
The Wall That Heals 
By Bob Dumon 

 
On Wednesday, April 7

th
, New Bern, NC, became the first city following the disruption caused by 

Covid19 to host the The Wall That Heals national tour exhibit. The Wall That Heals exhibit 
includes a three-quarter scale replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, along with a mobile 

Education Center. The 26th season of The Wall That Heals began on April 8, 2021, following the 

construction of the replica wall in New Bern. The traveling exhibit honors the more than three 
million Americans who served in the U.S. Armed Forces in the Vietnam War, and it bears the 

names of the 58,271 men and 8 women who made the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam. 

 
On April 8

th
, my wife, Pat, and I, worked as volunteers in the Information Tent.  Our duties 

included identifying the location on the wall of the names visitors were seeking. As we found the 

requested names in our directory, we heard many stories from visitors.  One man told me he and 

his three brothers all served at the same time in Viet Nam.  He said he and two of his brothers had 
been wounded, and said his third brother had been killed.  The man wanted to find the location of 

his brother’s name on the wall, which we were able to locate for him.  Another woman told us she 

had witnessed a 74 year old man standing by himself at the wall, sobbing.  He told her he was 
looking at the names of three of his fellow soldiers who had all been killed during a particularly 

fierce battle in which he had somehow survived.  There were so many moving stories, and there 

are way too many names on that wall…. 
 

The design of the wall itself was initially controversial.  The winning design was the work of 

Maya Ying Lin of Athens, Ohio, a 21-year-old senior at Yale University.  “Lin conceived her 

design as creating a park within a park — a quiet protected place unto itself, yet harmonious with 
the overall plan of Constitution Gardens. To achieve this effect she chose polished black granite 

for the wall. Its mirror-like surface reflects the images of the surrounding trees, lawns and 

monuments. The Memorial’s (east and west) walls point to the Washington Monument and 
Lincoln Memorial, thus bringing the Memorial into the historical context of our country. The 

names are inscribed in the chronological order of their dates of casualty, showing the war as a 

series of individual human sacrifices and giving each name a special place in history.
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 The replica 

is 375 feet in length and stands 7.5 feet high at its tallest point. Visitors experience The Wall 
rising above them as they walk towards the apex, a key feature of the design of The Wall in D.C.
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As we observed the visitors to the wall, we were touched by how solemn and respectful they all 
were.  I took several photos during the two days Pat and I were there, and I’ve attached a few 

below, but this one in particular was perhaps the most powerful in representing the impact the 

wall had on all of us…. 

 
 

                                                
1 Source: Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund website. 
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Here are a few additional photos from our two days at the wall.  My wife, Pat, and I were 

honored to have been able to volunteer for this event. 

 

        
 

              
 

     
 



 


