
CITY OF PALM BAY 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 

October 3, 2025 

The Honorable Governor of the State of Florida 

Executive Office of the Governor 

The Capitol 

400 S. Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

Email: GovernorRon.Desantis@eog.myflorida.com 

Re: Request for Suspension of Councilmember Chandler Langevin under§ 112.51, Florida Statutes 

Dear Honorable Governor DeSantis: 

I serve as the City Attorney, a Charter Officer of the City of Palm Bay, Florida. The City Council 

of the City of Palm Bay respectfully requests, pursuant to section 112.51, Florida Statutes, that you suspend 

Councilmember Chandler Langevin on the grounds of misfeasance and incompetence. Under section 

112.51 Florida Statutes the Governor is empowered to suspend elected ml.!_nicigaj officials for "malfeasance, 

misfeasance, neglect of duty, habitual drunkenness, incompetence, or permanent inability to perform 

official duties." Although Councilmember Chandler Langevin has a First Amendment right to speech, the 

manner in which he exercised his rights by singling out a group based upon their national origin or 

immigration status constitutes misfeasance and incompetence. As a result, City Council has directed me to 

write this letter requesting that you suspend Councilmember Chandler Langevin. 

Misfeasance is the performance of a legal act in an improper or illegal manner. 

Incompetence may arise from gross ignorance of official duties or gross carelessness in 

the discharge of them" or from lack of judgment and discretion. 
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Suspension of an elected official is a serious matter and not to be undertaken lightly. The Palm Bay 

City Council recognizes and supports the First Amendment right to freedom of speech and welcomes 

diversity of thought. However, each elected official takes an oath to uphold the Constitution, the laws of 

Florida and the City of Palm Bay and is bound by the City's Code of Conduct. 

Councilman Langevin has made a series of social media posts (Exhibit A) regarding Indians including: 

There's not a single Indian that cares about the United States. 

They are here to exploit us financially and enrich India and Indians. 

America for Americans 

Indians don t assimilate. 

They 're here to drain our pockets and get back to India rich ... or worse .. to stay. 

Today is my birthday and I want id for @reaDonaldTrump to revoke every Indian visa 

and deport them immediately. 

America for Americans. 

As provided in s. 2(b ), Art. VIII of the State Constitution, municipalities shall have the 

governmental, corporate, and proprietary powers to enable them to conduct municipal government, perform 

municipal functions, and render municipal services. § 166.021, Fla. Stat. Municipalities exercise these 

functions through their elected officials. Both federal and state law contain prohibitions on discrimination 

based upon national origin or alienage. Specifically, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 

Florida Civil Rights Act prohibit discrimination based upon national origin; and Section 1981 

prohibits discrimination in the making and enforcement of public contracts based upon alienage. 

These statements, viewed in the context of his office and the City's standards, project animus toward a 

protected class and undermine confidence in impartial governance. 

The Palm Bay Code of Conduct sets standards for officials to ensure compliance with 

applicable laws and to prevent the appearance that officials will not discharge their responsibilities 



in a fair and non-discriminatory manner. The social media posts of Councilmember Chandler Langevin 

reflect a repudiation of the Code of Conduct all Palm Bay elected officials take an oath to uphold. 

The legislature has recognized a need for municipalities "to enhance and expand economic 

activity." See§ 166.021, Fla. Stat. The actions by Councilman Langevin have adversely affected the City's 

ability to enhance economic activity by discouraging businesses from locating or expanding in Palm Bay 

because they fear the statements have created an unwelcoming and discriminatory environment that is 

unsuitable for their workforce. Such behavior also violates City codes of conduct prohibiting harassment. 

8.2-P- Harassment: of any kind is strictly prohibited. 

8.2-Q - Positive Workplace Environment: Officials shall support a constructive and 

safe workplace for City employees, citizens and businesses 

An elected official adopting positions that single out a group by nationality or alienage 

demonstrates incompetence and a lack in understanding of the official's responsibilities: 

• to act above reproach and refrain from abusive conduct, personal attacks, or verbal 

assaults against council members, staff, or the public (8.2-C - Professional and 

Personal Conduct);

• remain loyal to the political objectives expressed by the electorate and their 

programs. (8.2-D - Performance of Duties);

• avoid actions that impede efficiency, compromise impartiality, or reduce public 

confidence in the city. (8.2-H (2) -Avoidance oflmproper Action). 

In addition, the City council has regulations regarding the use of City letterhead and logos. 

Councilman Chandler Langevin violated those policies by submitting a letter to Congressman Haridopolos 

on official letterhead, without the consent or knowledge of City Council, advocating for the pardoning of 

Mr. Robert Rundo, a person who pled guilty to one count of conspiracy to violate the federal Anti-Riot Act. 

(Exh. B). Mr. Rundo was alleged to be a founding member of the Rise Above Movement (RAM), "a 



combat-ready, militant group of a new nationalist white supremacy and identity movement." United States 

v. Rundo, 108 F.4th 792, 795 (9th Cir. 2024). This further reflects a lack of judgment and discretion when

discharging his duties as an official for the City of Palm Bay. 

8.2-K - Use of Public Resources Use City resources may only be used for official city 

business with proper authorization; letterhead and logos require council consent.: 

8.2-M - Advocacy accurately represent City Council only when authorized; personal 

opinions must not imply official representation. 

Taken together, these facts constitute: 

• Misfeasance: improper performance of official responsibilities by using the office's stature/indicia

in a manner inconsistent with law and City standards.

• Incompetence: a sustained lack of judgment and discretion incompatible with the duties of office,

eroding public trust and impairing the City's governance and economic objectives.

Accordingly, the City Council respectfully requests issuance of an Executive Order suspending 

Councilmember Chandler Langevin under § 112.51, Florida Statutes, on the grounds of misfeasance and 

incompetence, pending further proceedings as provided by law. Please let me know ifthere is any additional 

information you require in making your decision. 

Sincerely, 

(?�0-� 
Patricia D. Smith 

City Attorney 

CC: Jason Weida, ChiefofStaffto Governor Ron DeSantis 

Jason.weida@eog.myflorida.com 





They are here to exploit us financially and enrich 

India and Indians. 

America for Americans. 
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Once Indians are in a position to hire, they 

tend to only hire other Indians. Not because 

they are the best option, but due to their 

nepotism and ego .... 
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