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A statement of my understanding of Christian vocation in the Reformed tradition and how it 

relates to my sense of call. 

 

My personal sense of call places an emphasis on the understanding that our faith is not lived out 

in a vacuum. The early Reformers understood that our faith is meant to be practiced in 

community. We are called to be the body of Christ and this is something that we cannot do if we 

are only concerned with ourselves, as individuals. It is only when we recognize that, as 

Christians, our faith journey is communal. Then we begin to understand what it means to be 

Christians. 

 

My sense of call began through a series of questions posed by some meaningfully placed people 

in my path.  I was approached by a co-worker who asked how serious I was about discerning the 

will of God in my life. A few weeks later, after leading an adult forum, I was approached by 

Rev. Dwain Lee, the interim pastor at Westminster, who asked me if I had ever considered 

attending seminary. Although I had not previously considered it, the question continued to roll 

over in my mind.  

 

In May, a friend of my co-worker and I asked me if I had heard about “A Walk to Emmaus” or 

“A Closer Walk.” She explained that it is a 3-day discernment weekend. It is an opportunity to 

be in the presence of God without distractions. This is what my co-worker had been leading up to 

asking me about. I attended “A Closer Walk” weekend, an ecumenical leadership development 

retreat, in August of 2015. Each weekend is prayed over and a Scripture is assigned to the 

weekend. The Scripture for my weekend was Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future.”  It was after attending “A Closer Walk” weekend that I felt the call to apply to seminary.  

 

I heard the voice of God calling me. I had worked in a nursing home for almost 11 years, but that 

part of my life journey was to come to an end. Jeremiah 29 reminds us that it is not where we are 

in life that matters it is what we do with life that matters. God had placed people in my path at a 

time in life when I needed direction. Through my co-worker, pastor and friend, God was 

preparing the path that would lead to my being called into ministry.  

 

A statement of what it means to be a Presbyterian, how that awareness grows out of 

participation in the life of a particular church 

 

The decision to become a member and to participate in the life of the Presbyterian church 

involves prayerful discernment. Before I joined Westminster Presbyterian Church in June 2, 

2013, I was advised to take time to pray before making a commitment to become a member. 

Membership into the Presbyterian church comes with an expectation of participation in the 

community and mission of the church.  Similarly, when I was approached about becoming a 

deacon, I was advised to take time to pray for discernment before making a commitment to 

serve. Prayer plays an important role in how we are to discern the will and call of God, as we 

seek to serve God, through participation in the church.    



 

Since I became a member of Westminster, I have had the opportunity to serve on both the 

Mission Study Team and the Pastor Nominating Committee. Through serving on the Mission 

Study Team I was able to connect with people in the congregation and the community at large. 

Mission is not simply a buzzword within the Presbyterian church; it is a calling to serve. 

Although we cannot and should not neglect to come together as a community within the church, 

it is outside the walls of the sanctuary we are called to go and to serve. Through serving on the 

Mission Study I was reminded that people are an important resource.  Organizations and 

agencies rely on volunteer hours as much as and sometimes more than financial contributions. 

Our self-offering before God involves are time, talents and gifts as well as our money.  

 

I had the privilege of attending the 223rd General Assembly in St. Louis, MO, as a Theological 

Student Advisory Delegate. Attending General Assembly gave me the opportunity to see the 

polity of the Presbyterian church in action, on the national level. As an introvert, it was a bit 

overwhelming, but it allowed me to see that the Presbyterian Church (USA) is more diversified 

than my own setting, which is something I needed to see. The community of believers within the 

PC (USA) has a diversified voice and those voices can be heard.  

 

For me, being a Presbyterian means prayer, involvement, service, mission and belonging to a 

diverse community of believers.  

 

A statement about my personal and cultural background as it relates to the ministry of Word and 

Sacrament, including a concern for maintaining personal spiritual, physical, and mental health 

 

As a child, growing up in the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, I always understood 

that the pastor was powerful and had many roles: teacher, comforter, and confidant. While I 

understand that pastors within the Presbyterian Church share power within the congregation, 

with the session, I still understand the role of pastor as a powerful one.  People trust the words 

and actions of their pastor. This relationship of vulnerability means the pastor gets the see the 

best and the worst parts of the lives of the people within the congregation. In either case, the 

pastor has a position of power over the people in the congregation. I am learning that with this 

power comes great responsibility and the expectations placed on a pastor can become 

overwhelming.  It is important to know and understand my own limits and limitations.  

 

I also realize the potential for loneliness.  Last year I had the opportunity to start a women’s 

group, in my church, called Refresh. It is my monthly small group. I can connect with other 

women in the church for a time of meditation, discussion, prayer and coffee. This month we will 

be starting a study on Women in the New Testament.  

 


