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Pacific Symphony: Volunteer Challenge #59

From: Abby Edmunds (aedmunds@pacificsymphony.org)
To: aedmunds@pacificsymphony.org
Date: Friday, April 2, 2021, 04:25 PM PDT

Hello, Pacific Symphony Volunteers!

This is a week of celebrations! During Passover (March 27”‘—Apri| 4”‘) to Easter (April 4”‘), people across the globe are visiting Synagogues and churches
and spending time with family and friends that is meaningful and authentic! Today, | want to share two pieces with you that demonstrate the power of both
these spiritual observances and wish those of you who are celebrating either holiday a blessed Passover or Happy Easter!

Based entirely on chants from the Eastern Orthodox church which express the liturgy of the church, Nikolai Rimsky-
Korsakov’s Russian Easter Festival Overture, Op. 36 (also called the Great Russian Easter Overture) is a purely
instrumental work and one of the best classical pieces for Easter. He composed it between August 1887 and April 1888, and it
was premiered in St. Petersburg in late December 1888.

Click here to listen as the Carnegie Mellon Philharmonic (University School of Music) performs Russian Easter Festival
Overture: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0H8dS9gKPzw

To commemorate Passover, Erich Wolfgang Korngold composed his Passover Psalm, Op. 30 in 1941. Korngold was an
Austrian-born composer and conductor of Jewish ancestry who is one of the most important and influential composers in the
history of Hollywood. As an adult, he became a noted pianist and composer of classical music, and was the first composer of
international fame to write Hollywood scores. Writing only two religious works, his Passover Psalm was meant for soprano,
mixed choir, organ and orchestra.

To understand Passover Psalm best, follow along with the lyrics below which are based on Haggadah texts.

Let us praise, let us honor,

Let us sing praise to him, to him, who did wonders for our fathers and us, their children.
He broke open the prison, He led us out From slavery to freedom, from sorrow to joy.
He broke open the prison, He led us out From grief to jubilation, from darkness to light.

Click here for Passover Psalm: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cpvsi4TFto
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What a joy it is for me to stay connected with you each week! Until | see you again, please stay well. Stay safe. Know how
much we miss you.

Warm regards,

Abby
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Abby Edmunds

Director of Volunteer Services | Pacific Symphony

t: (714) 876-2353 | m: (949) 933-4842 | e: aedmunds@PacificSymphony.org

Charlie and Ling Zhang Center for Musical Arts and Education
17620 Fitch, Suite 100 | Irvine, CA 92614
Reception: (714) 755-5788 | Tickets: (714) 755-5799

PacificSymphony.org | facebook | instagram | twitter | youtube

CARL ST.CLAIR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Pacific Symphony

Have you heard of AmazonSmile? When you select Pacific Symphony as your supporting charity and complete your Amazon orders at
https://smile.amazon.com Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to charity, at no cost to you. This is not a round up for charity program. Smile
works with your current Amazon account. The only catch is you have to remember to complete your purchase through smile.amazon.com. Purchases from
www.amazon.com and installed Apps will not qualify. However, items placed in your cart from amazon.com and installed Apps will carryover to your
smile.amazon.com cart. Shop your way, but complete your purchases at smile.amazon.com to support Pacific Symphony. It's that easy!
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