Synod of the Northeast has submitted two overtures to GA. 

a. OVT-05: On Amending G-20301 to Allow Congregations to Elect Members as Ruling Elders 
for Service to the Larger Church 

b. OVT-06: On Establishing a General Assembly Administrative Commission on Mid Councils 
  
Dates to Remember: 
February 14  Clerk’s Annual Questionnaire due (online) 
February 15  Presbytery Stated Meeting, Weedsport 
February 24  Leadership Team meeting at Robinson Elmwood Presbyterian Church 
March 23  Leadership Team meeting 
April 27   Leadership Team meeting 
May 12   Presbytery Annual Meeting, Robinson Elmwood Presbyterian Church 
May 25   Memorial Day – no Leadership Team Meeting 
June 15   Leadership Team Meeting 
June 20-27  General Assembly, Baltimore 
July 23-24  Thrive Seminar (for clergy aged 50+) by the Board of Pensions 
 
REPORT OF THE RESOURCE PRESBYTER 
The Moderator called on Resource Presbyter the Rev. Karen Chamis. 
Rev. Chamis shared that in the first six months of her ministry as Resource Presbyter she has been able 
to visit about one-half of Presbytery’s churches in person and that has been “a delight.” In her work with 
the Leadership Team she led a half-day Leadership Team “summit” on January 11 which focused on 
identifying organizational values, both current and aspirational. One discovery was a professed 
eagerness for more creativity in the work and life of Presbytery, and out of that came the decision to 
include a “poetry slam” in the February Presbytery meeting. Rev. Chamis concluded by reassuring the 
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body that she continues to work on a presbytery directory and encouraged pastors to turn in their 
yellow information cards. 
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 
The following report was received by Presbytery as part of the Consent Agenda: 
The activities of presbytery daily business continue to be monitored and maintained.  Email is monitored 
and responded to or forwarded as needed.  Data systems are also monitored routinely and as needed.  
In addition to the regular functions of Stated Clerk, the following is also reported: 

1. Continue to attend as ex-officio resource to the COM Work Group  
2. Continue to attend as ex-officio resource to the Leadership Team.  
3. The Stated Clerk concurs with the Leadership Team recommendation to approve Stated Clerk 

and Associate Stated Clerk Job Descriptions. 
4. The Stated Clerk concurs with the recommendation that the presbytery form a permanent 

standing investigating committee to handle sexual misconduct and sexual abuse claims. 
5. Resourced the Investigating Committee in relation to sexual misconduct allegation 
6. Resourced the Administrative Commission on Vanderkamp 
7. Both the Investigating Committee and the Administrative Commission have completed their 

work.   
8. The Vanderkamp report will be discussed as part of regular business during the Feb. 15,  

2020 meeting. 
9. The Investigative Committee has reached a conclusion based upon their investigation.  The basic 

statement of their finding is as follows: 
“Therefore, at this time, the Investigating Committee in this case does not recommend the 
filing of charges with the Permanent Judicial Commission in this case on the grounds that 
there is a lack of first-hand reporting of the incident and concerns about the nature of 
corroborating evidence.” 
The completed report, notes, and transcripts are confidential and will be on file.  They are 
currently in a secure folder with the Stated Clerk awaiting transfer to the presbytery office. This 
ends the business of the Investigating Committee and excuses its members from further action 
on this item. 
 
The committee’s recommendations, based on their experience, will be forwarded to the 
appropriate staff and committee and commission chairs for review. 

 
This concludes the written report of the Stated Clerk. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Ben Fitzgerald-Fye 
Stated Clerk 

 
REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATE STATED CLERK 
Moderator Reyburn recognized Elder Linda Russell, Associate Stated Clerk. Ms. Russell reported on the 
floor that: 

• to-date the Korea Peace Treaty overture had received concurrence from nine presbyteries; 

• the Presbyterian Peace Network for Korea was sponsoring a lunch at GA on June 22 in an effort 
to generate knowledge of, and support for, the Korea Peace Treaty overture; and 

• that 30 churches had submitted their annual statistical reports and that she would assist the 
remaining seven with their reports. 
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The following report from the Associate Stated Clerk on recent activities was received by Presbytery as 
part of the Consent Agenda: 
1. Participated in phone consultations with the Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Resource Presbyter, 

Stated Clerk, and others. 
2. Handled set-up and registration and worked the presbytery meeting on November 2, 2019. 
3. Performed session records review for Morrisville Community Church on November 5 (meeting at 

Pebble Hill, DeWitt). 
4. Participated in the Synod’s “Come to the Table” event at Stony Point November 8-9, 2019. 
5. Worked with Communications Director Sarah Buckshot (November 13) to update content and 

document links on our current website. 
6. Served as a resource for the COR work group in a conference call on November 15, 2019. 
7. Participated in a Zoom conference with Kris Valerius, Manager of Denominational Rolls and Statistics 

in the OGA, and Kate Duffert, who is handling overtures to GA. 
8. Prepared minutes of the October 28, 2019 Leadership Team meeting. 
9. Wrote a letter to the executive directors of Vanderkamp Center requesting documents as tasked at 

the October Leadership Team meeting. 
10. Fielded a variety of phone calls to Presbytery from folks seeking information and provided the 

information or redirected the caller to another source. 
11. Assisted the Vanderkamp Administrative Commission in locating and preparing documents. 
12. Sent an email to all Stated Clerks in our Synod requesting support for the Korea Peace Treaty 

overture. 
13. Participated in two presbytery meeting planning sessions. 
14. Met with members of the Weedsport church to prepare for February stated meeting. 
15. Assisted the Leadership Development work group with preparations for the “mission fair” at 

February presbytery meeting. 
16. Participated in the Leadership Team “summit” on January 11. 
17. Prepared minutes of the November 25, 2019 Leadership Team meeting. 
18. Fielded a variety of phone calls to Presbytery from folks seeking information and provided the 

information or redirected the caller to another source. 
19. Interviewed several church offices for directory information. Since I have not been able to collect 

contact data quickly enough, Karen Chamis has taken my place on this project. 
20. Assisted the bookkeeper with updating automatic payments on the presbytery credit card. 
21. Responded to emails and phone calls from clerks of session regarding statistical reports. 
22. Prepared minutes of the January 27, 2020 Leadership Team meeting. 
23. Attended the stated meeting of Utica Presbytery on January 28, 2020 at their invitation to present 

the Korea Peace Treaty overture to that body for concurrence. They voted to approve. 
24. Attended, along with Resource Presbyter Karen Chamis, a meeting of judicatory representatives 

(presbyteries of Utica and Cayuga-Syracuse along with the Upstate NY Synod of ELCA) on January 29, 
2020 in Oneida to review and discuss the positions of the three judicatories regarding Vanderkamp. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda S. Russell 
Associate Stated Clerk 
 
REPORT OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 
The Moderator called on Communications Coordinator Sarah Buckshot. Ms. Buckshot energetically 
shared the following: 

• Some churches are stepping up with their social media, but she asks that everyone please 
continue to do more. 
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• A website is good for in-house informational use; social media is good for outreach. Instagram is 
used by young people and she is considering this for Presbytery. Facebook is popular with 
parents and grandparents. Twitter is used by professionals. 

• When doing sermons online it is best to use both audio and visual. YouTube is good as an email 
link. 

• She encouraged churches to submit more photos of the week. 

• She welcomes new ideas for features to include in the weekly Presbytery Matters e-news. 
 
PRESBYTERIAN POETRY SLAM  
Moderator Reyburn recognized Elder Linda Van Buskirk, member of the Leadership Team. Ms. Van 
Buskirk gave an engaging introduction to the concept of a poetry slam as one idea emerging from the 
Leadership Team “summit” for introducing more creativity into Presbytery meetings, and she 
encouraged the body to try to write something of their own. She then introduced elder David Hitchcock 
from Pebble Hill who read several poems which he had authored.  
 
At this point Presbytery recessed for a time of fellowship and lunch. Members were encouraged to 
check out the mission displays in and around the lunch area which focused on the Matthew 25 initiative 
addressing poverty.  
 
Presbytery reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with Vice-Moderator the Rev. Monica Styron presiding. 
 
The Poetry Slam continued with Elder Van Buskirk reading from John Donne’s Holy Sonnets as well as 
from the works of George Herbert, and Rev. Karen Chamis reading “Life Goes On” by theologian and civil 
rights leader Howard Thurman. 
 
COM WORK GROUP 
Vice Moderator Styron recognized the Rev’s Lorrie Day Anson and Lorrie Cooney, Co-chairs of the COM 
Work Group. 
Rev. Anson reported that the Rev. Jeanine Haven was installed as the full-time pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church of Baldwinsville at a special service of installation held at the church on February 9, 
2020. Rev. Haven was called to her position at a duly held congregational meeting on October 20, 2019 
with an effective start date of October 21, 2019. The COM Work Group approved the following persons 
as part of the Administrative Commission for Rev. Haven’s installation service: Rev. Dr. Tom Oak, 
Presbytery Moderator; Rev. Monica Styron, Presbytery Vice-Moderaor; Rev. Virginia Smith, COM Work 
Group; Rev. Dr. Louise Barger; and ruling elders Rita Hooper (Fulton) and Victor Jenkins (Baldwinsville). 
The Administrative Commission was dismissed with thanks following the service. 
 
Rev. Anson next reported that the congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Cazenovia voted on 
January 26, 2020 to approve a dissolution agreement between the Rev. Dr. Tom Oak and First 
Presbyterian Church of Cazenovia effective January 6, 2020 and that the COM Work Group and the 
Resource Presbyter were closely involved with both the session and Rev. Oak in shepherding the 
dissolution process. Rev. Anson then moved, on behalf of the COM Work Group, that Presbytery concur 
with the vote of First Presbyterian Church of Cazenovia to dissolve the pastoral relationship between the 
church and the Rev. Dr. Tom Oak taken at a congregational meeting held at the church on January 26, 
2020. The motion was VOTED APPROVED. 
 
Rev. Lorrie Cooney reported that the COM Work Group is helping a number of churches in pastoral 
transitions. She introduced to Presbytery the Work Group’s recently developed process for “Small 
Church Conversations,” in recognition of the reality that many small churches cannot afford a pastor. 
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Three members of the Work Group and the Resource Presbyter have met with one such Small Church 
Conversation group regarding transitions, and Rev. Cooney stated that they will continue to help these 
small churches. 
 
Rev. Cooney then introduced the Work Group’s proposal for a Standing Investigating Committee of The 
Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse for Handling Sexual Misconduct Reports. The text of the proposed 
warrant was submitted to the body for discussion. Language regarding the membership of this 
committee was amended by consensus from “…shall be reviewed annually concurrent with the election 
of a new Moderator…” to read: “…shall be reviewed concurrent with the election of a new 
Moderator….” The text of the amended warrant reads as follows: 

Warrant for a Standing Investigating Committee  
of The Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse 

for Handling Sexual Misconduct Reports 
 

Weedsport, NY 
February 15, 2020 

 
One of the most serious and consequential roles of the church is to receive, investigate, and 
respond to accusations of sexual misconduct.  The Presbyterian Church USA recognizes that, 
“Sexual abuse as defined in Section D-10.0401c shall be considered contrary to the Scriptures 
or Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and therefore an offense for purposes of 
these rules.” (D-2.0203b)  As an act that is both contrary to our basic values of faith, order and 
safety and as an outward expression of human sin and brokenness that causes significant 
trauma to those involved, it is essential that any council of the church handle these issues with 
seriousness, confidentiality, effectiveness, efficiency, compassion, discernment, and adherence 
to the constitution of the church.  To that end, having a standing committee of highly trained, 
professional, diverse individuals specifically tasked with handling these claims is the most 
effective way to protect the rights of those making accusations, those accused, and those who 
experience the trauma and pain of these violations.   
 
The COM Work Group, in response to requests from the Leadership Team and the Stated Clerk 
(informed, in part, by recommendations from our most recent Investigating Committee), has 
affirmed that the formation of a permanent standing committee made up of 5 members, 3 
elders and 2 ministers of word and sacrament with direct or related experience to these kinds 
of allegations, to investigate future allegations and reports of sexual misconduct. 
 
Background:   
A recent investigation into a matter of sexual misconduct revealed the absence of a basic sense 
of how to coordinate and complete the investigative process.  It also revealed a significant need 
for training and awareness in the area of sexual misconduct and judicial process.  The PCUSA has 
made recommendations that presbyteries form standing committees who can be trained and 
equipped to deal with this kind of investigation without the delay of forming new committees 
and training new members each time there is an accusation of this nature.   
As a presbytery, we dedicate ourselves to the safety and the spiritual well-being of all.  As such, 
it is reasonable to assure that those handling the most serious matters of disciplinary process be 
consistent and well-trained.   
It is also important to be sure that our wider membership receives training and is made aware of 
issues related to and arising from sexual misconduct. 
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Proposal: 
The COM Work Group, in consultation with the Leadership Team, Resource Presbyter, and the 
Stated Clerk proposes the formation of a standing committee to perform the tasks outlined in D-
10.0202 of the Book of Order that outlines the responsibilities and procedures of the 
Investigating Committee.  This committee will fulfill all other related responsibilities outlined in 
the Rules of Discipline. 
**A copy of the basic responsibilities outlined in Book of Order Rules of Discipline D-10.0202 is 
attached.***  
 
Motion: 
Pursuant to Book of Order Rules of Discipline Chapter X, the COM Work Group moves that the 
Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse authorize the formation of a Standing Investigating Committee 
for Sexual Misconduct. 
 
The membership of this committee shall be by appointment of the Moderator of the presbytery, 
in consultation with the Chair of the Leadership Team, the Stated Clerk, and the Resource 
Presbyter. 
 
Membership of this committee shall be reviewed concurrent with the election of a new 
Moderator in consultation with the above-listed leadership. 
 
The membership of this committee shall receive specialized training specific to their functions 
from both the Stated Clerk and/or General Assembly staff with knowledge and expertise in the 
area of investigation and judicial process. 
 
This committee will follow standard Book of Order procedure in reporting, referring charges to 
the Permanent Judicial Commission, reporting findings to the Stated Clerk, and in maintaining 
absolute confidentiality for all involved. 
 
The Stated Clerk will be an on-call resource for this committee. 
 
Rev. Karen Chamis, Resource Presbyter 
Rev. Ben Fitzgerald-Fye, Stated Clerk 
Rev. Lorrie Anson, COM Work Group Co-Chair  
Rev. Lorrie Cooney, COM Work Group Co-Chair  
Elder Lynn Jacques, Chair of Leadership Team 

 
The motion to approve the warrant as amended was VOTED APPROVED. 
 
The following report on actions taken and other information from the COM Work Group was received by 
Presbytery as part of the Consent Agenda: 

Action taken by COM Work Group on behalf of Presbytery:  
1. Approved motion to request that the Nominating Committee find 3 more members, 2 elders 

and 1 pastor, for COM. 
2. Approved motion [at Work Group meeting on November 12, 2019] to transfer the 

membership of the Rev. Paul Doriani to Kiskiminetas Presbytery. 
3. Approved proposed letter to churches in transition concerning the meeting that was held on 

January 18, 2020. 
Items for Information from the COM Work Group: 
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1. COM, in its capacity as resource and oversight, has begun reviewing the Pulpit Supply List and 
policies and procedures related to pulpit supply. COM hopes to increase availability of 
preachers in the Reformed tradition and to create consistent procedures for inviting 
preachers from other traditions and denominations. 

2. COM continues to monitor and resource our churches in transition to provide liaisons and 
moderators as needed. 

3. Rev. Ben Fitzgerald-Fye was assigned moderator of the Marcellus session during their search 
process. 

 
PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY WORK GROUP 
Vice Moderator Styron recognized the Rev. Beth DuBois, Chair of the Work Group. 
Rev. DuBois introduced work group members elder Lynn Jacques and the Rev. Dr. Linda Even. She then 
presented Kimberly Patch, a member of Westminster Presbyterian Church-Auburn. On behalf of the 
Work Group, Rev. DuBois moved that Ms. Patch be approved as an Inquirer pursuing a call to the 
ministry of word and sacrament. Elder Ann Wiley, Ms. Patch’s session liaison, reported that the session 
of Westminster-Auburn enthusiastically endorsed Ms. Patch’s application. Ms. Patch then shared with 
the body a compelling self-introduction covering her personal life story and her faith journey which led 
her to the desire to be an Inquirer. After a short time for comments, the Vice Moderator called for the 
vote and the motion to approve Kimberly Patch as an Inquirer was VOTED APPROVED. 
 
NEW WORSHIPPING COMMUNITIES WORK GROUP 
Vice Moderator Styron recognized Elder Nancy Wind, ministry coordinator at Isaiah’s Table in Syracuse. 
Ms. Wind reviewed the history of Isaiah’s Table which is part of the 1001 New Worshiping Communities 
(NWC) initiative of the PC(USA). Isaiah’s Table began meeting in April of 2012 renting space from Missio 
Church in the former First Presbyterian Church United chapel for Saturday morning breakfast, worship, 
and a food pantry. In 2018 they were asked to find a new home, and on June 30, 2018 Isaiah’s Table 
moved into a space built by the Syracuse Near Westside Initiative for community use on the corner of 
Marcellus and Niagara. Here they discovered that a large portion of their neighbors are Spanish-
speaking families who cannot fully engage with Isaiah’s Table congregation in the current offerings 
because no one at Isaiah’s Table speaks Spanish fluently. Isaiah’s Table leadership has discerned the 
Holy Spirit stirring in their midst and has led them to dream of exploring the planting of a brand-
new Presbyterian-flavored, Spanish Speaking, Worshiping Community. 
 
Ms. Wind reported that leadership of Isaiah’s Table and the NWC Work Group have been collaborating 
on this new initiative. Isaiah’s Table has committed to letting this new community use their space rent-
free and has pledged to share a significant portion of their savings account for this new ministry. The 
NWC Work Group has been working with both national and Synod initiatives and have identified 
PC(USA) grant sources for this new worshipping community. The next step is identifying a Spanish 
speaking leader / church planter who will come to Syracuse to meet neighbors and discern with them 
what new thing God is doing in Syracuse around this dream of a new worshiping community. 
 
The NWC Work Group is eager to engage Presbytery more fully in this new initiative. First, individuals or 
churches interested in supporting a new Spanish-speaking worshipping community are gratefully invited 
into the process and should contact elder Karen Fay, member of the Leadership Team and chair of the 
NWC Work Group, at fimtay@gmail.com; Rev. Mary Anderson, member of the NWC Work Group, at 
savicki7@gmail.com; or Nancy Wind at nawind86@gmail.com. Second, the NWC leadership want this 
new initiative to have a firm foundation of prayer. At this point the Rev. Mary Anderson introduce the 
purpose of a prayer campaign around identifying a leader for this new initiative and invited Presbytery 
to participate in “30 Days of Prayer: Prayer Campaign for a New Ministry in the Presbytery of Cayuga-

mailto:fimtay@gmail.com
mailto:savicki7@gmail.com
mailto:nawind86@gmail.com
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Syracuse.” Rev. Anderson distributed Prayer Campaign brochures and led the body in praying the prayer 
for Day 1: God, thank You for giving, entirely by grace, gifts for each of us to use in ministering to each 
other. Open our eyes to the needs of other people around us and raise up leaders with wisdom as they 
equip others for the work of the ministry. We pray for a Spanish speaking leader to be raised up to plant 
a New Worshipping Community. This was followed by several moments of silent prayer. The NWC report 
concluded with the request that pastors and commissioners encourage their churches to commit to the 
“30 Days of Prayer” campaign. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Elder Gordie Howard 
Presbytery received the following financial reports for review as part of the Consent Agenda. Reports 
will be filed for audit: 

1. Per Capita Report, December 2019 
2. Statement of Financial Position by Fund, December 2019 
3. Presbytery 2019 Budget, December 31, 2019 

 
FINANCE AND PROPERTY WORK GROUP 
Presbytery received the following report from Work Group chair elder Bob Davenport as part of the 
Consent Agenda: 

1. The financial position year end is excellent due to the stock market performance in 2019. The 

Vanguard investments were up 30% and Presbyterian Foundation Investments were up 20%.  

2. Per capita income collected for 2019 as of 2/3/2020 is over 90%.  

3. All 2019 reports were reviewed and accepted by Treasurer and Finance and Property Workgroup. 

 
VANDERKAMP UPDATE 
Vice Moderator Styron recognized Resource Presbyter the Rev. Karen Chamis.  
Rev. Chamis began her report by thanking the members who served on the Administrative Commission 
regarding Presbytery’s relationship with Vanderkamp. Members inluded elders David Sandwick 
(Lafayette), Jacqueline Murphy (Parish-New Hope), Ann Wiley (Westminster-Auburn), and Roger 
Dilmore (Westminster-Auburn). The AC submitted its final report dated December 28, 2019. While the 
report was inadvertently not distributed with the docket mailing, it included the following: 

Instructions in the AC Warrant: 
1) Review the request from Vanderkamp regarding the proposed stay of any sale for a two year 
period and determine if such a request would negatively impact the mission of the presbytery. 
2) Determine if during this two year-period adequate insurance is in place to protect the 
concerns of the Presbytery. 
3) Establish appropriate benchmarks for this two-year period so that the presbytery might be 
regularly updated regarding the viability of the project in order that the presbytery might have 
time to develop an alternative plan. 
Findings of the AC: 
1) A certificate of insurance with the Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse named as the certificate 
holder is now on file in the Presbytery office. The next premium is due February 1, 2020. The 
coverage is standard. The Finance and Property workgroup should determine if coverage is 
adequate as part of its insurance review work. 
2) Roger Dilmore, Jackie Murphy, and David Sandwick toured the facility and found that yes, 
there is much needed work to be done but the facilities are overall in sufficiently good condition 
for camp operations to continue. 
3)The commissioners felt that camp operations should continue. The potential liability of having 
a vacant property in a remote area seems greater than any potential liability with continued 
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operations. Further, the camp offers a strong program in building Christian faith and fellowship, 
and a big opportunity to reach the population at large by offering retreat, hospitality, and 
recreational services. This mission opportunity is consistent with the mission of the presbytery 
of Cayuga Syracuse of equipping its churches to fulfill the Great Commission. 
Recommendations from the AC: 
1. There needs to be a meeting set up in January for all three of the judicatories to meet and 
discuss what each judicatory is expecting from its involvement with Vanderkamp. 
2. The commissioners agreed that the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse should give its blessings to 
Vanderkamp directors Penny and Bill James to proceed as they have planned, so they can start 
work on the summer season. They, along with the ECA board, will be expected to reach firmly 
stated milestones which the Commission or the Presbytery will set up in the coming weeks. The 
focus of these milestones should be operation of Vanderkamp by an independent board which 
has the title to the property. 
3. The Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse needs to assess is potential liability and determine if the 
insurance coverage is adequate. The Presbytery should also determine what liability the 
presbytery might have for any unpaid bills or missed payroll, and the liability the presbytery may 
feel for these costs. 
4. The Vanderkamp directors should provide the Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse with a concise 
written statement of their plans, outlining activities and goals to achieve financial independence 
and sufficient earnings to address long-term needs including maintenance of the property. This 
statement should be written with the assumption that there will be a strong, independent 
board. Separately, the Vanderkamp directors and the ECA Board should provide a concise 
written statement of the needs for short-term and long-term changes in governance and 
operation of that governance. The long-term changes may include a role for the Friends of 
Vanderkamp. 

 
After reviewing the content of the AC report for the body, Rev. Chamis proceeded to explain that while 
the AC, acting on behalf of Cayuga-Syracuse, concluded that Vanderkamp should be given two years to 
ascertain if the camp could become self-sustaining, she had been informed that our two partner 
judicatories in Vanderkamp, namely Utica Presbytery and the Upstate New York Synod of ELCA, did not 
agree and, in fact, wished to cease operations and sell the camp. Therefore, Rev. Chamis explained that 
Cayuga-Syracuse now needed to make a new determination as to whether or not Cayuga-Syracuse could 
feasibly assume sole ownership of the camp given the camp’s assets and liabilities and the financial 
investment this would require from Cayuga-Syracuse. 
 
At this point, Rev. Chamis put forth a recommendation from the Finance and Property Work Group 
which was distributed in print at the time of registration: Finance and Property moves that Elder Victor 
Jenkins [Baldwinsville] and Elder Robert Davenport [Westminster-Auburn] be elected to represent the 
Presbytery on a joint task force comprised of the three partner judicatories involved with Vanderkamp. 
The work of this task force is to determine the jointly held assets and liabilities of Vanderkamp. These 
individuals shall be empowered to hire appropriate personnel to accomplish this task (including but not 
limited to appraisers, auditors and legal counsel), and the Presbytery authorizes up to 50K from 
Endowment funds for this specific work. 
 
Vice Moderator Styron called for discussion of the motion. Rev. Karen Chamis began by speaking in favor 
of the motion. A variety of questions and comments followed which focused on incorporation papers 
and bylaws for the Ecumenical Camp Association (ECA) and the Central New York Presbyterian 
Conference Center (CNYPCC), plans and costs for appraisals, cash flow, booked rentals, etc. The question 
was raised as to how could Vanderkamp plan a season this year. Directors Bill and Penny James reported 
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that they had consolidated the camping season to run only for the first two weeks of August (versus the 
usual six weeks in summer) and that they planned to use volunteer versus paid counselors. Rev. Chamis 
emphasized that our hands are being tied by the decision of the other two judicatories to proceed with 
plans to withdraw from Vanderkamp. Rev. Shawn Reyburn, prior member of the ECA and CNYPCC 
boards (aka Vanderkamp Board) and with many years of church camp experience in his previous 
presbytery, spoke in favor of the motion, encouraging Presbytery to trust the process. Vice-Moderator 
Styron called for close of discussion and called for the vote. The motion was VOTED APPROVED. 
 
OVERTURES TO THE 224TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
The Vice-Moderator called on Presbytery to consider three overtures. Overtures from the Synod of the 
Northeast [OVT-005 and OVT-006] were distributed with the docket mailing; [OVT-042] was handed out 
at registration. 
 
The Vice-Moderator called on the Stated Clerk to present [OVT-042]: Regarding Worship Resources for 
Ministering to Veterans coming from Blackhawk Presbytery. A motion was made and seconded to 
concur with the overture and the Vice-Moderator called for discussion. The Stated Clerk spoke in favor 
of the overture. There being no further discussion, the motion to concur was VOTED APPROVED. 
 
The Vice-Moderator called for a motion to concur with [OVT-005]: On Amending G-2.0301 to Allow 
Congregations to Elect Members as Ruling Elders for Service to the Larger Church coming from the Synod 
of the Northeast. Motion to concur was made and seconded and the Vice-Moderator called for 
discussion. Stated Clerk Rev. Ben Fitzgerald-Fye spoke against the overture. Associate Stated Clerk Linda 
Russell shared a message from the Rev. Nancy Talbot, Stated Clerk of the Synod, who was unable to 
attend this meeting as planned due to illness, highlighting points that Rev. Talbot wished to have shared. 
Several questions and comments for and against the overture were voiced. A motion to call the question 
was made (Weaver), seconded and voted approved. The Vice-Moderator then called for a voice vote on 
the motion to concur. The motion to concur was VOTED NOT APPROVED. 
 
The Vice-Moderator then called for a motion to concur with [OVT-006]: On Establishing a General 
Assembly Administrative Commission on Mid Councils coming from the Synod of the Northeast. Motion 
to concur was made and seconded and the Vice-Moderator called for discussion. Stated Clerk Rev. Ben 
Fitzgerald-Fye and Resource Presbyter Karen Chamis spoke against the overture. Associate Stated Clerk 
Linda Russell shared a message from the Rev. Nancy Talbot, Stated Clerk of the Synod. Several questions 
and comments for and against the overture were voiced. The Vice-Moderator then called for a voice 
vote on the motion to concur. The motion to concur was unanimously VOTED NOT APPROVED. 
 
THE PEOPLE OF GOD DEPART 
With no further business, the Vice Moderator offered a resolution of thanks to our host church, a closing 
prayer and benediction, and the meeting was adjourned at 2:46 p.m. 
 
The final, permanent minutes of this Assembly will also include the reports and handouts 
distributed for this meeting. 
 
Minutes submitted and attested by: 
 
Linda S. Russell, Associate Stated Clerk 
 
Rev. Ben Fitzgerald-Fye, Stated Clerk 
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ROLL: 

Minister Members Present: 
Garrett Anderson 

Mary Anderson 

Lorrie Day Anson 

Roosevelt Baums 

Karen Chamis 

Lorrie Cooney 

Beth DuBois 

Linda Even 

Benjamin Fitzgerald-Fye 

Stuart Hayes 

Jeanine Haven 

Dan McCollister 

James Moore 

Shawn Reyburn 

Harold “Sandy” Sanderson 

Monica Styron 

Debra Thomas 

Charlie Vollmer* 

Stephanie Weaver 

*Temporary Member of Presbytery  

Total Present:  19 
 

Minister Members Absent with Notice: 
Jane Dasher 

Karen Green 

Jenna Heery 

Patrick Heery 

Yong Ju Jee 

Rebecca Kiser 

Andrew McTyre 

Sarah McTyre 

Diane Monger 

Banu Moore 

David Movsovich* 

Tom Oak 

Kathleen Waters 

 
Leadership Team Ruling Elders: 
Bob Davenport Present 

Karen Fay Present 

Lynn Jacques Present 

Mark Kasdorf -- 

Jacqueline Murphy Present 

Neil Rotach Present 

Susan S. Smith -- 

Linda Van Buskirk Present 

Craig Williams -- 

Present with Vote: 6 

Excused  

Gordie Howard, Treasurer, ex-officio -- 

Linda Russell, Assoc. S. Clerk, ex-officio present 

 
Commissioned Lay Pastors present or absent with notice: 
Donna Chapman Present 

Present: 1 

Excused: n/a 
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Ruling Elder Commissioners present: 
Amboy Belle Isle (2) Robert M. Armstrong 

Auburn, First (2)  

Auburn Westminster (3)  Donna Hunt, Ann Wiley 

Aurora (2)  

Baldwinsville (3) Victor Jenkins, Luella A. Oakes 

Cazenovia (3)  Patricia Johnson 

Chittenango (2) Charles Albee 

Collamer (2)  

Dewitt, Pebble Hill (3)  Donna Sognefest, Bill Byrne 

East Syracuse (2)  

Fayetteville (3) Beth Kraus 

Fulton  

Hannibal   

Jamesville   

King Ferry   

LaFayette   

Liverpool   

Marcellus  Sandy Manciocchi 

Mexico   

Morrisville  Sylvia McKinnon  

North Syracuse, Northminster  

Oswego  

Otisco  excused 

Parish, New Hope David Sperling 

Port Byron  

Scipioville   

Sennett  

Skaneateles (3) David Graham, Pricilla Worral, Virginia 

Fennessy 

Syracuse, Isaiah’s Table  Nancy Wind 

Syracuse, Korean  

Syracuse, Onondaga Hill Ryan Collins 

Syracuse, Park Central (3) Rhona Lee (Ronnie) Jones, Joan Deppa, 

Anita Wagner 

Syracuse, Robinson Elmwood Mary Browne 

Syracuse, South Valley  

Syracuse, Taunton excused 

Syracuse, Westminster Linda Harrington 

Weedsport (2) William E. Smith, Sandra Kreplin 

Whitelaw (2) Camille Bach 

Present 27 

Churches Represented 19 
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Total present and eligible to vote: 
19 Ministers,  
27 Ruling Elder Commissioners,  
  1 Commissioned Lay Pastor,  
 6 Ruling Elders with vote due to office,  
 Total 53 

 
Candidates and Inquirers: 
Dan DeBrucker-Cota Excused 

Shavonn Lynch Present 

Present 1 

Excused 1 

 
Corresponding Members: 
Sarah Buckshot C-S Communications Coordinator 

Bill James Vanderkamp 

Penny James Vanderkamp 

  

 
Visitors present: 
Kimberly Patch Westminster-Auburn 

Chris Patch Westminster-Auburn 

Dan Thomas Weedsport 

Pearl Fisher Isaiah’s Table 

  

  
 


