
COVID-19 Vaccines: Questions from Kids 

 

Everyone has questions about the vaccines, and the questions and answers can be complicated. It 

can be especially challenging to explain the answers to young children! Here are some questions 

children may be asking, and ways you might respond. 

 

ABOUT VACCINES 

 How does the vaccine keep you from getting sick? The vaccine is a medicine that 

teaches your body to protect itself from a virus. That way, if the virus tries to enter your 

body, your body knows how to fight it off! 

 GETTING THE VACCINE 

 Does it hurt? Like any shot, it feels like a pinch—just for a second. 

 Why do some people need two shots? With some of the vaccines, the medicine works 

best if you get it two different times. The first shot helps your body recognize the virus 

and gets it strong enough to fight it off. The second one makes it even stronger—and 

makes sure it stays that way! (That’s true for many vaccines, not just for Covid.) 

 Why did the vaccine make you not feel well? Does it mean you have Covid? No, the 

vaccine doesn’t cause Covid. Some people don’t feel well after they get the vaccine, but 

that means the medicine is doing its job—your body is working hard to learn to protect 

itself from the virus. 

 How come some people got the vaccine before others? The people who got vaccinated 

first were the ones who would be in the most danger if they got sick. Neighborhood 

helpers, like doctors and ambulance drivers, also needed to go first so they could keep 

helping others. 

 

WHAT NOW? 

 When will little kids get the vaccine? Doctors and scientists first had to make sure the 

vaccine was safe for grown-ups and older kids. Now children ages 5 years and older can 

get an age-appropriate dose of the vaccine, too. They are still working to make sure it is 

safe for very young children. For children age 5-11 the KWC will host an in-person 

vaccine clinic on Saturday, December 18th, in Coos Bay.  Further information on 

scheduling your appointment will be available next week! 

 Now that you got the vaccine does that mean you won’t ever get sick?  Getting the 

Covid vaccine only helps to protects us from the Covid virus not the cold or the flu, and 

people who are vaccinated still may get sick from Covid. Being vaccinated means that 

you are less likely to be infected when exposed and protects you from being seriously ill 

if you are infected.  

 What can we do together now that you got the vaccine? When enough grown-ups are 

vaccinated, we can all be indoors together. 



 Does getting the vaccine mean we will go back to normal? It won’t happen right away 

or all at once but being vaccinated is the best way everyone can go back to doing more of 

the things we love (like seeing people and visiting our favorite places). 

 Why do we still have wear masks and keep a distance from others? There are a few 

reasons: 

 It takes the vaccine a while to do its job. 

 The vaccines work for almost everyone, but a small number of people can still get 

sick after they’ve been vaccinated. 

 We don’t know for sure how likely it is that a vaccinated person can still carry 

and spread the virus. 

 For the vaccine to really work to end the pandemic, many people have to be 

vaccinated, and not enough people are yet. 

 

Parents, if you would like to get your children vaccinated prior to December 18th, the Pfizer 
vaccine in pediatric dosages should also be available from other locations and your child’s 
primary care provider. For households in Coos County, Coos Health and Wellness is holding a 
daily pediatric clinic from 2-4pm Monday – Friday, you can schedule your appointment with 
them at https://communityhealth.events/scheduler/. For tribal households in Oregon, you can 
find COVID-19 vaccination locations in your community by searching on the State of Oregon’s 
vaccine finder here: Get Vaccinated Oregon. 

For those tribal members outside of Oregon, the CDC offers a similar search tool for the entire 
United States, please use: Vaccines.gov. 

The KWC also has a dedicated email for questions related to COVID-19 vaccinations 
at covid19@coquilletribe.org. 
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