The Stations of the Resurrection

Opening Devotions
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Leader: Alleluia. Christ is risen People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Officiant and People as we forgive those
Our Father, who art in heaven, who trespass against us.

hallowed be thy Name, And lead us not into temptation,

thy kingdom come, but deliver us from evil.

thy will be done For thine is the kingdom,

on earth as it is in heaven. the power, and the glory,

Give us this day our daily bread. for ever and ever. Amen.

And forgive us our trespasses,
Intercessions and Thanksgivings are offered

Silence is kept

The Letter of Paul to the Romans 6:5, 7, 11

For we have grown into union with Christ through a death like his, we shall also be united with
him in the resurrection... If, the, we have died with Christ, we believe we shall live with him...
Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead to sin and living for God in
Christ Jesus.

Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Invitation

Let us walk this pilgrimage of faith, the Via Lucis, The Way of Light, as children of the light
and as witnesses of the Risen Lord. Let us meditate upon the resurrection of Christ and discover
the pathway of light that Christ blazes through our lives.

Let us pray. (Silence)

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us
the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his
suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

I. Decent into Hell
Matthew 27:50-54
Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The



tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After
his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many.
Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the
earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’

Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray

O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear Son was laid
in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await with him the coming of the third
day, and rise with him to newness of life; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

I1. The Myrrh-Bearing Women
Matthew 28:1-7a

After the sabbath, as the first day of the him the guards shook and became like dead
week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do
the other Mary went to see the tomb. And not be afraid; I know that you are looking
suddenly there was a great earthquake; for for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here;
an angel of the Lord, descending from for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and the place where he lay. Then go quickly and
sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, tell his disciples, “He has been raised from
and his clothing white as snow. For fear of the dead.

Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to
us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s
resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

III. The Angel’s Message
Mark 16:6-8
[The angel said,] ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he
told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them.

Silence is kept



Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray
Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of
angels and mortals: Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve and worship you in
heaven, so by your appointment they may help and defend us here on earth; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

IV. Mary Magdalene
John 20:14-17a
[Mary Magdalene] turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was
Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!” She turned and
said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on
to me, because | have not yet ascended to the Father.’

Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray

Almighty God, whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene to health of body and of mind, and
called her to be a witness of his resurrection: Mercifully grant that by your grace we may be
healed from all our infirmities and know you in the power of his unending life; who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

V. Disciples at the Tomb
John 20:2-10
Mary Magdalene ran and went to Simon Peter came, following him, and went into
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying
Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do head, not lying with the linen wrappings but
not know where they have laid him.” Then rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other
Peter and the other disciple set out and went disciple, who reached the tomb first, also
towards the tomb. The two were running went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet
together, but the other disciple outran Peter they did not understand the scripture, that he
and reached the tomb first. He bent down to must rise from the dead. Then the disciples
look in and saw the linen wrappings lying returned to their homes.

there, but he did not go in. Then Simon

Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord



People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and on
earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this fellowship of
love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and
mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable
through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

VI. The Locked Room
John 20:19-21
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.’

Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with
you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of
that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for
ever. Amen.

VII. Thomas
John 20:26-30
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.” Then he said
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him,
‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe.’

Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray

Everliving God, who strengthened your apostle Thomas with firm and certain faith in your
Son’s resurrection: Grant us so perfectly and without doubt to believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord
and our God, that our faith may never be found wanting in your sight; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



VIII. Appearance at Galilee

John 21:4-9, 12-14

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the
beach; but the disciples did not know that it
was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you
have no fish, have you?’ They answered
him, ‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to
the right side of the boat, and you will find
some.’ So they cast it, and now they were
not able to haul it in because there were so
many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved
said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!” When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on
some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped

Silence is kept

into the lake. But the other disciples came in
the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for
they were not far from the land, only about a
hundred yards off.

Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have
breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared
to ask him, “Who are you?’ because they
knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took
the bread and gave it to them, and did the
same with the fish. This was now the third
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead.

Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.
Let us pray

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all
people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of
his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

IX. Christ Commissions Peter

John 21:15-17

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love
me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him,
‘Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said
to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.” He said to
him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him
the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.’

Silence is kept

Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.
Let us pray

Almighty Father, who inspired Simon Peter, first among the apostles, to confess Jesus as
Messiah and Son of the living God: Keep your Church steadfast upon the rock of this faith, so
that in unity and peace we may proclaim the one truth and follow the one Lord, our Savior Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



X. Emmaus
Luke 24:13, 28-31
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happeded. While
they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes
were kept from recognizing him...

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were
going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and
the day 1s now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and
they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.

Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open
the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

XI. The Ascension
Luke 24:50-53
[The risen Christ] led the [disciples] out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And
they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the
Temple praising God.

Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray
Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ
to have ascended into heaven, so we may also in heart and mind there ascend, and with him
continually dwell; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

XII. Pentecost
Acts 2:2-4
Suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire
house. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each
one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.



Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the
promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching
of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

XIII. James the Pilgrim
Luke 9:51-56
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready
for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set towards Jerusalem. When his
disciples James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come
down from heaven and consume them?’ But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to
another village.

Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray

Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James the Just, brother of our Lord,
your Church may give itself continually to prayer and to the reconciliation of all who are at
variance and enmity; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

XIV. The Conversion of Paul
Acts 9:1-6
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any
who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he
was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’
He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’

Silence is kept
Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord

People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray



Almighty Father, who inspired Simon Peter, first among the apostles, to confess Jesus as
Messiah and Son of the living God: Keep your Church steadfast upon the rock of this faith, so
that in unity and peace we may proclaim the one truth and follow the one Lord, our Savior Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Way to Life
Luke 1:78-79
By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.’

Leader: We adore and praise you, O Risen Lord
People: Because by your death and resurrection you give life to the world.

Let us pray. (Silence)

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry

out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which
were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and
that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made,
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty, everlasting God, let our prayer in your sight be as incense, the lifting up of our hands
as the evening sacrifice. Give us grace to behold you, present in your Word and Sacraments,
and to recognize you in the lives of those around us. Stir up in us the flame of that love which
burned in the heart of your Son as he bore his passion, and let it burn in us to eternal life and to
the ages of ages. Amen.

Leader: Let us Bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Leader concludes
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
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