Frequently Asked Questions Regarding New Standardized Flight Procedures

Q1: Who controls aircraft flight paths?

A: All aircraft routing decisions are made by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Palm
Beach County, which owns and operates Palm Beach International Airport (PBI), does not
control where aircraft fly once they are airborne.

Q2: What is a Standard Instrument Departure (SID)?

A: A Standard Instrument Departure (SID) is a pre-planned and published departure route
that pilots follow immediately after takeoff, especially at busy airports. SIDs provide
standardized, predictable routes for aircraft to safely and efficiently depart an airport,
providing a general corridor for planes to follow. Its purpose is to safely and efficiently guide
aircraft away from the airport while keeping air traffic organized, reducing noise over
populated areas, and ensuring safe operations during low visibility or poor weather
conditions. SIDs are primarily used by airlines and larger aircraft, though business jets and
some general-aviation flights may use them when required. A SID provides pilots with
specific instructions such as the departure runway, headings or turns, altitude and speed
restrictions, and navigation fixes to follow, functioning much like a highway on-ramp that
smoothly transitions aircraft from takeoff into the enroute phase of flight.

Q3: Why don’t all planes follow the exact same path?

A: ASID is like a corridor in the sky — not a single line. Planes may fly slightly different paths
within that corridor due to differences in aircraft type, climb performance, weather, and real-
time instructions from air traffic control. Pilots may request deviations from published
routes for a variety of reasons. Additionally, they may track slightly differently based on
allowable tolerances with onboard equipment (i.e. GPS).

Q4: Why are some planes flying outside the SID corridor?

A: Not all aircraft are equipped to fly the SID. In those cases, air traffic controllers assign
alternate headings to ensure safety. Even SID-capable aircraft may be directed off the path
temporarily to maintain safe separation or manage traffic flow.



Q5: What’s the difference between SID and vectoring?

A: ASID is a planned route that aircraft follow after takeoff, like a mapped corridor in the sky.
Vectoring, on the other hand, is when air traffic controllers give pilots real-time
instructions—such as turns or altitude changes—to manage traffic or ensure safety. Even
with a SID in place, vectoring may still be used when needed.

Q6: Why were flight paths more inconsistent before the new standardized
procedures?

A: Before the standardized procedures were implemented, all aircraft were provided a vector
heading for departure. Based on the aircraft performance and weather conditions, each
aircraft turned at a different point to the pre-defined heading, which led to less consistent
flight paths. The new standardized procedures bring more structure and consistency to
departures by guiding aircraft along a pre-defined corridor. Exhibit 1 below provides a
graphic depicting the departure flight tracks on Runway 10L at PBI prior to the
implementation of the SID procedures (January 21, 2026) and after the implementation of
the SID procedures (January 24, 2026). Exhibit 2 provides a historical review of flight track
activity showing Runway 10L departures at different times during calendar year 2024, prior
to the President taking office.

Q7. Were the new procedures implemented because Palm Beach County filed a
Petition for Review challenging the new Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) that is in
place when the President is not in residence?

A: No, the FAA published the new procedures in order to formalize and standardize
procedures to be followed by aircraft to avoid the Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) over Mar-
A-Lago.

Q8: What is the airport doing about community concerns?

A: Palm Beach International Airport is actively monitoring how the new procedures are being
implemented and is continuing to work with the FAA to advocate for solutions that reflect
both operational needs and community concerns. The new Standard Instrument Departure
(SID) was specifically designed to route aircraft away from the Temporary Flight Restriction
(TFR) area that is in effect. However, even with the SID in place, all routing decisions remain
under the sole authority of the FAA, who may issue real-time adjustments for safety, traffic
flow, or aircraft limitations.



Exhibit 1

Palm Beach International Airport (PBI)
Comparison of Pre-SID and Post-SID Implementation Departure Flight Tracks on Runway 10L
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January 21, 2026 (pre-SID implementation)

January 24, 2026 (post-SID implementation)



Exhibit 2

Palm Beach International Airport (PBI)
Representative Departure Flight Tracks on Runway 10L Prior to President Taking Office

=
/ ¥ o \ ] © /l ]
4. scul // L / T X v B AR PNy : i 2\ =T
> e PALM BERGH i Wes affn Beach & Centupi{illage -\ PAlm BERGH Palfn Beath ®
OAKTON/UAKES LAKES SOUTH Br g AKES X LAk} £s SouTh B
keechobee siva | 7aa) Y /A Ve d/ ). T / =) \ AN ot /| F
USAND antation . eachobee Biv v ntation eechobee Biv
THOUSAND PINES Mob.smomvﬂ Ve et Bivd ; y v Bt mpton-r Okeechobet Bivd CA D /
% 4 © West Gate T (o g b West Gal A - Pajn Beac
Eran & ] i &
\ b Stacey 1] e 7 i/ Y & Stacey \ S 7
L Fdmesans | S | Gt o et & il \ ants
seivepespistis || & /] \K(DE“”“S < Golhigh . .
N = s aA) \ .
e i = Sl = ‘akeBelvedere_Haverhil Nd ofm Be ] £ K C
- & 4 N tes @ Ihiernatighol]
~ ake Worth 2 = 2 \ " / Lake Worth
== S = = = = 3 =
e Biva B S i =7 e
WeissERrR e ORKe MmmwM = CeRTRRLS ErERING OPReT] uthern B 7o)
7 e R 7 b ‘ Ny
- g7 / Em lub. % > / o ] i jun Club, e \(700)—2ALE
= Az = % // states Gun G £ s - — t &
Y e :N/ u; i — ] £ i = A 2 e
bapar—— skl mancn /L. = - e = >
= : N]/ 7 LER fw’mm TON ViEW = > =
r —— /—itavaps ™ “ / = . s T 2 - -
( - 5 7y
. : : s = / =
March 13, 2024 June 18, 2024
» fedyg i Wesphard -5 < 2
2028 biruzoit Comorsion ©20 (i e 20 st Consentin o ESTAKES < S
8h L ] [L i W e ST i 2
4 . = oumstronhbbes | ST S odatbids et N 2\
Centiry Village -~ | " i S West én 2 e Hame Park G \ tc AN 7
O o \ EAxes $o0 et 2 knOTTY|NNE s Sall MA\)R\E PA
\ S
hobee B} (704 = b o WAl = = Wekt Gate | cH
NOU‘AHU pines (289 e ticn =T Okeechobee givd /| N ki MOBILAIRE MEALDCPAR ]
| ome Par 7 \ ’ = | 1
3 Y A ® : WE/Sl’Gzte\ o S cotll X [ \
- J\e’ \ e \t i = = c g%, | wooocrest  Sweet f / \ feervhoene /
Wlen ayares |\ Hd / i AR, @ i-fumrime AL
o \ i Golfvigw \
Fo N= | Lol ) » /- NI ] i
& T ewvedc%w,mm dim 8sdh B versuimic park < \ ~.
te N nte; Haverhill N A )
e Etates \ 5
P i Royal Palm ~ o = ez g OuRE o
ther:S| . — 3 o = 7
WHISPERNG ORKS (200)— Southern:Blvat{700}———South€f Blvct{—— } ®  cenvracpaRe ” — Lis
£ e Gun Gl A outheny aiv ;\ J-—PALM BEACH i — —— VITA SERENA
/ \ j{Sun.chs ke (720
/ \ S \ Estates /i1 c /RuEv'nI WR o
NN ates =
siraysioe S Sieridod RO A :
e / : sky Randh cu P | seLai Seutem ot )-son
WG TP viEw : PP cohealn ¥ \oHE =] g5 Sagthyen Jpd ) <
f= = | MER D! 3 - &7 = L SRy | e e 3 LRGINIA z ]
% § B S aL-) ™ g § S E § = o Gun Club D= R ¥ 5 Sotmem .
== S
edheelee c B LoNG ke = SOUTH STDE' Sapy ——CYPRES! % 2 g
ko o= | Z S ; S R

September 26, 2024

December 13, 2024




