
Fall 2020 Virtual Course Offerings 

Columbia Jewish Congregation  

Author Joe Kraus 
Sunday, November 15 —  11:00am 

 

The Kosher Capones tells the fascinating story of 
Chicago's Jewish gangsters from Prohibition into 
the 1980s. Author Joe Kraus traces these 
gangsters through the lives, criminal careers, and 
conflicts of Benjamin "Zuckie the Bookie" 
Zuckerman, last of the independent West Side 
Jewish bosses, and Lenny Patrick, eventual head 
of the Syndicate's "Jewish wing." 

The Kosher Capones takes us deep inside a 
hidden society and offers glimpses of the men 
who ran the Jewish criminal community in 
Chicago for more than sixty years. 

Joe Kraus will be joining us virtually for this 
presentation. 

 

Register in advance for this event 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZcqce2rrTsqHNBoZ6uAvdXjq-QV_ttZx-fz  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the 
session. 

 

Book are available in the CJC office for $26.95. 

Learning to Leyn: An Introduction to Torah Trope 
 

Mikey Hess Webber, Rabbinic Intern 
 

Sundays, 11:00am 
October 18, 25; November 1, 8, 15, 22; December 6, 13, 20. 
This virtual class is for those who want to learn to chant Torah and for those who want to improve their skills. We 
will learn the common trope patterns with an introduction to sentence structure, as well as the less common 
tropes.  

Register in advance for this class 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sc-2hqj0jG9Ox81r8Rhg3oKL89NsOHorI 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the class. 

Gonen Ben-Yitzhak 
Sunday, November 22 — 10:30am 

 

In his fascinating lecture, Gonen Ben-Yitzhak 
depicts one of the most unusual and moving 
stories in our daily reality. In the burning Middle 
East: Mosab Hassan Yousef, the son of one of the 
most prominent Hamas activists in the West Bank, 
was an active recruit of the ISA for 10 years, He 
revealed the secrets of Hamas to Israel and was 
nicknamed “The Green Prince” – a prince for being 
a member of a Hamas “nobility”, green- the color 
of Islam. Gonen Ben-Yitzhak was the Green 
Prince’s handler. This is an unbelievable story 
about friendship between the two and about trust 
and betrayal in the shadow world of intelligence, 
which combines all kinds of drama: personal, 
family and national.  
 

Gonen Ben-Yitzhak will be joining us virtually from 
Israel for this presentation. 

Register in advance for this event 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZ0vfu6oqT0oE93lE1fy_M8eebsLS9qllKgN  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the session. 

Adult Education 
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Crises and the Creation of Judaisms  
Rabbi Gustav Buchdahl 
 

Monday, October 19 — 7:00pm 
Judaism’s three Jewish leaders were anointed to insure the perpetuation of Judaism: the Kohen, the Navi and the 
Melech. All three became irrelevant. Other Jewish leaders believed that they had the key to Jewish survival: the 
philosopher, the sage and the strategist. All three were found wanting. Today, Judaism is in the hands of the 
traditionalist, the nationalist and the secularist.  

Register in advance for this class 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcude6qqTovE9NAot7OVA95PqISMbSF2Lcb  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the class. 
 

The Amazing Influence of Hebrew on the English Language — PART 2 
 

Reba Marblestone 
 

Sunday, October 25 — 11:00am 
We will continue to explore the influence Hebrew had on Harvard, Yale, Columbia and other American 
educational institutions and what George Washington and Thomas Jefferson felt about Jewish people. We will 
also explore interesting mistranslations of some original Biblical texts, how the revival of the Hebrew 
language  (it was never dead!!) developed, and how “new" vocabularies were created to keep up with the ever-
changing world…and more!  Knowledge of Hebrew is not necessary to enjoy this class! 

Register in advance for this class 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIucu2uqDsuHdJwXQabO2p8VN76BfjMSrxf  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the class. 
 

 

 

The Book of Numbers 
Rabbi Sonya Starr 
 

Fridays — 11:00am, August 28, then ongoing, beginning October 16 
 

The Book of Numbers is composed of narrative and archival records. Its narrative begins at the point 
where Exodus leaves off. Exodus ends by relating the erection of the Tabernacle on the first day of Nissan, 
Leviticus describes the building of a religious community. Numbers describes in detail the building of a society, 
a nation complete with census taking, addressing concerns and complaints of the community and developing a 
leadership model. All are welcome!  
Follow this link to join the class. This link is good for ALL sessions. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84717475656?pwd=dzZyeW5xRTVaRDR3Z0RQSW9KZmtrUT09 
 

 

Parshat Hashavua—The Weekly Torah Portion Review and Discussion 
Rabbi Martin Siegel, Rabbi Emeritus, CJC 
 

Mondays, 12:15pm – 1:15pm, ongoing 
Rabbi Siegel is celebrated by his students for his careful reading of Biblical texts and the spiritual insights he brings 
to these discussions. New participants welcome. 
Follow this link to join the class. This link is good for ALL sessions. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86383841569  
 

 

Positive Response to the Pandemic Based on Religious Teachings  
Rabbi Martin Siegel, Rabbi Emeritus, CJC 
Wednesdays, 11:00am, ongoing 
Register in advance for this class 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpdumupz4uEtzBRKmfAJVqFtjQDY4pqcOC 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the class. If you 
have already registered, not need to register again. 
 

Sundays, 4:30pm, ongoing 
Register in advance for this class 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdeqhpjwrGdIz3bKUmC796S8En8WKvxo8  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the class. If you 
have already registered, not need to register again. 
 
 

 

 ONGOING CLASSES 

For more information on CJC Adult Education classes,  
please contact Robin, 443-718-0316 , robin@columbiajewish.org 
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