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“You must love the Most High God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind.  That is the 

greatest and first Commandment.  The second is like it: You must love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Matthew 22:37-39 

 
“This is my Commandment:  love one another as I have loved you.” 

John 15:12 

 
These words have been fundamental in our faith journey as a 
congregation this past year. The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted us 
all emotionally, physically, socially, economically and spiritually.  The 
scriptures above have served as our primary touchstone for evaluating 
our ministry during this time.  
 
During these months of the pandemic, this scripture has made a 
profound impact on us.  Through our actions:  wearing a face mask, 
social distancing, being generous, serving others; we are sharing God’s 
love with others and ourselves.   
 
Because of God’s immeasurable love for us all, we are called to love all 
others, in all ways, at all times.  
 
Please take the time to encounter this year’s ministry highlights of 
Prince of Peace through the words, pictures and stories contained in 
this booklet.   
 
Because of God’s abundant and extravagant love and grace to us, we 
are called to share this love. This means we are to care for God’s earth 
and all of the creation through our sharing with others what God has 
first shared with us. We hope you can see this alive in our continued 
ministry here at POP. Our stewardship of the earth, our resources and 
love for one another are our living out of these Commandments. 
 
As we, the church, consciously assess our stewardship of God’s gifts to 
us, we hope you can see that these words from scripture continue to 
ring true. May we continue to approach life with the intention to serve 
God by serving others trusting in God’s generosity to equip us to love 
generously. 
 
Sharon Elliott and Allison Arber Shingleton 
Stewardship Team 

  

AN OVERARCHING 
IMPACT STORY 

During this challenging time of the 
pandemic I have been grateful for 
the opportunity to serve 
others.  Doing this has buoyed me 
up and given me a sense of 
purpose.  I am also thankful 
beyond measure for Pastor Brett, 
Guy Kirk and Laura Glatz for 
their faithful service.  I look 
forward to our Tuesday evening 
ukulele class with Guy.  It has 
brought me great joy, even when I 
was struggling. Our virtual worship 
services and discussions with 
Pastor Brett, Bible studies, book 
clubs and meet ups with POP 
friends, cards, calls, and messages 
have been invaluable to me.  Our 
outdoor services and Discipleship 
Practice Divine Encounter hikes are 
spirit filled and feed my 
soul.  Everywhere I turn my Prince 
of Peace family has shown up. All 
this is God among us. For this I am 
blessed and so very grateful.   
In Christ, Sharon Elliott 
 



Worship & Music 
 

 We learned how to worship in new ways. 

 Each week, twice a week (early in the pandemic-three times a 
week) we received recorded messages and sermons from Pastor 
Brett, as well as lots of musical selections provided our Director of 
Music, Guy Kirk. 

 We worshipped more in our homes, sometimes by ourselves or 
with those in our household, and sometimes with our siblings in 
faith at Prince of Peace via Zoom, which was offered once on 
Saturday and twice on Sunday. People without computers often join 
via telephone on our zoom gatherings.  

 We worshipped with our own resources that we may have had, or 
with those provided by our church family. Those without email 
received a worship booklet each week in the mail to guide them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Many found that they especially enjoyed the new worship format on zoom as it afforded the opportunity 
to engage in conversation about the scriptures of the day, while others found that conversation a bit more 
challenging. 

 As time went on Mr. Kirk would provide live music for us over zoom to enhance our online worship.  

 When it was safe to gather, we also experienced worship in new ways outside: with masks, in our own 
lawn chairs properly distanced amongst the trees and wildlife (including mosquitos), singing without voice 
but with heart, mind and body, through sign language that Mr. Kirk taught us, sharing communion as the 
pastor gave us the bread with tongs; all amid a variety of weather conditions. 

 We celebrated the Affirmation of Faith (Confirmation) of six of our young 
people on one of the coldest days of the fall.  

 Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals have been celebrated in peoples’ back 
yards or at graveyards. One outdoor funeral took place outside at POP. 

 About 25 disciples gathered in a safe manner outside of Wiley Community 
to wish Happy Birthday to one of our Sisters who celebrated her 95th.  

 The Bishop and her staff helped to lead us in worship through prerecorded 
services several times this year.  

 When the rate of positivity and the infection rate became lower it became less 
of a risk to meet outside, then the congregation began meeting for worship at 
9:30 behind the church on our grass lot under newly acquired open air tents.  

I was standing in my kitchen 
cooking dinner and decided it 
would be a good time to listen to 
today's message and music. The 
selections you provided had me 
singing and dancing at the stove 
with such joy in my heart. And 
now I am crying.  I am crying 
tears of thanks that I belong to 
such a loving community. That 
our staff, who have had to 
reinvent how they do their work, 
still do their jobs with such 
thoughtfulness and care. And 
now I'm sobbing and my rice is 
going to taste all salty. Everything 
is a mess but everything is 
beautiful and loving and God is 
here. Right here in my kitchen. 
Loving this messy person. Loving 
this community. Thank you for 
inviting me in. 
Peace and love. Allison 



 All Saints Day was celebrated in a new way with people creating 
crosses with names that remembered our blessed dead.  

 All of the music played during the outdoor worship was previously 
recorded by Guy in the church.  

 A dedicated group of parishioners has helped to set up and dismantle 
the space each week for worship.  

 When the positivity and infection rates rose about the established 
thresholds we suspended outside worship and moved back online.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Faith Learning & Music Rehearsing 
Music  

 The communal nature of choirs combined with the virus primary 
method of transmission being through airborne particles breathed 
out has prohibited our choirs from gathering in a traditional way. 
Therefore, the Music Ministry and Mr. Kirk have found other ways 
to share the gift of music. 

 The Ukulele group has been meeting throughout the pandemic via 
zoom providing those present with a way of fellowship and 
making music with one another. 

 During the latter part of the summer one of the bell choirs lugged 
outside their instruments and equipment to practice, with 
physically distanced tables. Several pieces were also recorded and 
were shared later in the year.  

 
  

 
 
I do have some words for Bible 
Study as one of Brother Brett's 
ministries: The ministry of Bible 
study at Prince of Peace is so dear 
to me in particular because of 
how deeply it has moved me and 
how dramatically I have grown in 
faith since I joined it. I am in a 
difficult situation now; some 
might even say, I'm at a 
crossroads. I set out on a big plan 
about what I was going to do 
about it. Oh, but such pain!!! And 
then I remembered that gem of 
Truth I learned in Bible study: to 
trust in God, even if it feels as 
though I'm stepping off a cliff. I 
prayed (yelled) for God to take the 
reins of my life and make it go 
where God wants it to go. I was 
met with a strong presence of 
God, the clear message to slow 
down and let God direct me one 
day at a time. Pain gone; comfort 
received! Not just a little bit but 
inexplicably so!! And this is how I 
have been walking, at least in 
terms of that "crossroad." There 
isn't any crossroad! I am 
continuing on with faith in God to 
show me the way, receiving love 
beyond anything I could have 
imagined and blessings at every 
turn. God is still putting people, 
things, and situations in my path, 
and now I am listening. Thanks be 
to God for so richly blessing me 
and for giving me Bible study and 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. 
In Christ, Liz Dietz 

 

For years I’ve been wanting to join the ukulele class. But have been 
unable to get there at 6 PM. During the Covid time in April, Guy sent out 
an invite and I decided I was going to try this. Not only did I start, but 
my husband, daughters, and even granddaughter have gotten involved 
in our weekly classes at church. I have enjoyed the friendship and enjoy 
playing our instruments together. This has been a 2020 highlight!! I 
hope we can continue this in the future. ~ Deb Zellers 

 
 



 
 

 
 
  

 

  

Faith Learning 
 We continued with lots of virtual education 

opportunities. 
 The weekly Thursday Morning and monthly Tuesday 

Evening Women’s Bible study have continued to 
meet via zoom. 

 We planned and carried out a completely virtual 
week-long VBS program for thirty kids and twelve 
adults via zoom. 

 In the spring, Discipleship Practice Sunday School 
moved their lessons online, via zoom. 

 This fall our Learning Team created “Divine 
Encounter,” an experiential faith and learning 
program held outside at Black Run Preserve in 
Marlton. Participants met masked and used a device 
called ListenTALK which allows participants to speak 
to one another in a conversational tone while 
maintaining safe distance from one another. 

 Many have found Br Brett’s weekly spiritual 
practice messages helpful. 

 The confirmation classes began using the same 
approach for their instruction this fall and Br Brett 
opened an adult version of “Divine Encounter” for 
adults to wish to look more deeply at their 
spirituality.  

 Confirmation Classes continued to meet via Zoom 
until we took our summer break. 

 During the Summer there were several additional 
adult education events held via zoom.  

 Circle Lydia Women’s Book Group has continued to 
meet throughout the pandemic via zoom.  

 Throughout this time a plethora of planning 
meetings occurred online in order to plan these 
various activities.  

 Since the rise in the positivity and infection rates 
later this fall all education has moved back online.  
 



Helping ~ Serving ~ Counseling 

Serving 

 In 2019, our Feeding Ministries had expanded, as if in anticipation of things to come. Since the onset of the 
pandemic, our ministry has exploded requiring a special subcommittee under Social Missions to be formed, 
who early on met weekly to plan, implement and execute a safe protocol to meet the gigantic surge in 
demand on the pantry.  

 This year the Summer Meals Program (providing shelf-stable 
breakfast and lunches each week to those young people who 
normally would have access to them during the year), has been 
linked to our food pantry in an effort to address the food 
insecurity of the entire family.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Our newly formed connections with community organizations 
and other local households of faith helped to create 
relationships that have led to a truly cooperative pantry. In fact, 
the Feeding Ministry is working on a new name for our pantry to 
reflect its community spirit.  

 We have continued to support the food pantry at our sibling 
congregation Bridge of Peace Lutheran Church in Camden by 
sending approximately 10% of all in-kind food donations to their 
pantry each month.  

 Interfaith Hospitality Network, now called Family Promise, has 
continued to support families who find themselves without 
shelter through the generosity of the people of POP and their 
other ministry partners. Family Promise now has a new 
Executive Director, our very own Scott Rush.  

 
  

Summer Meal Program  

 Good morning, 
Thank you for sending me the email 
regarding the summer meal 
program. My two children received the 
meals last summer and it was great 
having them.  We are interested in 
returning, especially more now than 
ever.  These past few months have 
been tough for everyone. Look 
forward to seeing you. Thank 
you. Sincerely, Celeste Ramirez 
   



  

Food Pantry 

Dear Friends and Family, 
Some may find the opening salutation as slightly odd. Let me assure you, friend, it is not. Your church has 
helped my family so much that I would not feel right seeing the folks in your pantry as family. I have five 
children and a disabled wife. One of my children is also disabled, you may or may not understand what 
that is like. Having spoken to so many in the pantry for so long some can relate to our particular situation. 
We were homeless and living in a motel for nine months. We were low on funds and had an excess of 
stress. You may know, although I sincerely hope you don’t, what it’s like to lay awake at night worrying 
how you’re going to feed your kids. Not that they’re picky or hard to please. They’re good kids. They love 
to help people. But they had to deal with the stigma of being homeless and being hungry on top of that! I 
wouldn’t wish it on my worst enemy. But your church, your beacon of hope when we were ready to… I 
don’t even want to think of losing my kids to foster care. But these are the only options we felt we had. 
But then we had to fortunate blessing of being put in touch with our new family at Prince of Peace. We 
were even able to pick up some shampoo for my four girls. This is a major expense that we got help with 
from your church! Being homeless over the summer meant that we had even more put upon us. Feeding a 
family of seven can be a challenge in the best of times. Any money we had went to keeping a roof over my 
family’s heads. But we got help in the form of your bag lunches. And it wasn’t cheap dollar store food! It 
was healthy lunches the kids enjoyed.   …. My kids had snacks, lunches and got to pray, praise and sing to 
the Lord! They were fed physically and spiritually. We couldn’t have been happier. We felt God’s love and 
the love of your wonderful church. We are in a better place, now. We aspire to be in a position where we 
can give back more than our time, which we are more than happy to do.  My children would love to help 
out. Please just let us know. Your church, Prince of Peace, has been a blessing to our family since you have 
come into our lives. Thank you, thank you, thank you!    
Sincerely & with Love, Team O ~ Bridge of Peace Pantry 
 



Counseling/Reaching out 

 Pastor has conducted numerous phone and virtual counseling 
sessions for those who have asked.  

 We devised a system of weekly phone check-ins by members of 
the congregation with people who are either homebound, live 
alone, and / or do not have electronic means of communication.  

 Many disciples of Jesus at POP created their own systems of 
reaching out to others to spread love and support during this 
time by sending regular and electronic cards and messages, 
making meals and delivering them, making phone calls, calling 
those who do not have electronic communication and playing 
Br. Brett’s messages and sermons for them. 

 A group that began prior to the pandemic to support people in 
their experience of grief continues to meet via zoom. A new 
grief group has also begun. 

 The Health Ministry created physically distanced “Coffee” hours, 
an opportunity to meet in-person during the summer.  

 The Learning Team also created a time for parental support 
which many found very helpful especially in light of having to 
school children at home.  

 Connecting with others electronically has been a very helpful 
method of support and fellowship during this time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Senior Graduation Flags 

Hi! We are just so in awe of POP's kindness. Truly don't feel 
deserving of the gift. It is so, so heartwarming and we are 
just really overwhelmed by the thoughtfulness and kindness. 
Thank you very much.   
Beth Alcamo 

POP Community Outreach - Cards 

Laura, l let me thank you for your 
lovely card.  I really appreciate 
the prayers and concerns of you 
and all of my POP family at this 
difficult time. 
  
POP Community Outreach - Cards 

I am Ann Arber, Allison Arber 
Shingleton's mom. Apparently  
she discussed this latest illness of 
mine with you all. I am here at 
Powerback fighting to keep this 
leg. I have this one leg and am 
praying hard for a miracle heal. I 
just got another card today! This 
lifts my spirits so very much that 
all you sweet people send these 
cards to me, a person you don't 
or barely know. I love watching 
Pastor Brett's services. He came 
to the hospital when I was trying 
to save the other leg three years 
ago. Our hearts are so happy our 
Allison found your church and has 
such a lovely church family. 
Saying thank you is so little. I am 
unable to do more now. Please 
continue prayers. I pray for your 
church daily. Thank you again. 
May God bless each of you, our 
country, and the world. 
Hugs, Ann Arber 
 



Helping 

 Many of you know that one of our major ministries at POP has been the offering of meeting space for 
outside groups. In that we have had to close the building, we have invited them to meet on the church 
grounds which some have chosen to do.  

 The congregation rallied to support a parent who 
required foot surgery, in order to help with 
transportation for her and her son. 

 Disciples helped to collect masks for our front-line 
workers and made masks and ear protectors for 
masks for those that needed them. 

 The Property Ministry continued to keep the lawn 
mowed, flower beds tended, and property 
maintained. In addition, they oversaw the 
installation of the new windows, repair, and 
installation of new outside walls on the back and 
east side of the building, and the repair and capping 
of outside trim. 

 Laura painted the office, the women’s bathroom, 
the nursery, and has a couple other rooms in que to 
be painted. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Nursery Bathroom 



POP Facebook Posting 

Communications 

 During the pandemic we moved from a weekly to a tri-
weekly electronic newsletter format for the first three 
months and then dialed back to twice a week. 

 Daily posts of information and/or encouragement were 
made on our various social media platforms. 

 Regular updating of our website 

 Disciples at POP have helped to fund a special program to 
provide electronic tablets and internet access for those in 
the congregation that want to utilize these supports.  

 
 
 
 
 
  

Sleepers in September 

The Burlington County chapter of Newborns in 
Need provides all the essentials that a new 
baby will need in the first few weeks of life.   
This includes everything from diapers to 
clothing, baby wash to bibs.  Moms throughout 
the area, who cannot afford these essentials, 
get a helping hand through the work we do.  
Prince of Peace members have been a huge 
part of our “Sleepers in September” campaign, 
when we concentrate on collecting donations 
of sleepers and onesies.  POP has helped 
hundreds of new babies over the past few 
years, and we can’t thank you enough!!! 
Jo Ann Cubberley 
 

Urban Promise 

Urban Promise has sent a big "thank you" starting 
with WOW!  This is for the two vans packed to the 
brim with school supplies. Jennifer from UP said 
this would supply the Urban Promise students, the 
after school program students and the school 
itself. Thanks to all who have been so generous. 

Watching the Message on YouTube at home. 

POP Bi-Weekly Newsletter 



 
 
 

Joseph’s Blankets 

We have received heartfelt thanks from Rose P., who received a blanket. She was overwhelmed with all the 
work that went into it, admiring each square as well as how it was assembled. She expressed her sincerest 
gratitude for being remembered in prayers for her recovery and has already put the blanket to use," feeling 
its warmth from many directions." She also stated that she feels much better than last week, making 
progress in healing. Many thanks to all of you who are a part of this outreach.  Peace, Penny J. 

Helping 

Pastor Brett asked us to share how God's love 
has been shown through this pandemic and I 
guess I feel pretty unique in this respect. I had 
moved recently to the area and was looking for a 
"church home." The funny thing is, once I decided 
to become a member of Prince of Peace, the 
pandemic created a void where a loving church 
family should have been already in place. What 
was I going to do? I began to go to Zoom church 
meetings and began to connect with members of 
Prince of Peace in a way that might not have 
been possible in the usual course of events! I 
could listen to Scott talk about his experiences in 
seminary (learning off site! what a challenge!). I 
could hear Ida talk about her concerns and hear 
her BIG heart through these conversations. I 
began to "friend" people on Facebook from 
church and found the joy of early morning cat 
awakenings with Allison and deep spiritual 
thoughts from Sharon's postings. My life has 
been enriched with each communication (thanks 
too to Suzie for keeping in touch!) and each 
conversation via Zoom or even Facebook, no 
matter how short the missive.I guess that's how 
my life has been graced through the presence of 
the people of Prince of Peace. I may not know all 
of them, but I can feel this is a place to call 
home...if we ever get together under the same 
roof again!! 
Thanks, Cindy Page 

Helping 

You asked us to share how we were touched by 
grace. I was in so many ways - friends calling, 
writing letters, sending money (totally a surprise), 
visiting in a distanced way, and offering help to 
find doctors and care. Family and friends staying 
in touch and visiting outside in a distanced way - 
but that we could all still be together. Your 
sermons :) Family from out of state keeping in 
touch and inviting me to worship with them as 
well online. Game nights online with friends, 
virtual choirs, my private students who stayed, 
and most of all, my husband. :) 
~ Suzanne Chadwick 

 


