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Teens at the helm for Student Government Day
The City of Venice 2019 Student Government Day was
held Wednesday, April 17, with
19 Venice High School students
playing the roles of Mayor,
Council, charter officers and
City staff.
After a welcome by City
Manager Ed Lavallee in Council
chambers, students paired up
with a government official or
staff member to shadow them
for a few hours and learn more
about their work. Students
enjoyed a pizza and salad
lunch, then participated in a
mock City Council meeting led
From left, VHS students Joey Williams, Thomas Wildermuth and Katie Nguyen take on the
by “Mayor” Thomas Wilderroles of Vice Mayor, Mayor and Council Member, respectively, during Student Government
muth.
Day in this photo taken by student Jack Irvin, who played the part of the City Public InforAssisted by department di- mation Officer.
rectors, students made
presentations before “Council,” who peppered them with questions, then voted on project proposals.
Willow O’Toole and Gavin Lionetti, playing the parts of Fire Chief and Deputy Fire Chief, requested the addition of a
civilian position of Public Outreach & Training Manager. The person would install car seats, teach CPR in schools, and
have a lot of community involvement, Gavin said.

City Clerk Lori Stelzer
City Attorney Kelly Fernandez

To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401.

Continued on page 2
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Teens, from page 1

“We wouldn’t have to send Fire Department personnel out there, so we would be saving money
instead of spending,” Willow added.
“Just to be clear, what you’re asking for is
$45,000 to pay the person to do these trainings?”
asked “Council Member” Tre Harris.
“Yes, annually,” Gavin replied. “But can you
really put a price on safety?”
Council agreed to the new Fire position, but a
proposal from the IT Department to implement
new on-street security monitors for $4 million —
although at times hilarious — did not.
“The ‘Cyberdyne T-800’ are self-awareness devices that police intersections and stop offenders,”
said Nicholas D’Aituo, playing the part of IT Director alongside actual City IT Director Christophe St.
Luce, who introduced himself as Assistant IT Director. An image of a ‘Terminator’-type robot flashed
on the screen, to much laughter.
“At $1 million each, we’re requesting 4 initial
monitors that would be deployed along West Venice Avenue from Harbor Drive south to 41.”
Then the Council screens displayed a street map.
“Just imagine a Cyberdyne T-800 security monitor
at these star locations, welcoming visitors, protecting them from those who would do bad
things,” Nicholas continued. When asked by Council what crime has caused the robots to be a necessity, Nicholas responded, “Any type of crime. We
got a tip from the police they need help. (The
Cyberdynes) are humans in robot form; they can
do anything we do.”
“In the first version we tested a few cars got
crushed, but with these versions, they’re much
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kinder and gentler,” Christophe added.
Asked if they are waterproof, Nicholas said, “Of
course,” with Christophe
adding, “bulletproof, laser
proof, radiation proof.”
How do you stop them if
one acts up? Council asked.
“Just turn them off,” Nicholas replied. “There’s an app
for that,” Christophe said.
“So just to clarify — you
want 4 million dollars to put
robots on the street of a city
with an extremely low crime
rate,” Council Member Tre Nicholas D’Aituo, left, plays the part of IT director alongside actual City IT Director
deadpanned. “Then the
Christophe St. Luce during a mock City Council meeting. See more photos, page 3
crime rate would drop to
ment grants, commercials, track leasing for special
zero,” Christophe emphasized.
When it came time for the vote, the nays had it. events, and ticket sales. But once again, the project died when only Mayor Thomas supported it.
“Maybe for a little bit of a lower price,” Mayor
Finally, Clara Mogford, who took on the role of
Thomas told the two.
Another highlight was “Finance Director” Samuel City Manager, proposed the creation of an annual
Theis, who proposed a $270 million Formula 1 Cir- holiday in Venice to commemorate the founding
cuit in Venice. The complex would have a 3.6-mile- of the City.
“On May 15 each calendar year, City offices,
long track for Formula 1 cars racing on it at speeds
public schools, and other public institutions will
of up to 210 mph.
“It can be outsourced for other events as well,” close for normal business in celebration of the holiday event,” Clara read from the proposed resoluSamuel said. “We would need 1,000 acres, and
tion. “A civic celebration and formal public cerewe’re looking at either the Festival Grounds or
land east of I-75. Operating costs would be $18.5 mony will be held on the grounds of City Hall to
recognize the organizers, founders, and builders of
million annually, including staffing and hosting
the City,” and include a seagull mascot.
events.”
Enthused at having a day off from school, the
Sources of possible revenue, Samuel said, could
include private funding and sponsorships, govern- mock Council passed the proposal.
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT DAY
Venice High students learned about the innerworkings of municipal government April
17. Clockwise from below, Council Member Bob Daniels with Joey Williams and Katie
Nguyen; Thomas Wildermuth plays the part of Mayor; Jack Irvin, taking on the PIO role,
takes pictures downtown; Kileigh Rice makes a presentation during the mock Council
meeting as City Engineer Kathleen Weeden looks on; City Clerk Lori Stelzer shows
Trishna Patel the ropes. See more photos, page 4
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT DAY
Clockwise from below, Mya Fraser, at right, participates in a mock City Council meeting with fellow
VHS students; teens enjoy a pizza and salad lunch with staff; Finance Director Linda Senne with Samuel Theis; Gavin Lionetti and Willow O’Toole get a ride in a ladder truck bucket at Fire Station 1; Police
Chief Tom Mattmuller and Officer Tyler Majka show Jillian Alexander around the station.
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Public Works — it starts here

National Public Works Week falls this year on May 19-25. Pictured are some of the members of the City of Venice’s Public Works, Utilities and Engineering departments —
all who have Public Works-related roles — in a photo taken April 10 in Legacy Park. See related story, page 8
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Public Works, Utilities staff keep City running
The City of Venice employs 65 Public Works and 73 (when fully staffed) Utilities
workers. Public Works staff includes Solid Waste/Recycling, Parks, Maintenance and
Fleet, and Historical Resources. Utilities includes employees at both the water production and water reclamation plants.
“The Public Works Department is the heart and soul of our magnificent City,” said
Public Works Director James Clinch. “The day-in and day-out efforts of these employees keep our City maintained in excellent condition. They keep our residents and visitors safe and support a healthy economy by creating an overall beautiful place to call
home. The efforts of these workers many times go unnoticed, as they work behind
the scenes to make Venice one of the most beautiful cities in the country. We could
not do it without them and we are truly grateful for their commitment to this profession.”
The Public Works Parks and Maintenance departments have many responsibilities
throughout the city, according to Assistant Director Ricky Simpson. The Parks department is responsible for more than 30 parks varying in size, takes care of right-of-way
mowing, median landscaping, irrigation, maintenance and oversight of more than

James Clinch, Kevin Barrett (in background) and Mark Botelho with Public

7,000 trees, and trash removal of City-placed trashcans. Employees also maintain the

Works during the Flamingo Ditch deteriorated structure removal last year.

Children's Fountain in Centennial Park — keeping it to swimming pool standards —

National Public Works Week is May 19-25, 2019.

along with all the other fountains throughout the City.
The Maintenance department has multiple sections, including facilities maintenance, carpenter shop, sign technician, roadside maintenance crew and
stormwater crew. The facilities maintenance section oversees all City facilities and over 600 city street lights. The carpenter shop builds all the City benches,
trashcans and picnic tables in the parks system by hand, in addition to taking care of minor construction needs throughout the City. The sign technician
maintains all City street signs, as well as sets up maintenance of traffic and road barricades for special events. The roadside maintenance crew is responsible
for sidewalk issues, road hazards, asphalt repairs and many other miscellaneous duties throughout the City. The stormwater crew maintains City right-ofway ditches and drainage, along with street sweeping.
Continued on page 9
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Public Works, from page 8

One of Scott Marra’s
responsibilities as an
Irrigation Technician
with Public Works is to
maintain the Children’s

Fountain in Centennial
Park.

Joe Misak, pictured
here with his truck, is
Mechanical Systems
Supervisor with Solid
Waste.

“Public Works continues to put out top-quality work with a positive
attitude,” Simpson said. “I am very honored to work with so many
dedicated and hardworking team members.”
The Solid Waste and Recycling Department collects items six days a
week, according to Superintendent Bob Moroni. These services range
from automated and manual waste collection to recycling, yard
waste, bulk yard waste, bulk waste, construction and demolition.
Here’s a breakdown:
* 20 employees
* 10,000 single-family homes — garbage, recycling and yard waste
* 850 dumpsters — a combination of garbage and recycling
* 2,000 recycling cans a week
* 55 roll-offs pulled weekly
* 50 piles of bulk yard waste and bulk garbage weekly
“We also supply almost all of the solid waste and recycling services
for all of the special events in town,” Moroni said. “All of our collections comply with state and local requirements. We maintain our rolloffs and dumpsters.”
About 85% of City residents are now on automated waste collection, with the exception of Bay Indies, Venice Bay manufactured
home park, and a few other smaller areas that will eventually also be
converted.
“It makes us more efficient and frees up employees to do other
things,” Moroni said of automated collection, adding the department
has gone from 20 routes to 18. Single-stream recycling is also on the
horizon.
“All of our collectors work tirelessly to keep the City of Venice beautiful and clean,” Moroni said. “They care about the constituents. They
treat them like grandparents. That’s what we want.”
The services provided by the Utilities Department, which include
both drinking water and wastewater, are essential to the health,
economy, comfort and environment of the City of Venice, says Director Javier Vargas.
Continued on page 10
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Public Works, from page 9

Utilities produces about 2.5 million gallons of drinking water daily by treating
groundwater with a reverse-osmosis process. The water reclamation facility utilizes
advanced treatment technologies to transform wastewater into clean, reusable water for irrigation — about 3.4 million gallons a day, including flows from Sarasota
County.
The utility sector is vulnerable to many types of threats, such as natural disasters
or man-made incidents that may disrupt normal operations. Disruptions to these
services can impact communities in many ways, such as limiting the availability of
water for firefighting and essential health-care functions, as well as providing potable water for drinking and sanitation purposes. The consequences from an incident
to the community will be reduced the faster these services can return to normal.
“Utilities workers are the backbone of our community,” said Assistant Utilities Director John Monville. “They ensure that we have desirable drinking water and functioning sewer systems 24/7, 365 days a year, and they do so while staying within the
guidelines that are set by our governing bodies. Every single hour of every day there
are licensed operators at both
the water and wastewater
treatment plants to keep them
running properly. There are
also multiple Utilities employees on call to deal with Utilities
issues that arise anywhere in
the City.”
Continued on page 11

At left, Utilities staff Ron Peyton, Instrumentation & Control
Specialist, and John Short, Utility Mechanic, work to test and
replace a submersible pump at
lift station 57. Right, Public
Works, Utilities and Engineering
employees have some fun at the
group photo shoot in April at
Legacy Park.
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Public Works, from page 10

The Engineering/Stormwater Team includes the City Engineer, Assistant City
Engineer, Stormwater Engineer, Stormwater/Engineering Research Analyst,
Stormwater Crew Leader with four crew members, Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator and Administrative Coordinator.
Management of stormwater system is important to prevent flooding and to

improve water quality or stormwater runoff prior to discharge. Duties of the department also include beach renourishment to protect infrastructure from storm
surge damage, floodplain management, and capital project design and construction. Qualified staff can also advise your flood zone and offer recommendations
for improvements that can be done to minimize your risk of flooding.
Said City Engineer Kathleen Weeden: “Our dedicated Stormwater and Engineering staff continually work together with Public Works and Utilities to find
ways to improve public facilities and protect our citizens from the impacts of

stormwater.”

John Monville,
now Assistant
Utilities Director,
and Engineering

Stormwater Technician Ryan Burns
dig out the Flamingo Ditch after
a storm event in
2016.
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City staff competes at State Road-E-O in Daytona
Venice Public Works and Utilities employees participated in the State Road-E-O competition
for heavy equipment operators, part of the American Public Works Association Conference
the week of April 15 in Daytona Beach.
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Venice Fire to take over EMS from Sarasota County
City Council voted April 23 to give notice to Sarasota County that the City
intends to terminate the interlocal agreement with the County for the provision of Emergency Medical Services (EMS). The interlocal agreement specifies
that termination may occur one year from the date of notification.
Converting the management and operation of EMS to the Venice Fire Department will enhance fiscal and operational efficiency, according to City Manager Ed Lavallee. Under single leadership, the Fire Department will have greater opportunities for cross training of personnel, flexibility in scheduling, and
professional career development.
Under the current model, Sarasota County provides emergency medical response via paramedic-staffed rescue units staged at each of the three Venice
Fire stations. Venice Fire provides support for rescue calls from engine companies located at the respective stations. Engine company personnel are trained
emergency medical technicians. Paramedics are certified to provide Advanced
Life Support (ALS) treatment of patients. Emergency Medical Technicians
(EMTs) are trained to perform basic life support service.

According to Fire Chief Shawn Carvey, among the advantages of the City
assuming responsibility for EMS will be an upgrading of personnel response
capability. All engine companies as well as the 3 rescue units will be staffed by
paramedic-level personnel, doubling the first-responder units with the higher
level of medical service training. Based on emergency response data analysis,
paramedic-level personnel will arrive at the scene of an emergency call an
average of 3 minutes faster than the current condition.
No new additional costs for the taxpayer are expected, Carvey stated. EMS
is funded through transport fees that are billed to the user, and ad valorem
taxes. City residents currently pay a .66 mill to Sarasota County for EMS services. Venice would roll that .66 mill into the City’s tax bill, so current costs
would remain the same. (A mill is the amount of tax payable per dollar of the
assessed value of a property.)
Venice Fire staff will work with County Fire staff to hammer out the transition phase. When the service is fully operational, Venice will have 24 Firefighter/Paramedics employed to improve operational deployment.

Fishing Pier rehab to start May 13; public info session is May 6
Venice Municipal Fishing Pier rehabilitation is scheduled to start on Monday, May 13. The project includes removal and replacement of all the deck and railing material with longer-lasting IPE
wood, replacement of the pole lighting fixtures with sea turtle-friendly under handrail lights, and
related improvements.
The pier rehabilitation will start with demolition seaward from the bait shop on Monday, May
13. During the initial phase, public access will be limited to the southern half of the pier between
the entrance and the bait shop. Once demolition is complete in the initial phase, the remainder
of the pier will be closed completely until reconstruction is complete. Work will be conducted
Monday through Saturday from approximately 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. for an estimated 90 days.
A public informational meeting will be held at 9 a.m. Monday, May 6 under the canopy on
the south side of Sharky’s restaurant near the Venice Municipal Fishing Pier at 1600 S. Harbor
Dr., Venice, FL 34285. For further information, please contact the City Engineering Department
at 941-882-7411.
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Land cleared for new Public Safety Facility
Construction manager Ajax/Tandem Construction began
initial clearing for the new City of Venice Public Safety Facility
on April 8 and will continue over the next month to clear, excavate and grade in preparation for the foundations, according to Detective Sergeant Rob Goodson, Venice Police Department representative for the project.
The site is located on 10 acres at 1575 E. Venice Ave. The
$17.6 million project is mostly funded through a $16 million
public safety bond approved by City voters in November
2016. The facility will be 31,421 square feet and hardened to
withstand a Category 5 hurricane with winds in excess of 157
mph. In the event of a hurricane, it will turn into an Emergency Operations Center for City staff.
Expected completion is August 2020.

Photos above
and at right
showing cleared
land for the new
Venice Public

Safety Facility
on East Venice
Avenue. Far
right, the construction sign
for the project
was installed
April 30.

May 2019

Page 15

Venice City E-News

May 2019

Celebration held at Pinebrook Park
The Friends of Pinebrook Park and the City of Venice held a
Pinebrook Park Celebration Walk the morning of April 4 to commemorate the rezoning of the public park at 1251 Pinebrook Road and
unveil new signage, at right. Around 100 showed up to celebrate and
take a 1.5-mile guided walk through the park’s fitness trails.

Above, Kathy Eiferle of Friends of Pinebrook Park and Public Works
Director James Clinch unveil the new sign.
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All but one City park adopted in program
Local organizations, including nonprofits, schools and businesses, are volunteering their time to clean and
beautify Venice parks through the City Adopt-a-Park program. The City thanks these hard-working volunteers
for their efforts and civic pride!
All parks in the program have been adopted with the exception of the Granada Nolen Green pocket park. If
you or your group is interested in adopting this park and needs more information, go to
www.venicegov.com/government/public-works/parks or call Tricia Matero, Public Works Administrative Coordinator, at 941-882-7362.
On April 23, Council voted to have staff explore the possibility of Adopt-a-Road and Adopt-a-Beach programs with Sarasota County as well.
Staff and students with Student Leadership
Academy, which adopted Centennial Park,
perform a cleanup there in March.

Sarasota County hosting Water Quality Summit June 5
Sarasota County will host a free and open to the public Water Quality Summit from 1-6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 5. The summit, which will be in the
Riverview High School auditorium, 1 Ram Way, Sarasota, is an effort to bring the community together with organizations working to protect area watersheds
and to learn about science and actions occurring locally.
The summit's goal is to enhance the community's understanding of local and state efforts to address water quality issues. The summit will focus on the
science of water quality and current local and state government programs and policies. It will also address ways the community can make a difference with
suggestions for individuals, businesses and neighborhoods.
"Water quality is a priority issue both locally and across the state," said Lee-Hayes Byron, director of Sarasota County UF/IFAS Extension and Sustainability.
"We look forward to this opportunity for discussion with our residents and businesses who care so deeply about our local waters."
Seating is limited and registration is required. For additional details about the summit and to register, visit scgov.net/waterqualitysummit or call the Sarasota County Contact Center at 941-861-5000.
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Storage shelves installed at LARC building
There’s progress at the new
LARC (Dale Laning and Julia
Cousins Laning Archives & Research Center) across from the
Venice Museum & Archives.
State-of-the-art, high-density
mobile shelving units have
been installed and the first
wave of boxes moved from the
second story of the Venice Museum to their new home at the
LARC at 224 Milan Ave. This is a
huge upgrade to the VMA’s
professional museum archival
storage, and Historical Resources staff could not be more
thankful for the opportunity.
When the building is completed, it will allow the Historical
Resources Dept. to gather the
city’s historical collection in one
location. Due to concerns about
the collection straining the second floor of the Museum’s Triangle Inn, it was relocated in
December 2015 to three different locations. The Lanings’ $1
million donation through the
Gulf Coast Community Foundation funded the Milan Avenue
building’s purchase and renovation, as well as refurbishments
to the Triangle Inn.

Below, VMA intern Nicholas Ciavolella and collections volunteer
Laura Scott help move and organize archival boxes onto Spacesaver shelving units in the LARC building.
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Twenty graduate from 6th Citizens Police Academy

Above, Citizen
Academy grads; at
right, graduation at
the Venice Yacht
Club, with VPD
Master Police
Officer Paul Joyce
providing comic
relief, far right.

The Venice Police Department held the 6th session of its
Citizens Police Academy from
Feb. 6-March 30. Classes were
held on Tuesday afternoons.
Twenty students completed
and graduated on March 30 at
the Venice Yacht Club.
The Citizens Police Academy
is a free interactive learning
opportunity for Venice citizens
to learn about crime scene
processing, defensive tactics
use, canine operations, and
driving under the influence. Agency history, police
vehicle and vessel ride-alongs,
firing an agency weapon,
emergency preparedness, patrol operations and crime scene investigations are also covered. The Academy is a vital
tool to educate, connect and
give back to our community.
Dates for the next Academy
are not scheduled at this time;
however, the 7th CPA begins in
February 2020 and will run for
approximately 8 weeks. Check
the City website,
www.venicegov.com, in October for details.
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Sign up for CodeRED phone notifications
Hurricane season starts June 1 — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and
social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outag-

es, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and
after Hurricane Irma in September 2017, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out. Hurricane season runs from June 1-Nov. 30 in Florida.
The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a
warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost.
The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road
closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search
bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the following numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.
Things to know about CodeRED
CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY
devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.
Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety

app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted
geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.
If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to
receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.
For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Surrounded by fellow Public Works employees, his wife Karen and Public Works

Director James Clinch, Heavy Equipment Operator Andy Spafford accepts his
retirement certificate from Mayor John Holic at the April 9 City Council meeting.
Andy retired from the City after 26 1/2 years of service.
Mayor John Holic shakes hands with Mitzi Howard, a Prevention Educator
with the Child Protection Center, after reading a proclamation April 9 recognizing the month of April 2019 as "Child Abuse Prevention Month."

Council Member Mitzie Fiedler reads a proclamation April 9 recognizing the week of April 713, 2019 as "National Crime Victims' Week,"
presented to Victim Advocate Amber Haller and
Victim Advocate Coordinator Autumn Roppolo
with the Sarasota County Sheriff's Office.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
At right, surrounded by fellow Venice firefighters, Fire Chief Shawn Carvey and her
family, new VFD Firemedic Jessica Jones is
sworn in by Mayor John Holic during the

April 9 City Council meeting. Jessica is currently the department's only female firefighter. Below, Council Member Helen
Moore reads a proclamation April 9 naming
the week of April 22-28, 2019, "Paint the
Town Purple Week" for the American Cancer Society. The event kicked off the Venice
Relay for Life for cancer research April 2627 at the Airport Festival Grounds.

Phil Hamlin, right,
Donate Life Organizer Volunteer,
holds a proclamation presented to
him April 9 by Council Member Chuck
Newsom, left, recognizing the month
of April 2019 as
"Donate Life
Month." Phil is alive
today after receiving a donated liver
in January 2018.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Jerry Towery
thanks Mayor
John Holic and

Council April 9
after being
recognized for
his 28 years of
service on the
City of Venice
Planning Commission.

City Clerk Lori Stelzer holds a proclamation naming the week of
May 5-11, 2019, “50th Anniversary of Municipal Clerks Week,” presented to Lori and her staff by Mayor Holic during the April 23
Council meeting. Also pictured is Recording Secretary Mercedes
Barcia, Recording Secretary Adrian Jimenez, Records Manager Teri
Krabill and Deputy City Clerk Danielle Lewis.

Ed Lavallee, City Manager; John Banks, Utilities CIP Project Manager;
Javier Vargas, Utilities Director; and Len Bramble, Assistant City Manager; are recognized April 9 for receiving the Excellence in Engineering
Award for the City of Venice Water Main Replacement Phases 1-5 earlier this year. The award was given to the four at a banquet hosted by
the Florida Engineering Society, American Society of Civil Engineers,
American Public Works Association and Florida Water Environmental
Association.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Venice wouldn't be Venice without its army of volunteers,
and on April 9 these hard-working individuals from Venice
Museum & Archives, Venice Area Beautification Inc., Keeping Venice Beautiful, Venice's Urban Forest and Venice Area
Garden Club were honored in Council chambers. City Manager Ed Lavallee read a proclamation recognizing the week
of April 7-13, 2019 as “National Volunteer Week,” with copies
presented to all groups.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

City Council Member
Jeanette Gates reads
a proclamation naming the month of April
2019 “Sexual Assault
Awareness Month,”
presented during the
April 23 Council meeting to Cherie Hearsley,
Communications
Manager, Safe Place
and Rape Crisis Center
(SPARCC).

Public Works Director James Clinch thanks Mayor Holic, Council and Public Works staff
after receiving a proclamation naming April 26, 2019, “National Arbor Day” from Vice

AT YOUR SERVICE

Mayor Rich Cautero during the April 23 Council meeting. Assistant Public Works Director
Ricky Simpson looks on. The Department is responsible for the maintenance and over-

The following individuals have been appointed or reappointed by
Council to City boards and committees:
Sandra Petway was appointed to the Environmental Advisory
Board to serve a term from April 9, 2019, until March 31, 2022.
David Williams was reappointed to the Citizen Tax Oversight
Committee to serve a term from May 1, 2019, until April 30, 2023.
Jason Weaver was appointed to the Venice Housing Authority to
serve a term from May 1, 2019, until April 30, 2023.

sight of more than 7,000 trees in the City. Over 300 trees were recently planted as part of
the Downtown Venice Beautification Project.
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Water Main Replacement Program Phase 5 nearing completion
Project update: All new water main, fire hydrants, and valves have been installed to replace old and undersized water mains located in rear property
easements. The following is the majority of work on the Water Main Replacement Program Phase 5 scheduled during May.
Tie-in new water mains to existing system, abandonment of old water mains, asphalt and other right-of-way restoration. Two water main connections on
Nokomis Ave. S. at Miami Ave. W. and on Fairway Dr. at Guild Dr. Digging for abandonment of rear and side property water mains on Turin St. W., Riviera St.,
Nokomis Ave. S., The Rialto, Sovrano Rd., San Marco Dr. between Turin St. W. and San Marco Dr. and Golf Dr., Fairway Dr., and Pine Grove Dr. between S. Tamiami Tr. and Golf Dr.
Directional drilling of two service lines on S. Tamiami Tr. between Golf Dr. and San Marco Dr. Asphalt installation at the entire intersection of Turin St. W. and
Nokomis Ave. S. and both lanes at Verona St., including the northbound lane of Harbor Dr. S.
Relocate private water service lines and meters on private property and install applicable backflow protection, and connect. Various properties within the
project limits as described below. For information specific to your property, contact Cynthia Fitzpatrick, Utilities Project Coordinator, at 941-882-7290.
Boil water notices: Some water shutdowns will be necessary to perform the work. As a precautionary measure, boil water advisories are required wh en
an interruption in service causes customers to have low or no water pressure. Advisories are provided via a door hanger to affected properties. Notices are
posted on the City’s website and entered into the CodeRed emergency notification system; more information on signing up for CodeRed can be found on page
19 of this newsletter.
History: The City has many areas where water mains are aged, very tuberculated, undersized, and located in rear easements of
commercial and residential properties. Installing new replacement water mains and relocating associated service lines and meters to
the front or side rights of way allows City staff proper operation and maintenance of the distribution system.
Funding: A substantial portion of this phase is jointly funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) through the EPA Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Loan Program that is administered by the FDEP. The EPA’s loan programs operate around the country to provide states and communities the resources to maintain and improve the infrastructure that protects our valuable water resources nationwide. Phase 5 includes approximately 9,610 linear feet of new water
main, 160 water services and meters to be relocated, 36 valves, and 7 fire hydrants. The new water mains improve the integrity of the existing system, fire protection in many areas, customer water pressure and water quality. The project limits are roughly bordered by Turin St. W. to San Marco Dr. between Harbor
Dr. S. and Nokomis Ave. S., and Golf and Guild drives east of S. Tamiami Tr. on the island of Venice.
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Potassium is most common palm nutrient deficiency
Editor’s note: This article is the second of a three-part column on palms.
When you think of Florida, sandy beaches and palm trees are probably the first things that come to
mind. In this series of articles we are looking at some palm care issues. To review, last time we looked at
the two broadly defined nutrients types, major and minor. The important take-away from that discussion

is that major nutrients are mobile within the tree and minor nutrients are not.
When major nutrients are deficient in the soil, the palm can move these elements
from the oldest leaves to the bud for growth, whereas minor nutrients must
come from the soil and be present in the growth region when a palm needs them.
In the second part of this series we will look at two major nutrient deficiencies,
potassium (K) and magnesium (Mg).
The most common palm nutrient deficiency in Florida is potassium (K). Nearly
JIM YELVERTON
CITY ARBORIST

Yellow translucent spots typical of potassium deficiency
on the oldest leaves, above; curly brown leaflets also a

every palm in our area has some level of potassium deficiency. Potassium is easily symptom of potassium deficiency on the oldest leaves,
leached out of our sandy soil which means, for a steady supply, often fertilization below.
is needed. Because it is a major nutrient and mobile, potassium deficiency can
usually be identified first on the oldest leaves. If the soil levels are low, the palm

will draw the needed potassium from the oldest leaves. There are two unique symptoms that identify
potassium deficiency. If you stand under the tree and look up through the older leaves that are backlit by
a bright sky, the leaves may appear to be mottled with translucent yellow spots. Some species of palm
show no spots; instead, the edges or tips of the leaflets, usually near the ends of the leaf, will begin to
turn brown and curl. These symptoms can continue to expand from the oldest leaves up through the
crown if left untreated. It can be fatal in severe cases. Potassium deficiency can be easily confused with a
few other conditions, but what we can say is that most of our palms are deficient of potassium to some
degree.
Another very common nutrient deficiency is magnesium (Mg). Since it is a major nutrient and mobile it
also appears on oldest leaves first. If the magnesium levels are low in the soil the palm can draw on its reserves in the oldest leaves. What you look for here
are broad, bright yellow bands along the outside of the oldest leaves. Magnesium deficiency is fairly easy to identify because of where it is —the oldest leaves
Continued on page 27
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Venice Museums Day set for May 18
In honor of International Museum Day, three historic sites invite families to come explore the
rich historical resources these institutions provide to the community. In keeping with this year’s
theme of “Museums as Cultural Hubs: The Future of Tradition,” the Venice Museum & Archives/
Triangle Inn (VMA), Lord-Higel House and 1927 Historic Venice Train Depot are reaching out to
area residents and families outside of the historic area of Venice so they can discover these cultural hubs in our city. This free event, Venice Museums Day, takes place on Saturday, May 18 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Each site will be open and offer activities for the whole family. A free trolley shuttle
will run continuously between the three sites, allowing visitors to start at any site and get on and
off to visit each museum. The Venice Museum will offer mini golf, crafts, photo opportunities and
a shark rodeo. Venice Heritage Inc. will give tours of and provide information on the Lord-Higel
House and have period games and toys for kids to play with. The Venice Area Historical Society
will unveil their new circus arena model and offer a scavenger hunt, model trains and tours of the
depot.
The VMA, Venice Heritage and Venice Area Historical Society thank the Gulf Coast Community
Foundation and the Venice Gondolier for making this event free and open to the public.
Palm, from page 26

and the bright yellow color around the margins of the leaf. In severe cases, most of the leaves
A Canary Iswill be bright yellow around the margins so that the tree’s crown will appear to have a yellow land date palm
“halo.” This is very common in the Canary Island date and several of the fan leaf palms. It can with magnesium deficiency
be confused with potassium deficiency. The difference is that potassium deficiency appears
advancing
gradually from the base to the tip of the leaf and is more orange to bronze in color, whereas
from the oldest leaves up
magnesium is uniformly bright yellow around the margins and the center of the leaf will rethrough the
main green.
crown. Note
Next time we will take a look at a few less common deficiencies for landscape palms and a
the centers of
little pruning and how it relates to nutrition. Remember, please be careful with that fertilizer. the leaves are
still green.
For more information on palm nutrition, palm care and selection, visit http://
Photos:
gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/palms-and-cycads/.
University of
You can contact City Arborist Jim Yelverton at jyelverton@venicegov.com or 941-882-7433.
Florida IFAS
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Downtown Project: Nokomis Ave. sidewalks going in
Motorists should expect the intersection of Miami Avenue and Nokomis Avenue
closed for crews to complete underground work during Phase II of the Nokomis Avenue Underground Drainage Project. This intersection is anticipated to be closed intermittently through May. Miami Avenue from U.S. Business 41 to east of Nokomis
Avenue is open to local traffic during this work. The alley between W. Venice Avenue
and Miami Avenue is accessible from Nassau Street and from parking areas on the
north side of Miami Avenue. Motorists should also expect lane closures for work
throughout downtown.
Crews are completing the sidewalk on Nokomis Avenue between Tampa Avenue and
W. Venice Avenue. Next week, sidewalk work will continue along Nokomis Avenue from
W. Venice Avenue to the south.
The contractor has installed the majority of the underground storm drainage on
Nokomis Avenue, including the main trunk line. Crews continue working on remaining drainage, and installation of sidewalks, and curb and gutter. In the coming weeks, once underground work is completed, workers will begin to rebuild the
roadway.
Phase II-Nokomis Avenue work includes underground drainage installation,
roadway reconstruction, sidewalk and curb and gutter replacement, and utility
work. Phase II is estimated to be complete in July 2019.
This schedule is subject to change due to weather and unforeseen underground conditions.
For additional project information,
please contact Jennifer Dorning,
Project PIO, at 239-338-7723 or
jennifer.dorning@atkinsglobal.com.
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Ground broken for new hospital in Venice

The groundbreaking ceremony for the new Sarasota Memorial Hospital Venice was held
April 4 at Pinebrook and Laurel Roads. Construction is anticipated to start in mid-2019,
with the facility open to patients in the fall of 2021 (see artist rendering at right).
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SHARK’S TOOTH FISHING TOURNEY
The 17th Annual Shark's Tooth Fishing Tournament for Special Olympics was held April 11. Forty-three Special Olympics athletes
teamed up with 27 local boat captains, including area law enforcement, for a morning of catch-and-release fishing followed by lunch
at MarineMax. This inspiring event is organized every year by Master Police Officer Paul Joyce with the VPD Marine Unit.

More photos,
page 31
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SHARK’S TOOTH FISHING TOURNEY

More photos, page 32
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SHARK’S TOOTH FISHING TOURNEY

Clockwise from above, lunch
at MarineMax; Danny Nichols won a Raymarine Axiom
sonar unit and Ron Dixon
won a Yeti cooler in a drawing; Master Police Officer
Paul Joyce, pictured with

Officer Paul Freeman, was
presented with a flag signed
by boat captains and crew
members; Capt. Mel Babel
won a vessel safety kit.

May 2019
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Know the facts about sea turtles & lighting
Sea turtle nesting season on the Gulf Coast of Florida runs from May 1 to Oct. 31. Sea turtles laid a
total of 480 nests on Venice beaches in 2018, according to data provided by Mote Marine Laboratory
in Sarasota.
In Sarasota County, the first nests arrived this year before nesting season officially started. According to Mote data from April 21-27, sea turtles laid 8 nests from Longboat Key to Venice, with 2 of
those nests in Venice.
Sea turtles emerge at night and follow dim, natural light to return to the Gulf waters. Artificial
lights that shine onto a nesting beach can draw turtle hatchlings away from the water and off the
beach, where they have a slim chance of survival, according to information provided by the Sea Turtle Conservancy. These lights can lead them into roads, swimming pools and other danger zones,
while causing them to exhaust their energy stores. Beach lights can also scare away females crawling
ashore to nest.
Like many of Florida’s coastal communities, the City of Venice has a lighting ordinance requiring
residents to turn off beachfront lights during sea turtle nesting season. You should also avoid using
A nesting loggerhead sea turtle.
flashlights, lanterns or flash photography while on the beach at night.
Residents should go out to the beach at night and identify what lights on their property are visible from the beach. If the lights are not needed for safety,
simply turn them off. If the lights cannot be turned off, shield, redirect or lower the height of the lights so they are no longer visible from the beach.
Replace problematic lights with turtle-friendly fixtures designed to direct light where you need it and away from the beach (see page 34 for examples). Use
red or amber LED bulbs (which are less disruptive to nesting sea turtles and hatchlings) in shielded, downward directed turtle-friendly fixtures. You should also
replace high-pressure sodium vapor lights with low-pressure sodium lights. Reduce interior lighting problems by applying window tint at a 15% light transmittance level, or close opaque curtains or blinds after dark to reduce the amount of visible light on the beach. Only light for safety, and avoid decorative or
uplights during the nesting and hatchling season.
City of Venice Code Enforcement Officer George Nixon will be on the lookout for any potential lighting violators. Nixon also reminds residents and visitors to
our beaches to make sure to remove all items such as beach chairs and trash — in which sea turtles can become entangled — from the beach at night. People
should also fill in holes and knock down sand castles to make the beach safer for sea turtles. If you encounter a nesting turtle or hatchlings on the beach, remain quiet and observe from a distance. Never encourage a turtle to move while nesting or pick up hatchlings that have emerged and are heading for the water. If you see lights shining on Venice beaches during nesting season, contact George Nixon in Code Enforcement at 941-882-7436. If you see a sea turtle or
hatchling in danger, call the Mote Marine Sea Turtle Program at 941-388-4331 or the Venice Police Department at 941-486-2444.
Continued on page 34
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Short- and long-term bicycle storage tips
Proper care and maintenance are important for your bike, and storing it correctly will keep it in the best condition and extend the use you get out of it. Before deciding to store your bike in one place or another, check the condition of that area. Avoid leaving it in damp locations which can cause corrosion, especially to the bike chain. Heat and sun can cause plastic and rubber parts to degrade, become brittle or fade. Cold temperatures can reduce battery life in your
computer or electronic devices, so choose a location that is not subject to drastic temperature changes.

If space is at a premium, there are several options such as wall mounts, hooks, hoist storage and freestanding racks (see page 36
for examples). Wall mounts are great for small spaces and easy to put up. This solution isn’t ideal for heavier bikes, so always
check the weight allowance before using. Wall hooks are a simple, quick, easy and low-priced option to vertically store your bike by
securing the front wheel off the floor. If you don’t have any wall space, then it’s time to consider the hoist system, securing into
your ceiling with a pulley system to lift your bike up and out of the way. Of course, check your ceiling height. Freestanding racks can
be great if you have multiple bikes in your household. They usually require very little assembly but be sure to factor in the clearance
space you’ll need around it once the bikes are loaded.
DARLENE CULPEPPER

Here are a few tips to consider before storing your bike:

Tune-up before leaving. Before tucking your bike away for a long time of non-use, it is a good idea to get a tune-up. Dirt, mud and grime can cause corrosion on the bike’s frame and parts any time of the year, but more likely once it’s sitting for weeks or months at a time. Your local bicycle shop will make sure
all the cables and chains are properly lubricated and adjusted and tires inflated correctly.
Cover your bike. When storing for long periods of time, your bike can accumulate dirt and dust buildup. Small insects and spider webs can sti ck to the
bike chain and other oiled parts. This can interfere with the function of your gears and chains. The mechanisms can also be damaged from extreme hot or
cold, so cover with a tarp, cloth or bicycle cover before leaving.

Store upside-down. Avoid storing your bike with the wheels on bare concrete for long periods of time. It might draw moisture out of the rubber, causing
premature aging of the tires. Whether inside or outside, you should take the weight off the tires. Hang it on a bike rack or just put it upside down. Over time
the tubes deflate, so hanging or flipping the bike will prevent wheel damage.
Always give your bicycle a quick ride before storing it. You want to make sure you leave it clean, dry and in good operating order before you put it away for
any period of time.
Darlene Culpepper is the Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator for the City of Venice. Email her for more information at dculpepper@venice gov.com.

Page 36

BIKE STORAGE OPTIONS

Venice City E-News

May 2019

Page 37

Venice City E-News

‘Walk Your Wheels’ signs installed downtown
On Nov. 28, 2018, the Venice City Council adopted an ordinance (City Code Section 70-9) making it unlawful to ride a bicycle on sidewalks along the below
downtown street segments.
Bicycles must be walked on the below sidewalks, as well as skateboards and
scooters. Rollerskating and inline skating is also prohibited.


Venice Avenue from S. Tamiami Trail (Business 41) to Harbor Drive



Tampa Avenue from S. Tamiami Trail (Business 41) to Harbor Drive



Miami Avenue from S. Tamiami Trail (Business 41) to Harbor Drive



Nokomis Avenue from Tampa Avenue to Miami Avenue



Nassau Street from Tampa Avenue to Miami Avenue
It is legal for bicyclists to ride their bikes on these roadways, just not sidewalks.
“Walk your Wheels” signs have been posted downtown by Public Works staff.
For more information, please contact City Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator Dar-

lene Culpepper at dculpepper@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7448.

Like and Follow us on Facebook:
Venice, Florida Municipal Government
Like what you see? Please rate us 5
stars and leave us a review!
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Venice hosts Certified Local Government workshop
What’s historic? What can be done to preserve it? What resources exist to ensure that the unique and defining past of a community is not lost forever?
These and other questions were answered at a two-day workshop conducted April 8-9 by the Florida Division of Historical Resources at the Venice Community Center. The Regional Certified Local Government Historic Preservation Training was co-hosted by the City of Venice Division of Historical Resources and
the Venice Area Historical Society Historic Preservation Committee.
The Certified Local Government (CLG) program is administered by the National Park Service and the State Historic Preservation Office
“A CLG community is one recognized by federal and state government as having special expertise in historic preservation,” explained Megan W. McDonald,
certified local government coordinator for Florida. “The program’s goal is to link local, state and federal government in partnership that identifies, evaluates
and protects historic properties.
Being a CLG will open a wide range of opportunities and resources to Venice. The City will be able to apply for grants to aid in surveys, planning, education
and publication, and historical markers, among others. Other grants for the major restoration and rehabilitation of historic structures; archaeological research, including excavation of sites; museum displays that highlight the history of Florida; and the acquisition of a single historical property or archaeological
site are also available. CLGs are also offered technical assistance to ensure that development projects are in compliance with state and federal preservation
laws mandating consideration of a project’s impact on historic and archaeological properties. In addition, review of a local government’s comprehensive plan
for its historic preservation aspects is available.
Venice is currently on a path to be designated as a CLG. It has to have two key components — a historic preservation board and a historic preservation ordinance that complies with federal standards. The first criterion is already met, since the City has a Historic Preservation Board. The latter is “currently under
development and a draft is expected to be ready for review by this summer,” said Harry Klinkhamer, City Historical Resources Manager.
“Being a CLG will add a ‘home rule’ aspect to historic preservation, allowing us to review and comment on requests to add a site to the National Register of
Historic Places and applications for Ad Valorem tax reductions for historic properties,”
Klinkhamer added.
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Report city issues with just a few clicks
The City of Venice uses SeeClickFix platform, Venice Connect, which allows
citizens to quickly report various issues to City officials like potholes, roadside
junk, code violations, and traffic signal/
sign problems, to name a few.
SeeClickFix will assign your issue to the
appropriate department. Registered
SeeClickFix users will receive an email when there is an update and can also
come back to check the status of a submitted ticket at any time. It’s as easy as
that! With the free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, citizens are able to
provide City staff with a picture of the area and enter specific descriptions
about the issue which is valuable in getting the job done efficiently. In addition, the SeeClickFix platform provides City officials with a centralized issue
management system to monitor progress of submitted issues from creation to
resolution and also allows us to engage citizens throughout the process.
The City has been using SeeClickFix since 2016 and has processed over
1,955 issues. During the past few years, issues submitted on SeeClickFix have
helped the City handle exposed wires that needed immediate attention, roadside junk needing to be picked up, code violations, awareness of speeders in
residential areas, and having street lights fixed and/or replaced. You are our
eyes and ears and we value your assistance with maintaining the safety and
beauty of Venice.
Did you know?
When a ticket is submitted to SeeClickFix, it captures the location you are
in at the time of submission. As a result, please make sure that you are
providing the specific location of the issue being reported by either submitting
the issue at that exact location OR by entering the location address in the description of issue.
You can attach a photo when submitting your issue. Photos are incredibly
helpful to us here at the City. It allows us to quickly identify the problem area
being reported and ensure that work crews are safely being sent to the right
location.
The City works closely with the Sarasota County Contact Center, Florida
Power & Light (FPL) and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT).

Many times the City receives issues that fall under the jurisdiction of one of
these agencies. We can forward the issue submitted to us directly to Sarasota
County using the SeeClickFix app OR we personally reach out to FDOT and/or
FPL with matters that fall under their jurisdiction. Having effective communication with these agencies is key in making sure we continue to maintain the
safety of our citizens and guests in the City of Venice. In addition, we continue
to monitor and do follow ups with our counterparts to ensure these issues are
handled in a timely manner.
Important side note information
We do our best here at the City to ensure we handle all tickets promptly;
however, there are times that we may need sufficient time to complete certain requests. In addition, we do receive tickets that are “recommendations”
rather than something that needs to be fixed. Although we do value your recommendations, we are unable to keep the ticket open but have noted them
and have forwarded them to the appropriate department for their review.
City Hall is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, and we can be
reached at 941-486-2626.
If you have questions or need further assistance with the SeeClickFix website, please contact Shirley Gibson at 941-882-7439 or by email at
sgibson@venicegov.com
Law enforcement issues are considered an emergency nature and need to
be reported directly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. The nonemergency number is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be
reported at 941-486-2770. Animal concerns such as raccoons or coyotes
should NOT be entered into SeeClickFix. For more information on these issues, call the Wildlife Center of Venice at 941-484-9657 or Sarasota County
Sheriff’s Animal Services at 941-861-9500.
Sign me up!
SeeClickFix is available as an app for Android or iPhone. Select SeeClickFix
from your app store on your device. There is also a link to the program at the
top of the homepage on the City’s website, www.venicegov.com (above the
search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice
— Provided by Shirley Gibson
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL
On March 28, 26 members of Team KVB (Keep Venice
Beautiful) worked on the east side of Business 41 from
the Chamber of Commerce to the Circus Bridge, removing 15 truckloads of cuttings and 4 garbage bags
of litter.
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On April 4, 29 KVBers went to Service Club Park to
"dress" the palms, remove invasives, and de-litter.
Volunteers also planted Florida friendly and Florida
native plants in the area where the group had recently
taken out Brazilian pepper. Twelve truckloads of cuttings were removed. Thank you to all for your efforts!
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AROUND TOWN
A structure fire reported downtown
April 25 was extinguished prior to arrival of Venice firefighters by the kitchen
hood system at the El Patio Hotel.

The City held a driver
training course for employees April 23-24 at the
Airport Festival Grounds.
On April 23, the training
was led by Venice Police
Officer Andy Wentworth,
at right. At left, Al
Schudel, Airport Maintenance Technician, prepares to drive the course.
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AROUND TOWN

Participants in the April 10 6-mile City Bicycle Ride around the island of Venice, led by Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator Darlene Culpepper. Want to know more about cycling, from
the standpoint of both a rider and a vehicle driver? Darlene provides an educational component before each ride, and can answer your cycling questions! Join the group for the
next ride, set for 10 a.m. Wednesday, May 8. Just bring your bike and a helmet to City Hall.

On April 25, Brad Patton, Venice MainStreet Board of Directors, and Erin Silk, then VMS CEO, presented an appreciation plaque to Mayor John Holic for his many years of partnership. Photo: Venice MainStreet

Police staff were proud to attend the Child Protection Center’s
15th Annual Blue Ribbon Breakfast April 5. April is National Child
Abuse Awareness Month, and VPD detectives and Chief
Mattmuller proudly wore a blue ribbon pin to show their support.
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AROUND TOWN

Longtime Utilities Mechanic Brian Bettenhausen donates blood aboard the OneBlood bus March 27. The next City blood drive is 10-4 May 22 outside City Hall.

Have you checked out the
Venice Farmers Market
yet? It runs from 8 a.m. to
noon Saturdays through

Venice Police received a call

October on Avenue Des

April 7 that this fawn got

Parques, near City Hall.

separated from its mother

Photos: Venice

and was near a lake that has

Farmers Market

an alligator in it. Officer Bill
Kuchar responded to the
call, scooped up the little
guy, and with the help
of the Wildlife Center of
Venice, the fawn was medically cleared before being
reunited.
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AROUND TOWN

Public Works
staff recently
cleaned and repainted the
downtown entrance sign at
West Venice
Avenue and
Business 41.
Here, Dan Van
Acker works on

Sharky’s Ride the Beaches was held April 28, with 15-, 35– and

the sign.

70-mile routes for over 1,000 bicyclists. Photo: Wes Culpepper

The 10th Annual
Suncoast BBQ &
Bluegrass Bash
served up some
tasty eats March
29-30 at the Airport Festival
Grounds. Photo:
Shirley Gibson
At right is an aerial
view of the event.
Photo: BBQ &
Bluegrass Bash
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Hundreds of little
ones scrambled to
get eggs during
the Easter Eggstravaganza in
Centennial Park
April 20, presented
by Venice MainStreet and the
Venice Lions Club.

City Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson gets a crash course
on operating a bucket
truck April 10 at Legacy
Park from Airport
Maintenance Technician
Bill Ford before taking
the Public Works Week
photos of staff pictured
on pages 7 and 10 of this
newsletter.
The 27th Annual Shark’s Tooth Festival, a fundraiser for Special
Olympics, was held April 12-14 at the Airport Festival Grounds.
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Venice Museum to close temporarily for improvements
The Venice Museum & Archives will be temporarily closing on May 20 for installation of new doors and windows to the 1927 Triangle Inn building. Magnum Builders
and their subcontractors will be removing the doors and windows on all but the
south side of the building; those were replaced in 2017.
This project will require the deinstallation of several exhibits. Due to the need for
relocating exhibits and the nature of the construction work, the museum at 351
Nassau St. S. will be temporarily closing to the public while it is a construction
site. Work is expected to take two weeks, then staff will reinstall the exhibits. June
17 is the estimated reopening date. The public will still be able to reach staff members by phone or email. The last day the museum will be open is May 18 for Venice
Museums Day. For more information, please call 941-486-2487.

Memorial Day ceremony set for May 27; City Hall closed
American Legion NO-Vel Post 159 will host Venice’s annual Memorial Day observance on Monday, May 27 at 10 a.m. at Patriots Park, 800 Venetia Bay Blvd.
All veterans service organizations in the Venice area will be participating. There
will be the traditional laying of the wreaths by area veterans organizations and
auxiliaries, and guest speakers. All area vets and the public are invited. Please
bring chairs.
The public is reminded that Venice City Hall will be closed May 27 for the observance of the Memorial Day holiday. There will be no change in pickups for
garbage, yard waste and recyclables. Residents are reminded to have their items
to the curb by 7 a.m. In the event of Utilities service emergencies like a water
line break, residents can call 941-486-2770. This line is designated for emergencies only.
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Venice Theatre
140 Tampa Ave. W.
941-488-1115
www.venicestage.com
“Race”
April 26-May 12
“Honk: Ugly Duckling Musical”
May 10-19
“24th Annual Loveland Show: Planting Seeds”
May 30-June 2

Venice Art Center
390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136
www.veniceartcenter.com

“South Sarasota County School Show”
May 7-17
“Wide Open Spaces”
May 24-June 21
“Totally Natural”
June 28-Aug. 9

May 2019

Venice Performing Arts Center
1 Indian Ave.
941-480-3191
www.veniceperformingartscenter.com
“VHS Spring Concert Series”
May 7
“Timeless Country”
June 29
“All-American Boys Choir”
July 27
“Sandy Toes Standup”
Aug. 10
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Next ride is May 8!
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WATERING RULES
City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns
one day per week:
Even addresses on Tuesdays
Odd addresses on Thursdays
Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.
Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.
New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irrigation can occur any time of day on the day of installation,
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up
to 60 days.
There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure washing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encouraged.
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AROUND TOWN

Julia Cousins Laning (seated) was awarded the Lillian Burns Individual Achieve-

Watch city meetings

ment honor April 27 during the Sarasota County Heritage Awards at Venice Golf
and Country Club. The award is given to an individual who has made contribu-

To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.

tions to the history and preservation movement in Sarasota County. Julia lived in

In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button,

the Triangle Inn building (which now houses the Venice Museum & Archives)

find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on
Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking
on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress” to stream live.
They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19
(Comcast Channel 19; Frontier Channel 32).

when she was a girl. She and her late husband Dale Laning donated $1 million
through the Gulf Coast Community Foundation to support the City Historical Resources Department. Funds from the Lanings have gone to the future Dale Laning
and Julia Cousins Laning Archives & Research Center across the street from the
VMA, as well as refurbishments to the Triangle Inn.

