St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

The Holy Eucharist for January 29, 2023 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Annual Meeting Sunday
Our current COVID protocol is masks are recommended. You are invited to light a candle in prayer for the people of Ukraine before the service. The candles and sand tray are in front of the pulpit.
PRELUDE 














Kelly Sharp, piano
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS




Eileen Christensen, Vestry Greeter 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN











 All stand, as able.
The Hymnal 1982 (blue cover) - #616: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
OPENING ACCLAMATION
 
Celebrant
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA

The Hymnal 1982 (blue cover) - #S-280: Glory to God
 Glory to God in the highest,
    and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
    have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ,
    with the Holy Spirit,
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray.   
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSON: Micah 6:1-8












Reader
A reading from Micah
Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;

for the Lord has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
 “O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!

For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;

and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

 “With what shall I come before the Lord,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,
with calves a year old?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

Reader
The Word of the Lord. 

People

  Thanks be to God.
THE PSALM: Psalm 15








Reader leads, said in unison.
1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *
who may abide upon your holy hill?

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
who speaks the truth from his heart.

3 There is no guile upon his tongue;
he does no evil to his friend; *
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
but he honors those who fear the Lord.

5 He has sworn to do no wrong *
and does not take back his word.

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

7 Whoever does these things *
shall never be overthrown.

THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31









Reader

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
Reader
The Word of the Lord. 

People
Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN
















Wonder, Love, and Praise (dark green cover) - #812: I, The Lord of Sea and Sky 
THE GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12








All stand, as able. 
Celebrant 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according Matthew
People

  Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

Celebrant
The Gospel of the Lord.

People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE HOMILY











Rev. Dr. Shaw Mudge
NICENE CREED







All stand, as able, and pray in unison.
We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Form VI, The Book of Common Prayer (red cover), page 392  

The Reader and People pray responsively.
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who
are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Jeffrey and Laura our Bishops; and
for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence

The People may add their own petitions.
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence

The People may add their own thanksgivings.
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.

Silence

The People may add their own petitions.
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

  Silence may be kept.

  Reader and People

  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
  in your compassion forgive us our sins,
  known and unknown,
  things done and left undone;
  and so uphold us by your Spirit
  that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
  to the honor and glory of your Name;
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect.

THE PEACE









We greet one another from a distance.
BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY PRAYERS
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, preserve and keep you; N. and N. God mercifully grant you the riches of grace, that you may please God both in body and soul. God make you a sign of the loving-kindness and steadfast fidelity manifest in the life, death, and resurrection of our Savior, and, living together in faith and love, may receive the blessings of eternal life. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
OFFERTORY HYMN











The Hymnal 1982 (blue cover) - #554: ‘Tis the Gift to Be Simple
THE HOLY COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer A, The Book of Common Prayer (red cover), page 361
In this prayer, the lines in italics are spoken by the People.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, 
you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the 
knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
SANCTUS
The Hymnal 1982 (blue cover) - #S-125: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

Forever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant    Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.
                    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The gifts of God for the people of God
The ushers will direct you, one side at a time, to receive Communion (traditional wafers) at the top of the center aisle. Then you may pick up a sealed Communion Cup with wine (juice). Return to your seat by the side aisle where you may be seated to consume. A receptacle will be provided for depositing the empty cups.

COMMUNION MUSIC









Kelly Sharp, piano
Postcommunion Prayer





After Communion, all stand and say:
Eternal God, heavenly father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with the spiritual food,

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING








All stand, as able, for the Blessing.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN

The Hymnal 1982 (blue cover) - #525: The Church’s One Foundation
THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People

Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE 












Kelly Sharp, piano
The congregation is invited to be seated for the postlude.
Please join us in Anderson Hall immediately following the service for the 

St. Mary’s Annual Meeting. 

Coffee, tea, and refreshments available.

Leaders in Today’s Liturgy:

The Rev. Dr. Shaw Mudge, Celebrant
Kelly Sharp, Pianist
Harry Perry, Acolyte
Beth Bickley, Minister of Communion

Joy Dorin, Reader
Randy Brown and Ralph Sullivan, Ushers
Gene Marinelli and Ralph Sullivan, Media Ministers
Eileen Christensen, Vestry Greeter
Mary Covello and Betsy Ibsen, Coffee Hour Hosts
Sarah Tierinni, Altar Guild
The Vestry of St. Mary’s Church:
Priest-in Charge:   Rev. Dr. Shaw Mudge

Senior Warden:
Joy Dorin


Junior Warden:
Mary Covello


Treasurer: 

Gene Marinelli 
Ass’t. Treasurer:  
Beth Bickley

Clerk:               
Loretta Symons
Members at Large:
Sylvia Armogida
Randy Brown

Edith Bushell

Eileen Christensen
Beth Lavalette

Bruce Perry

NOTES: The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. Selected liturgical texts from The Book of Common Prayer, The Seabury Press, 1979 and Enriching Our Worship, Church Publishing, 1997. “Prayer for Mission” written by/for St. Mary’s Manchester. Anniversary Blessing, adapted from Liturgical Resources 1 “I Will Bless You, and You Will Be a Blessing” Revised and Expanded Edition As authorized by the 78th General Convention (Episcopal), 2015. All copyrighted music covered by One License Annual License with Podcasting Category B, #A-724374
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