
 
Biography – Karen C. Chamis 

 
Born and raised in Buffalo, Karen has a deep love for New York State.  She did her BA at 
Buffalo State (Philosophy) and her MDiv at Union Theological Seminary in NYC.  While in 
NYC she worked for Church World Service supporting the Immigrant and Refugee Program, 
and did her Field placement at The Riverside Church.  Somewhere along the way, she fell in 
love with Bill Chamis and they were married. 
 
Karen was ordained to ministry in Attica, NY where she learned the joys and challenges of 
being a small church pastor as well as being a new mother to Elizabeth Grace (aka Ella). 
 
From Attica she went to NJ, and served two congregations – Metuchen (a large suburban 
congregation) and then settled in with the self-affirmed “Church of Misfit Toys” in Roselle 
where she served for 15 years. 
 
Karen’s most recent ministry has been working with National Capital Presbytery as the 
Director of Congregational Development and Mission – as well as occasionally taking the 
reins as the Head of Staff.   
 
Her PhD dissertation in Organizational Leadership (Eastern University) has been shuffled 
several times, but she continues to hope it will one day be finished.  She’s a trained conflict 
mediator, and is working toward her Coaching certificate (ICF) as well as having training in 
Healthy Congregations. 
 
Karen and Bill enjoy camping and have 10 acres of property in Camden, NY where they 
have learned to time their visits around black and deer fly seasons.  They both enjoy 
Community Theater (on and behind the stage) and choral singing.  Karen is often seen 
wielding knitting needles and also enjoys spinning and weaving.   
 
What she most enjoys is building relationships with others and amongst others.  She looks 
forward to hearing the stories of the congregations in Cayuga-Syracuse and learning about 
the dreams and visions people have as well as discerning where God is calling all of us to go 
next.    
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