
2026 WESTERN RICE BELT 

January 21, 2026 El Campo Civic Center 

PRODUCTION CONFERENCE 

3.0 TDA CEUs 
CCA Credits Applied for 

7:30 a.m. REGISTRATION 

8:10a.m. Welcome 

8:15 a.m. Producer Challenges in Texas Rice –  Dr. Sam Rustom 

8:45 a.m. Rice Delphacid Research—Dr. David Kerns 

                                                                            Dr. Lina Bernaola 

9:15 a.m. Break 

9:30 a.m. New Herbicide Technology in Rice—Dr. Conner Webster 

10:00a.m. Texas Agriculture Grant—Kristin Lambrecht , TDA 

10:30 a.m. UAV Licensing Requirements—Keith Edwards, Hylio, Inc. 

11:00a.m. UAV Pesticide Application Research— 

                           Dr. Muthu Bagavathiannan 

11:30 a.m. Rice Variety Research—Dr. Shyamal Talukder 

12:00 p.m. LUNCH 

 Rice Poster Contest Results - Lori Garcia and Laura Reyna 

1:00 p.m. Texas Rice Council Report—Tommy Turner 

1:15 p.m. USA Rice Update—Jake Westlin,  VP of Government Affairs 

1:30 p.m. Farm Policy & Risk Management— TBA 

2:00 p.m. Adjourn 

RICE TRADE SHOW 

Including booths from 
Conference Sponsors 

 

EXHIBITS INCLUDE 

Equipment 
Seed Dealers 
Chemical Suppliers 
Other Rice Industry 
Products 

 

CONTACT INFO 

Corrie Bowen CEA 
Ag/Natural Resources 
979-532-3310 

Kendall Foster 
Secretary  
979-532-3310 
kendall.foster@ag.tamu.edu 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, 

genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in any Extension 

activity, are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office for assistance 5 days prior to the activity. 

Please RSVP by January 16th 

Scan the QR code, click the link below, or contact Kendall at  
979-532-3310 or via email at kendall.foster@ag.tamu.edu  

2350 N Mechanic St. 
El Campo, TX 77437 

https://forms.office.com/r/bdy8je80wY 

https://forms.office.com/r/dKvmF31MSG

