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Local Veterans and Military Families Benefit from $500,000 in State Funding for
Easterseals Veterans Rally Point

Norwich, Connecticut (October 17, 2022) – Easterseals Veterans Rally Point received $500,000
in state funding to sustain and increase operations providing needed services for active duty,
guard, reserve, veterans and their families, all under one roof.

The state-of-the-art facility in Norwich, CT provides comprehensive services for those who have
served to ensure successful reintegration into all aspects of civilian life. Services include
behavioral health, employment and resume assistance, educational and job skill training,
financial assessment and coaching, peer meet-ups, a maker space, a fitness center with
wellness programs and more.

Senator Cathy Osten, an ongoing supporter of Easterseals Veterans Rally Point, championed a

bill to gain approval for this state funding and will be thanked publicly at the opening ceremony

of Easterseals’ annual 5k Your Way race to benefit veterans and military families on October 22

at the facility.

Cathy enlisted in the United States Army in 1973 during the Vietnam era, and after four years of

active duty, Sergeant Osten returned to Norwich, CT for college and the start of her career. She

is deeply dedicated to Connecticut military service members and their families and truly

recognizes the importance of maintaining physical and mental well-being.

“I have a deep awareness and understanding of the ongoing personal battles our veterans face
daily, and I believe Easterseals’ holistic approach is important for our community,” said Senator
Osten. Cathy is a frequent visitor of Veterans Rally Point and can be found in the state-of-the-art
fitness center when she is not in session.

“This funding is a game-changer for our veterans and military services and has allowed us to
expand our operations both in reach and in the hours that our facility is open and available to

http://www.veteransrallypoint.com


the thousands of military families we serve,” said Robin Sharp, President & CEO of Easterseals
Capital Region and Eastern CT. “We are eternally grateful to Senator Osten, and the state
legislature for their support of those who have served our country.”

The $500,000 in state funding has been used to hire additional staff to expand hours at the
facility, purchase a membership software package to track utilization, and contract with Fare
Start, a nonprofit organization that works with other nonprofits across the country to create
culinary training programs and social enterprise operations.

Net proceeds from the “Easterseals 5k Your Way” race fund free, life-changing programs at

Easterseals Veterans Rally Point. Leading company event sponsors include Stanley Black &

Decker, Comcast/NBC Universal, Dell Technologies, Amazon, Webster Investments and more.

To register for the race, visit www.eastersealsevents.com/5K4Vets.

###

About Easterseals Capital Region & Eastern Connecticut  
Overview of our life-changing 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization: For more than 70 years, award-winning
and CARF-accredited Easterseals Capital Region & Eastern Connecticut has been serving children,
seniors, veterans and adults with disability and other special needs. Through its unique Easterseals
Veterans Rally Point services as well as its other services including Medical & Vocational Rehabilitation,
Neuropsychology, Dementia Clinic, Supported Education, Adult Day Support and Social Enterprise
Businesses, Easterseals is leading the way to 100% equity inclusion and access for people with
disabilities, families, and communities. All Abilities. Limitless Possibilities.
Visit www.easterseals.com/Hartford and www.veteransrallypoint.com to learn more.  

About Easterseals  
For more than 100 years, Easterseals has been the indispensable resource for individuals with
disabilities, veterans, seniors, and their families. Together, our 68 Affiliates in communities nationwide
serve 1.5 million people annually through high-quality programs including autism services, early
intervention, workforce development, adult day care and more. In schools, workplaces, and
communities, we are fostering environments where everyone is included and valued — making a real
and positive impact on us all. Join us in ensuring that everyone – regardless of age or ability – is 100%
included and 100% empowered. Learn more at www.easterseals.com.
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