Halton Regional Police Service – Auto Thefts and Home Invasions
Chief S. Tanner – Update 
During recent years there has been an epidemic of auto thefts across Ontario and right here at home in Halton Region. 
Last year we had approximately 1,500 vehicles stolen from Halton Region alone and the rates of auto theft were significantly higher in Peel, Toronto and other jurisdictions near to us. 
Auto theft continues to occur at an alarming rate and so far this year (2024) we have had 993 stolen vehicles (407 of which were in Oakville).  
While that represents a decrease of 11% YTD compared to 2023, and we have seen a decrease of over 40% in the last 60 days compared to the same time last year, the fact is that it continues to occur far too often. While we do recover between 50-60% of our stolen vehicles (572 so far in 2024) we estimate that 80%+ are destined for the Port of Montreal (or now other ports) and then exported overseas to the middle east, Africa, and elsewhere for tremendous profit.  In total YTD 81 individuals have been arrested and charged with 272 offences. 
I want to be very clear that this is absolutely organized crime at work. These criminals are profiting enormously from stolen vehicles. The federal government has taken some steps to help but we do need them to significantly increase resources at the Ports of export including CBSA officers and scanners capable of locating these vehicles in shipping containers as they are prepared for export from the country. This must become a priority. The Provincial government has invested heavily and provided significant financial support in order to fund provincial auto theft teams and police services. 
But we also need auto manufacturers to assist all of us in making vehicles more difficult to steal, and we need our criminal laws and bail conditions strengthened so that those who we arrest are held in custody and prevented from stealing yet more vehicles.  
Each and every stolen vehicle is also a serious risk to public safety. These criminals do not fear repercussions, they do not stop for police, and while they drive with reckless abandon and total disregard for others, they also put our police officers at great risk. 

Home Invasion Robberies and Auto Thefts 
Over the past few months, we have seen an increase in residential break and enters for vehicle keys and in some of these occurrences the suspects have confronted the homeowner(s) and in some instances are believed to have been in armed. These incidents are understandably alarming to residents (and to all of us in law enforcement) and continue to be a top priority for us. 
This is not only an Oakville occurrence, and we have seen them in Burlington, Milton and Halton Hills (at a lower rate) and they occur often in Peel and Toronto and elsewhere.  
I can assure you we are doing everything we can to bring these serious criminals to justice. 
Our police service has continued to develop strategies to help combat residential break and enters tied to auto theft and continues to work with multiple agencies and residents, and as a part of Joint Police Service Projects to meet and tackle this disturbing trend.
Most often these occurrences have involved the theft of high end vehicles, including: 
· Mercedes G Wagon
· Range Rovers, and 
· other assorted large SUV’s and PickUp Trucks 
· *most often the vehicles were parked outdoors and visible in driveways 


There are some Tips which we have put out to the media and on social media to help safeguard your home from entry which may include:
-    Ensure all points of entry, doors and windows, are locked
-    Install window film to protect windows from glass break
-    Reinforce doors and door jams to deter entry
-    If possible park your vehicle in a locked garage or out of sight
-    Invest in tracking devices, such as TAG as just one example, and have the vehicle marked so that the criminals know it is protected, and   

And report any unusual neighbourhood occurrences, suspicious persons and vehicles to police as soon as possible

We will continue to do all that is possible to prevent these serious incidents and all possible to arrest those responsible. 

