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Hello and welcome
to my Class!

Mica Brooks, Yurok Veterans Wellness Court 
Coordinator. U.S. Navy Retired



Requirements 
for Class 2

3

1 Be respectful

Ask questions

Have 
fun

This project was supported by Grant No. 2020-VC-BX-0090 awarded by the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance. The Bureau of Justice Assistance is a component of 

the Office of Justice Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, and the Office of Sex 

Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering, and Tracking. Points 
of view or opinions in this webinar are those of the presenter(s) and do not 

necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of 
Justice.



LET’S GO 
OVER SOME 
HISTORY

1974 - NEW YORK CITY. THE FIRST JURISDICTION TO IMPLEMENT
A DRUG COURT. THIS WAS IN RESPONSE TO THE ENFORCEMENT
OF THE DRACONIAN ROCKEFELLER DRUG LAWS.

1989 - THE FIRST TREATMENT DRUG COURT IS ESTABLISHED IN MIAMI, FL

1997 - NADCP (NOW ALL RISE) DEVELOPS A GUIDE FOR STATE DRUG COURTS,
DEFINING DRUG COURTS: THE KEY COMPONENTS.

1997 - FIRST FOUR TRIBAL HEALING TO WELLNESS COURTS ESTABLISHED.

2008 - FIRST TREATMENT DRUG COURT SPECIFICALLY DEVELOPED FOR VETERANS
WAS STARTED BY JUDGE ROBERT RUSSELL.

2013 - DOJ BEGAN RECEIVING A SEPARATE APPROPRIATION FOR VETERANS
TREATMENT COURTS.

2020 - CONGRESS PASSES THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT COORDINATION
ACT OF 2019, ESTABLISHING THE VETERAN TREATMENT COURT GRANT
PROGRAM.

2020 - YUROK TRIBAL COURT RECEIVES A GRANT TO IMPLEMENT A VETERAN WELLNESS
COURT.

2022 - AFTER A COUPLE YEARS OF HARD WORK BY MULTIPLE PEOPLE, THE NATIONS
FIRST TRIBAL VETERAN WELLNESS COURT (YVWC) IS OFFICIALLY IN OPERATION
WITH ITS FIRST CLIENT.



Lessons to be Covered

What will it
stand on?

Does this look 
right?

Did I do
it right?

Where are we
going now?



What about your court team 
members?



Commitment is key!!



Does this look 
right?



Does this look 
right?



So much to do!

I’ve done so
much work,

why is no one 
showing up?How do I pay for this?

• Meetings
• Reports
• Outreach
• Media Coverage



Goals of this Class

1

3

2

4

Know what you 
want to do.

Figure out what you 
need to get it done

ASK FOR HELP!
Look back, assess your work, 

and adjust as necessary.



Resources for Class
Things to help you learn lessons better

• Bureau of Justice 

Assistance

• Department of Justice

• National Drug Court Resource Center

• All Rise

• Tribal Law and Policy Institute

• National American Indian Court 

Judges Association



Tribal Veteran Services Officer
“Honor Our Heros”

Mentorship
Military Community Outreach

Native American Direct Loan Program



Do you have any questions
for me before we go?

mbrooks@yuroktribe.nsn.us
veterans@yuroktribe.nsn.us

(707) 951-8676

Thank you!


