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For a solid portion of human history, people have been cultivating flora in gardens for both practical 
and aesthetic use. But we’re not just talking about tiny plots in your backyard where you grow 
tomatoes. Gardening is an art form, from the Zen-like gardens of the eastern tradition, to perfectly 
manicured Western sanctuaries. Here, we take a look at 10 of the most beautiful from across the 
globe. 
 
 

1. Kenrokuen, Kanazawa, Japan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Flickr/bryan… 
 
In designing their works, Japanese gardeners seek to create an ideal landscape within a particular 
space. Kenrokuen in Kanazawa is considered to be one of the finest examples of Japanese 
gardens, built over the course of 200 years starting in the mid-17th century. In fact, it is one of the 
Three Great Gardens of Japan, along with Korakuen in Okayama and Kairakuen in Mito. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bryansjs/15695525629/in/photolist-qcp52P-pUXEWR-qcdVFX-pUXFW6-qcdVAg-pUZ2Ka-qa7Prb-qckMUG-qcp5Uk-pUZ2ZZ-pfDdSz-4wnR1c-6NKc6E-4MiLgX-6NKiQW-pSNNPx-6NK2YJ-qpjeTy-pSCXGU-pdejL9-pSDRxj-qckMnQ-q7VUCN-gXQq15-gXQg5Y-pdsd82-qa2UZa-6NK8Nq-pSD6eN-6NJZTQ-apLPgT-9fmmoi-ppWWBi-qa3ypk-qadUTF-pdsdGZ-qoXP1u-ducQTH-qFHwxM-apSucu-9fpzDm-9EHtMa-fxqvFq-4MnYu7-6NETMH-6NKduj-6NF4GB-6NEY6r-pSDWSC-rGHMF/
https://www.oyster.com/q/kanazawa-ishikawa-prefecture-hotels-4817/


2. Keukenhof, Lisse, Netherlands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Flickr/Yuichi Shiraishi 
 
 
Covering nearly 80 acres, Keukenhof is one of the largest flower gardens in the world. And with all 
that land comes a lot of bulbs—about 7 million are planted each year for a spectacular spring 
blossom (the garden is only open between March and May). You’ll find plenty of tulips, which the 
country is known for. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/yisris/18001998256/in/photolist-9AnnfB-tqLWUh-tt7jqT-9AqaDC-sw6qCd-dimCGD-dimySg-dj8tMP-tsPJ5s-tsPFY3-tt7nmx-tqLKom-tbvnCo-o6hCfo-c78ExY-c4ky9L-c4kimQ-tsPMJm-sw1HX2-bVhuRu-cNTAaq-e6sfq7-ttbug2-tsypbf-svQa4h-ttbAp4-tqLRfG-bVhw3A-bWJ6Ym-axBk1S-tqLCjS-sw6EXq-tbwo7u-tbE6nk-ttbLuV-cNTzMd-eqdzsV-bVhVAq-nkiAip-sb3Tte-7Tgb6V-bTPmkT-27LyCv-tsVjjD-eraecQ-rU4ZTL-tsR15p-tsQZtz-c78o5o-bEupyo/


 
3. Nong Nooch Tropical Botanical Garden, Pattaya, Thailand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons/Wayne77 
 
In 1954 Pisit and Nongnooch Tansacha purchased 600 acres of land on which they planned to 
build a fruit plantation. But they decided to dedicate the grounds to conservation, and in 1980 they 
opened their tropical garden to the public. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=nong+nooch&title=Special:Search&go=Go&uselang=en&searchToken=af5dfqzu8hn79stcco93fp7vx#/media/File:Nong_Nooch-10.JPG


4. Gardens of Versailles, Versailles, France 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Flickr/Kimberly Vardeman 
 
A list of top gardens would not be complete without mentioning the gardens of the Château of 
Versailles. Covering nearly 2,000 acres, the current landscape was designed by gardener André Le 
Nôtre, who was commissioned by Louis XIV in 1661. More than 6 million visitors stroll the gardens 
each year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kimberlykv/6287532267/in/photolist-azBfhK-a82RiD-azBbWK-azBe2k-a82RnT-azDVpL-a82LPH-a85Hmm-5XRDLg-6uD7zN-gq6rP-pfvb9n-5mYZoR-oKtd57-k4u7eG-8EcdKt-acvj4M-gKHpfJ-zxuGk-adefhv-gKnQwo-a56fMe-5HpY9C-gG967x-2rBEPb-5pxMV8-BLjyG-gG93QD-peeari-8EcdxM-2rxmLt-ce1UQ-5xEz3b-6HN2WS-2rBCbu-8JTa3E-a82Reg-eefWS-45kto-5HkDfF-a85HJ1-a85HDs-nfkqFT-4DHugM-8kufxs-6FqgMj-xzyw7-4EeTGY-9KcWQR-nwRwdd


5. Kew Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, United Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons/Diliff 
 
More than just a scenic greenspace, Kew is an internationally renowned research institution, 
employing hundreds of scientists and researchers. The gardens are home to more than 40,000 
species of plants, as well as dozens of historic buildings, including the Victorian-era Palm House 
shown here. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Kew_Gardens#/media/File:Kew_Gardens_Palm_House,_London_-_July_2009.jpg


6. Brooklyn Botanic Gardens, New York, New York 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Flickr/Meg 
 
It’s not often you find a 52-acre garden in the heart of a major metropolis. But that’s exactly what 
you’ll find in New York, thanks to the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. The garden is known for its 200 
cherry trees, which take center stage during a month-long blossom festival. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/acertainworld/2659735336/in/photolist-542QDN-4JizaY-7SnJpc-4L4Ufp-4L4NMt-4Jizbb-nn2LsH-4SGhtv-4SGgrZ-7NPxVi-nkgzXy-6i6U3E-shnsjT-nn2QoP-nn2D7S-nnmn6s-7Sv5sw-7SFbQh-4L965N-7NU8g1-nn2Qad-9zmJ6a-9zm1Zc-6i8TqC-LXr7F-9zphXm-9yDMxB-4SLuqb-6eCvvs-djfHN-bMRJYn-6i36Cs-byX4xf-7SrjY3-9zkUpZ-djfHL-6i3kgf-6i8XPE-9DnCUz-byX55E-4LVGj1-7SMmXf-edates-6vQYZ4-GgfTSF-9DDeCC-eATETg-4JKW38-4L2XRk-fCdV4i
https://www.oyster.com/new-york-city/hotels/


7. Jardin Majorelle, Marrakech, Morocco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons/Luc Viatour 
 
French painter Jacques Marjorelle spent four decades crafting his beloved garden around his villa 
in Marrakech. Noted for the luminous blue paint on its buildings, gates, pots, and more, the garden 
was purchased by Yves Saint Laurent and Pierre Bergé in 1980. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Majorelle_Garden#/media/File:Maroc_Marrakech_Majorelle_Luc_Viatour_6.jpg
https://www.oyster.com/marrakech/hotels/


8. Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden, Cape Town, South 

Africa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Flickr/thomas 
 
Established in 1913, the grand Kirstenbosch sits on the slopes of Table Mountain and is dedicated 
to preserving South African flora. While the garden comprises nearly 90 acres itself, it is part of a 
1,300-acre nature reserve. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/blob79/6882852524/in/photolist-budqg7-bH8fXD-9UzFKc-9UzGxi-nsqea9-6eu1HQ-9UCx3y-6exuCo-6epRRK-5tguPL-6fK1cE-62wPWn-imzKr-6cLGfQ-dBSLzL-9UCxDs-imzte-imyTE-5AA1JW-614WuE-84QvA-H7und-6eu7np-6TWGae-dtkcRW-6U1H3Y-5QD4ix-dtjYSB-9UzHbV-imz1s-9UCxwd-76dNm6-dtkb3G-972EHn-6euHTA-4XA1Pq-49DYWA-945g6N-8PJEjP-pFXRKL-pa2kNQ-kPF5Af-76hyFb-5rwbnr-972F54-5QHgQw-98xk2t-76hHWC-imymx-5AvKNv


9. Villa d’Este, Tivoli, Italy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Flickr/M.Maselli 
 
This 16th-century villa, whose main building is also a marvel, is home to an incredible garden that 
has 51 fountains. Considering each runs on gravity alone, that’s a pretty impressive feat. The 
terraced landscape was the inspiration for many European gardens to follow. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/mmaselli/5011244893/in/photolist-8CPWw2-9G6wbT-9G9bs3-9G9key-9G9gKQ-9G6PaM-SMnQA-9G6MaR-6Hric7-6U65jv-6Ua5ro-6U64gk-6Hrho3-guCidU-guumoC-guFQJm-gutLue-guvnit-guHgX4-6HrheA-guvEB6-guvPRk-8YHXhM-guHbyP-gutoGL-guC4Kk-guuc3G-guEH5N-guvfDZ-guF3b3-guG69o-guvuvC-guH6vA-SNogT-SNoUM-9G9stb-9G6zJ2-zzo31-zzqgV-9GfJ7A-6b75uC-fwUhqy-7Njsmq-zzpWR-SM2d9-zzrxs-zzne6-7sDVLR-7NC3eB-7NjsiQ


10. Summer Palace, Beijing, China 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Flickr/Luca Casartelli 

 
 
A combination of historic pavilions, temples, bridges, and a hilly natural landscape, the Summer 
Palace was deemed a “masterpiece of Chinese landscape garden design” by UNESCO, which 
designated it a World Heritage Site in 1998

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lccasartelli/21194979145/in/photolist-yhVNSV-7LH4u7-cZLoT3-AY4YTZ-BKTAC9-AY4Wua-7n3F7H-7cZW4U-5gW5ZV-doKwm4-dq1xfZ-bmFwhf-9Tzvoq-bzKXTr-afbLbc-afbQYt-4agzju-bzAuAX-afew3C-bmR9j7-afeyXh-doKDGs-BNcdLK-bzAtYT-BVu9tV-bmFtzw-afbSYn-BKTNcw-afbH86-BTb6WQ-7n3T3p-bzAvUa-afeTk3-5h1qz3-oncLZo-afbRX6-6xH5oZ-9TzvgA-bzAwxX-doKFNb-doKEKf-doKyiD-7n3AkF-bmFHTG-7n7SnE-7n7xk5-BNc9S2-doKEB3-9TwFet-bzAtjH


 


