
Today,  Governor Newsom issued an execut ive order  di rect ing state agencies to urgent ly

address homeless encampments whi le respect ing the digni ty  and safety of  people

exper iencing homelessness,  and i t  urges local  governments to use substant ia l  funding

provided by the state to take s imi lar  act ion.

Since elected,  I  have advocated for  the Ci ty  to do more to regulate the t ime,  place,  and

manner of  encampments in  Long Beach.  We need to f ind a better  balance between having

compassion and protect ing people exper iencing homelessness whi le preserving our  publ ic

spaces to be used by everyone.

Whi le Long Beach’s current  protocol  fo l lows much of  the execut ive order ’s

recommendat ions,  I  th ink we need to do more.  We need to focus on having community

input  f rom our residents in  th is  discussion and develop a protocol  that  answers the

Governor ’s  cal l  to  urgent ly  address homeless encampments whi le respect ing the digni ty

and safety of  people exper iencing homelessness.

An updated Homeless Encampment and Publ ic  Spaces Protocol  wi l l  be released in the

fol lowing weeks af ter  the recent  decis ion of  Grants Pass v.  Johnson.  I t  is  important  to

al low the Ci ty  t ime to review the court  ru l ing and i ts  impact  on Long Beach.

There wi l l  be more to come on th is  topic,  and I  look forward to engaging in th is  discussion

with al l  our  communit ies.

Kristina Duggan

Counci lmember |  Distr ict  3

Answering the Governor’s Call  to Urgently Address Homeless Encampments
while Respecting the Dignity and Safety of People Experiencing Homelessness


