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Concordia Lutheran Church & St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

The Feast of the Epiphany 
January 3, 2021 

 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory 

revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and 

people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of 

God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, 

sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 

 

PRELUDE: We Three Kings           Kelly Sharp 

Lyrics & Music by John Henry Hopkins, Jr., Arranged by Patti Drennan 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
The opening dialogue is based on the Tribus miraculis ornatum, an ancient Latin text remembering the three 

traditional revelations of Epiphany. Christopher Wordsworth’s hymn text, “Songs of thankfulness and praise” 

 

EPIPHANY DIALOGUE   Pastor Marschhausen 

We give thanks on this holy day, adorned with epiphanies: 

for the star that led the magi to the manger, 

that the nations may see the light of Christ; 

for the water turned to wine at Cana’s wedding, 

that the people taste the goodness of the Lord; 

for the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Jordan, 

that the Christ would save us all. 

This is the day that the Lord has made, 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. Alleluia. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  Brightest and Best of the Stars 

1 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us your aid. 

 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant redeemer is laid. 
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2 Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining; low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 

 angels adore him in slumber reclining, maker and monarch and savior of all. 
 

3 What shall we give him, in costly devotion? Shall we bring incense and off'rings divine, 

gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, myrrh from the forest or gold from the 

mine? 
 

4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, vainly with gifts would his favor secure; 

 richer by far is the heart's adoration, dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 

5 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us your aid. 

 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant redeemer is laid. 
 

GREETING   Reverend Johnson 

God who sent the Light into our world, 

God who shone in the Bethlehem manger, 

God who spreads the Spirit’s rays, be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Reverend Johnson 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.  

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.  

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY   Pastor Marschhausen 

The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by 

faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS 

LESSON – Isaiah 60:1-6   Reader from Concordia 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in her 

midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and 

thereby declare God’s praise. 

 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 

     but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 

 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 

     your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

     because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

Word of God, word of life. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM – Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14   Reverend Johnson 

 1Give the king your justice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your people righteously 

  and the poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

  and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 

 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

  from one generation to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
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  like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 

  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 

 11May all kings bow down before him, 

  and all the nations do him service. 

 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 

  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 

 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 

  and preserves the lives of the needy. 

 14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 

  and precious is their blood in his sight. 
 

LESSON – Ephesians 3:1-12   Reader from St. Mary’s 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and 

others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 

1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for 

you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 

words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 

Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now 

been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become 

fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 

gospel. 

7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given 

me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 

given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make 

everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so 

that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 

that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness 

and confidence through faith in him. 

Word of God, word of life. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN Love Has Come 

1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises:  

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
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2     Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; what is the name her heart is saying? 

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 
 

3 Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
 

THE GOSPEL – Matthew 2:1-12   Deacon Winzler proclaims 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway 

land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard 

this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 

the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw 

the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 

treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

The Gospel of our Savior.  

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE HOMILY                        Pastor Marschhausen 
 

THE NICENE CREED   Pastor Marschhausen 

On this Feast of the Epiphany, together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith … 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
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        eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

        by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Reader from Concordia 

On this day of Epiphany, dear Lord, we celebrate the manifestation of your love to all.  We ask 

that you move all people by the power of your word that all will open their gifts for others and so 

receive in their hearts the child of Bethlehem.  Lord in your mercy, hear our Prayer. 
 

Lord God, we thank you that by the leading of a star you brought to the feet of our Lord the wise 

men from the East to manifest your light to the Gentiles.  Lead the nations of the earth and their 

leaders to acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord, and grant wisdom to all rulers, that they may serve 

Him in love and fear. Lord in your mercy, hear our Prayer. 
 

Eternal God, a year has ended and another has begun.  We remember what has been and ponder 

what will be.  Remind us continually that our times are in your hands, as all of your past has been 

in your company.  Be with us if we look to the future with fear and if we are reluctant to walk the 

unknown path.  Remind us that we are always in your care. Lord in your mercy, hear our Prayer. 
 

We ask you, dear Lord, to look with favor upon the members of Concordia and St. Mary’s.  Lead 

us to bring to your Son the treasures of our time, talents and gifts.  Grant that we may ever walk 

in the light that is in Jesus, and that steadfastly following in the path set before us, we may at last 

receive the crown of life. Lord in your mercy, hear our Prayer. 
 

Compassionate God, we ask that you comfort the lonely and forsaken with your presence.  

Console the suffering.  Heal the broken-hearted.  For the sick, especially those suffering from 

COVID 19, we pray that you would look upon them in mercy and show them the way out of all 

their trials. Lord in your mercy, hear our Prayer. 
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Gracious God, we pray for all of the saints who have gone before us and are now at rest with you.  

We pray also for all of the saints on earth who surround us in a great fellowship of love.  Hear 

the prayers of your earthly saints and guide our thoughts and actions so that your will may be 

done and your name be glorified. Lord in your mercy, hear our Prayer. 
 

O God, you lead us day to day to the joyful vision of your light.  We offer you our prayers, some 

in words, others written in our hearts.  Read our hearts, hear our prayers and continue to shed 

your light on us.  Through Christ our Lord, in the Holy Spirit, this day of your Epiphany, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
 

A RESPONSIVE PRAYER WHILE WE ARE UNABLE TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 
Reverend Johnson 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. 

I believe that you are truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

I am baptized into your death and resurrection. 

I seek you daily. I worship and adore you. 

Since I cannot receive you in the eucharistic bread and wine, 

I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul, 

    as you always have, 

through Confession and Forgiveness, 

through the proclamation of your holy Word, 

and through the prayers of your people;  

that I may remain united to you 

    by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. 

Let me receive you and be nourished by your abundant grace.  

Be for me the manna in my wilderness, 

the bread of angels for my very human journey through time, 

a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, 

and solace in the hour of my death. 

And return us all, Lord Jesus, to your Holy Table when this is over. 

I pray all this, trusting that you are our life, 

our peace, and our everlasting joy. Amen. 
 

INTERCESSIONS Intercessions and Thanksgivings follow.       Reverend Johnson 

Now I invite your prayers for all the needs of the world God so loved, silently or aloud.  

         After each petition we pray, Lord, in your mercy. Hear our Prayer. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins 

another year. Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your 

goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve and keep you; N. and N.. God 

mercifully grant you the riches of grace, that you may please God both in body and soul. God 

make you a sign of the loving-kindness and steadfast fidelity manifest in the life, death, and 

resurrection of our Savior, and, living together in faith and love, may receive the blessings of 

eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   Reverend Johnson 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING   Pastor Marschhausen 

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

who proclaimed joy through the angels, 

who sent the shepherds with good news, 

and who led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day and throughout the coming new year ☩ through the Word made flesh. Amen. 

 

HYMN Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 

 manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 

 branch of royal David's stem in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

2 Manifest at Jordan's stream, prophet, priest, and king supreme; 

 and at Cana wedding guest in thy Godhead manifest; 

 manifest in pow'r divine, changing water into wine; 

 anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

3 Manifest in making whole weakened body, fainting soul; 

 manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil's might; 

 manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 
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4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word; 

 grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou; 

 that we might become like thee at thy great epiphany, 

 and may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

BLESSING OF OUR CHURCH HOMES & FAMILY HOMES   Reverend Johnson 
This short liturgy is a way of marking our homes, at the front or main entrance, with sacred signs and symbols 

as we ask God's blessing upon those who live, work, or visit throughout the coming year. In Exodus, the Israelites 

marked their doors with blood so that the Lord would pass over their homes; in this service, we mark our doors 

with chalk as a sign that we have invited God's presence and blessing into our homes. 
 

The initials of the legendary names of the Magi - Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar - are framed by the numbers of 

the New Year in this way: 20 + C M B + 21. Tradition also says the initials CMB stand for the Latin for Christie, 

Mansionem Benedica, which means “Christ, bless this house.” 
 

Leader: Peace be to this house.  

And to all who dwell herein.  
 

From the east came the Magi to Bethlehem to honor the Lord; and opening their treasures they 

offered precious gifts: gold for the newborn King, incense for the true God, and myrrh in symbol 

of His burial. 

The Word became flesh and made a dwelling place among us.  
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord — Jesus born of Mary — shall 

be revealed. 

And all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. 
 

It is Christ who enlightens our hearts and homes with love.  

May all who enter here find Christ’s light and love. 
 

Using the blessed chalk, mark the lintel of your front door (or front porch step) as follows: 

20 + C + M + B + 2 

  saying: 

The Magi of old, known as Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar 

followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us 

two thousand and twenty years ago. 

☩ Christ, bless this house, 

☩ and remain with us throughout the new year.  Amen. 
 

Let us pray: Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your presence. Bless all who 

live or visit here with the gift of your love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each 

other and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of 

you; guide, comfort, and strengthen us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
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Deacon Fedorchak dismisses the assembly… 

Go in peace. Let the Light of Christ shine through you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE: Noel Suisse      Louis-Claude Daquin; John Anderson 
 
NOTES: 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. Selected 

liturgical texts from The Book of Common Prayer, The Seabury Press, 1979. Selected liturgical texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. 

Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License. 

“Epiphany Dialogue” text: traditional, adapt. Zebulon M. Highben. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Anniversary Blessing, adapted from Liturgical Resources 1 “I Will Bless You, and You Will Be a Blessing” 

Revised and Expanded Edition As authorized by the 78th General Convention (Episcopal), 2015.  

 

DAILY READINGS FOR JANUARY 4-9 

Monday, January 4 

Psalm 110 

Proverbs 3:1-12 

James 4:11-17 
 

Tuesday, January 5 

Psalm 110 

Proverbs 22:1-9 

Luke 6:27-31 
 

Wednesday, January 6 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Thursday, January 7 

Psalm 110 

Exodus 1:22—2:10 

Hebrews 11:23-26 
 

Friday, January 8 

Psalm 110 

Exodus 2:11-25 

Hebrews 11:27-28 
 

Saturday, January 9 

Psalm 110 

Exodus 3:7-15 

John 8:39-59 
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