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Culpepper lauded as Bicycle Professional of Year 

Continued on page 2 

 

 City of Venice Bicycle Pedestrian Coor-
dinator Darlene Culpepper has been 
named the 2018 Bicycle Professional of 
the Year by the Florida Bicycle Associa-
tion.                 
 “Your hard work and dedication to bi-
cycling is to be commended and cele-
brated,” Florida Bicycle Association Exec-
utive Director Becky Alfonso wrote in a 
letter to Culpepper notifying her of the 
award.                 
 Culpepper, who has worked part time 
with the City Engineering Department 
since July 2016, leads a monthly 6-mile 
bicycle ride around the island of Venice, 
open to the public, along with other edu-
cational and administrative duties. The 
next ride is at 10 a.m. Wednesday, April 
10; those interested can just bring their 
bike and a helmet to Venice City Hall.  
 “The purpose of the award is to bring 
attention to the efforts and achieve-
ments of groups, organizations and indi-
viduals that help shape our vision for all 
Florida bicyclists to be safe, respected 

Darlene Culpepper, right, receives the 2018 Bicycle Professional of the Year 

Award from Becky Afonso, Florida Bicycle Association Executive Director, 

during the March 26 City Council meeting. Among other educational and 

administrative duties, Culpepper, who works for the City part time, leads a 

monthly 6-mile bike ride around Venice island. 
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Bicycle, from page 1 

and encouraged to bicycle for transportation and recreation. So when I re-

ceived my letter, I was completely surprised and excited,” Culpepper said. “It 

is a good feeling when you are recognized for doing what you love. I love rid-

ing my bicycle and I want others to love it too.               

 “To promote a safer environment for cyclists, we need more people out 

there riding. It brings awareness to the motorists that we are here. My 

monthly ride does just that — I teach safety while riding on the streets and 

how to ride and communicate in a group. I recently attended a Ride Leader/

Ride Marshal Course that was held by the Florida Bicycle Association and re-

ceived my certificate as an official Ride Leader. This allows me to have more 

confidence in leading and teaching others how to ride safely.        

 “I am very honored to receive such an award, when I know there are so 

many others putting forth great efforts to promote safe cycling as well.” 

 Said City Engineer Kathleen Weeden, “The City is so lucky to have an expert 

like Darlene on our team. She brings a very positive approach and is dedicat-

ed to improving bicycle and pedestrian safety by educating riders and improv-

ing facilities in the City.”                           

 Culpepper was presented with her award during the March 26 City Council 

meeting, as March is Florida Bicycle Month. Venice is also a Silver Bicycle 

Friendly Community.                            

 Culpepper and her husband Wesley have owned and operated Bicycles In-

ternational in Venice since December 2014.                  

 She can be reached at 941-882-7448 or at dculpepper@venicegov.com. 

Darlene Culpepper  provides safety instructions prior to her March ride. 

Culpepper installs an Emergency Location Marker in front of the VABI 
office in July 2018. The markers appear every .05 miles on the Legacy Trail 
and both the east and west sides of the Venetian Waterway Park.  

mailto:dculpepper@venicegov.com
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Organizations clean adopted City parks 

 Local organizations, including nonprofits, schools and businesses, are vol-

unteering their time to clean and beautify Venice parks through the City 

Adopt-a-Park program. The City thanks these hard-working volunteers for 

their efforts and civic pride!                        

 Seven parks are still available for groups or individuals to adopt: City Hall 

Park, Fountain Park, Granada Nolen Green, Harbor Nolen Green, Milan No-

len Green, Mundy Park, and Prentiss French Park.               

 For more information, go to www.venicegov.com/government/public-

works/parks or call Tricia Matero, Public Works Administrative Coordinator, 

at 941-882-7362. More photos, page 6 

Above, volunteers from the Venice 

Institute for Performing Arts, Frani 

Gains, Amy Peck, and Becca Eldredge 

were out March 1 cleaning the Venice 

Fishing Pier, and they did a great 

job! At left, this volunteer group from 

Madrid/Narvaezi Neighbors recently 

adopted the Madrid Nolen Green Park. 

Group leader (holding the sign) is Chris 

Rothweiler; co-leader is Wendy Fisher 

(in pink).   

https://www.facebook.com/veniceinstituteforperformingarts/?__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARCDx4gJZP1p6Oj-JbsowKcBblRWZYQBl2SmWH9nQ3X3a_ksaaxaw_KfwnNw3zjFeSB1nySFg_UjVqnb
https://www.facebook.com/veniceinstituteforperformingarts/?__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARCDx4gJZP1p6Oj-JbsowKcBblRWZYQBl2SmWH9nQ3X3a_ksaaxaw_KfwnNw3zjFeSB1nySFg_UjVqnb
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ADOPT-A-PARK PROGRAM 

Student Leadership Academy 

recently adopted Centennial Park, 

and  students and staff did a 

cleanup there on March 7. Thank 

you SLA — great work!        

More photos, page 7 

https://www.facebook.com/SLAVeniceFL/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDANpAlo8Si3gc8P0oKALS1e7wy8nQzptn_QxLdB5UBOIU_R91owbsGHqfu0h6eUgLsL-YBvkZrjquJ&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDFpSQWgfKt_8rkY4gMpBTdVPfuyNjimReKOI0bXssPvaziGJ3zZKr-nm9rpFZLWSAXgeCScx18lfVXa7LxwoLlIjGJo
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ADOPT-A-PARK PROGRAM At right and below right, 

the Venice Youth Boating Asso-

ciation adopted Higel Park and 

did a cleanup there on March 9. 

Below, the Venice Lions Club, 

which  adopted Venezia Park, 

got assistance from teens with 

the WareHouse of Venice for 

recent beautification efforts. At 

left, Island Medical Staffing/

Island Home Companions spent 

the morning of March 23 find-

ing hundreds of straws, plastic, 

napkins and cigarette butts 

scattered throughout the 

South Jetty, Humphris Park 

and the beach. Thank you to 

all, and please help keep our 

parks clean! 

Photos: Above, Island Medical Staffing; at right, WareHouse of Venice 

https://www.facebook.com/veniceyouthboating/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBk5jaKRypi2_eF_UphKd_9SKGvYyj7Y39BrAg_rsl41P3GKJ9u4bK3EjcuB51qOZkXu-2o9ISO_uc5&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCmKcMlm_a0_MktKIqjFPoBamc_Nbo4USM28ANq3EuchmiXvrEV4Ig-v9ZRQ81-QxYNd5wLr39Ad-u6TSVEyZ
https://www.facebook.com/veniceyouthboating/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBk5jaKRypi2_eF_UphKd_9SKGvYyj7Y39BrAg_rsl41P3GKJ9u4bK3EjcuB51qOZkXu-2o9ISO_uc5&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCmKcMlm_a0_MktKIqjFPoBamc_Nbo4USM28ANq3EuchmiXvrEV4Ig-v9ZRQ81-QxYNd5wLr39Ad-u6TSVEyZ
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Lewis named new Deputy City Clerk 
 Danielle Lewis, Deputy Municipal Clerk in Denville, N.J., has been named the new Deputy City Clerk for the City of Venice.                

 Lewis was born in Naples, Fla. Her family moved to Sarasota from Illinois in the 1970s, and owned the Dry Dock Restaurant on Longboat Key as well as the 

adjacent marina and real estate office. Her family moved to New Jersey in 1995, but her father’s entire family remains in the Sar-

asota-Tampa area.                                                        

 Lewis graduated from Fordham University in Bronx, New York, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology. She worked as a le-

gal assistant at law offices in New Jersey from 2007 through 2016. In June 2016, she became Deputy Municipal Clerk for the 

Township of Denville, which has 17,000 residents. Her duties include Open Public Records Act requests, attending Township 

Council meetings, preparing meeting agendas and minutes, elections, records management, solicitors and parking permits, legal 

notices and publications, and ordinances and resolutions. Lewis was involved in the establishment of a Business Improvement 

District and digitization of township records. She has also served as Acting Municipal Clerk on multiple occasions in the Clerk’s 

absence.                                                             

 She received her Registered Municipal Clerk certification in October 2017, and is a member of the Municipal Clerks Association 

of Morris County and the Municipal Clerks Association of New Jersey.                                

 “I hope to bring positive energy and excellent customer service to the residents of Venice,” Lewis said. “I love the beaches of 

Venice as well as the charm of downtown, the population size, the arts and culture, and the beautiful scenery.”                       

 Lewis and her fiancé Cody have an 8-month-old daughter, Hannah.                                            

 “I am eager to return to the Sunshine State and to raise my daughter in Sarasota County, a place I have always loved,” she said.            

 Said City Clerk Lori Stelzer, “Danielle was selected from an excellent pool of candidates because of her experience and knowledge with many of the same 

functions handled in our office. She demonstrated those skills and enthusiasm during the interview process, and I’m excited to have her joining our team 

and share her knowledge with us.”                                                               

 Lewis replaces former Assistant City Clerk Heather Taylor, who left in January to work for North Port city government.                   

 Lewis starts with the City of Venice April 15. 

LEWIS 

Like and Follow us on Facebook:                                                        
Venice, Florida Municipal Government 

Like what you see? Please rate us 5 
stars and leave us a review! 
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Downtown Project: Nokomis drainage work to start April 1 
 On Monday, April 1, crews are scheduled to begin work on Nokomis   

Avenue between Tampa Avenue and W. Venice Avenue for Phase II of the 

Nokomis Avenue Drainage Project. Work in Phase II will include under-

ground drainage installation, roadway reconstruction, utility work, and 

replacement of sidewalk and curb and gutter on Nokomis Avenue from 

Tampa Avenue to Pensacola Road.  

 Crews with the Downtown Beautification Project continue landscaping, 

installation of sod, installation of lighted midblock crosswalks on W. Venice 

Avenue, and installation of ADA features at the crosswalks. The contractor 

is also completing punch list items throughout the project. Motorists 

should continue to expect single lane closures to allow crews to safely 

work.            

 The majority of the new 

trash cans have been in-

stalled throughout the project. As a reminder, 

these trash cans are for downtown visitors. Busi-

nesses are urged to use their dumpsters instead of 

the trash cans along the sidewalks. If you would 

like more information about dumpsters or trash 

pickup, please contact the City of Venice at 941-

486-2422.  Benches and bike racks have also been 

installed.                      

 All downtown roads are currently open!     

 For additional project information, please con-

tact Jennifer Dorning, Project PIO, at 239-338-

7723 or jennifer.dorning@atkinsglobal.com. 

At left, crews are set to begin work on Phase II of 

the Nokomis Avenue Drainage Project on April 1. 

Above, landscaping in the West Venice Avenue medians; new 

benches and trash cans have been installed throughout the pro-

ject. More photos, page 10 

mailto:jennifer.dorning@atkinsglobal.com
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DOWNTOWN BEAUTIFICATION 

Recent downtown work has included additional median plantings, electrical work, and 

installation of benches and bike racks. 



Page 11                                 Venice City E-News                                                                               April 2019 

Hundreds visit Public Safety Day 2019  

 
 Public Safety Day was held on Saturday, March 2 at the Venice Community Center 
and saw over 500 visitors of all ages. The free event, in its second year, included an 
aerial demo by Venice Fire, Bayflite helicopter landing, and K-9 demonstration by 
Venice Police. More photos, page 12 

Above, Fire Chief 

Shawn Carvey and 

Venice Mayor 

John Holic follow-

ing a “firehose 

uncoupling” to 

kick off the event. 

Far right, Firemed-

ic Sean Conner 

rappels during an 

aerial demo. At 

right, balloons 

with Fire and Po-

lice logos were 

given to kids. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY DAY 

Clockwise from left, Lt. 
Derek Lowery, Venice 
Firefighters Benevolent 
Fund Chairman, mans the 
grill; Battalion Chief Steve 
Worobel and Lt. Tyler 
Eaton speak with visitors; 
Firemedics Steve McNutt 
and Brandon Dilmore 
serve up popcorn and cot-
ton candy; Mel Mosser, 
Customer Service Special-
ist with the City Hall Cash-
ier’s Office, gets an ID card 
made for her daughter Ev 
with the assistance of 
Mike Deneweth, IT Tech-
nical Systems Coordinator.  
More photos, page 13 



Page 13                                 Venice City E-News                                                                               April 2019 

 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY DAY 

Clockwise from left, Public Safety Day visitors meet K-9 Mako under the 

watchful eye of Venice Police Officer Kristen Kimson; families check out 

the Bayflite helicopter; Historical Resources Manager Harry Klinkhamer 

with Earl Midlam at the Old Betsy exhibit; Fire Lt. Chris Ripo shows two 

young visitors the fire boat. More photos, page 14 
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PUBLIC SAFETY DAY 

Fire Administrative Assistant  
Tammy Short (above) and Mar-
cie Carvey, the wife of Fire Chief 
Shawn Carvey, paint faces 
March 2. 

This year’s Public Safety Day event included assets and participation 
from agencies including Forestry and FPL (below), Sarasota County 
Search & Rescue, and the American Red Cross. 

At left,    
Steve 
McNutt, 
Colton 
Schuchert, 
Frank Gid-
dens VI (son 
of Deputy 
Chief Frank 
Giddens) 
Phil Castel-
lano, and 
Brandon 
Dilmore. 
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Frequently asked questions about red tide  
 Editor’s note: This is the first of several Fact Sheets being developed by City  
of Venice staff at the direction of City Council to better inform our citizens. 
This information is also available on the City website, www.venicegov.com,  
on the homepage under “I Want To” and “Residents.” 

What is red tide?                                                  

Red tide is a specific type of harmful algal bloom, caused by higher than nor-

mal concentrations of microscopic algae. In Florida’s southwest coast and 

other areas of the Gulf of Mexico, red tide is usually caused by Karenia brevis. 

K. brevis defends itself from predators by producing brevetoxins that can 

affect the central nervous system of fish and other vertebrates. This, com-

bined with the algae’s ability to create areas with low oxygen concentrations 

in the water, can cause many marine animals to die. Brevetoxins can also 

cause respiratory irritation in humans once airborne.  

 What causes red tide?                                          

Karenia brevis causes red tide when their population explodes into a bloom. 

First, the organism has to have the correct environment. The temperature, 

salinity of the water and nutrients are all factors that can influence where K. 

brevis can live. Then K. brevis needs the right physical conditions, like wind or 

ocean currents, to concentrate and transport to different areas. K. brevis also 

needs to surpass other phytoplankton. The presence or absence of other life 

forms may encourage or inhibit K. brevis blooms. If conditions are correct, K. 

brevis can reproduce and multiply, causing a red tide.  

Has coastal (nutrient) pollution caused red tide?                                       

There is no demonstrated direct link between nutrient pollution and the for-

mation of a Karenia brevis bloom or frequency (how often they occur), ac-

cording to Mote Marine Laboratory. Florida red tides develop 10-40 miles 

offshore, away from human-contributed nutrient sources. Red tides have oc-

curred in Florida long before human settlement, and severe red tides were 

observed in the mid-1900s before the state’s coastlines were heavily devel-

oped. However, once red tides are transported to shore, they can use human 

contributed nutrients for their growth.  

Can coastal nutrient pollution worsen an existing red tide that has moved 

close to shore?                                                 

Data from Mote has suggested that nutrients that runoff the land into the sea 

may contribute to red tide. These nutrients can include natural (animal 

waste) and human-contributed (fertilizer) sources. These sources can runoff 

in stormwater into storm drains, rivers, and ponds and ultimately the Gulf. 

These nutrients can serve as “food” for Karenia brevis algae and contribute to 

red tide blooms once the algae are close to shore.    

 What has the City of Venice done to address red tide?                                                                        

1. City Council passed a resolution encouraging no more lawn fertilization.             

2. Increased public education via City newsletter, website, social media, email 

blasts, flyers in utility bills, handouts at City Hall, and evening Florida Friendly 

Landscaping programs held in Council chambers.                                                  

3. Completed water quality improvement projects at several outfalls. Many 

outfalls have dry ponds that capture the initial flow and allow it to naturally 

percolate into the ground. Other outfalls have sediment collection boxes that 

help settle out solids prior to flowing to the Gulf.                       

4. The City continues to look for opportunities to fund water quality improve-

ments with Stormwater Enterprise Funds and available grants.                 

 Continued on page 16 

http://www.venicegov.com
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Red tide, from page 15 

5. Nutrient loading modeling for the island basins are underway to prioritize 

future water quality projects.                                 

6. Initial outfall sampling to evaluate water quality prior to discharge at pri-

mary stormwater outfalls.                                            

7. Council directed staff to place Florida Yards requirements in the LDRs (Land 

Development Regulations) for development.                                           

8. Council directed staff to implement educational outreach and offer free 

septic system inspections on a voluntary basis at $500 per property, paid by 

the City.  

What is being done to monitor the outfalls at Venice Beach?                                                                              

The City has contracted a coastal engineering and environmental sampling 

team to conduct limited outfall water quality testing, determine outfall pollu-

tant load estimates and make recommendations for outfall prioritization 

while grant applications are being processed by the agency. The project’s 

goal is to identify the priority outfalls for the installation of automatic sam-

pling equipment that monitors flow rates and water quality on a periodic ba-

sis. This data will also be used to design water quality capital projects that 

can be implemented to improve water quality. Additionally, a treatment sys-

tem was installed on the Venice Beach and Alhambra outfalls to reduce the 

quantity and improve the quality of the waters that flow to the Gulf.             

Why can’t the outfalls just be removed?                                                                 

The City has nine stormwater outfalls that discharge rainwater and surface 

water into the Gulf, which prevents water from backing up and flooding 

streets and homes on the island of Venice. The island was actually manmade 

when the Intracoastal Waterway was dug by the Army Corps of Engineers in 

the 1960s. Venice was not actually an island before that time, so the land 

naturally slopes toward the beach. This means the rainwater and these beach 

outfalls are necessary to let the water escape into the Gulf. There are NO 

sewage discharges from these outfalls, only rainwater and surface water. The 

sewage in Venice travels through pipes to the Wastewater Treatment Plant, 

located in the northeast section of Venice near Laurel Road, where it is treat-

ed and recycled as reuse water for irrigation.   

If the outfalls don’t carry sewage, why can the water in them appear 

brown?                                                                    

Some of the outfalls drain natural wetland water bodies. Leaves and other 

organic plant matter fall in the water and release tannins as they decompose. 

Tannins can give the water a very brown color and a slight odor; however, 

this is a natural process.  These wetlands are important to the environment 

and provide a place for the rainwater to soak into the ground and replenish 

the aquifer.    

What can I do to help?                                                

We can each do our part to help keep our waterways clean and reduce nutri-

ents in stormwater runoff:                                                  

1. Say no to nitrogen. Sarasota County prohibits the use of any fertilizer con-

taining nitrogen or phosphorus from June 1-Sept. 30. If you must fertilize, use 

slow-release nitrogen and little to no phosphorous fertilizers only between 

October and May.                                               

2. Keep fertilizer away from water bodies.                                              

3. Choose Florida Friendly yard plants that require no fertilizer and little irri-

gation.                                                             

4. Pick up and dispose of pet waste properly.                                                 

5. Capture rainwater in a cistern or rain barrel and use for irrigation.                                     

6. Properly dispose of yard waste.                                                                                                                           

 
Continued on page 17 



Page 17                                 Venice City E-News                                                                             April 2019  

Red tide, from page 16 

7. If you have a septic system, have it inspected and cleaned out regularly.  

Why can’t the City of Venice ban fertilizer outright?                                      
Currently, a more stringent ban is not an option because Florida law partially 
preempts local governments from regulating the use of fertilizers. In addition, 
according to scientists, a total ban on the use of fertilizer would be harmful to 
the environment, limiting plant growth and weakening vegetative root sys-
tems, and thereby reducing the ability of productive plants to absorb nutri-
ents prevalent in soil and runoff.  

Are septic systems in the City contributing to red tide?                                                                                                 
At this time, there are about 45 properties with septic systems within Venice 
city limits, with fewer than 10 on the island of Venice. All are in compliance 
with City code.  

Can we control or mitigate Florida’s red tides?                                                                                                     
Currently there is no tried-and-true way to completely remove the red tide 

algae and its impacts without potentially harming Gulf ecosystems. Mote sci-
entists are currently studying control and mitigation methods.  

When will the next red tide occur?                                             
Although the occurrence of a Florida red tide cannot be predicted, scientists 
can forecast its movement using wind and water current data once a bloom 
is located. Scientists also monitor the concentration of the red tide organism 
by collecting water samples routinely and in response to blooms. Currently, 
Mote Marine Laboratory, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Research Institute and 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration provide status reports 
about Florida red tides to the public.  

 RESOURCES  

https://mote.org/news/florida-red-tide                                                            
https://www.venicegov.com/government/engineering/stormwater-division/
fertilizer-use                                                                                                                  
http://www.scienceandenvironment.org/projects/watershed-signs/            
http://myfwc.com/research/redtide/  

AROUND TOWN 

The City held its third Florida Friendly Landscaping 

Program in Council chambers the evening of March 

4 with presenters Dr. Pat Williams and Wilma Holley 

from the UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County. About 

80 interested residents were in attendance to learn 

the principles behind a great Florida landscape. 
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HISTORIC BICYCLE TOUR 

The second Historic Bicycle Tour around Venice, narrated by City Historical 
Resources Manager Harry Klinkhamer, was held March 20 with 31 riders. 
Stops included the Lord-Higel House, Triangle Inn (Venice Museum & Ar-
chives), Venice Beach pavilion, pocket parks and a couple unique houses to 
discuss their history. Another ride will be scheduled in the near future! 

Photos:            
Darlene             

Culpepper 



 

 Hurricane season starts June 1 — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?           

 The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and 

social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outag-

es, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and 

after Hurricane Irma in September 2017, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out. Hurricane season runs from June 1-Nov. 30 in Florida.                                                                                                                          

   The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a 

warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost.              

  The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road 

closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifica-

tions. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search 

bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the fol-

lowing numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.    

  Things to know about CodeRED                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY 

devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.         

 Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety 

app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted 

geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.                                                                                                                                                                                                

 If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to 

receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including 

Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.                                                                                                                       

 For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401. 

Sign up for CodeRED phone notifications 
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https://public.coderedweb.com/cne/en-US/5E3BAFCA9779
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/home/showdocument?id=6933
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ecnetwork.crma&feature=search_result#?t=W251bGwsMSwxLDEsImNvbS5lY25ldHdvcmsuY3JtYSJd
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/codered-mobile-alert/id468404991?ls=1&mt=8
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Residents’ how-to guide for garbage and bulk pickup 
City of Venice residents receive twice-weekly collection of an unlimited 
amount of properly prepared household garbage for a monthly fee of $11.07. 
Residents are charged for garbage and recycling collection regardless of      
usage.                                                                                                                                             
Here is how to prepare garbage for collection:                            
• Place items curbside by 7 a.m. on the day of collection .             
• 80% of residents have been delivered City cans for automated trash collec-
tion. All trash must fit inside the can for automated collection. Residents not 
on automated collection must use garbage cans that are 35 gallons or smaller.                                                                                                                        
• Recyclables and yard waste may not be mixed with garbage.            
• Hazardous waste should not be placed with garbage .                                
The following items may be included with the garbage collection. A note     
identifying the item as garbage must be securely attached to it:        
• Barbecue grill, after propane tank has been removed             
• Two‐wheeled bicycles               
• Hollow interior doors               
• Push lawn mowers with all fluids drained               
• VCRs, DVD players and radios               
• Televisions and computer monitors under 40 pounds                              
• Furniture items 2 feet by 4 feet or smaller and 40 pounds or less        
These things can also go in the garbage:               
• Empty containers, including aerosol cans               
• Dry paint can               
• Alkaline batteries              
Used motor oil and filters may also be discarded. Place oil in see‐through plas-
tic beverage containers with a screw‐on cap and filters in sealed plastic bags. 
Limit 5 gallons of oil and 5 oil filters per week. Place containers on curb on reg-
ular garbage collection day. Do not place oil or filters in the garbage or in the 
recycling bins.              
These things may not be included with the regular garbage collection:            
• Large appliances                     
• Furniture                
• Construction materials                
• Tires (may be taken to the landfill for a fee)                                                

• Fluorescent bulbs                    
• Hypodermic needles and syringes                            
• Yard waste                           
• Printers, scanners and fax machines (may be taken to the hazardous waste 
center at Jackson Road or Knights Trail for free)                
The City of Venice is not responsible for lost lids or broken garbage cans. Do 
not use buckets, boxes or other containers as garbage cans. Any item or unap-
proved container placed curbside on the day of the collection is at risk of be-
ing collected as garbage. Residents who have difficulty getting containers to 
the curb due to health-related issues may request handicap collection services 
by calling 941-486‐2422.                                                                                                                             
The five holidays when the landfill is closed and garbage, recycling and yard 
waste will not be collected are:               
• New Year’s Day, Jan.  1               
• Independence Day, July 4               
• Labor Day, the first Monday in September                
• Thanksgiving Day, the fourth Thursday in November              
• Christmas Day, Dec. 25                 
All items are collected on the next regularly scheduled pickup day.               
Bulk collections                                            
Arrangements to collect household items too large to be part of the regular 
garbage collection may be made by calling 941-486‐2422 to make an appoint-
ment for a special pickup. The charge is $20 per cubic yard for bulk garbage 
collection. Place items at the curb or approved location for pickup.                        
Items included in bulk collections for a fee include: basketball poles, bath-
tubs and sinks, electronics such as computers and TVs, exercise equipment, 
garage doors and  openers,  items not bagged, bundled or placed in cans, large 
glass windows and tabletops, large mirrors, mailboxes on posts, mattresses, 
picnic tables, riding lawn mowers, pianos and organs, playground equipment, 
sliding glass doors, sheds, vehicle seats, fencing, and TVs over 40 pounds.    
Although appliances, such as washers, dryers, refrigerators, freezers and air-
conditioners, are collected without charge, an appointment must be made 
before setting them on the curb. Be sure to remove food and doors from re-
frigerators and freezers. 
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Recycling guidelines for residents 
 Residents in the City of Venice are provided two 
14-gallon red recycling bins for once-weekly collec-
tion. One bin is for paper materials and the other is 
for commingled materials. Use only containers pro-
vided for recycling. The city is not responsible for 
lost or broken carts or unapproved containers. 
 The fee for the recycling service is $10.36 per 
month. Included in the fee is the collection of 
properly prepared yard waste and two annual col-
lections of bulk yard waste. To request recycling 
bins, call 941-486‐2422.    

Products accepted in the paper bin:                       
 • Catalogs, magazines and newspapers      
 • Phone books, paperback books                                                                                  
 • Mail, including envelopes with windows    
 • Writing and office paper             
 • Shredded paper in paper grocery or clear plastic 
bags.                                                                                 

Products accepted in commingled bin:                                                                                           
 • Glass bottles and jars, all colors         
 • Aluminum cans, foil and trays         
 • Steel tin cans with lids              
 • Aerosol cans, empty              
 • Drink boxes, straws removed          
 • Milk and juice boxes               
 • Plastic bottles with necks and recycle symbols 1, 
5, or 7                       
 • Butter or margarine tubs and plastic deli trays 
 • Flower pots                 
 Note: Bottle tops should be removed and placed 
in the garbage. 

 Corrugated cardboard boxes should be broken   

                                 
down flat and placed next to or underneath the 
bins. The boxes should be cut or folded so they are 
4 feet by 2 feet or smaller.            
 Other items to include with cardboard are boxes 
or cartons that contained crackers, cereal, frozen 
food, dry food, beer, soda and shoes; and paper 
towel and toilet paper rolls. These items can go in 
the bin for paper, but must be separate from the 
other materials in the bin. This information is availa-
ble on the What‐Goes‐Where selection of the My‐
Waste App. 

These items are not collected as recycling in the 
current program and must be discarded in gar-
bage:                        
 • Ceramic items                 
 • Pool and other chemicals containers      
 • Gift‐wrap and tissue paper           
 • Clothes hangers                
 • Hard covered books              
 • Pizza delivery boxes              
 • Plastic bags                   
 • Plastic toys                   
 • Styrofoam peanuts, cups, plates, egg cartons
 *NOTE: Publix offers bins for recycling plastic  
bags and Styrofoam. 

SPECIAL ITEMS 

Used motor oil and filters             
 • Place oil in see‐through plastic beverage con-
tainers with a screw‐on cap and filters in sealed 
plastic bags.                    
 • Limit 5 gallons of oil and 5 oil filters per week. 

 • Place containers on curb on regular garbage 
collection day. Do not place oil or filters in the gar-
bage or in the recycling bins. 

Needle disposal                
 Sarasota County offers free collection containers 
for the disposal of needles and lancets. These 
should never be put in regular garbage collections 
or recycling bins. For more information, call the Sar-
asota County Health Department at 941-861-6133. 

Medication                   
 Prescription and non‐prescription medications are 
not accepted in garbage and recycling collections. 
They may be brought to the Venice Police Station, 
1350 Ridgewood Ave. for disposal. Keep them in the 
original containers. 

At right, exam-

ples of recycled 

items in the 

paper bin, top, 

and the 

comingled bin, 

bottom. 
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 A celebration of the rezoning of Pinebrook Park as a conservation area in 

perpetuity will be held near the park entrance, 1251 Pinebrook Road, Ven-

ice, at 9 a.m. Thursday, April 4, to be followed by a guided walk. The walk, 

for residents and visitors to witness firsthand nature, flora and fauna exhibit-

ed in Pinebrook Park, will be done on groomed trails and will be approxi-

mately 1.5 miles. The Friends of Pinebrook Park and other representatives 

with expertise in the field of fitness, nature, plants and trees will be on hand 

to talk and lead groups through the trails.                   

 In November 2018, Venice City leaders took important steps to ensure 

Pinebrook Park was preserved as a natural habitat for the citizens of Venice 

to enjoy today and into the future. In keeping with the Parks Master Plan 

involving the Pinebrook neighborhood, the City opted to preserve the 

Pinebrook Park portion and rezoned it to “Open Use Conservation,” prohib-

iting future development and preserving the natural area. This expansion 

provides a natural habitat corridor connecting Curry Creek and Pinebrook 

Park, providing ready access for environmental and cultural resource stew-

ardship and habitat management. Pinebrook Park is owned by the City of 

Venice and is maintained by a cooperative effort between the City and Sara-

sota County. The Friends of Pinebrook Park, a neighborhood association, has 

adopted the 77-acre-plus park and its members are handling many routine 

activities such as park cleanup and the trimming and removal of brush and 

trees.  The original trail was opened in October 1980.             

 A coordinated effort with the Boy Scouts of America Troop 77, Sertoma 

Club, City of Venice Public Works Department, and Sarasota County Parks 

and Recreation Department resulted in design and construction of a fitness 

trail to be enjoyed by all ages and all levels of activity. Benches are placed 

along the well-groomed, 1.5-mile walking path for all to enjoy. The trails are 

populated with live oaks, maple trees and various palm tree species. Walk-

ers may also encounter a variety of wildlife such as gopher tortoise, bobcats, 

coyotes, rattlesnakes and an amazing assortment of birds including pileated 

woodpeckers, Carolina wrens, bald eagles and barred owls.         

City to celebrate with walk in Pinebrook Park April 4 
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IN TRAINING 

Venice Fire hosted a 40-hour aerial opera-
tions class on Venice island March 18-21 at 
Venice Regional Bayfront Health at The Rial-
to and Venice High School. Firefighters from 
departments including Venice, North Port, 
Englewood, Nokomis, Longboat Key, Sara-
sota County and Apopka participated. 
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How to secure your bike 
 Bicycle theft is a really sad fact of cycling life. It is an unfortunate occurrence that you should prepare yourself for, whether you’ve spent $100 or $1,000.  

 Let me first say, you need to buy a lock. There is no such thing as an unbreakable lock, but there are many products available on the market and the key is 

to make it difficult so you can deter any would-be bike thieves. No lock can guarantee that a bike won’t get stolen, but the more money invested in a good, 

sturdy lock will make it harder for your bike to get stolen. Thieves search for the easiest lock when they are looking to steal a bike, 

which makes the thin, cheap locks a thief magnet.                                         

 The material a lock is made from will dictate how strong the lock is. Bike locks are required to be strong to be effective, and the 

best-performing locks are often made from double- or triple-heated hardened steel. Even though this might be heavier, it provides 

excellent security for your bike.                                                    

 Types of locks:  

 U-locks – The most secure option available, also known as a D-lock. They are made of thick, reinforced metal and have a great 

structural reliability. Its horseshoe shape can limit leveraging, provided it is proportionate to the bike. 

 Cable locks – These are very versatile and offer less deterrence than a U-lock. Bolt cutters are able to cut through most cable 

locks. On their own, they are suitable for low-crime areas but elsewhere would be good to combine with a U-lock.  

               Chain locks – Tough enough for high-crime areas, these are designed to resist hacksaws or chisels and tough to leverage. You 

should also invest in a sturdy padlock to go with it. They are heavy and best for stationary use.                               

 Now that you have some ideas of the locks that are out there, let’s discuss some additional basic tips to minimize your chances of becoming a victim to bicy-

cle theft.                                                                              

  * Always lock the bike. You’ve spent the money on one, you should use it. Whether it’s a quick stop or an evening of shopping or dining, you should make 

sure your bike is secure. Remember, thieves can be anywhere.                                                    

 * Lock in a high-traffic area. A bike should be locked in an area with continuous flow of people so someone attempting to steal a bike would be noticed.  

 * Register the bike. There are many national companies offering bicycle registration, but I recommend registering with your local Police Department. This is 

a great way to record the serial number, description and photo of the bike.                                        

 *Purchase insurance protection for your bike. Some protection can be added for your bike under your homeowner’s or renter’s policies.                

 * Last but most importantly, secure your frame and lock up your bike properly. You should always secure your bike to a solid, immovable object that it can 

DARLENE CULPEPPER 

Continued on page 25 
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Bike, from page 24 

not be lifted over. You 

should secure your frame 

and front wheel to the sol-

id object. Ideally, if space 

allows, secure your frame 

and wheels at both ends to 

the solid object. When se-

curing with a U-lock or ca-

ble, do not leave room be-

tween the lock and your 

frame, so no tools can be 

inserted to cut or pry them 

open. The more difficult 

you make it, the better 

your chances of not be-

coming victim to bike theft.  

 Darlene Culpepper is the 

Bicycle Pedestrian Coordi-

nator for the City of Venice. 

She leads a 6-mile bicycle 

ride around the island of 

Venice at 10 a.m. the sec-

ond Wednesday of every 

month. The next ride will 

be April 10. Just bring your 

bike and a helmet to City 

Hall! You can email Dar-

lene for more information 

at dculpepper@venice 

gov.com.  
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Report city issues with just a few clicks  

 

 The City of Venice uses SeeClickFix platform, Venice Connect, which allows 
citizens to quickly report various issues to City officials like potholes, roadside 

junk, code violations, and traffic signal/
sign problems, to name a few. 
SeeClickFix will assign your issue to the 
appropriate department. Registered 

SeeClickFix users will receive an email when there is an update and can also 
come back to check the status of a submitted ticket at any time. It’s as easy as 
that! With the free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, citizens are able to 
provide City staff with a picture of the area and enter specific descriptions 
about the issue which is valuable in getting the job done efficiently. In addi-
tion, the SeeClickFix platform provides City officials with a centralized issue 
management system to monitor progress of submitted issues from creation to 
resolution and also allows us to engage citizens throughout the process.    
 The City has been using SeeClickFix since 2016 and has processed over 
1,850 issues. During the past few years, issues submitted on SeeClickFix have 
helped the City handle exposed wires that needed immediate attention, road-
side junk needing to be picked up, code violations, awareness of speeders in 
residential areas, and having street lights fixed and/or replaced. You are our 
eyes and ears and we value your assistance with maintaining the safety and 
beauty of Venice.                               
 Did you know?                                
 When a ticket is submitted to SeeClickFix, it captures the location you are 
in at the time of submission. As a result, please make sure that you are 
providing the specific location of the issue being reported by either submitting 
the issue at that exact location OR by entering the location address in the de-
scription of issue.                               
 You can attach a photo when submitting your issue. Photos are incredibly 
helpful to us here at the City. It allows us to quickly identify the problem area 
being reported and ensure that work crews are safely being sent to the right 
location.                                   
 The City works closely with the Sarasota County Contact Center, Florida 
Power & Light (FPL) and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). 

Many times the City receives issues that fall under the jurisdiction of one of 
these agencies. We can forward the issue submitted to us directly to Sarasota 
County using the SeeClickFix app OR we personally reach out to FDOT and/or 
FPL with matters that fall under their jurisdiction. Having effective communi-
cation with these agencies is key in making sure we continue to maintain the 
safety of our citizens and guests in the City of Venice. In addition, we continue 
to monitor and do follow ups with our counterparts to ensure these issues are 
handled in a timely manner.                         
 Important side note information                    
 We do our best here at the City to ensure we handle all tickets promptly; 
however, there are times that we may need sufficient time to complete cer-
tain requests. In addition, we do receive tickets that are “recommendations” 
rather than something that needs to be fixed. Although we do value your rec-
ommendations, we are unable to keep the ticket open but have noted them 
and have forwarded them to the appropriate department for their review. 
City Hall is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, and we can be 
reached at 941-486-2626.                            
 If you have questions or need further assistance with the SeeClickFix web-
site, please contact Shirley Gibson at 941-882-7439 or by email at               
sgibson@venicegov.com                            
 Law enforcement issues are considered an emergency nature and need to 
be reported directly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. The non-
emergency number is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be 
reported at 941-486-2770. Animal concerns such as raccoons or coyotes 
should NOT be entered into SeeClickFix. For more information on these is-
sues, call the Wildlife Center of Venice at 941-484-9657 or Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Animal Services at 941-861-9500.                 
 Sign me up!                            
 SeeClickFix is available as an app for Android or iPhone. Select SeeClickFix 
from your app store on your device. There is also a link to the program at the 
top of the homepage on the City’s website, www.venicegov.com (above the 
search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice 

 — Provided by Shirley Gibson 

mailto:sgibson@venicegov.com
http://www.venicegov.com
http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice
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TRAPEZE PARK CLEARING WORK 

Venice Municipal Airport staff Bill Ford, Al Schudel and Marc Pohl recently trimmed 
the trees and cleaned the area outside the fence along the driveway of the Trapeze 
Park at 1401 Ringling Drive S. Photos: Jim Eppley 
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 Vice Mayor Rich Cautero reads a 

proclamation naming the week of 

March 17-23, 2019, Florida Survey-

ors and Mappers Week, presented 

to Bob Strayer of Strayer Survey-

ing and Mapping and Erick Bennett 

during the March 12 City Council 

meeting. 

Solid Waste Equipment Operator Tom 

Davis receives his 20-year Service Award 

and pin during the March 12 Council 

meeting from Vice Mayor Rich Cautero. 

Tom is pictured with Public Works Direc-

tor James Clinch at left and Solid Waste 

Superintendent Bob Moroni at right. 
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Venice Police Officer David 

Skinner is sworn in during the 

March 26 City Council meeting 

by Vice Mayor Rich Cautero. 

VPD Chief Tom Mattmuller 

holds the Bible as Officer Skin-

ner's wife Stephanie looks on.  

Bicycle advocate Mark Schiefer and 

City Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator 

Darlene Culpepper hold a procla-

mation naming the month of March 

2019 Florida Bicycle Month, pre-

sented to them by Vice Mayor Rich 

Cautero during the March 26 Coun-

cil meeting.  
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 Editor’s note: This article is the first of a three-part column on palms.    
 Warm tropical breezes and swaying palm trees are two of the things we 
love most about Venice. There are many different species of palms that we 
are fortunate enough to be able to grow here. A few are native, but many are 

not. They vary greatly in size from 3 feet to 100 feet 
tall. They can be a single trunk or have multiple stems. 
Leaves can be either feather-like or fan shaped. Unfor-
tunately, sometimes our sandy soil is not very good for 
cultivating many of the palm species we use in our 
tropical landscapes. Supplemental fertilization is nec-
essary for them to thrive — something we must be 
mindful of with the issues of nutrient runoff and what 
that does environmentally. Much has been written 
about using fertilizer wisely so I will leave that subject 
to others. In the next several articles we will look at 
proper fertilization and pruning. 
 First of all, we need to understand a little about 
palm biology. Palms are monocots, which means they 

are more closely related to grass than trees. Palms only have two primary 
growth areas, the root initiation zone at the base of the trunk and the bud 
(apical meristem) where primary growth takes place. They do not have 
growth rings in the trunk like trees do; instead, palm trunks are a bundle of 
vessels like straws that move water and nutrients. Because the trunks do not 
really grow, the vessels do, palms do not have the ability to heal wounds or, 
with a few exceptions, do not produce sprouts. As palm leaves are produced 
in the bud, nutrients are needed for them to develop properly. Minor nutri-
ents are needed in small amounts, come primarily from the soil and must be 
present in the bud for proper development. Major nutrients are needed in 
larger amounts, but they can be translocated or “moved” from old foliage to 
the bud when needed in addition to coming from soil. This will be important 
as we look at pruning and nutrient deficiencies. 
 Palm nutrients can be broken down broadly into two types — major and 
minor elements. For this discussion, the major elements we are concerned 

with are nitrogen (N), potassium (K) and 
magnesium (Mg) and the minor elements 
are manganese (Mn), iron (Fe) and boron 
(B). The reason this is important to note is 
because major elements are easily translo-
cated or moved within a palm and minor 
elements are not. Later on, these will be 
the clues to look for when you are trying to 
narrow down what the palm needs. Where 
are the yellow or curly or brown leaves? 
Are they on the new growth or on the old-
est growth? Major nutrient deficiencies will 
also be important when we look at prun-
ing.   
 Soil chemistry, palm nutrition and prun-
ing can be a very complicated and lengthy 
subject. Nutrient deficiencies often come in 
combinations of two or three or more, so 
diagnosing a problem can get pretty tricky. 
To make it even harder, some pest infesta-
tions can mimic nutrient deficiencies. Here 
we will only scratch the surface of the sub-
ject. First, we will cover a few of the most 
common palm nutrition issues — mainly, what to look for and what the caus-
es are of some of the nutrient deficiencies we see most frequently in the land-
scape. Lastly, we will look at pruning and how that relates to nutrients.   
 Next time we will look at the most common nutrient deficiencies, potassium 
and magnesium, and how to identify each. As always, please be careful with 
that fertilizer. For more information on palm care, please visit: 
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/palms-and-
cycads/. 
 You can contact City Arborist Jim Yelverton at jyelverton@venicegov.com or 
941-882-7433.   

JIM YELVERTON    
CITY ARBORIST 

Palms more closely related to grass than trees 

Royal and ribbon palms downtown. 

http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/palms-and-cycads/
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/palms-and-cycads/
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Venice Museum to close temporarily for improvements 
 The Venice Museum & Archives will be temporarily closing on May 20 for installa-

tion of new doors and windows to the 1927 Triangle Inn building. Magnum Builders 

and their subcontractors will be removing the doors and windows on all but the 

south side of the building; those were replaced in 2017.              

 This project will require the deinstallation of several exhibits. Due to the need for 

relocating exhibits and the nature of the construction work, the museum at 351 

Nassau St. S. will be temporarily closing to the public while it is a construction 

site. Work is expected to take two weeks, then staff will reinstall the exhibits. June 

17 is the estimated reopening date. The public will still be able to reach staff mem-

bers by phone or email.  The last day the museum will be open is May 18 for Venice 

Museums Day. For more information, please call 941-486-2487. 
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL 

Team Keep Venice Beautiful (KVB), a volunteer arm of Venice Area Beautification 
Inc., in partnership with Sarasota County Parks and Recreation and Venice Munici-
pal Airport, removed more than 30 truckloads of Brazilian pepper and other inva-
sive plants along the Venetian Waterway Park Trail on March 21. Pictured at right 
are before and after shots of the green space near the Airport entrance. Team KVB 
is working with the City of Venice and the County to increase the number of picnic 
tables at the site. Thank you to all 30 workers for their efforts!                                 
Photos: Team KVB 
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Fire hydrant maintenance and testing to begin April 1 

 The City of Venice Utilities Department has hired Hydromax USA to perform fire hydrant maintenance 

and testing throughout the City. Work is scheduled to begin on April 1 and be completed by Nov. 1, 2019. 

All fire hydrants within the City’s system will be flushed, flow tested, inspected, and receive routine 

maintenance. Residents should expect to see employees of Hydromax USA operating the fire hydrants. 

Employees of Hydromax USA may be identified by company logos on their vehicles and their uniforms.   

  Water quality: Flushing is required to maintain quality of the water in the entire distribution system. 

A water sample is taken to check the disinfection residuals in the water mains. The Utilities Department 

flushes hydrants on a scheduled basis to maintain the safest and highest quality of drinking water possible.

  Hydrant maintenance: Hydrant valves are exercised (opened and closed) to ensure they are opera-

tional. Lubrication, painting, and repairs are performed as necessary. PSI (pounds per square inch) is also 

checked to verify flows are adequate for fire fighting and pressure to customers.              

  Businesses and residents may briefly experience reduced water pressure while flushing is occurring. 

Additionally, some customers may experience temporary discoloration of their water. This primarily con-

sists of harmless silt and does not affect the safety of the water. If you experience discoloration in your wa-

ter after flushing has occurred, clear your pipes by running water from all the outside spigots for 3 to 5 

minutes, then indoor faucets, if necessary.                                 

 This same philosophy of water line preventive maintenance is one that residents and business owners 

should implement. A water heater should be flushed annually to keep it working efficiently and protect the 

quality of water being provided to the property. If there has been no water use for a 

week or more, it is recommended to run all the outdoor spigots for 3 to 5 minutes, 

then indoor faucets (hot and cold), before using the water. This will help to ensure 

that you do not use any stagnant water.                        

 We are proud to report that the City of Venice drinking water meets or exceeds all 

federal and state established water quality standards. Utilities staff work around the 

clock to ensure our customers and visitors are receiving safe quality drinking water.  

 For more information, please call the City Utilities Department at 941-480-3333. 
 

Shown above and below are fire hydrants being 

flushed. The below photo also shows the gauge to 

check the water pressure and a water sample being 

taken at the fire hydrant.  
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Venetian Parkway Water and Sanitary Sewer Relocation  

  The majority of residents within the Venetian Parkway Water and Sanitary Sewer Relocation Project limits have water and sanitary sewer mains that are lo-

cated in the rear of their lots, away from the road right of way. Many of the water and sewer mains are beyond their useful life, resulting in decreased water 

pressure and constricted sewer flow. Maintaining the mains, 

appurtenances, and meters requires City Utilities staff to en-

ter and potentially disturb residents' side and backyards. 

Properties within the project limits are located along Vene-

tian Parkway, Barbara Drive, Roberta Street, Hope Street, 

Lillian Street, Elaine Street, and Karen Drive. Approximately 

110 properties have been identified for replacement of ser-

vices for water or sanitary sewer, with many requiring both.  

Pictured to the right is a photo of the proposed area.    

 Project schedule: Construction plans are near completion 

and agreements with property owners for work on private 

property have been secured. The bidding phase is likely to 

begin by June 2019.                   

 Boil water notices: Some water shutdowns will be neces-

sary to perform the work. As a precautionary measure, boil 

water advisories are required when an interruption in ser-

vice causes customers to have low or no water pressure. Ad-

visories are provided via a door hanger to affected proper-

ties. Notices are posted on the City’s website, 

www.venicegov.com, and entered into the CodeRed emer-

gency notification system; additional information about 

CodeRed can be found on page 19 of this newsletter.    

 For additional information specific to your property, con-

tact Cynthia Fitzpatrick, Utilities Project Coordinator, at 941-

882-7290. 
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AROUND TOWN 

Above, little 

Gavin visited the 

Police Depart-

ment with his 

family in March 

and got a special 

tour! Above, 

with Chief Tom 

Mattmuller and 

Officer Artem 

Lyashenko; at 

left, with Officer 

Paul Freeman.  

Kat Harring, City of Venice Stormwater Engineering Research Analyst (at far left in 

green), along with reps from other municipalities in Sarasota County, accepted a 

proclamation in Sarasota County Commission chambers March 13 for Flood Aware-

ness Week, which kicked off March 9.  
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AROUND TOWN 

The 15th annual 

Venice Florida 

Corvettes “A 

Vette Together” 

car show was held 

March 17 in Cen-

tennial Park.  

Photo:                  

Venice MainStreet 

Above, the weekend of March 16, VPD Officer Nicole Ostroski 

helped push a vehicle across an intersection to a safe location so 

the occupants, pictured here, could jump the battery.  

Columbus ship replicas 

the Niña and Pinta 

cruised into Venice via 

the Jetty inlet on March 

18. The ships were 

docked at Fisherman’s 

Wharf Marina until their 

departure March 24 and 

were open to the public 

for tours.          

Photos: left, Victoria 

Dietz; right, Venice    

Aerial Photography 
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AROUND TOWN 

Architectural historian Sebastian Liseo leads a Grand Homes Walking Tour in downtown     

Venice March 7 near City Hall. The 90-minute tours are held Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. and         

are packed with interesting info. Cost is $20 per person. For reservations, email                                  

vmuseum@venicegov.com or call 941-486-2487.  

The annual 

Venice Book 

Fair & Writers 

Festival was 

held March 16 

in a new loca-

tion, West 

Blalock Park. 

Photo: Venice 

Book Fair & 

Writers Festival 

Public Works Mainte-

nance staff have re-

placed 5 failed solar 

lights at Marina Park, 

301 E. Venice Ave. 

They have been re-

placed with LED fix-

tures, providing much 

better light quality 

than the old models. 

In addition, Sarasota 

County has replaced 

all the parking lot 

lights at the Train De-

pot with LED fixtures. 
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AROUND TOWN 

Venice Police enjoyed 

breakfast with Aston Gar-

dens residents March 20. 

From  top, Officer Andy 

Wentworth, Officer David 

Creasy, Lt. Todd Resch and 

Sgt. Aleksander Gregoire. 

Scott Lott with Public Works Parks assists in the refur-

bishment of the Ed Miller Bridge at the Public Works 

facility on Seaboard Avenue. John Parrish, Chase Ban-

yas and Jeff Steele also worked on the project. Miller, 

a longtime Solid Waste employee, passed away after a 

battle with pancreatic cancer. 
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AROUND TOWN 

Under the direction of range mas-

ters Sgt. Keith Quick (pictured 

above) and Sgt. Eugene Frangioni, 

18 VPD officers participated in  

firearms training March 12 at the 

Waymire building in Wellfield Park.                 

Photos: Alan Bullock  

Bicycle Pedestrian 

Coordinator Darlene 

Culpepper takes a 

break during the 

March 13 City Bike 

Ride for a selfie with 

participants at  

Humphris Park at 

the South Jetty. 

Engineering staff 

celebrated Pi Day 

(3.14) on March 14. 

Back row, City Engi-

neer Kathleen 

Weeden, Adminis-

trative Coordinator 

Tina Caron, and 

Stormwater Engi-

neer Steven Berens; 

front row, Storm-

water Engineering 

Research Analyst 

Kat Harring and 

Assistant City Engi-

neer Alex Boudreau. 
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Sea turtles & lighting — what you should know 

 

Continued on page 41 

 Sea turtle nesting season on the Gulf Coast of Florida runs from May 1 to Oct. 31. Sea turtles laid a 

total of 480 nests on Venice beaches in 2018, according to data provided by Mote Marine Laboratory 

in Sarasota. Sea turtles emerge at night and follow dim, natural light to return to the Gulf waters .  

 Artificial lights that shine onto a nesting beach can draw turtle hatchlings away from the water and 

off the beach, where they have a slim chance of survival, according to information provided by the 

Sea Turtle Conservancy. These lights can lead them into roads, swimming pools and other danger 

zones, while causing them to exhaust their energy stores. Beach lights can also scare away females 

crawling ashore to nest.                                        

 Like many of Florida’s coastal communities, the City of Venice has a lighting ordinance requiring 

residents to turn off beachfront lights during sea turtle nesting season. You should also avoid using 

flashlights, lanterns or flash photography while on the beach at night.                 

 Residents should go out to the beach at night and identify what lights on their property are visible 

from the beach. If the lights are not needed for safety, simply turn them off. If the lights cannot be 

turned off, shield, redirect or lower the height of the lights so they are no longer visible from the 

beach.                                                                             

 Replace problematic lights with turtle-friendly fixtures designed to direct light where you need it and away from the beach (see page 41 for examples). Use 

red or amber LED bulbs (which are less disruptive to nesting sea turtles and hatchlings) in shielded, downward directed turtle-friendly fixtures. You should also 

replace high-pressure sodium vapor lights with low-pressure sodium lights.  Reduce interior lighting problems by applying window tint at a 15% light trans-

mittance level, or close opaque curtains of blinds after dark to reduce the amount of visible light on the beach. Only light for safety, and avoid decorative or 

uplights during the nesting and hatchling season.                                                       

 City of Venice Code Enforcement Officer George Nixon will be walking the beachfronts at night prior to the start of the season to look for any potential 

lighting violators.  Nixon also reminds residents and visitors to our beaches to make sure to remove all items such as beach chairs and trash — in which sea tur-

tles can become entangled — from the beach at night. People should also fill in holes and knock down sand castles to make the beach safer for sea turtles.  

 If you encounter a nesting turtle or hatchlings on the beach, remain quiet and observe from a distance. Never encourage a turtle to move while nesting or 

pick up hatchlings that have emerged and are heading for the water.                                               

 If you see lights shining on Venice beaches during nesting season, contact George Nixon in Code Enforcement at 941-882-7436. If you see a sea turtle or 

hatchling in danger, call the Mote Marine Sea Turtle Program at 941-388-4331 or the Venice Police Department at 941-486-2444.     

Loggerhead sea turtle hatchlings. 
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Fire Dept. collecting supplies for Hurricane Michael victims 
 Venice firefighters are collecting supplies for those who were impacted by 
Hurricane Michael last year. The firefighters are working with the United Ca-
jun Navy to assist those still in need in Cottondale, Fla., and surrounding com-
munities. There are still a reported 1,100 people without power. VFD’s goal is 
to continue to support those in need and assist them during these difficult 
times.                                   
 Supplies can be dropped off at Fire Station 2, 200 N. Grove St., Venice; or 
Fire Station 3, 5300 E. Laurel Rd., Venice.    

Items needed are:                 

 Nonperishables, canned and boxed foods 

 Drinks of all kinds 

 Snacks, pudding, protein bars, jerky, etc. 

 Contractor trash bags 

 Large trash bags 

 Paper towels 

 Toilet paper 

 Mold killer 

 Lysol, disinfectants, brooms, buckets, mops  

 Laundry soap, dish soap  

 Brushes, razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant 

 Dry shampoo, regular shampoo and conditioner 

 Walkers, canes 

 Elderly supplies, Depends 

 Advil, Band-Aids, adult cold medicine 

 Air mattresses, new pillows, blankets  

 Donated clothing has to be new (it can be without tags), for kids and sen-
iors all ages and sizes  

 Building supplies, generators, grills, tools, batteries, solar lights, flash-
lights, bug spray 

 Baby diapers, wipes, children’s cold medicine 

 Candles 

 Gift cards for big box stores like Walmart, or prepaid Visa cards 

 Any monetary donations should be in check form, made out to “Venice 
Firefighters Benevolent Fund.” In the memo line, please write “For Hurri-
cane Michael Relief.”  

 If anyone would like to donate a card and put in a few words for a family in 
need — let them know that you’re thinking of them and give them a little in-
spiration —  they would love this too!  
 The United Cajun Navy Inc. is a regis-
tered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Therefore, 100% of your donation is  
tax-deductible. Please use the EIN 
number 82-5013897 to claim your tax 
donation. The United Cajun Navy is 
also looking for volunteers to travel to 
the area and assist with the moving of 
debris. Those interested in doing so 
may contact Venice Fire Chief Shawn 
Carvey via email at scarvey@venicegov.com 

mailto:scarvey@venicegov.com


Venice Performing Arts Center                                   
1 Indian Ave.                                                                 
941-480-3191     

www.veniceperformingartscenter.com 

 “Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind”     
April 6-7, April 12-14 

 “Venice Chorale: In the Land of the Living”     
April 16 

 “Venice Concert Band: Happily Ever After”      
April 22 

    “VHS Spring Concert Series”          
April 23, April 30, May 2, May 7 

  “Venice Symphony: American Roots”       
April 26-27 

      “Timeless Country”            
June 29 

          “All-American Boys Choir”             
July 27 

       

 

Venice Art Center                                        
390 Nokomis Ave. S.                                                       

       941-485-7136                               
  www.veniceartcenter.com      

    “Still Life/Still Life Collaboration”        

April 5-May 3 

 “South Sarasota County School Show”    

 May 7-17 

      “Wide Open Spaces”       

 May 24-June 21 

       “Totally Natural”         

 June 28-Aug. 9 

 

 

 

Venice Theatre                                                       
140 Tampa Ave. W.                                                                   

941-488-1115                                            
www.venicestage.com 

       “Disenchanted”           
March 22-April 14 

      “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”           
April 12-28 

  “Eric Watters: Some Kind of Wonderful”      
April 15 

            “Race”               
April 26-May 12 

     “Honk: Ugly Duckling Musical”        
May 10-19 

      “24th Annual Loveland Show”       
 May 30-June 2 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 

Next ride is April 10! 



COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 



COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 



        WATERING RULES                                                                     
 City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns 
one day per week:                                                                              
 Even addresses on Tuesdays                                                                                       
 Odd addresses on Thursdays                                                                                     
 Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2 
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed 
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.                                                                                        
 Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other 
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.                                       
 New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irriga-
tion can occur any time of day on the day of installation, 
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up 
to 60 days.                                                                                                    
 There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure wash-
ing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A 
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and 
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encour-
aged. 

 To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.                             

 In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button, 

find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on 

Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking 

on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress” to stream live.         

 They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19 

(Comcast Channel 19; Frontier Channel 32).  

Watch city meetings 
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Venice makes ‘Best Beaches’ listing 
 Venice, Fla., has made a list of 13 Best Beaches on Florida’s Gulf Coast 

by digital travel magazine Trips to Discover.            

 “Venice is an underrated Gulf destination in Florida, offering plenty of 

opportunities to enjoy water sports, fishing and boating, but this small 

town is famous for something entirely different,” the listing reads. 

“Take a walk along its shores and discover unique souvenirs — a collec-

tion of fossilized shark’s teeth that have washed up on its pearly white 

beaches. Afterwards, explore the historic downtown area and admire 

the beautiful architecture, browse through the boutiques and dine at 

local seafood restaurants.”                     

 Read the full article by going to: https://www.tripstodiscover.com/

best-beaches-on-floridas-gulf-coast 

https://www.tripstodiscover.com/underrated-beaches-on-the-gulf-coast-of-florida/
https://www.tripstodiscover.com/best-beaches-on-floridas-gulf-coast
https://www.tripstodiscover.com/best-beaches-on-floridas-gulf-coast

