
The Holy Eucharist for March 14, 2021  
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
PRELUDE:     Bach Goldberg Variation 2        Kelly Sharp 
 
 
A PENITENTIAL ORDER                                                      Reverend Johnson 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
Blessed be the God of our salvation: 
  Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins 
 
Decalogue: The Ten Commandments  

Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods but me. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not commit murder. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not commit adultery. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not steal. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not be a false witness. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 



 
Sentence of Scripture 
Here the word of the Lord: 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.       1 John 1:8-9 
 
Confession of Sin 
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; God welcomes sinners and 
invites them to God’s table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
    in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
    the evil we have done, 
    and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Absolution 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Kyrie  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both 
outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all 
adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



 
The Reading Numbers 21:4-9      

4From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 
of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and 
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is 
no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the Lord sent poisonous 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to 
the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And 
the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is 
bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and 
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 

 
HYMN                             So The Day Dawn For Me   Kelly Sharp, Piano 

 
The Gospel  John 3:14-21 

Jesus said: 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of 
the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate 
the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who 
do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done 
in God.” 
 
Homily             The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 
 
 
The Prayers of the People  Form I 
Leader 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our Bishops, Michael, Ian and Laura, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 



For our President, Joseph, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this town of Manchester, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let 
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the 
Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 
and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. To you, O Lord our God. 
 
Presider 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with 
you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of 
that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 
Offertory Sentence: Let us walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering 

and a sacrifice to God. 
 

The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord. 
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Presider   

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 



 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every 
way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to 
triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves 
alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
Presider and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Presider continues   

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
 



Presider and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
The Presider continues   

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed by thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  
Presider  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
 



For Spiritual Communion  Presider and People 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present  

in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving  

as I proclaim your resurrection.  
I love you above all things,  

and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,  

come spiritually into my heart.  
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus,  

and let me never be separated from you.  
May I live in you, and you in me,  

in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  
 

Silence 
 
Musical Offering   Peaceful Stream, Philip Keveren     Kelly Sharp 
 
 
Postcommunion Prayer  Presider and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing  
 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
 
The Dismissal  
 



 
During the Season of Lent we conclude the service with a silent procession 
 
 

Credits & Worship Notes 
The liturgical texts, unless otherwise noted, are from The Book of Common Prayer, The Seabury Press, 1979. 
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Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA. Prayer for Spiritual Communion – From 
Washington National Cathedral; material adapted from Prayer of St. Alphonsus de Liguori (1696-1787) and A 
Prayer Book for the Armed Services 2007. Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-724374. All 
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