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The Office of Matins: Early in the church’s history, Christians, particularly the religious orders, developed the 

custom of gathering for prayer, Scripture and meditation at regular times every day. Over time, these prayer 

services and their times took on names and traditions. Together, this worship, beginning at midnight and 

continued every three hours around the clock, became known as “The Prayer Offices” or “Prayer Hours”. They 

continue within Episcopal and Lutheran worship tradition, with the three most commonly known and used in our 

churches being “Matins” or “Morning Prayer” originally around 9 AM, “Vespers” or “Evening Prayer” at 6 

PM, and “Compline” or “Prayer at the Close of the Day” at 9 PM. For our Zoom worship on the Sundays after 

the Epiphany, through February 14, we will be using “Matins” as the underlying format to shape our worship. 

The Lutheran and Book of Common Prayer Matins are fundamentally the same, with only minor wording 

differences. 
 

Introduction to the Day: Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God 

moved over the waters. Mark’s gospel makes clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ 

baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus, calling us God’s beloved children and setting 

us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 

 

PRELUDE:  The Growing Season            Paul Cardall; Kelly Sharp 

THE OFFICE OF MATINS, MORNING PRAYER 
 

DIALOGUE & DOXOLOGY  Pastor Marschhausen 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Alleluia! 
 

PSALMODY – Psalm 95:1-7a … the Venite Reverend Johnson 

Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

Oh, come, let us worship and praise. 

Come, let us sing to the Lord: 
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let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 

and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 

For you, Lord, are a great God, 

and a great ruler above all gods. 

Come, let us sing to the Lord: 

let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours. 

The sea is yours, for you made it; and your hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us sing to the Lord: 

let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

Come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 

For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. 

Come, let us sing to the Lord: 

let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
 

GATHERING HYMN O God of Gentle Strength      WLP #771 

O God of gentle strength, your love embraces me. 

Within the sureness of your care my heart rests willingly. 

Your waters of rebirth have claimed us as your own. 

As members of one body, we shall never be alone. 

And when life’s challenges eclipse our minds with doubt, 

Let holy wisdom spark a flame to drive the darkness out. 

 Where will the journey lead? The path may be obscure. 

 But promised hope of things unseen will keep our footing sure. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY Pastor Marschhausen          from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 

Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God in the Highest           ELW, Setting Two 

   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE 

The First Reading – Genesis 1:1-5  Reader from Concordia  
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good news 

for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and 

continues to create new life. 
 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 

void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 

the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 

was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

        Word of God, word of life.                 Thanks be to God. 
 

The Holy Gospel – Mark 1:4-11  Deacon Fedorchak proclaims the Gospel … 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself 

the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark … 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 

Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Hail to the Lord’s Anointed    ELW #311 

1 Hail to the Lord's anointed, great David's greater Son! 

 Hail, in the time appointed, your reign on earth begun! 

 You come to break oppression, to set the captive free, 

 to take away transgression and rule in equity. 
 

2 You come with rescue speedy to those who suffer wrong, 

 to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 

 to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 

 whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in your sight. 

3 You shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; 
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 love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in your path to birth. 

 Before you on the mountains shall peace, the herald, go; 

 and righteousness in fountains from hill to valley flow. 
 

4 Kings shall fall down before you, and gold and incense bring; 

 all nations shall adore you, your praise all people sing. 

 To you shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; 

 your kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 
 

HOMILY                              Reverend Johnson 

A Moment for Reflection 
Reverend Johnson 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 

but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son. 
 

CORPORATE AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
Pastor Marschhausen 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public 

affirmation of baptism into Christ. 
 

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word 

in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and 

nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises 

of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the 

name of Christ. Amen. 

Reverend Johnson 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that 

rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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Pastor Marschhausen 

You have made public profession of your faith. 

Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new 

birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy 

Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Leader from St. Mary’s   

In the waters of Baptism, we were called to be God’s children and to minister to one another.  Let 

us therefore pray for all in need of our prayers throughout the world. 
A Brief Silence 

Loving God, in Christ and by His Baptism, you have made Baptism to be the water of new life. 

Give us your Holy Spirit that we may become the new and holy people you have declared us to 

be. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We ask you, loving God, to renew within us the promise of our Baptism.   We give you thanks 

that you have placed your Word Made Flesh in this water and by this Baptism cleansed us from 

sin and set us apart as your own children. Bless all the baptized who seek daily to serve you. Lord 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, you have called and gathered your baptized people into your Church. Prosper the good 

work of preaching the Gospel and administering life-giving Sacraments. Bless all Bishops, 

pastors, rectors, and deacons who serve the Church in every place. Lord in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
 

All powerful God, we give you thanks for the nations and those who lead them. Bless all elected 

and newly-elected officials and those who serve with them. Help them to use your gift of freedom 

and the blessings wisely.  We give you thanks for all that you have entrusted to our care. Help us 

to receive everything with gratitude and use everything faithfully and for your glory. Guide us to 

know and care for those in need, both near and far. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord of compassion and mercy, no suffering passes before you unnoticed. Give your healing 

presence and peace to the sick, those hospitalized, those recuperating from illness, and those 

troubled in mind and heart.  Be their companion in solitude, their healing in affliction, and their 

deliverer from trouble. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Eternal God, we remember with thanksgiving all those who went before us with the sign of faith, 

who passed on to us the sign of faith and who now rest in Christ from all their labors. Keep us 

faithful to the baptismal covenant so that we are raised with Christ to life everlasting. Lord in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers in the Name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you and the 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INTERCESSIONS Intercessions and Thanksgivings follow.        Reverend Johnson 

Now I invite your prayers for all the needs of the world God so loved, silently or aloud.  

         After each petition we pray, Lord, in your mercy. Hear our Prayer. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS     Reverend Johnson 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins 

another year. Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your 

goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve and keep you; N. and N.. God 

mercifully grant you the riches of grace, that you may please God both in body and soul. God 

make you a sign of the loving-kindness and steadfast fidelity manifest in the life, death, and 

resurrection of our Savior, and, living together in faith and love, may receive the blessings of 

eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER          Pastor Marschhausen 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING    Reverend Johnson 

Let us pray. O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, 

not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized                              ELW #304 

1 Christ, when for us you were baptized, God's Spirit on you came, 

as peaceful as a dove, and yet as urgent as a flame, as urgent as a flame. 
 

2 God called you, "My beloved Son"; you are God's servant true, 

sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n, God's holy will to do, God's holy will to do. 
 

3 Straightway and steadfast until death you then obeyed the call 

to serve with free and willing heart, to give your life for all, to give your life for all. 
 

4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; your cross on us be signed, 

that likewise in God's service we may perfect freedom find, may perfect freedom find. 
 

DeaconWinzler dismisses the assembly… 

Go in peace. Be the Light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE: Processional in E-Flat Major    David N Johnson; John Anderson 

 
NOTES: 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. Selected 

liturgical texts from The Book of Common Prayer, The Seabury Press, 1979. Selected liturgical texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. 

Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License. 

Anniversary Blessing, adapted from Liturgical Resources 1 “I Will Bless You, and You Will Be a Blessing” Revised and Expanded 

Edition As authorized by the 78th General Convention (Episcopal), 2015.  

 

DAILY READINGS FOR JANUARY 11-16 

  

Monday, January 11 

Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36 

Genesis 17:1-13 

Romans 4:1-12 

 

Tuesday, January 12 

Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36 

Exodus 30:22-38 

Acts 22:2-16 

 

Wednesday, January 13 

Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36 

Isaiah 41:14-20 

John 1:29-34 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, January 14 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

Judges 2:6-15 

2 Corinthians 10:1-11 

 

Friday, January 15 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

Judges 2:16-23 

Acts 13:16-25 

 

Saturday, January 16 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

1 Samuel 2:21-25 

Matthew 25:1-13 




