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Acosta named Employee of the Year 

Continued on page 2 

 

 Venice Police Service Aide 

Wilberto "Willie" Acosta was 

named the 2018 Employee of 

the Year during the Feb. 12 

City Council meeting.    

 Acosta has been with the 

City since November 2017. He 

was recently a recipient of the 

VPD Life Saving Award for his 

successful life-saving efforts 

during calls in January 2018 

and March 2018. During both 

calls, Acosta was able to pro-

vide life-saving measures to 

restore a heartbeat in both 

citizens.           

 “Each year, employees of 

the City have the opportunity to pick an employee that they think represents the highest ideals of public performance,” 

City Manager Ed Lavallee said in his presentation to Acosta Feb. 12. “Your dedication to the highest ideals of service to 

the public, your collaboration, leadership and support for your fellow employees, and your overall contribution to the 

City’s PRIDE (Productive/Responsible/Innovative/Dedicated/Ethical) program have distinguished you among competing 

PSA Wilberto “Willie” Acosta, pictured with his wife Erna, accepts the City of Venice 2018 Em-
ployee of the Year Award from City Manager Ed Lavallee during the Feb. 12 City Council meet-
ing. Venice Police Chief Tom Mattmuller and Capt. Eric Hill look on at right. 
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Employee, from page 1 

nominees in this 7th year of the Employee of the Year Program.”       

 Acosta received his name on a plaque of award winners and an inscribed 

clock from Lavallee. Nominees for the City Employee of the Year are chosen 

by their peers and reviewed by past winners of the honor.          

 On Jan. 29, 2018, shortly before 4 p.m., Acosta and another Police Service 

Aide, Jose Luna, were on parking enforcement patrol. As they entered Lake 

Venice Golf Club off Harbor Drive, the PSAs observed a man standing be-

tween two parked cars who suddenly collapsed, striking his head on the 

pavement. With their extensive first responder history, both PSAs recognized 

that the man was experiencing sudden cardiac arrest.                         

 Acosta, who worked medical rescues for 28 years in New York City, and  

Luna responded to the man and ini-

tial evaluation found no vital signs. 

The PSAs immediately started first aid 

and CPR. Soon after, Acosta and Luna deployed their automated external de-

fibrillator (AED) which administered a shock. Between the lifesaving efforts, 

Luna was able to radio out a need for assistance call. Between the AED shock 

and CPR first aid, the PSAs were able to successfully bring the man back to life 

with their efforts.                                

 “I want to thank my wife for standing by me and all the encouragement all 

these years, and the Venice Police Department for your support,” Acosta said 

in accepting the award in Council chambers. “You guys really did a phenome-

nal job helping me out throughout the year.”                 

 The PSA also thanked past recipients for selecting him, saying he would 

have big shoes to fill. “I really appreciate it,” he said. 

Above, VPD PSA Willie Acosta — with his wife Erna and Police 
Chief Tom Mattmuller — shows off the inscribed clock he received 
as the 2018 City Employee of the Year. At right, Acosta on patrol in 
May 2018. 
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Am I allowed to ride on the sidewalk? 
 Florida law states: “When riding on sidewalks or 
in crosswalks, a bicyclist has the same rights and 
duties as a pedestrian. A bicyclist riding on side-
walks or in crosswalks must yield the right-of-way 

to pedestrians and must 
give an audible signal be-
fore passing.” 
 So yes — it is perfectly 
legal to ride a bicycle on 
the sidewalk, but you 
must act as a pedestrian, 
yield to pedestrians and 
give audible warnings  
BEFORE passing. 
 Cyclists may feel safe 
on sidewalks but pedes-

trians feel endangered. Imagine riding on the street 
in a bike lane. You have 3 to 5 feet of clearance be-
tween you and passing vehicles. Say one of those 
cars, traveling around 30 mph, comes within inches 
of you — how would you react? You may only be 
traveling between 8-10 mph, but when you pass a 
walking pedestrian around those speeds or higher, 
it can feel very scary.  
 Riding on the sidewalk does not remove the 
threat of crashing into a car. You are more invisible 
to motorists when riding on the sidewalk and cars 
are not expecting to see you at crosswalks or drive-
ways. They also cannot judge the speed you are 
traveling. Here are some standards you should be 
following if you decide to ride on the sidewalk: 
1. Go slow. 
2. Yield to pedestrians. 

3. Check every cross street and driveway. 
4. Only cross the street at crosswalks. 
5. Be willing to walk your bike. 
 We are lucky to have some dedicated multi-use 
paths in our town, The Legacy Trail, Venetian Wa-
terway Park and recently installed Edmondson Mul-
ti-Use Trail. These trails are slightly different than 
sidewalks. A sidewalk is a pedestrian facility. The 
multi-use paths are designed for recreation, there-
fore used by cyclists, skaters, walkers, runners and 
even wheelchairs. There are no specific rules, but 
common courtesy should be applied: 
1. Respect the trail and other trail users, obey the 
speed limit. 
2. Yield to slower users and announce before pass-
ing. 
3. Keep right and pass on the left. 
4. Be predictable and travel in a straight line. 
5. Do not block the trail. 
6. Yield at road crossings and intersections. 
7. Use lights at night. 
8. Do not litter. 
 Even though Florida law states we can ride a bike 
on the sidewalk, you should always check with your 
local municipal government on their ordinances. On 
Nov. 28, 2018, the Venice City Council adopted an 
ordinance making it unlawful to ride a bicycle on 
sidewalks along the below downtown street seg-
ments. Bicycles must be walked on these sidewalks: 

 Venice Avenue from S. Tamiami Trail (Business 
41) to Harbor Drive 

 Tampa Avenue from S. Tamiami Trail (Business 
41) to Harbor Drive 

 Miami Avenue from S. Tamiami Trail (Business 
41) to Harbor Drive 

 Nokomis Avenue from Tampa Avenue to Miami 
Avenue  

 Nassau Street from Tampa Avenue to Miami 
Avenue. 

 See map on page 6.               
 I understand not everyone may not feel safe 
when riding on the streets, so if you choose to ride 
on the sidewalk, just remember you do not have 
the right of way — pedestrians do. Yield to pedes-
trians and be courteous and give plenty of warning 
before passing them and provide plenty of room 
when passing them.  
 Let’s be kind to one another.         
 Darlene Culpepper is the Bicycle Pedestrian Coor-
dinator for the City of Venice. She leads a 6-mile 
bicycle ride around the Island of Venice at 10 a.m. 
the second Wednesday of every month. The next 
ride will be March 13. Just bring your bike and a 
helmet to City Hall! You can email Darlene for more 
information at dculpepper@venicegov.com.  

DARLENE CULPEPPER 
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On Nov. 28, 2018, 

the Venice City 

Council adopted 

an ordinance 

making it unlaw-

ful to ride a bicy-

cle on sidewalks 

along the down-

town street seg-

ments shown at 

right in red. Bicy-

cles must be 

walked on these 

sidewalks, along 

with skateboards 

and scooters. 

Rollerskating is 

also prohibited. 
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Sunrise Rotary names Firefighter, Officer of the Year 
The Venice Sunrise Rotary Club held a Hometown Heroes 

Banquet Feb. 17 at the Venetian River Club to recognize the 

organization’s Firefighter and Police Officer of the Year — 

Venice Firemedic Phil Castellano and VPD Officer Bill Kuchar, 

pictured below. Congrats! 

Also attending the Feb. 17 event were, 

from top left, VPD Officer and bag-

piper Seth Kenny; Detective Oscar 

Guniart, Police Chief Tom Mattmuller 

and Administrative Services Com-

mander Charlie Thorpe; and City Man-

ager Ed Lavallee with his wife Sharon. 

Photos: Fran Valencic 
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 A celebration of the rezoning of Pinebrook Park as a conservation area in 

perpetuity will be held near the park entrance, 1251 Pinebrook Park, Venice, 

at 9 a.m. Thursday, April 4, to be followed by a guided walk. The walk, for resi-

dents and visitors to witness firsthand nature, flora and fauna exhibited in 

Pinebrook Park, will be done on groomed trails and will be approximately 1.5 

miles. The Friends of Pinebrook Park and other representatives with expertise 

in the field of fitness, nature, plants and trees will be on hand to talk and lead 

groups through the trails.                            

 In November 2018, Venice City leaders took important steps to ensure 

Pinebrook Park was preserved as a natural habitat for the citizens of Venice to 

enjoy today and into the future. In keeping with the Parks Master Plan involv-

ing the Pinebrook neighborhood, the City opted to preserve the Pinebrook 

Park portion and rezoned it to “Open Use Conservation,” prohibiting future 

development and preserving the natural area. This expansion provides a natu-

ral habitat corridor connecting Curry Creek and Pinebrook Park, providing 

ready access for environmental and cultural resource stewardship and habitat manage-

ment. Pinebrook Park is owned by the City of Venice and is maintained by a cooperative 

effort between the City and Sarasota County. The Friends of Pinebrook Park, a neighbor-

hood association, has adopted the 77-acre-plus park and its members are handling many 

routine activities such as park cleanup and the trimming and removal of brush and trees. 

 The original trail was opened in October 1980. A coordinated effort with the Boy Scouts 

of America Troop 77, Sertoma Club, City of Venice Public Works Department, and Sara-

sota County Parks and Recreation Department resulted in design and construction of a 

fitness trail to be enjoyed by all ages and all levels of activity. Benches are placed along 

the well-groomed, 1.5-mile walking path for all to enjoy. The trails are populated with live 

oaks, maple trees and various palm tree species. Walkers may also encounter a variety of 

wildlife such as gopher tortoise, bobcats, coyotes, rattlesnakes and an amazing assort-

ment of birds including pileated woodpeckers, Carolina wrens, bald eagles and barred 

owls.                                     

City to celebrate with walk in Pinebrook Park 

Top, walkers enjoy the Pinebrook Park paths; above, one of 20 fitness 
stations along the trails. 

Continued on page 9 
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Pinebrook Park, from page 8 

 The trail was renovated with the Fit Trail sys-
tem in the spring of 1991 by  Sarasota County 
Parks and Recreation. This 20-station system 
offers a combination of physical and stretching 
exercises, and several of the fitness stations 
border Curry Creek. The stations include knee 
lift, body raise, sit-ups, side bends and many 
opportunities to check one’s heartbeat, learn 
fitness facts and release tension.        
 The area formerly housing lime from water 
treatment activity has been mitigated and re-
turned to its natural state, providing many op-
portunities for future walking paths, observa-
tion benches and butterfly gardens.     
 In the past couple of weeks or so, a lot of 
work has been done at the exercise stations in 
Pinebrook Park. Volunteer Fred Bosse, who 
does most of the park’s tree and brush mainte-
nance and trimming, reported that it was the 
work of Eagle Scouts.            
 One of the Scouts, Nicholas Tine, had been 
coming to Pinebrook Park since he was a little 
boy, as his family lives in Pinebrook South. He 
said he loved Pinebrook Park and wanted to 
lead the project for his Eagle Scouts Troop 
1001. Scouts have been cleaning all the exer-
cise station signs, painting wayfinding signs 
white, and making repairs as needed on the 
exercise equipment. They completely rebuilt 
the station that had been wiped out in 2017 by 
Hurricane Irma. It was a total family project 
with parents and Eagle Scouts all working to-
gether.                    
 — Provided by Barbara Viaene  
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First responders in the spotlight for Public Safety Day 

 The City of Venice will present its second annual   
Public Safety Day event from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
March 2 at the Venice Community Center, inside and 
outside at 326 Nokomis Ave. S.                        
 Fun for the whole family, the free event will include:  
 * Fire, Police, Forestry, Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission, Florida Power & Light and other 
first responder vehicles that children can sit in and learn 
about                                    
 * Demonstrations every half-hour: 10:30 a.m.- ladder 
truck aerial; 11:30 a.m.- Sarasota County Sheriff's 
search & rescue; 12:30-Bayflite helicopter; 1:30 p.m.-
Venice Police K-9 (all demos are subject to change)   
 * Photo ID cards for kids                      
 * Hands-on activities                         
 * Free hot dogs, popcorn and cotton candy         
 * 2 bounce houses                           
 * Balloons                                 
 * Giveaways                           
 Bring your kids and grandkids!                
 For more information, call City Public Information     
Officer Lorraine Anderson at 941-882-7401.  



 

 Hurricane season runs June 1 through Nov. 30 — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?     

 The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and 

social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outag-

es, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and 

after Hurricane Irma in September 2017, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out.                                                                                                                                       

 The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warn-

ing has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost.               

 The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road 

closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifica-

tions. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search 

bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the fol-

lowing numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.    

  Things to know about CodeRED                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY 

devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.         

 Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety 

app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted 

geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.                                                                                                                                                                                                

 If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to 

receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including 

Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.                                                                                                                       

 For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401. 

Sign up for CodeRED phone notifications 
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https://public.coderedweb.com/cne/en-US/5E3BAFCA9779
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/home/showdocument?id=6933
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ecnetwork.crma&feature=search_result#?t=W251bGwsMSwxLDEsImNvbS5lY25ldHdvcmsuY3JtYSJd
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/codered-mobile-alert/id468404991?ls=1&mt=8
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 In January of this year, the City of Venice began work on revising its tree protection ordinances. As we progress with the development of these regulations, 
we will be looking forward to hearing from the citizens of Venice. Currently, Sarasota County has jurisdiction over the trees within the City. With the imple-
mentation of the new ordinances, Venice will take responsibility for tree protections, tree removal permits and requirements for tree replacements and miti-
gations for developing sites, both large and small, within the city limits.  

Why do we save and plant trees? 
 The many environmental benefits of a healthy urban forest are 
well-documented. The cooling effects, increased property values, 
wind buffering, air cleaning and carbon sequestration abilities of 
trees have been researched and written about at length. But did 
you know that trees have a substantial impact on stormwater run-
off? Tree canopies intercept rainfall reducing the amount of storm 
water runoff that reaches our waterways and the Gulf. Instead, the 
intercepted rainfall is better able to slowly penetrate the soil reduc-
ing nutrient rich surface water runoff. This allows water and nutri-
ents to be utilized by trees and other plants. Surplus water then 
percolates through the soil down to replenish the ground water 
supply.  Trees also transpire large amounts of clean water back into 

the atmosphere through photosynthesis.                           
 A properly managed urban forest is our first line of defense for improved water quality and water conservation. The new tree ordinances will be designed 
to deliver all these benefits and more by protecting the present and future urban forest for our “City on the Gulf.”                       
 You can contact City Arborist Jim Yelverton at jyelverton@venicegov.com or 941-882-7433.   

JIM YELVERTON 
CITY ARBORIST 

City tree protection regulations 

Some of the trees in Dr. Fred Albee Park, 245 St. Augustine Ave. 

Venice named 12th Safest City in Florida 
 The City of Venice has been ranked the 12th Safest City in Florida by the National Council for Home Safety and Securi-

ty. The organization’s methodology includes a review of the most recent FBI Uniform Crime Report statistics.    

 Venice’s listing shows 28 violent crimes and 305 property crimes, with a violent crime rate per 1,000 population of 

1.230 and a property crime rate per 1,000 of 13.400.                                   

 View the full report by going to: www.alarms.org/safest-cities-in-florida/. 

https://www.alarms.org/safest-cities-in-florida/?fbclid=IwAR1c1qnUIRgBwbEjD9uPSqyJPCd4ZRMea-5t-VAuJMPd9QFo4VKPVaXrsag
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Downtown Project Update: Tampa set to be paved 
 Final paving in the Downtown Venice Beautification Project is set to 

begin the week of March 4. Please expect road closures for this work. 

The contractor plans to open Tampa Avenue for the March 2-3 weekend 

events, including the March Art Classic on W. Venice Avenue. There will be 

access to  Centennial Park. Motorists are advised to drive slowly!  

 Other available parking areas include behind Venice Theatre, under the 

KMI Bridge across from the Hamilton Building, City Hall, the Lord-Higel 

House lot, Hecksher Park, Our Mother's House at 405 Manatee Court, 

and the lot and street parking on Miami Avenue.             

 After being temporarily open for the weekend, Tampa Avenue will 

close the morning of March 4 for crews to pave from U.S. 41 Business to 

Harbor Drive. The contractor will also pave Nassau Street from Tampa 

Avenue to W. Venice Avenue. Once Tampa Avenue is completed, crews 

will open the road, and move to westbound W. Venice Avenue. Once 

westbound W. Venice Avenue is reopened, the contractor will move to Miami 

Avenue for final paving. The contractor will not be paving the Nokomis Avenue 

intersections with W. Venice Avenue and Miami Avenue until the next phase of 

the project.                                  

 Motorists should expect each road fully closed for approximately 2 days for 

paving.                                     

 Throughout the project:                            

 * The City is coordinating with Sarasota County on signal timing to assist with 

traffic flow.                                     

 * Crews will be placing sod, signage and benches throughout the project the 

week of March 4.                                

 * Crews continue landscaping in the W. Venice Avenue median. Motorists 

should expect lane closures on W. Venice Avenue during the daytime.      

 For additional project information, please contact Jennifer Dorning, Project 

PIO, at 239-338-7723 or jennifer.dorning@atkinsglobal.com. 
At top, work on Tampa Avenue Feb. 27; below, new palms and smaller plantings  

in the West Venice Avenue median. 

mailto:jennifer.dorning@atkinsglobal.com
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IN TRAINING 

The Venice Fire Department C Shift conducted live fire training 
in mid-February. Participants included, clockwise from far 
right, Lt. Tyler Eaton, Firefighter/EMTs Justin Cammarata and 
Brett Wasserman, Firefighter/EMT Sean Conner, and Lt. Matt 
Tomer.     
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Next Fla. Friendly Landscaping program set for March 4  
 The City of Venice is hosting another Florida Friendly Landscap-

ing Program from 6-7:30 p.m. Monday, March 4 in Council Cham-

bers at City Hall, 401 W. Venice Ave. Join Dr. Pat Williams and Wil-

ma Holley from UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County to learn the 

principles behind a great Florida landscape.            

 Williams has been in horticulture for over 44 years. He holds a 

doctorate from Texas A&M University in horticulture and has held 

various positions in his career from teaching adults with develop-

mental disabilities, designing, installing and maintaining land-

scapes, construction, being a horticultural therapist in New York 

City, working for the USDA in Washington state, teaching in a Texas 

prison and a Tennessee high school, and was a college professor 

for 14 years in Kentucky. He started his Extension faculty position 

with the University of Florida/Institute of Food and Agricultural 

Sciences in April 2017 as the Sarasota County Residential Horticul-

ture Agent.                            

 Holley has taught and lived the core "Nine Principles" of Florida-

Friendly Landscaping for more than a decade. Particularly attuned 

to the "Attract Wildlife" principle, she also leads education sessions 

on snakes, butterflies, and other backyard wildlife as well as irriga-

tion and water conservation. Holley's teaching roots run back to 

her days developing environmental education programs for ele-

mentary students, and she traces her passion for outdoor activities 

and environmental conservation to her childhood on a New York 

dairy farm.                             

 The presentation at City Hall is free and open to the public. Infor-

mational handouts will be provided, and there will be time for 

questions from the audience.                 

 This program is part of City Council’s directive for the City to de-

velop an educational program for citizens on fertilizer usage, 

effects, and reduction methods.  
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Understanding stormwater and the environment 

Continued on page 17 
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Understanding stormwater and the environment (con’t) 

1/4 cup of Dawn dishwashing liquid          
1 cup of Epsom salts                 
1 gallon of white distilled vinegar 

Mix together, then pour into a pump sprayer for 
application. For best results, apply during the   
sunniest time of the day and not within 2 hours     
of rainfall.                             
                           
Note: Old-fashioned weed pulling is still the most 
environmentally friendly method! 

Recipe for homemade weed killer 
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Fire Dept. collecting supplies for Hurricane Michael victims 
 Venice firefighters are collecting supplies for those who were impacted by 
Hurricane Michael last year. The firefighters are working with the United Ca-
jun Navy to assist those still in need in Cottondale, Fla., and surrounding com-
munities. There are still a reported 1,100 people without power. VFD’s goal is 
to continue to support those in need and assist them during these difficult 
times.                                   
 Supplies can be dropped off at Fire Station 2, 200 N. Grove St., Venice; or 
Fire Station 3, 5300 E. Laurel Rd., Venice.    

Items needed are:                 

 Nonperishables, canned and boxed foods 

 Drinks of all kinds 

 Snacks, pudding, protein bars, jerky, etc. 

 Contractor trash bags 

 Large trash bags 

 Paper towels 

 Toilet paper 

 Mold killer 

 Lysol, disinfectants, brooms, buckets, mops  

 Laundry soap, dish soap  

 Brushes, razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant 

 Dry shampoo, regular shampoo and conditioner 

 Walkers, canes 

 Elderly supplies, Depends 

 Advil, Band-Aids, adult cold medicine 

 Air mattresses, new pillows, blankets  

 Donated clothing has to be new (it can be without tags), for kids and sen-
iors all ages and sizes  

 Building supplies, generators, grills, tools, batteries, solar lights, flash-
lights, bug spray 

 Baby diapers, wipes, children’s cold medicine 

 Candles 

 Gift cards for big box stores like Walmart, or prepaid Visa cards 

 Any monetary donations should be in check form, made out to “Venice 
Firefighters Benevolent Fund.” In the memo line, please write “For Hurri-
cane Michael Relief.”  

 If anyone would like to donate a card and put in a few words for a family in 
need — let them know that you’re thinking of them and give them a little in-
spiration —  they would love this too!  
 The United Cajun Navy Inc. is a regis-
tered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Therefore, 100% of your donation is  
tax-deductible. Please use the EIN 
number 82-5013897 to claim your tax 
donation. The United Cajun Navy is 
also looking for volunteers to travel to 
the area and assist with the moving of 
debris. Those interested in doing so 
may contact Venice Fire Chief Shawn 
Carvey via email at scarvey@venicegov.com 

mailto:scarvey@venicegov.com


Like and Follow us on Facebook:                                                        
Venice, Florida Municipal Government 

Like what you see? Please rate us 5 
stars and leave us a review! 
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Mayor John Holic reads a proclamation naming the week of Feb.17-23, 2019, "Engineers Week," presented to Tom Green with CDM Smith, Downtown Venice Beautification 

Project Engineer, and City Engineer Kathleen Weeden during the Feb. 12 City Council meeting. Also pictured are Chris Sharek, former City Utilities Director, Utilities Capital 

Improvement Program Manager John Banks, Public Works Director James Clinch, Assistant City Engineer Alex Boudreau, Planning/GIS Technician Kelsey Mahoney, Assis-

tant Utilities Director John Monville, Utilities Director Javier Vargas and Assistant City Manager Len Bramble.  
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Five new Venice Police Officers were sworn in by Mayor John Holic on Feb. 26. Below, from left, 

Officers James Atwell, Steven Short, Ryan Gagliano, Nicholas Hertel and Victor Montanez.  
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FDOT to hold public information 

meeting on Bypass widening project 

 The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will hold a pre-

construction public information meeting at the Venice Community 

Center, 326 Nokomis Ave. S., on Tuesday, March 19. Representatives 

will be available from 5-7 p.m. to answer any questions about the 

U.S. 41 (Venice Bypass) Widening Project from Center Road to Gulf 

Coast Boulevard.                           

 The meeting is being held to give interested parties the opportuni-

ty to talk one-on-one with staff and ask questions about improve-

ments coming to the Bypass on this stretch. The 1.5-mile project will 

widen the Bypass from a four-lane to a six-lane roadway through this 

part of Sarasota County, tie into the recently completed Venice By-

pass project to the north, and greatly improve the traffic flow and 

safety throughout this heavily traveled corridor. Other improve-

ments include replacement of traffic signals, installing new pave-

ment markings and signage, installing concrete curb, sidewalks and 

traffic separator, drainage and stormwater improvements, and 

lighting. This project is expected to be completed in spring 2021.  

 If you have questions or would like to have more info about this 

project, please contact the Public Information Line at 941-216-2010 

or email info@venicebypass.com. At right is the project fact sheet. 
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL 

On Feb. 7, 25 members of Team Keep Venice Beautiful, along with 

a half-dozen workers from Sarasota County, collected 27 truckloads 

of cuttings from the trail behind the lake at Maxine Barritt Park. 

Team KVB reported there were over 200 walkers and bikers on the 

trail as they worked. The City of Venice is appreciative of these  

volunteers’ efforts!  Photos: Team KVB 

More photos, page 23 
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL 

At right are before and after photos of Team KVB’s Feb. 14 efforts at Harbor 
Drive and Service Club Park, where 24 members removed 28 truckloads of 
cuttings. Below, 26 members worked on the planting beds between Golf Drive 
and the Venetian Waterway Park trail Feb. 21. Sarasota County delivered mulch 
to several locations for the volunteers. KVBers transplanted bromeliads 
throughout, edged and weeded the beds, removed invasives, and trimmed ex-
isting shrubs before the mulch was placed. They also removed giant spiky aga-
ves that were becoming a safety issue along the trail. Photos: Team KVB 
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Venetian Parkway water and sanitary sewer relocation  
   The majority of residents within the City of Venice Utilities Department Venetian Parkway project limits have water and sanitary sewer mains that are locat-

ed in the rear of the lot away from the road right-of-way. Many of the water and sewer mains are beyond their useful life, resulting in decreased water pres-

sure and constricted sewer flow. Maintaining the mains, appurtenances and meters, requires City staff to enter and potentially disturb residents' side and 

backyards. Properties within the project limits are located 

along Venetian Parkway, Barbara Drive, Roberta Street, Hope 

Street, Lillian Street, Elaine Street, and Karen Drive (see map at 

right). Approximately 110 properties have been identified for 

replacement of services for water or sanitary sewer, with many 

requiring both.  

   Project schedule 

 Construction plans are near completion and agreements with 

property owners for work on private property have been se-

cured. The bidding phase is likely to begin by June 2019. 

 

   Boil water notices                    

 Some water shutdowns will be necessary to perform the 

work. As a precautionary measure, boil water advisories are 

required when an interruption in service causes customers to 

have low or no water pressure. Advisories are provided via a 

door hanger to affected properties. Notices are posted on the 

City’s website, www.venicegov.com, and entered into the 

CodeRed emergency notification system; additional infor-

mation about CodeRed can be found on page 11 of this news-

letter. 

 For additional information specific to your property, contact 

Cynthia Fitzpatrick, Utilities Project Coordinator, at 941-882-

7290. 
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Report city issues with just a few clicks  

 

 The City of Venice uses SeeClickFix platform, Venice Connect, which allows 
citizens to quickly report various issues to City officials like potholes, roadside 

junk, code violations, and traffic signal/
sign problems, to name a few. 
SeeClickFix will assign your issue to the 
appropriate department. Registered 

SeeClickFix users will receive an email when there is an update and can also 
come back to check the status of a submitted ticket at any time. It’s as easy as 
that! With the free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, citizens are able to 
provide City staff with a picture of the area and enter specific descriptions 
about the issue which is valuable in getting the job done efficiently. In addi-
tion, the SeeClickFix platform provides City officials with a centralized issue 
management system to monitor progress of submitted issues from creation to 
resolution and also allows us to engage citizens throughout the process.    
 The City has been using SeeClickFix since 2016 and has processed over 
1,850 issues. During the past few years, issues submitted on SeeClickFix have 
helped the City handle exposed wires that needed immediate attention, road-
side junk needing to be picked up, code violations, awareness of speeders in 
residential areas, and having street lights fixed and/or replaced. You are our 
eyes and ears and we value your assistance with maintaining the safety and 
beauty of Venice.                               
 Did you know?                                
 When a ticket is submitted to SeeClickFix, it captures the location you are 
in at the time of submission. As a result, please make sure that you are 
providing the specific location of the issue being reported by either submitting 
the issue at that exact location OR by entering the location address in the de-
scription of issue.                               
 You can attach a photo when submitting your issue. Photos are incredibly 
helpful to us here at the City. It allows us to quickly identify the problem area 
being reported and ensure that work crews are safely being sent to the right 
location.                                   
 The City works closely with the Sarasota County Contact Center, Florida 
Power & Light (FPL) and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). 

Many times the City receives issues that fall under the jurisdiction of one of 
these agencies. We can forward the issue submitted to us directly to Sarasota 
County using the SeeClickFix app OR we personally reach out to FDOT and/or 
FPL with matters that fall under their jurisdiction. Having effective communi-
cation with these agencies is key in making sure we continue to maintain the 
safety of our citizens and guests in the City of Venice. In addition, we continue 
to monitor and do follow ups with our counterparts to ensure these issues are 
handled in a timely manner.                         
 Important side note information                    
 We do our best here at the City to ensure we handle all tickets promptly; 
however, there are times that we may need sufficient time to complete cer-
tain requests. In addition, we do receive tickets that are “recommendations” 
rather than something that needs to be fixed. Although we do value your rec-
ommendations, we are unable to keep the ticket open but have noted them 
and have forwarded them to the appropriate department for their review. 
City Hall is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, and we can be 
reached at 941-486-2626.                            
 If you have questions or need further assistance with the SeeClickFix web-
site, please contact Shirley Gibson at 941-882-7439 or by email at               
sgibson@venicegov.com                            
 Law enforcement issues are considered an emergency nature and need to 
be reported directly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. The non-
emergency number is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be 
reported at 941-486-2770. Animal concerns such as raccoons or coyotes 
should NOT be entered into SeeClickFix. For more information on these is-
sues, call the Wildlife Center of Venice at 941-484-9657 or Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Animal Services at 941-861-9500.                 
 Sign me up!                            
 SeeClickFix is available as an app for Android or iPhone. Select SeeClickFix 
from your app store on your device. There is also a link to the program at the 
top of the homepage on the City’s website, www.venicegov.com (above the 
search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice 

 — Provided by Shirley Gibson 

mailto:sgibson@venicegov.com
http://www.venicegov.com
http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice
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AROUND TOWN 

 
City of Venice staff were recognized  Feb. 22 during an E-Week Awards Banquet at Mote Marine in Sarasota. The event was hosted by the Florida Engineering 

Society, the American Society of Civil Engineers, the American Public Works Association and the Florida Water Environment Association. The City Utilities De-

partment received a Florida Water Environment Association Award for Recognition of Excellence in Engineering for the City of Venice Water Main Replace-

ment Phases 1-5. Recipients of the award were, above, Utilities Director Javier Vargas, Assistant City Manager Len Bramble, City Manager Ed Lavallee and Util-

ities Capital Improvement Program Manager John Banks. At right, Assistant City Engineer Alex Boudreau received an American Public Works Association 

Award for Distinguished Service to Public Works. Congrats all! 



Page 27                                 Venice City E-News                                                                              March 2019 

AROUND TOWN 

At right, The Ritter Group-Gulf Shores Realty, which recently 

adopted Heritage Park  through the City’s Adopt-a-Park Pro-

gram, had its quarterly cleanup at the park, located in the median 

of W. Venice Ave., on Feb. 23. Seven parks are still available for 

organizations or individuals to adopt. For more information, go 

to www.venicegov.com/government/public-works/parks.         

Below, there was a nice turnout for the Feb. 20 City Bicycle Ride, 

rescheduled from Feb. 13 due to rain. The next ride is set for 10 

a.m. March 13, led by City Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator Dar-

lene Culpepper, at far right in yellow. Just bring your bike and a 

helmet to City Hall!ice turnout for today's rescheduled City Bicy-

In addition to his role as VPD’s 
School Resource Officer for 
Venice Elementary, Officer Bill 
Long also serves as the Presi-
dent of the Fraternal Order of 
Police Lodge 57 in Venice. 
When a student’s bike and hel-
met were damaged in a crash 
on the way to school, the FOP, 
with assistance from South 
Venice Walmart, was able to 
purchase a new bicycle and hel-
met for him the same day. The 
student sustained only minor 
injuries from the accident and is 
back in school doing well.    
Photo: VES 

https://www.facebook.com/CityofVeniceFlorida/posts/2169273549778216
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AROUND TOWN 

Below, participants in the Feb. 14 Grand Homes Walking Tour hailed 

from Michigan, Wisconsin, Mississippi, New York and Ohio. At left, the 

Venezia Park Walking Tour group Feb. 26 represented Michigan, Virgin-

ia, Canada, Maine, Massachusetts, Texas, New York, Illinois, Wisconsin, 

Ohio and Venice, Fla.! Get some exercise, learn a little about local histo-

ry and architecture, and make new friends. Tours, led by architectural 

historian Sebastian Liseo, are offered Tuesdays and Thursdays. Cost is 

$20 per person. For more information on both tours, go to page 47 of 

this newsletter or call 941- 486-2487 for reservations. 

This family of wood storks is the 

latest addition to the “nature 

preserve” at the Venice Airport.                       

Photo: Jim Eppley 



Venice Performing Arts Center                                   
1 Indian Ave.                                                                 
941-480-3191     

www.veniceperformingartscenter.com 

     “Spring Ballet Extravaganza”      
 March 3 

     “Direct From Las Vegas”          
March 10 

    “Gatlin Brothers Unplugged”         
March 14 

 “Clyde Butcher: Visions of Dali’s Spain”   
 March 15 

        “Queen Nation”          
March 16 

  “Venice Concert Band: Coast to Coast”   
 March 18 

 “Venice Symphony: “Mozart and Mahler”         
March 22-23 

      “Rhythm of the Dance”       
 March 24 

 

Venice Art Center                                        
390 Nokomis Ave. S.                                                       

       941-485-7136                               
  www.veniceartcenter.com      

     “Spring Members Show”        

March 1-29 

  “Still Life/Still Life Collaboration”        

April 5-May 3 

 “South Sarasota County School Show”    

 May 7-17 

      “Wide Open Spaces”       

 May 24-June 21 

 

 

 

Venice Theatre                                                       
140 Tampa Ave. W.                                                                   

941-488-1115                                            
www.venicestage.com 

        “42nd Street”             
Feb. 22-March 24 

     “Let’s Hang On: Frankie Valli Tribute”   
 March 10-11 

        “Buddy Returns”           
March 17-18 

        “Disenchanted”            
March 22-April 14 

       “Silver Foxes Show”            
March 25-30 

      “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”           
April 12-28 

  “Eric Watters: Some Kind of Wonderful”      
April 15 

           “Race”             
 April 26-May 12 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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Next ride is March 13! 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 

Page 38                               Venice City E-News                                                                                    March 2019 



Page 39                               Venice City E-News                                                                                    March 2019 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 



Page 40                               Venice City E-News                                                                                    March 2019 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 



Page 41                               Venice City E-News                                                                                    March 2019 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 



Page 42                               Venice City E-News                                                                                    March 2019 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 



Page 43                               Venice City E-News                                                                                    March 2019 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 



COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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        WATERING RULES                                                                     
 City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns 
one day per week:                                                                              
 Even addresses on Tuesdays                                                                                       
 Odd addresses on Thursdays                                                                                     
 Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2 
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed 
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.                                                                                        
 Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other 
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.                                       
 New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irriga-
tion can occur any time of day on the day of installation, 
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up 
to 60 days.                                                                                                    
 There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure wash-
ing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A 
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and 
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encour-
aged. 

 To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.                             

 In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button, 

find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on 

Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking 

on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress” to stream live.         

 They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19 

(Comcast Channel 19; Frontier Channel 32).  

Watch city meetings 
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AT YOUR SERVICE 

SUPPORTING OUR OFFICERS 

VPD Officer David 

Creasy and Sgt. 

Aleksander 

Gregoire met State 

Representative 

James Buchanan at 

the Venice Sunrise 

Rotary Hometown 

Heroes Banquet 

Feb. 17. 

 Roger Effron was appointed to the City of Venice Citizens Oversight 

Committee for School Facility Planning to complete the unexpired term 

of Jennifer Baehr and serve a term from Feb. 12, 2019, until Feb. 28, 

2022.    


