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A Celebration of Ministries 

August 29, 2021 
 
We look forward to a special worship service on August 29. This service will serve as an opportunity for our 
congregation to celebrate the ministries of our church and energize all of us to become actively involved in 
those ministries.  
 
The scriptural foundation for this celebration comes from Ephesians 4 in which St. Paul talks about the need 
for every kind of personality, calling, and spiritual gift in the life and ministry of the congregation. “Christ 
gave some the gifts to serve as apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers. His 
purpose was to equip God’s people for the work of serving and building up the body of Christ until we all 
reach the unity of faith and knowledge of God’s Son.”  
 
Today, we might add other categories to St. Paul’s list. We can talk about planners who strategize the work we 
need to do, leaders who organize people, doers who long to just show up and get the work done for several 
hours, givers who financially furnish us with resources to accomplish our goals. We need all these diverse 
personalities and interests! St. Paul reminds us that God places this diversity among us to that we are equipped 
to build up the body of Christ.  
 
On August 29 each of our leadership teams will offer a brief message about their mission, the work they are 
currently up to, and some of their dreams for our congregation’s future. Many of our teams have renewed their 
sense of mission this year, pointing them toward some new opportunities and invigorating them with purpose 
and drive.  
 
Our teams need our help. Each team’s message on August 29 will feature an invitation for all of us to get 
involved. Some of us may wish to serve on a particular team while others of us might simply want to sign up to 
be a ministry volunteer. At the conclusion of the service, we all are invited to the church library where cake, 
punch, and coffee will be served; this time will be an opportunity for us to learn more from team members and 
talk with them about our interest in their ministries.  
 
The goal of our Celebration of Ministries Sunday is to celebrate what God is doing in and through our 
congregation and to elevate our covenantal responsibility for our ministries. As St. Paul says, “The body of 
Christ makes itself grow in that it builds itself up with love as each one does its part.” 
 
We look forward to seeing you on August 29! 
 
~ Pastor Paul Forrey 

 
 

 
August 2021 
Newsletter 

 
Rev. Paul Forrey, 

Pastor 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s Church! 
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History Corner  - Selected minutes from the Christian Endeavor Society, formed 
1921 
 
Christian Endeavor Society  
 
Object:  Cultivation of Christian life, furtherance of Christian knowledge, 
cultivation of song, visitation of sick members, and support of the congregation. 
 
 
 

Committees: 
1) Program – to provide a program for each meeting 
2) Flower – to decorate the alter with flowers each Sunday 
3) Funeral – to purchase a floral piece, not exceeding $2.50, for the deceased member. 
4) Member – bring in new members 
 
10-2-1921  Motion was carried that the dues of this society be 10 cents a month. 
 
1-6-1922  Motion made, seconded and carried that the resignation of Catherine Schlake, secretary of 
the society be accepted.  The reason for the resignation was on account of going away to school.  
Motion made that a note of thanks be given to the secretary. 
 
2-1-1924  A motion was made and carried to pay Mrs. Flohr 20 cents a month to be janitor.  ($2.40 for 
the year) 
 
5-2-1924  A motion was made and seconded to get song books for the Sunday School with the money 
we make at lawn fete. 
 
8-20-1925  Motion was made and carried that The Christian Endeavor Society buy hymn books and 
present them to the Congregation of St. Paul’s Church.  Reverend Dettmann was appointed to order 
150 hymn books, total cost $181.55. 
 
 
 
 
 
Announcements 
On June 20th we celebrated 3 graduates. They are: 
 
Cameron McDonald graduated from NKU 
Kayla McDonald graduated from Easter University 
Emma Losey graduated from Highlands High School and will attend NKU in the Fall. 
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You Can Help!  
A Message from the Worship Team 

 
The Worship Team is excited that we are beginning to re-introduce some of the activities that we’ve 
missed during the Pandemic back into our worship services and fellowship. Beginning August 1, we 
will offer communion by passing the elements, and we will also resume serving coffee and donuts 
before the service. The coffee and donuts will be set up in the library beginning at 9:15 each Sunday, 
and communion will be offered on the first Sunday of every month.  
 
We need people to help with these activities!  

➢ Preparing the communion elements requires that you go to the church kitchen a day or two 
before the first Sunday of the month and cube bread and pour the wine and grape juice. All 
the elements will already be there.  

➢ To serve coffee, you just need to get there on Sunday morning before 9:00am to set up and 
then stay a little while after church to clean up.  

 
We would love to have enough volunteers to spread the responsibilities out so that no one has to do it 
very frequently.  If you’d like to help prepare the communion elements or serve coffee and donuts 
during the fellowship time, please call Darlene at the church office to get on the lists. If you have any 
questions, you can call Debbie Yeager at 859-630-0072.  
 
 

 

How to be a Peacemaker – Celebrating International Peace Month 
A Message from the Faith in Action (Missions) Team 

 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9) 
 
August is International Peace Month and in celebration the Faith in Action Leadership Team invites 
you to learn more about becoming an instrument of peace in our world. Using St. Francis’s prayer, we 
explore how we can all be peacemakers.   
 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
Peace begins within ourselves. Ask God to fill your heart, mind, and whole being with humility, 
strength, perseverance, and grace—all the elements that true peace requires.  
 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Hate and anger can be contagious, but thankfully so can love. Speak using the language of love in 
response to hate-filled conversation.  
 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Extending love and understanding to those who you feel have slighted you. People have bad days, say 
the wrong thing, and may not always act their best. Forgiving others opens the door greater peace. 
 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
People doubt themselves, God, their relationships, and their purpose. Being the voice that reminds 
them that they are loved helps to restore their faith and peace.  
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Where there is despair, hope; 
As peacemakers it’s up to us to speak up and be an example of love and acceptance when we see 
those in despair. Whether it’s sharing kind words, food, a bed, or a hug, we have the ability to be 
hope in action.  
 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Letting our light shine for others ignites their own luminescence. In depression, sadness, mourning, 
and anxiety, we can be the light that guide others toward their greater selves.  
 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
Being present for someone when they are sad, whether it’s in silence or letting them share can be a 
very peaceful experience. Even when we can’t be physically present, a card or phone call can work 
wonders.  
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
To be a peacemaker, we have to be willing to put our concern for others ahead of our own need to be 
right. When we are more concerned about another’s comfort over our own, we can find comfort in 
knowing we are acting on God’s behalf.  
 
To be understood as to understand, 
Understanding different perspectives and beliefs, can help us avoid “us vs them” thinking that results 
in conflict.  
 
To be loved as to love. 
It’s easy to love those who love us, but a bit harder when it comes to loving those who are hard to 
love or won’t/can’t love us back. It’s our choice to love as God loves.  
 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
Accumulating more stuff doesn’t bring more peace. It’s often the opposite. Instead give more to 
others—your time, a listening ear, your talents, or a monetary donation—and see how much peace you 
get back. 
 
It is in forgiving that we are forgiven, 
Don’t let bitterness brew in your heart. Be willing to forgive the mistake, not use it as a weapon 
later, not talk about it with other people, and focus on renewing your relationship with that person.  
 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
This isn’t about when we physically die, it’s about experiencing the Kingdom of Heaven right here, 
right now. When we die to having to be right, having to be the center of our world, having to one-up 
the next person, then we’re ready to be blessed as peacemakers.  
 
There are so many ways we can share God’s peace and love with the world, these are just a few ideas 
to get you started. Share your ideas with us on our church Facebook page and inspire others to be 
peacemakers.  
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Thank you, St. Paul’s!  
 
Thanks to all who supported my Eagle 
Scout Project!  Your generous donations 
have helped to cover the cost of the 
pavers, sand, and topsoil.  I want to thank 
Fred and Carl for their expertise in 
designing and constructing the labyrinth, 
Bray for waving the delivery fee for the 
shredded topsoil, and Southern States for 
donating the grass seed.    

 
All pavers down, topsoil and grass to come! 
 

A labyrinth can be called a prayer walk, spiritual path, walking mediation, or a path of prayer where 
we can release our worries and receive God’s peace and guidance. 
 
There is no wrong way to walk a labyrinth, but here are some things to try while you walk: 
 
* Begin the walk with an intention, something to think or pray about while walking.  Invite God to 
walk with you. 
 
* Identify the twists, turns, and center of your own life as you walk the twists, turns, and center of 
the labyrinth.  
 
*Use a specific meditation, mantra, Bible verse, children’s song, or chant to help unclutter your mind 
as you walk. 
 
*Release your thoughts and concerns as you enter the labyrinth, stay in the center as long as needed, 
leave the center more connected, aware, and less stressed. 
 
Labyrinths have been used in the Christian tradition of making pilgrimages for centuries.  This 
labyrinth stands on the site of the original St. Paul’s church built in 1850 by German immigrants.  The 
inner stones used to make the cross are thought to be from the original church building.  The current 
building on Jefferson St. was constructed in 1900.   
 
Labyrinths are meant for you to find your way. 
 
Thank you for your generosity, 
Zac Dietz 
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August Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Aug.   2 Owen Pohlman    
   5 Evelyn Kiefer 
   6 Jim Webb                                         
 12 Marian Gosney 
 18      Mike Ballinger    
 18      Jackie Thomas    

Aug.   25      Bobby & Kim Bowling 
     
        
                  
        
       

          18 Karey Thomas                                                       
  20      Lori Davis                                                
 20 Wyatt Pohlman 
 29 Mark Vogtt 
 31 Wilma Smith             
             
 
 

Serving in August 
 

       Liturgist           Ushers 
 

Aug.  1   10:00 am Amity Kukla     Aug.  1    10:00 am Debbie Fowee, Sarah Lester,    
             Wanda Hornsby and Gary Sperry 

 
Aug.  8   10:00 am Claudia Chalk   Aug.  8    10:00 am S. McNichols and Everett Harrison 

 
Aug. 15   10:00 am Evelyn Dietz   Aug. 15   10:00 am Jim Miller and Margaret Perry 

 
Aug. 22   10:00 am Debbie Yeager   Aug. 22   10:00 am Gary Sperry and Sarah Lester 
 
Aug. 29   10:00 am Patricia Ross   Aug. 29   10:00 am Pat Schuchter and S. Hayslette 
 
      Coffee                                                           Teachers 

 
Aug.   1  9:00am Patricia Ross & Paul Forrey Aug.  1 Paula Pompilio and Debbie Yeager 
 
Aug.   8  9:00am Debbie Yeager    Aug.  8 Beekee & Shawn Hayslette 
 
Aug.  15 9:00am Shawn & Beekee   Aug.  15 Amity Kukla and Barb Fausz 
 
Aug.  22 9:00am Patricia Ross & Paul Forrey Aug.  22 Evelyn Dietz and Shae Weinel 
 
Aug.  29 9:00am Debbie Yeager     Aug.  29 Debbie Fowee and Mary Weinel 
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St. Paul’s UCC, Alexandria, KY        COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES—May 11, 2021 

 

PRESENT:  President- Charlene Rogers, Vice President-Claudia Chalk, Financial Secretary-Jeff Enyart, Recording Secretary-Debbie 

Yeager, C.E.-Amity Kukla, Missions-Sarah Lester, Stewardship-Cammy Burling, Worship/Ministry-Mindy Connell, Trustees-Roger 

Von Strohe, Tech Support-Craig McAlpin, Pastor Paul Forrey, Zach Dietz, and Fred Losey. 

 

Charlene opened the meeting with a prayer and Council recited the Council Covenant. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

1) TRUSTEES—Roger reported: 

• Zach Dietz presented his ideas for continuing his project which was put on hold during COVID. He would like to 

create a labyrinth at the sight of the original church which is at the cemetery behind Southern States.  Roger Von 

Strohe made a motion that Council give him approval contingent on the Trustees’ approval of the final plans.  Jeff 

Enyart seconded and the motion carried. 

• Fred Losey joined Roger to answer questions on the progress of the lower level renovations. The Sunday School 

rooms will be finished first, then the restrooms, then the kitchen and fellowship hall.  The Trustees will recruit 

volunteers for the jobs that require fewer technical skills.  Roger Von Strohe moved to continue with the project.  

Amity Kukla seconded and the motion carried. 

• Roger explained the proposal for the new media system.  The Trustees think that the total for the project can come in 

at under $24,000.  Paul would like to have the congregation raise at least half of the amount in donations. After a 

discussion, Roger made a motion to call a Congregational Meeting for approval of up to $24,000 to fund the new 

media system.  Cammy Burling seconded and the motion carried.  A bulk mailing will be sent informing members 

about the media system, the congregational meeting, and the opportunity to ask questions. There will be meetings 

after each service on June 6.  

 

2) SECRETARY’S REPORT— Cammy Burling made a motion to accept the April Council meeting minutes as posted to OneDrive.  

Claudia Chalk seconded and the motion carried. 

3) TREASURER’S REPORT—Claudia Chalk made a motion to accept the report as posted on OneDrive and to pay the bills.  Jeff 

Enyart seconded and the motion carried. 

4) FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT-Jeff reported: 

• 2021 Giving continues to be good 

• April giving was stable. 

• 2021 year to date, we are 8.5% over 2020. 

5) TECH REPORT-Craig reported that he had to basically rebuild Sandy’s computer. He suggested that we may want to budget for a 

new computer for her in next year’s budget. 

6) PASTOR’S REPORT-- Paul reported: 

• He is impressed with the work of the leadership teams as they work on revising the Constitution.  He thanked Sarah 

Lester for her leadership in this process. 

• He and Patricia will be on vacation after services on May 23 through May 31.  Development Team will have a 

message on May 30.  Worship Team members will help with the services.  Charlene will have a contact for 

emergency pastoral care. 

7) CE BOARD—Amity reported: 

• Sunday School will resume on May 16 at 10:30. The children will meet as one group in the Fellowship Hall.  The 

children will sit at tables with family members, have their own materials, and everyone will be masked. 

• The team is working on starting a Confirmation class this fall. 

8) MISSION—Sarah reported: 

• We are still waiting for some agencies to accept volunteers again. 

• Announcements in church and flyers have highlighted Mental Health Month in May.  The team would like to 

continue calling attention to a particular mission opportunity each month. 

9) STEWARDSHIP—Cammy reported: 

• They will provide the message on May 30 when Paul is on vacation. 

• The Snappy Tomato Pizza raiser is scheduled for May 18.  The team would like to earmark money from this event 

to be used toward the new media system. 

10)  WORSHIP—Mindy reported: 

• We will continue using the individual communion elements.  More will be purchased from Logos. 

• We will be assisting the Stewardship Team with the service on May 30. 
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11) VICE-PRESIDENT---Claudia reported: 

• Mindy Connell will fill in for Melinda during her upcoming vacation. 
12) PRESIDENT’S REPORT—Charlene reported that in addition to her posted report, she has asked Ben to set up 12-15 folding 

chairs each Sunday in the yard between the church and the parish house for fellowship between services. This will begin on    

May 23. 

 OTHER BUSINESS:  Paul proposed the question:  What do we need to see to move back to one service?  After a discussion, it was 

determined that the Worship Team would discuss this at their next meeting and bring recommendations to Council.  

 

The next meeting will be held on June 8 at 7 PM via Zoom. The meeting was adjourned and Council prayed the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Debbie Yeager, Recording Secretary            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


