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Grand opening of new library celebrated

John Holic

After more than a year of con-

VICE MAYOR

struction, the new William H. Jer-

Rich Cautero

cially opened to the public Satur-

vey Jr. Venice Public Library offiday, Dec. 15 with a ceremony
attended by hundreds and punctu-

COUNCIL MEMBERS

ated by a surprise entrance by the

Bob Daniels

Venice High School Marching Band

Mitzie Fiedler
Jeanette Gates
Helen Moore
Chuck Newsom

and confetti cannons.

The 51-year-old original library,
on the same spot at 300 Nokomis
Ave. S., closed in February 2016
due to persistent mold issues. It
was razed the following spring. A
From left, Venice Library Manager Ann Hall, Sarasota County Libraries Director Sarabeth Kalajian, Sarasota County Commissioner Charles Hines, library namesake Bill
Hamilton Building at 260 N. Noko- Jervey, County Commissioner Alan Maio, and County Administrator Jonathan Lewis
react to confetti cannons after cutting the ribbon on the new library Dec. 15.
mis Ave.

temporary library opened in the

www.venicegov.com

Following a $1 million endowment from Jervey, who has fond memories of time spent at the old library, the li-

CHARTER OFFICERS

brary was named after the Venice resident and philanthropist. He says he would not be where he is today if not for

City Manager Ed Lavallee

libraries, where as a boy he read books on investing and biographies on financiers that led him to invest in the stock

City Clerk Lori Stelzer
City Attorney Kelly Fernandez

market.
To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401.

Continued on page 2
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Clockwise from left, Director of Sarasota
County Libraries Sarabeth Kalajian and
Venice Library Manager Ann Hall; the VHS
Marching Band makes an entrance; the
crowd of 330+ awaits the ceremony; Bill
Jervey applauds a speaker.
See more photos, page 3
Library, from page 1

Administrator Jonathan Lewis, Jervey, President of the Library Friends Deborah Kostroun and Venice Library Manager Ann Hall, dignitaries cut the ribbon
Jervey called the facility “a library of the people” and said the Dec. 15 cere- and 2 confetti cannons showered biodegradable confetti into the air.
mony was “the greatest day of my life.”
Hundreds of adults and children then streamed into the facility, where they
Construction started on the $8.8 million library in October 2017. At 19,428 were handed commemorative fabric bags by staff. Activities throughout the
square feet, it includes a conference room for over 130, smaller study and
day included kids’ crafts, face-painting, a photo booth, demonstrations, kids’
meeting rooms, children’s and teen rooms, Friends of the Library bookstore, movies, therapy dogs on hand, refreshments and other freebees.
rows of computers, Creation Station with 3-D printer, and reading garden
City officials in attendance included Mayor John Holic, Vice Mayor Rich Cauwith fountain donated by the City. Sarasota County and Sweet Sparkman Ar- tero, Council Members Bob Daniels, Jeanette Gates and Mitzie Fiedler, City
chitects held a number of public meetings to get design and amenities input
Manager Ed Lavallee, Assistant City Manager Len Bramble and Public Works
from seniors to grade-school children.
Director James Clinch.
Director of Sarasota County Libraries Sarabeth Kalajian's opening remarks at The Friends of the Library are continuing to raise funds to put a solar panel
the ceremony were “interrupted” by the entrance of the VHS Marching Band installation on the roof through “Light Up Our Library, a Green Campaign.”
in the rain. Students then presented the colors and raised the flag on the
Jervey encouraged the crowd to donate to the cause.
grounds. Following remarks by County Commissioner Charles Hines, County
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NEW LIBRARY OPENING

Above, Vice Mayor Rich Cautero and wife Linda. Below, Council
Members Jeanette Gates and Mitzie Fiedler pose near the fountain in the library reading garden, which the City donated to the
project.

Above, families in the children’s room. Below, library patrons stream in after the ribbon-

cutting. By noon, over 1,000 had come through the doors. See more photos, page 4
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NEW LIBRARY OPENING

Clockwise from top left, therapy dogs on hand
at the William H. Jervey Jr. Venice Public Library grand opening Dec. 15; face painting; a
Venice-Nokomis Woman’s Club display in the
lobby; the Venice High Jazz Band strikes up a

tune; mirror photo booth; library patrons
check out the computer stations.
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Page 5

Venice City E-News

January 2019

Page 6

Venice City E-News

January 2019

Page 7

Venice City E-News

January 2019

Next up for Downtown Project: Tampa Ave.
The Venice Beautification Project is moving forward in full force! Over the holidays, the contractor opened all
areas of downtown while the crews took a much-needed break and spent time with their families. Last week,
work began on the 200 and 300 blocks of Tampa Avenue (between Nokomis Ave. and Harbor Dr.) and Nassau
Street (north of W. Venice Ave.) Tampa Avenue is currently closed from St. Augustine Street to Nassau Street and
is open to local traffic only from Nassau Street to Harbor Drive to allow access to the post office and business
parking. To complete the work on Tampa Avenue, St. Augustine Avenue will temporarily return to a two-way
street so that customers can access the KMI Building/Venice Centre Mall from the parking lot on St. Augustine
Avenue. Harbor Drive will remain open throughout the project.
The contractor will be completing underground drainage work on Nassau Street and Tampa Avenue. No trees
are anticipated to be removed from Tampa Avenue at this time. Additional trees are scheduled to be planted to
complement the existing trees. Pavers will be added on the 200 block and the sidewalks will be replaced. Crews
will also install irrigation and electrical conduit on Tampa Avenue.
Crews continue installing landscaping and pavers on W. Venice and Miami avenues. Some single lane closures
may be needed for crews to safely do this work. At the end of the project, the contractor will return to install the
final layer of asphalt on all streets except for
eastbound W. Venice Ave., which was paved
Tampa Avenue in mid-December.

with full-depth asphalt. For now, only one layer of asphalt was placed on the remaining

streets due to heavy equipment and trucks that still need to drive on it, which could cause
damage.
On Jan. 3, a third public meeting was held for this project to provide a project update
and to discuss the planned sequence of work for Tampa Avenue. The construction team
met with property owners and/or their representatives on Tampa Avenue to discuss individual needs and to coordinate access.
If you have project questions, please contact Jennifer Dorning, Project Public Information
Officer, at Jennifer.Dorning@atkinsglobal.com or 239-338-7723.
Anticipated completion for the entire downtown project is March 2019.

Westbound W. Venice Avenue on Dec. 31.
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Meet the first City Arborist, Jim Yelverton
Jim Yelverton started as Venice’s first Tree Program Administrator/City Arborist on Dec. 4.
“This position has been a longtime dream of mine because it combines my love of trees with my love
of Venice,” Yelverton said. “In the coming months we will be developing Venice’s first tree protection
regulations. This gives us the opportunity to think about what we want from our urban forest for today
and for future generations.”
City Council elected to move in the direction of taking over all tree permitting within the City jurisdiction during the development of the FY 2019 budget. This is similar to what the City did a few years back
regarding structures over water (dock permits).
“I believe this decision was based partly on the expectation/benefit and accessibility of having City
staff locally at City Hall who can handle all tree permits and issues,” said Development Services Director
Jeff Shrum. “In regard to job duties of the Arborist position, Jim has been getting some training from
Planning staff to help the Planning Division with processing, plan review, and site inspections for landscaping and other development-related projects. However, Jim’s main task to start will be to help write
the City’s first set of tree regulations, which we will be coordinating with consultants.”
Yelverton’s career began in the early 1980s in the landscaping business. For a few years, he worked in
the timber industry in Alabama.
“My love of trees and tree care grew out of those experiences,” he said. “I came to Florida in 1999 for
work and have been here since. I had the opportunity to live in Venice for a few years and fell in love
with the city.”
Yelverton’s interest in trees led him to earn an AS Degree in Forestry in 1985, Certified Arborist designation in 2007 from the International Society of Arboriculture, and in 2016, the highest level of certifi-

cation of Board Certified Master Arborist.
“All this really means is that I have spent a lifetime learning how to grow and care for trees,” he said.
“I am very excited to have this opportunity to shape Venice’s urban forest.” There are over 7,000 trees
in Venice city limits.
City Arborist Jim Yelverton near Heritage Park.

Continued on page 9
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Only 8 parks left in Adopt-a-Park Program
Fourteen parks have been assigned since the
City of Venice Adopt-a-Park Program was
launched by Public Works in October.
Only 8 parks remain to be assigned: City Hall
Park, Dr. Fred Albee Park, Fountain Park, Granada
Nolen Green, Harbor Nolen Green, Humphris Park
(South Jetty), Prentiss French Park and Milan Nolen Green.
This program is for interested citizen groups,

schools and businesses to assist the City in beautifying its parks by volunteering to pick up trash and
litter, cleaning various park amenities and performing other minor maintenance tasks. Interested participants need to commit their services at
the selected park a minimum of four times a year,
beginning this month. The City will provide a
12”x18” sign in the selected park to recognize the
participating group or business. To download an

Arborist, from page 8

“My hope for our new tree program is to promote, facilitate and grow a
diverse and healthy urban forest for Venice,” Yelverton said. “The many environmental benefits of a healthy urban forest have been well-documented.
The cooling effect, stormwater runoff control, wind buffering, air cleaning and
carbon sequestration abilities of trees have been written about at length. But
did you know that trees can have a substantial effect on property values?
Studies have shown that trees can increase property values from 2 to 20%.
From a single, well-placed tree making a house more marketable to a view of
a forested city park, trees provide financial benefits too.
“John Nolen recognized the contribution of trees to our community with his
vision for the City. You can see our City’s footprint and history throughout
Venice with 100-year-old live oaks and massive banyan trees; flowering royal
poinciana, tabebuia, and jacaranda trees in full bloom; the slash pine and cypress trees that dot the landscape; all the way down to your favorite shade
tree in your own back yard.”
“I believe Jim brings a wealth of experience as a master arborist to the
City,” Shrum said. “His experience as a consultant and practicing arborist provides him with a good understanding and working knowledge of best practic-

application package, go to https://
www.venicegov.com/government/public-works/
parks. Send completed applications by email or
hard copy to the attention of Tricia Matero,
PMatero@Venicegov.com; City of Venice Public
Works Department, 221 S. Seaboard Ave., Venice,
FL 34285. You can also call Tricia at 941-882-7362.
Adopt-a-Park applications will be evaluated in the
order they are received.

es. Jim’s experience provides a great resource for the City in navigating the
best approach for tree regulations.
“In the short time I have known Jim and through his interview, it is clear
that he is passionate about trees and their role into the built environment. I
also believe Jim is the perfect fit for the City’s first arborist due to his experience and ability to utilize that experience to explain tree issues and technical
details in terms that his audience can understand it, be it citizens, advisory
boards, or elected officials.”
Yelverton, 58, lives in Englewood with his wife Sharon but hopes to move to
Venice in the not-too-distant future. The couple have three grown children in
Minnesota, Colorado and California that they try to visit as often as they can.
“We enjoy taking our dog Layla out for hikes and to the dog park or taking a
canoe trip up the Myakka River,” he said. “I love going to the Jetty or to the
beach to fish and think.”
“As I get settled in to my new role, I want everyone to know that my door is
always open, email too (jyelverton@venicegov.com), if you have questions or
just want to talk trees, my favorite subject,” Yelverton said. “It is going to be
my job, with your help, to protect the special trees in Venice and to promote
a healthy and diverse urban forest. I look forward to the tasks ahead!”
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Boudreau is new Assistant City Engineer
Alex Boudreau started Nov. 27 as Venice’s new Assistant City Engineer.
He was a Construction Project Manager with Sarasota County’s Public Works Department for 12 years and had the opportunity to
manage some large and exciting projects, including North Cattlemen Road by the Rowing facilities, and Bee Ridge Road East of Interstate 75. His duties included reviewing plan sets during the design phase, participating in the bidding process, interviewing and se-

lecting construction, engineering and inspection teams, and overseeing construction, including field inspections, budget reviews and
pay application approvals.
“One of my most rewarding projects was building the Legacy Trail bridges over Dona and Roberts Bays,” he said.
He also served as the County’s Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator from 1998-2006, responsible for writing the County’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plans and providing input to the County Commission. From 1994-1998 he was a Senior Civil Engineer for the City of
BOUDREAU

Sarasota, where he oversaw the design and construction of several bicycle lane projects and coordinated project-specific studies with
developers and independent engineering firms.

From 1995-2016, as the owner/manager of Boudreau Properties, he purchased 17 distressed residential properties in his neighborhood to create stable and
affordable workforce housing. He performed major renovations, including plumbing, electrical, metal roofing, HVAC, windows, kitchens, flooring and bathrooms, and managed the daily oversight of 22 housing units.
Boudreau, 53, obtained his bachelor’s degree in Civil/Structural Engineering from the Wentworth Institute of Technology in Boston and his master’s in Civil
Engineering from the University of Connecticut.
“Venice has a great feel, where people extend themselves to make you feel welcome,” Boudreau said. “I hope to build projects and programs that improve
quality of life and make our community a safe and enjoyable place to live. I enjoy people and building teams, working with others to emphasize strengths and
develop weaknesses.”
“Alex comes to the City with a strong background in Capital Project Management and will be an excellent addition to the Engineering Department,” said City
Engineer Kathleen Weeden.
Boudreau has been married to his wife Donna for 24 years. They have three daughters, Bailey, 20; Erin, 18; and Cameron, 16. When he’s not working, he
enjoys home improvement projects and gardening, both of which he says “bring back fond childhood memories.”
Boudreau takes over the post from former Assistant City Engineer James Clinch, who was promoted to Director of Public Works and Asset Management in
late September.
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Public Works gearing up for 1st Road-E-O Jan. 19
The City of Venice Public Works Department will hold its inaugural Road-EO, in which City heavy equipment operators will compete in a skill testing
course, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 19 at the Airport Festival
Grounds. The event will be held in conjunction with the Venice-Nokomis Rota-

ry 26th Annual Fine Arts & Crafts Festival.
The Road-E-O is a family-friendly event for the entire community which will
include children’s activities, equipment demonstrations, interactive booths,
music, bounce houses and food vendors. Stop by and try the “Big Truck Experience” where you can get in a garbage/recycling truck and see what it's like
to operate the arm. During the Road-E-O competition, multiple departments
and heavy equipment drivers will showcase their skills in a challenging obstacle course contest. Winners earn bragging rights for a year, and the possibility

to represent our city at the state or national level.
The City will have some of our most unique equipment on show for the
public to see, sit in, and find out how they support our infrastructure. Venice
Police and Fire Rescue will also be part of the event and showcase the equipment and people that keeps us safe every day.
“We want to have something exciting going on all day,” Public Works Fleet
and Facilities Manager Travis Hout, who is coordinating arrangements for the
City, told the Venice Gondolier-Sun. “All displays take place in an arena with

viewing area and an announcer will explain what is taking place.”
Morning competitions include claw truck, mini excavator and large tire
backhoe, then Police will offer a “halftime show” around noon. Vacuum truck,
firetruck and Solid Waste/front loader competitions are set for the afternoon.
For more information on the Road-E-O, please contact Hout at 941-8827673 or thout@venicegov.com.

January 2019
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
At left, Eric Hill was promoted from Venice Police Lieutenant to Captain during the Dec. 11
City Council meeting,
sworn in by Mayor John
Holic and surrounded by
fellow VPD officers and
staff. At right, Matthew
Carlson’s father Chris
pins on his badge after
Mayor Holic swore him
in as a Venice Firemedic
Dec. 11.

At left, Technical Systems Analyst
Steve Buczak, pictured with IT Director Christophe St. Luce, received
his 5-year Service Award from
Mayor John Holic Dec. 11. At right,
Master Police Officer Paul Joyce of
the VPD Marine Unit and Mayor
Holic accept thank-you gifts during
the Dec. 11 Council meeting from
Ken Lackmann and Greg Vine of the
Suncoast Reef Rovers, the organization that oversees local underwater
cleanups. The blocks hold just a
smattering of the tons of debris the
group has pulled from the waters
over the years.

January 2019
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Downtown Venice cycling and sidewalks
Florida allows cyclists to ride on the sidewalk; however, pedestrians have the right of way and cyclists must yield to pedestrians. Downtown Venice is a
shopping and dining district that is visited by thousands throughout the year. Families come together to enjoy our little slice of paradise.
On Nov. 28, the Venice City Council adopted an ordinance making it unlawful to ride a bicycle on sidewalks along the below downtown street segments. Bicycles must be walked on these sidewalks.






DARLENE CULPEPPER

Venice Avenue from S. Tamiami Trail (Business 41) to Harbor Drive.
Tampa Avenue from S. Tamiami Trail (Business 41) to Harbor Drive.
Miami Avenue from S. Tamiami Trail (Business 41) to Harbor Drive.
Nokomis Avenue from Tampa Avenue to Miami Avenue.
Nassau Street from Tampa Avenue to Miami Avenue.
Being recognized as a Bicycle Friendly Community, we want to make sure everyone enjoys their time safely. Even though the side-

walk may look safer, it could be hazardous by causing unnecessary conflicts between cyclists and pedestrians. There can also be ob-

structions, unpredictable pedestrian movement, and limited visibility increasing the potential for intersection collisions. Bicycles are more invisible to motorists when approaching driveways and crosswalks. Motorists are not expecting to encounter a bicycle and even if they do see them they may still underestimate the speed of the rider.
Cyclists have full rights to use the roadways, and in Florida when riding on the road, a bicycle is considered a vehicle. Just remember when traveling on the
roads to ride in the right-most lane of the direction you are traveling. Florida law states: Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at less than the normal speed of traffic at the time and place and under the existing conditions shall ride in the lane marked for bicycle use or, if no lane is marked for bicycle use,
as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except under any of the following situations:


When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same direction.



When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.



When reasonably necessary to avoid any condition or potential conflict, including, but not limited to, a fixed or moving object, parked or moving vehicle,
bicycle, pedestrian, animal, surface hazard, turn lane, or substandard-width lane, which makes it unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge or
within a bicycle lane.
Continued on page 14
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Sidewalks, from page 13

The downtown streets marked in red above show the segments where bicyclists cannot ride on the sidewalks, as per an
ordinance adopted by the Venice City Council on Nov. 28.

Motorists will need to be a little more patient driving around these streets. Just as a
motorist will yield to a slower moving vehicle, they will need to yield to cyclists and
make sure if passing a cyclist, give them a
minimum of 3 feet of clearance from their
handlebar.
Sidewalk riding can be reduced if the roadways are designed so that cyclists feel safer
and more comfortable on the roadways.
When the Downtown Beautification is complete, Tampa, Venice and Miami Avenues
will have sharrows installed to improve the
awareness of bicycles
being present on the
roadways. The sharrow (pictured at right)
is a shared-lane marking indicating that bicycles and cars must
share the road.
Let’s all safely coexist and share the
roads.
Darlene Culpepper is
the Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator for the
City of Venice. She leads a 6-mile bicycle ride
around the Island of Venice at 10 a.m. the
second Wednesday of every month. The next
ride, open to the public, will be Jan. 9. Just
bring your bike and a helmet to City Hall!
You can email Darlene for more information
at dculpepper@venicegov.com.
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City My Waste app launches new features
City of Venice Solid Waste & Recycling is excited

based version is located on the City Waste and Re-

to announce the new “Service Request” feature on cycling webpage at: www.venicegov.com/
the My Waste App.
This feature will allow City customers to schedule
many Solid Waste services directly from their mobile device or computer. The “Service Request” buttons are
located at the bottom
of the My Waste App
home page and will
allow users to schedule bulk garbage
pickup, bulk yard
waste pickup, roll-off
dumpster pickup and
request new recycling
bins or garbage carts.
The My Waste app
is available as a free
download for your

mobile device (see
screenshots on this
page), and a web-

City Solid Waste and Recycling services, so please
give it a try!

government/public-works/waste-and-recycling.

For additional information, please contact the

This My Waste App “Service Request” feature

City Public Works Department at 941-882-7361.

provides a convenient and easy way to schedule
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New season of Venice walking tours announced
New Grand Homes Walking Tour Begins Thursday, Jan. 10 - Local architectural historian Sebastian Liseo will introduce a new walking tour this month focusing on the grand homes of Venice. The
Venice Museum & Archives (VMA)-sponsored Grand Homes Walking Tour will be available each
Thursday, Jan. 10-April 18. The tour will describe how those who owned and built these homes
were influential in the development of the city as well as their associations with the leading citizens
of the day including Thomas Edison, Fitzhugh Haensel and Franklin Lepelley. Each tour is 90 minutes
beginning at 10:30 a.m. The tour begins and concludes at the gazebo in Centennial Park, 200 W.
Venice Ave.
Venezia Park Walking Tour Begins Tuesday, Jan. 8 - Back by popular demand! The VMAsponsored Venezia Park Walking Tours are each Tuesday, Jan. 8-April 16. Liseo will discuss the
different forms of architecture that make the Mediterranean style so prominent in the City of Venice. Each tour is 90 minutes beginning at 10:30 a.m. The tour starts at and returns to the Venice
Museum & Archives at 351 Nassau St. S.
Registration is required for both tours via email to vmuseum@venicegov.com. Tour fee of $20
cash is payable the day of the tour. A VMA gift shop discount is included with each ticket. Tour
space is limited, so make your plans early. For more information, contact the Venice Museum &
Archives at 941-486-2487 or visit the VMA at 351 Nassau St. on the Cultural Campus in Venice.

Architectural historian Sebastian Liseo leads a walking tour
in Venice last year.

2019 City Calendars are here!
The highly anticipated City of Venice 2019 Calendar is out now!
Get your FREE copy at the Venice City Hall information desk, 401 W. Venice Ave. City Hall is open 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. Calendars are also available at the Centennial Park kiosk, the
Venice Area Chamber of Commerce, and the Venice Museum & Archives.

The calendar includes beautiful pictures taken by local photographers, dates and times of City Council
and Advisory Board meetings, information on the City budget and millage, a listing of major City events,
City directory, facts about Venice, a map of City limits, and other helpful information.
These annual calendars are printed in a limited run, so one copy per person is requested, while supplies last. The City does not mail out the calendar.
For more information, please call City Public Information Officer Lorraine Anderson at 941-882-7401.
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Tips for residents to fertilize less, enjoy Florida more
Summer: June 1 – Sept. 30

Winter: Oct. 1 – May 31

No to N: Fertilizers containing nitrogen and phos-

Watch the Weather: Don’t fertilize before a

phorous are prohibited in the summer.

storm. It won’t help your plants … it’ll go down

Pump Iron: Use products containing iron and micronutrients to stay green in the summer.
Keep Clippings: Only rain down the drain, keep
those grass clippings on the lawn.
Create Compost: Use your clippings and veggie
waste to give your garden a boost.
Floridify your yard: Florida plants require little care,
fertilizer and water. They were made for paradise!
Mow high for less stress: Mowing short stresses
grass and makes it vulnerable to disease, pests and
drought.

the drain.
Grow with Slow: Use at least 50% slow release
Nitrogen. It releases nutrients when the plants
need it so you don’t waste it.
Keep the Water Blue: Keep fertilizer 10 feet away
from lakes, ponds and rivers.
Skip the P: Phosphorous is already naturally
found in our soil, no need to add more.
Keep on the Grass: Spread the fertilizer on the
grass with a deflector shield or edge guard. You
don’t want to help the weeds grow on the sidewalk, do you?

For more information visit: www.venicegov.com

Page 18

Venice City E-News

January 2019

Sign up for CodeRED phone notifications
Hurricane season runs June 1 through Nov. 30 — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and
social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outages, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and
after Hurricane Irma in September 2017, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out.
The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost.
The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road
closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search
bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the following numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.
Things to know about CodeRED
CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY
devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.
Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety
app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted
geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.
If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to
receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.
For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401.
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Blue Santa program helps 60 local families
The Venice Police Department helped 60 local families with gifts and food this holiday
season through the Blue Santa program. Below, for 24 years, dentists Donald Lackey and
Andrew Swenson have accepted toys as payment for local children. VPD was able to pack
two trailers full of toys from their office to donate to kids in need. Blue Santa toy drives
were also held at Made in Italy, below right; and by the Venice Sail and Power Squad, at
right. Thanks to all for your generosity!

January 2019
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Take our Stormwater Survey
The City of Venice Engineering Department is dedicated to providing our residents information about stormwater, water quality, and pollution
reduction. Please fill out our Stormwater Survey. It is a great way for us to see how we can serve you better.

1. I received the Stormwater Brochure in my utility mailing last year.

A. Yes

B. No

C. I don’t remember

2. I have seen the storm drain markers on the drains in the City.
A. Yes

B. No

C. I don’t remember

3. Do you know what illicit discharge is?
A. Yes

B. No

4. Do you know who to call if you see illegal dumping into drains?
A. No

B. Yes (please specify) ____________________________________

5. How do you properly dispose of hazardous waste? (Hazardous waste includes items like batteries, car fluids, paint and
paint thinners, bleach, insecticides, herbicides, pesticides, lighter fluid, pool chemicals and prescription drugs.)
A. I throw it in the trash
C. I dump it somewhere

B. I go to the Sarasota County Chemical Collection Center
D. I flush it down the toilet

6. Does excess fertilizer and pesticides damage local water bodies?
A. Yes

B. No

Continued on page 21
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Take our Stormwater Survey (con’t)
7. Do you know what a rain barrel is?
A. Yes, & I have one

B. Yes, & I know how to use it, but I do not have one

C. Yes, but I don’t know how to use it

D. No

8. Do you think local water bodies are healthy?
A. Yes

B. No

C. I don’t know

9. Do you do any of the following to reduce your impact on local waters?
A. I pick up my trash
B. My car doesn’t leak fluids
C. I pick up my pet’s waste
D. I use pesticides & fertilizers sparingly
E. I have a rain barrel
F. I don’t use pesticides & fertilizers near water bodies
G. I have a rain garden
H. I have a sensor that will not overwater my lawn
I. I properly dispose of hazardous waste
J. I water my lawn between 6 p.m. & 8 a.m. Tuesday or Thursday
K. I wash my car in the grass or at a car wash
L. I keep grass clippings or make compost
M. Other (please specify) ___________________________________________
10. I read the stormwater articles in the City newsletter. (If you do not currently receive the newsletter and you would like
to, please email your request to landerson@venicegov.com)
A. Yes

B. No

Thank you for participating in our Stormwater Survey. This survey can be dropped off at City Hall Information Desk, 401 W. Venice Ave.,
Attn: Kathryn Harring; or emailed to kharring@venicegov.com. For more information, call 941-882-7412. You can also take this survey at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/venice-stormwater.
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Residents’ how-to guide for garbage and bulk pickup
City of Venice residents receive twice-weekly collection of an unlimited
amount of properly prepared household garbage for a monthly fee of $11.07.
Residents are charged for garbage and recycling collection regardless of
usage.
Here is how to prepare garbage for collection:
• Place items curbside by 7 a.m. on the day of collection
• Garbage cans must be 35 gallons or smaller (unless your community is in the
city’s pilot program for automated trash collection)
• Each container or bag must weigh less than 40 pounds
• Recyclables and yard waste may not be mixed with garbage
• Hazardous waste should not be placed with garbage
The following items may be included with the garbage collection. A note
identifying the item as garbage must be securely attached to it:
• Barbecue grill, after propane tank has been removed
• Two‐wheeled bicycles
• Hollow interior doors
• Push lawn mowers with all fluids drained
• VCRs, DVD players and radios
• Televisions and computer monitors under 40 pounds
• Furniture items 2 feet by 4 feet or smaller and 40 pounds or less
These things can also go in the garbage:
• Empty containers, including aerosol cans
• Dry paint can
• Alkaline batteries
Used motor oil and filters may also be discarded. Place oil in see‐through plastic beverage containers with a screw‐on cap and filters in sealed plastic bags.
Limit 5 gallons of oil and 5 oil filters per week. Place containers on curb on regular garbage collection day. Do not place oil or filters in the garbage or in the
recycling bins.
These things may not be included with the regular garbage collection:
• Large appliances
• Furniture
• Construction materials
• Tires (may be taken to the landfill for a fee)

• Fluorescent bulbs
• Hypodermic needles and syringes
• Yard waste
• Printers, scanners and fax machines (may be taken to the hazardous waste
center at Jackson Road or Knights Trail for free)
The City of Venice is not responsible for lost lids or broken garbage cans. Do
not use buckets, boxes or other containers as garbage cans. Any item or unapproved container placed curbside on the day of the collection is at risk of being collected as garbage. Residents who have difficulty getting containers to
the curb due to health-related issues may request handicap collection services
by calling 941-486‐2422.
The five holidays when the landfill is closed and garbage, recycling and yard
waste will not be collected are:
• New Year’s Day, Jan. 1
• Independence Day, July 4
• Labor Day, the first Monday in September
• Thanksgiving Day, the fourth Thursday in November
• Christmas Day, Dec. 25
All items are collected on the next regularly scheduled pickup day.
Bulk collections
Arrangements to collect household items too large to be part of the regular
garbage collection may be made by calling 941-486‐2422 to make an appointment for a special pickup. The charge is $20 per cubic yard for bulk garbage
collection. Place items at the curb or approved location for pickup.
Items included in bulk collections for a fee include: basketball poles, bathtubs and sinks, electronics such as computers and TVs, exercise equipment,
garage doors and openers, items not bagged, bundled or placed in cans, large
glass windows and tabletops, large mirrors, mailboxes on posts, mattresses,
picnic tables, riding lawn mowers, pianos and organs, playground equipment,
sliding glass doors, sheds, vehicle seats, fencing, and TVs over 40 pounds.
Although appliances, such as washers, dryers, refrigerators, freezers and airconditioners, are collected without charge, an appointment must be made
before setting them on the curb. Be sure to remove food and doors from refrigerators and freezers.
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Recycling guidelines for residents
Residents in the City of Venice are provided two
14-gallon red recycling bins for once-weekly collection. One bin is for paper materials and the other is
for commingled materials. Use only containers provided for recycling. The city is not responsible for
lost or broken carts or unapproved containers.
The fee for the recycling service is $10.36 per
month. Included in the fee is the collection of
properly prepared yard waste and two annual collections of bulk yard waste. To request recycling
bins, call 941-486‐2422.

down flat and placed next to or underneath the
bins. The boxes should be cut or folded so they are
4 feet by 2 feet or smaller.
Other items to include with cardboard are boxes
or cartons that contained crackers, cereal, frozen
food, dry food, beer, soda and shoes; and paper
towel and toilet paper rolls. These items can go in
the bin for paper, but must be separate from the
other materials in the bin. This information is available on the What‐Goes‐Where selection of the My‐
Waste App.

Products accepted in the paper bin:
• Catalogs, magazines and newspapers
These items are not collected as recycling in the
• Phone books, paperback books
current program and must be discarded in gar• Mail, including envelopes with windows
bage:
• Writing and office paper
• Ceramic items
• Shredded paper in paper grocery or clear plastic
• Pool and other chemicals containers
• Gift‐wrap and tissue paper
bags.
• Clothes hangers
Products accepted in commingled bin:
• Hard covered books
• Glass bottles and jars, all colors
• Pizza delivery boxes
• Aluminum cans, foil and trays
• Plastic bags
• Steel tin cans with lids
• Plastic toys
• Aerosol cans, empty
• Styrofoam peanuts, cups, plates, egg cartons
• Drink boxes, straws removed
*NOTE: Publix offers bins for recycling plastic
• Milk and juice boxes
bags and Styrofoam.
• Plastic bottles with necks and recycle symbols 1,
5, or 7
SPECIAL ITEMS
• Butter or margarine tubs and plastic deli trays
Used motor oil and filters
• Flower pots
• Place oil in see‐through plastic beverage conNote: Bottle tops should be removed and placed
tainers
with a screw‐on cap and filters in sealed
in the garbage.
plastic bags.
Corrugated cardboard boxes should be broken
• Limit 5 gallons of oil and 5 oil filters per week.

• Place containers on curb on regular garbage
collection day. Do not place oil or filters in the garbage or in the recycling bins.
Needle disposal
Sarasota County offers free collection containers
for the disposal of needles and lancets. These
should never be put in regular garbage collections
or recycling bins. For more information, call the Sarasota County Health Department at 941-861-6133.
Medication
Prescription and non‐prescription medications are
not accepted in garbage and recycling collections.
They may be brought to the Venice Police Station,
1350 Ridgewood Ave. for disposal. Keep them in the
original containers.

At right, examples of recycled
items in the
paper bin, top,
and the
comingled bin,
bottom.
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CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
The annual Christmas Tree Lighting in the Arboretum at West Blalock
Park, presented by Venice Area Beautification Inc., was held Saturday,
Dec. 8. With the help of a bearded friend in a red suit, Mayor John Holic
counted down the main tree lighting, below.

Event-goers then checked out
dozens of other lighted and decorated trees in the park, above,
sponsored by clubs, organizations
and individuals. New this year,
VABI sponsored a Children’s
Christmas Tree, at right. Kids
could either bring their own decorations or were provided one and
assisted by Linda Lewis in hanging
it. The event also included musical
entertainment, crafts and treats.
The lights in the park were turned
on nightly through Dec. 31.
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Water Main Replacement Program, Phase 5 project update
All of the new water mains have been installed to replace old mains located in rear property easements, approximately 9,610 linear feet. The following is the
majority of work scheduled in January for the City of Venice Utilities Water Main Replacement Program, Phase 5:
Testing, flushing, and clearance of new water mains and connections to the existing distribution system. Nokomis Ave S. between Indian Ave. and Sovrano
Rd., Guild Dr. between Golf Dr. and Fairway Dr., S. Tamiami Trail between Golf Dr. and San Marco Dr., and Fairway Dr. between S. Tamiami Trail and Golf Dr.
Relocate service lines and meters on private property, install applicable backflow protection, and connect: Pensacola Rd. between Nassau St. S. and Nokomis Ave. S., Pensacola Rd. and Salerno St. between Harbor Dr. S. and Nassau St. S., Venezia Pkwy., Sorrento St., Serata St. between Sovrano Rd. and San Marco
Dr., and Nokomis Ave. S. between Indian Ave. and Sovrano Rd.
Boil water notices: Some water shutdowns will be necessary to perform the work. As a precautionary measure, boil water advisories are required wh en an
interruption in service causes customers to have low or no water pressure. Advisories are provided via a door hanger to affected properties. Notices are posted
on the City’s website and entered into the CodeRED emergency notification system; more information on the
CodeRED system can be found on page 18 of this newsletter.
History: The City has many areas where the water mains are aged, very tuberculated, undersized, and located
in rear easements of commercial and residential properties. Installing new replacement water mains and relocating associated service lines and meters to the front or side rights-of-way allow City staff proper operation and
maintenance of the distribution system.
Funding: A substantial portion of this phase is jointly funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and
Florida Department of Environmental Protection through the EPA Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Loan Program that is administered by the FDEP. The EPA’s loan programs operate around the country to provide states and
communities the resources to maintain and improve the infrastructure that protects our valuable water resources
nationwide. Phase 5 includes approximately 9,610 LF of new water main, 160 water services and meters to be relo- New water main and valve
cated, 36 valves, and 7 fire hydrants. The new water mains improve overall integrity to the existing system, fire protection in many areas, customer water pressure and water quality. The project limits are roughly bounded by Turin St. W. to San Marco Dr. between Harbor Dr.
S. and Nokomis Ave. S., and Golf and Guild Drives east of S. Tamiami Trail on the Island of Venice.
For information specific to your property, contact Cynthia Fitzpatrick, Utilities Project Coordinator, at 941-882-7290.
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL
On Dec. 13, 23 members of Team KVB (Keep Venice Beautiful) collected 15 truckloads of cuttings along the Venetian Waterway Trail by Country Club Estates.
They were also visited by Claire Suter, daughter of former Venice Mayor Louis
Suter (photo at right; Claire is third from right). The City of Venice is appreciative
of these hard-working volunteers’ efforts! Photos: Team KVB
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Report city issues with just a few clicks
The City of Venice uses SeeClickFix platform, Venice Connect, which allows
citizens to quickly report various issues to city officials like potholes, roadside
junk, code violations, and traffic signal/
sign problems’ to name a few.
SeeClickFix will assign your issue to the
appropriate department. Registered
SeeClickFix users will receive an email when there is an update and can also
come back to check the status of a submitted ticket at any time. It’s as easy as
that! With the free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, citizens are able to
provide city staff with a picture of the area and enter specific descriptions
about the issue which is valuable in getting the job done efficiently. In addition, the SeeClickFix platform provides city officials with a centralized issue
management system to monitor progress of submitted issues from creation to
resolution and also allows us to engage citizens throughout the process.
The City has been using SeeClickFix since 2016 and has processed over nearly 1,500 issues. During the past few years, your issues submitted on
SeeClickFix have helped the city handle exposed wires that needed immediate
attention, roadside junk needing to be picked up, code violations, awareness
of speeders in residential areas’ and having street lights fixed and/or replaced. You are our eyes and ears and we value your assistance with maintaining the safety and beauty of Venice.
Did you know?
When a ticket is submitted to SeeClickFix, it captures the location you are
in at the time of submission. As a result, please make sure that you are
providing the specific location of the issue being reported by either submitting
the issue at that exact location OR by entering the location address in the description of issue.
You can attach a photo when submitting your issue. Photos are incredibly
helpful to us here at the city. It allows us to quickly identify the problem area
being reported and ensure that work crews are safely being sent to the right
location.
The City works closely with the Sarasota County Contact Center, Florida
Power & Light (FPL) and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT).

Many times the city receives issues that fall under the jurisdiction of one of
these agencies. We can forward the issue submitted to us directly to Sarasota
County using the SeeClickFix app OR we personally reach out to FDOT and/or
FPL with matters that fall under their jurisdiction. Having effective communication with these agencies is key in making sure we continue to maintain the
safety of our citizens and guests here in the City of Venice. In addition, we
continue to monitor and do follow ups with our counterparts to ensure these
issues are handled in a timely manner.
Important side note information
We do our best here at the city to ensure we handle all tickets promptly;
however, there are times that we may need sufficient time to complete certain requests. In addition, we do receive tickets that are “recommendations”
rather than something that needs to be fixed. Although we do value your recommendations, we are unable to keep the ticket open but have noted them
and have forwarded them to the appropriate department for their review.
City Hall is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, and we can be
reached at 941-486-2626.
If you have questions or need further assistance with the SeeClickFix website, please contact Shirley Gibson at 941-882-7439 or by email at
sgibson@venicegov.com
Law enforcement issues are considered an emergency nature and need to
be reported directly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. The nonemergency number is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be
reported at 941-486-2770. Animal concerns such as raccoons or coyotes
should NOT be entered into SeeClickFix. For more information on these issues, call the Wildlife Center of Venice at 941-484-9657 or Sarasota County
Sheriff’s Animal Services at 941-861-9500.
Sign me up!
SeeClickFix is available as an app for Android or iPhone. Select SeeClickFix
from your app store on your device. There is also a link to the program at the
top of the homepage on the city’s website, www.venicegov.com (above the
search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice
— Provided by Shirley Gibson
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Public Works float recognized in Holiday Parade
The City of Venice Public
Works Department float
received a Notable Mention in the Nov. 24 Holiday Parade. The entry
included a decorated
truck and flatbed trailer
carrying a mini excavator,
along with a Polaris ATV
and 2 zero-turn mowers
driven by staff.

Additionally, Solid Waste Equipment Operator Emmanuel Everett
provided Christmas vocals aboard
the float. Congrats to Public Works
and all the other winners!
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Wings of Freedom Tour returns to Airport Jan. 31
Participating in the annual Collings Foundation’s Wings of Freedom
Tour, a B-17 Flying Fortress “Nine O Nine," B-24 Liberator “Witchcraft”
bomber and P-51 Mustang "Toulouse Nuts" fighter will again fly into the
Venice Municipal Airport for a visit from Jan. 31-Feb. 3. This is a rare opportunity to visit, explore, and learn more about these unique and rare
treasures of aviation history.
The B-17 is one of only 9 in flying condition in the United States. The B24J Liberator is the sole remaining example of its type flying in the World.
The P-51 "Toulouse Nuts" fighter recently received the prestigious Grand
Champion Award for restoration.
Visitors are invited to explore the aircraft inside and out. Cost of $15 for
adults and $5 for children under 12 is requested for access to up-close
viewing and tours through the inside of the aircraft. Discounted rates for

school groups. Visitors may also experience the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to actually take a 30-minute flight aboard these rare aircraft. Flights on either
the B-17 or B-24 are available for $450 per person. Get some “stick time” in the world’s greatest fighter! P-51 flight training is $2,200 for a half hour and
$3,200 for a full hour. B-25 flights are $400 per person. For reservations and information on flight experiences, call 800-568-8924.
The Wings of Freedom Tour will arrive at the Venice Airport at 2 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 31 and will be on display until the aircraft departs after 4:30 p.m.
operations Sunday, Feb. 3. Hours of ground tours and display are: 2-4:30 p.m. Jan. 31, and 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Feb. 1-3. The 30-minute flight experiences are normally scheduled before and after the ground tour times above.
The Collings Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational foundation devoted to organizing “living history” events that allow people to learn more about
their heritage and history through direct participation. The Nationwide Wings of Freedom Tour is celebrating its 30th year and visits an average of 110 cities in

over 35 states annually. Visitors can find out more by visiting www.collingsfoundation.org.

JANUARY IS MOVE OVER MONTH: Florida law requires you to Move Over a lane — when you can safely do so — for stopped law enforcement, emergency, sanitation, utility service vehicles and tow trucks or wreckers. If you can’t move over — or when on a two-lane road — slow to a speed that is 20
mph less than the posted speed limit. Slow down to 5 mph when the posted speed limit is 20 mph or less. When you fail to Move Over, you put yourself
and others at risk; you could crash into a vehicle or worker. Violating the Move Over law will result in a fine, fees, and points on your driving record.
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AROUND TOWN

The Venice Museum & Archives held its annual Open
House at the Triangle Inn
Dec. 8, the same night as
the Christmas Tree Lighting
across the street in West
Blalock Park. At left are Historical Resources Manager
Harry Klinkhamer with Curator Jon Watson.

Venice Firefighter/EMTs Viktor Kruzhinsky and Matt Carlson
deliver items to the Salvation Army for children in need during
the holidays. The Venice Firefighters Benevolent Fund provided clothing and toys for eight of their Christmas Angels. The
packages pictured were a small portion of what was provided.
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AROUND TOWN

Participants in the City’s monthly 6-mile bicycle ride around
Venice island on Dec. 12 wave
from Humphris Park at the
South Jetty. The next ride, led by
City Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator Darlene Culpepper, is set
for Wednesday, Jan. 9. Just bring
your bike and a helmet to City
Hall. Photo: Darlene Culpepper

Members of the Venice Area Garden Club decorated the City Hall
Christmas tree Dec. 6 with handmade ornaments, along with assistance from Dwayne Evans and Daryl McKee in Public Works,
pictured at right and above. Thank you so much ladies!

January 2019

Page 33

Venice City E-News

AROUND TOWN

On Dec. 21, high winds tore apart a carport in Country Club Estates. The carport flew 2 blocks, damaging several other homes. Venice Public Works staff
secured the debris with a vehicle until the winds subsided the next morning
and it was safe to remove. Those same high winds caused the temporary
closure of the Venice Fishing Pier due to unsafe conditions, above right.

Renovations continue at the future
Dale Laning and Julia Cousins Laning
Archives & Research Center, located at
224 Milan Ave. W. , across the street
from the Venice Museum & Archives.
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AROUND TOWN
Thanks to great
detective work by
kindergarten and
first-grade students at Venice
Elementary, the

school’s “candy
cane thief” — aka
The Grinch — was
caught and
placed into custody by SRO Bill
Long Dec. 21.
Photos: VES

Venice Middle School string musicians played outside City Hall Dec. 10 during a Sarasota
County School Board meeting being held in Council chambers. Everyone enjoyed the
students’ musical talents.

City Public Works Director James Clinch helps
his son Eli with a craft
project at the grand
opening of the new
Venice Public Library on
Dec. 15.
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Thank you to the Sarasota
The City’s Building
Department won an
in-house holiday door
decorating contest
last month that saw
17 entrants. Building’s design featured
Building Official Greg
Schneider as Santa,
staff as elves and an
actual pair of boots!

County Sheriff's Office for presenting Sgt. Eugene Frangioni
(pictured here with VPD Chief
Tom Mattmuller and SCSO
Sheriff Tom Knight) with a
certificate of recognition Nov.

30. The certificate was awarded due to Sgt. Frangioni's
quick actions during a call in
reference to an unconscious
person locked inside a vehicle.
He worked alongside two Sarasota County deputies to restore the victim’s pulse. Great
job to everyone involved.

While on patrol
Dec. 21, VPD
Officer Nicole
Ostroski ran
into the big
man himself.
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Venice Theatre
140 Tampa Ave. W.
941-488-1115
www.venicestage.com
“See Rock City”
Jan. 4-20

“Always … Patsy Cline”
Jan. 11-Feb. 3
“Almost, Maine”
Jan. 13-14 & 19
“America’s Diamond Live with Jay White”
Jan. 13-14
“Herman’s Hermits Starring Peter Noone”
Jan. 20-21

“Rocket Man”
Jan. 27-28
“Assisted Living: The Musical”
Feb. 1-March 10
“The Sounds of Harry James & the Andrews Sisters”
Feb. 4

Venice Art Center

January 2019

Venice Performing Arts Center

390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136
www.veniceartcenter.com

1 Indian Ave.
941-480-3191
www.veniceperformingartscenter.com

“Black, White, and One Color”

“Strauss, Schumann and Mendelssohn”
Venice Symphony
Jan. 11-12

Dec. 21-Jan. 18
“Artrageous”
Jan. 21-24
“Annual Art Auction”
Jan. 30-Feb. 9
“Fine Arts Show and Sale”
Feb. 16-17
“Spring Members Show”
March 1-29

“Artrageous”
Jan. 18
“Decades Rewind”
Jan. 19
“From Stage and Scene”
Venice Concert Band
Jan. 21
“Filharmonic”
Jan. 26
“Rhapsody in Blue”
Venice Symphony
Feb. 1
“Terry Myers Orchestra Benny Goodman Tribute”
Feb. 3
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Next ride is Jan. 9!
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

The Venice Aviation Society’s Jan. 12 speaker is Dr. Tony Rizzo, dual-trained as a general surgeon and aerospace medicine
physician. During his career, among other prestigious assignments, he served as an Air Force flight surgeon, space shuttle
flight surgeon and director of the National Center for Medical
Intelligence. He is a professor of anatomy and physiology at
Polk State College. Dr. Rizzo guest lectures in the Polk State
College Aerospace Program. His topic is “The Aging Pilot,” but
his presentation applies to everyone: Why your body ages,
what you do to contribute to that aging process, and what you
can do to mitigate the inevitable.
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NEW AIRPORT SIGN

WATERING RULES
City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns
one day per week:
Even addresses on Tuesdays
Odd addresses on Thursdays
Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.
Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.
New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irrigation can occur any time of day on the day of installation,
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up
to 60 days.
There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure washing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encouraged.

Watch city meetings
To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.
In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button,
find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on
Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking
on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress” to stream live.
They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19
(Comcast Channel 19; Frontier Channel 32).

The new Venice
Airport welcome
sign, at left, is
contrasted with
previous signs
throughout the
years, below.
Photos:
Jim Eppley

