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DO YOU MEASURE UP?
THE NEW GOLD STANDARD

BIAW’s CERTIFIED BUILDER PROGRAM RECOGNIZES THOSE BUILDERS WHO CHOOSE TO REACH HIGHER

// JAN ROHILA

ADMINISTRATIVE  
SERVICES DIRECTOR

BIAW is proud to welcome a new 
designation that breaks ground with-
in the home building industry, and 
launched in June to our members. 

BIAW’s Certified Builder program 
creates a way to recognize and 
designate achievement to those in 
the industry whose work experience 

and business 
practices exceed 
state standards. 
We believe the 
unique nature of 
this new desig-
nation will quick-
ly become the 
gold standard in 
Washington. It 
proves that the 
Certified Builder 

measures up, cares about their work 
and customers, and strives every day 
to do their very best.

Our main goal in creating the 
Certified Builder designation is to 

showcase the 
skills, services 
and business 
practices that 
are truly needed 
to build a 
better place for 
Washingtonians 
to call home. 

Knowing who reaches higher helps 
the customer make a more informed 
choice, which in turn creates a more 

Greater Value  
Certified Builders choose to offer more.  Each applicant is fully vetted during 
the process, ensuring they meet or exceed our comprehensive standards to 
become a Certified Builder. BIAW performs rigorous reviews of experience, 
past work performance, and inquires about vendor relationships. We insist on 
comprehensive warranties, contracts, and higher insurance thresholds. 

Measure Up 
It is an intentional choice to showcase better builders and then promote them 
to the public. Since the consumer today has more power than ever to accept 
or reject who they choose to buy from, we know that it is in the builder’s best 
interest to educate the public about what better standards mean to them. That 
creates more value for this designation than any other program developed for 
builders.  
Raise the Bar 
If you’re willing to conduct your business by exceeding state standards, you 
can earn this designation. Experience matters. As part of the program, every-
one agrees to conduct themselves and their business at the highest standards 
to maintain Certified Builder status so there is built-in accountability.

The Message 
BIAW will assist builders with marketing their designation to current and po-
tential customers by sharing (at no additional cost) an unprecedented source 
of branded marketing materials. These include designed templates for each 
Certified Builder and appropriate style guides for using the logo, materials, 
photos, and message. This way, consumers see consistency, which makes the 
designation easier to connect with, which in turn translates to integrity and 
strength. Certified Builders will also receive extra educational opportunities, 
offered at a discount as well as dedicated staff to help.

When the best get recognized, better becomes the new standard. The Certified 
Builder designation not only creates value within our membership but also for 
the entire industry.

Shouldn’t you become a Certified Builder? 

WHY BECOME A CERTIFIED BUILDER?
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powerful designation.  
BIAW’s first two Certified Builders are Aaron Marvin of the Building Industry Association of Clark County (BIACC) and 

Joseph Irons of the Master Builders Association of King and Snohomish Counties (MBAKS). They have chosen to reach 
higher.

Aaron Marvin is BIAW’s 
first Certified Builder.

Joseph Irons is BIAW’s 
second Certified Builder.

Aaron Marvin 
A.C.T. Builders

Aaron Marvin is owner of A.C.T. Builders with offices 
in Vancouver and Woodland. They are an award winning, 

premiere custom home builder 
and contractor serving Southwest 
Washington and the Portland Metro 
area. As the son of a contractor, 
Marvin has been in some facet of 
the construction industry his entire 
life, working his way up from the 
bottom. In 2004, after graduating 
Warner Pacific College, Marvin and 
his dad Charlie started A.C.T. Build-
ers. Services include custom home 

building, home remodels and commercial construction 
projects.

In addition to his other national designations, Marvin is 
BIAW’s first Certified Builder. As the 2017 Education Com-
mittee Chair, he helped forge the path for others to follow.  
He also has served as BIACC president for two years.

Joseph Irons 
Irons Brothers Construction

Joseph Irons is president and general manager of Irons 
Brothers Construction, Inc., a design-build firm in the 
Seattle area. His company has 
been a leader in residential 
remodeling since 1999, and his 
commitment to projects and cli-
ents is the root of their success. 

Irons is committed to con-
tinuing education and has 
achieved the highest national 
designations. In addition to 
serving in many elected and 
appointed positions at the local, 
state and national levels, he is 
an active and requested instructor for BIAW’s education 
program. 

He is a past president of MBAKS, and current NAHB 
state representative. He is the second BIAW member to 
complete the Certified Builder program. 
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