
Frederick Douglass                   

In Mystic 

There has been a persistent, though often disputed, suggestion 
that Frederick Douglass had once lectured in our town of Mystic. 

Fortunately, as it turns out, there were in fact contemporary 
newspaper articles providing clear evidence that on the weekend 

of January 4th and 5th, 1868, Douglass did indeed speak at 
Central Hall, a venue that has become a point of particular 

interest again in 2019. The new Central Hall Block, scheduled to 
open this spring, 19 years after the March 2000 fire that 

destroyed its immediate predecessor, is built directly on the spot 
where the Central Hall of 1868 had stood.  

The Mystic River Historical Society has provided a 1860s photo of 
Central Hall as it was when Douglass visited. The third floor in that 

building was completely given over to two gathering spaces 
where lectures and other public events were held and this is 
where Douglass would have appeared. As one of the most 
important and most charismatic of American abolitionists, 

Douglass would have been a significant presence in our small 
town. An article in the Norwich Weekly Courier of 1/9/1868 

reports that on the weekend of his talk, “Mr. Douglass staid at 
Mystic over Sunday.” How fascinating. What more is there to 

learn?  

Research continues to discover more about Frederick Douglass on 
that and other possible visits to Mystic. More importantly, we 
would like to hear from anyone who has information to share. 

Might there be a lecture ticket or broadside announcement, for 
example? Or, does anyone have a story passed down through the 

family? Please send your information to 
info@mysticnoanklibrary.org  

In the meantime, if you want to read about a fascinating 
American, the Mystic & Noank Library has a copy of the widely 

publicized, new and lengthy biography: FREDERICK DOUGLASS by 
David Blight. The library collection also contains other books 

about Douglass, including some for children and young readers. 
Our librarians can also help you find the pertinent Mystic Pioneer 

and Norwich Courier newspaper articles with more about the 
content of the Douglass lecture of January 1868.  
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