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ongoing
“WILLIAM C. GORGAS AND THE GREAT WAR.”
Exhibit, included with admission to the Gorgas 
House Museum.

july
1 Saturday 

SATURDAY IN THE PARK : NATIVE 
AMERICAN CRAFTS AND TRADITIONS
free with admission, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

7 Friday

SHARK ’S TOOTH CREEK
$30 per person, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

8 Saturday

BEAR CREEK CANOEING
$30 per person, 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

SATURDAY IN THE PARK : NATIVE 
AMERICAN CRAFTS AND TRADITIONS
free with admission, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

10-14 Monday – Friday

SUMMER DAY CAMP SESSION II
registration required, $225 or $200 with UA 
Museums membership, ages 9-13, includes 
transportation to and from UA campus,  
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Summer 2017 EVENTS CALENDAR

Location Key:

Gorgas House

(205) 348-5906

Transportation Museum

(205) 248-4931

Moundville Archaeological Park 

(205) 371-2234

Alabama Museum of Natural History

(205) 348-7550

10 Monday

SHARK ’S TOOTH CREEK
$30 per person, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

11 Tuesday

TUBING THE LIT TLE CAHABA RIVER
$30 per person, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

13 Thursday

NORTH RIVER CANOEING
$30 per person, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

14 Friday

COOSA RIVER CANOEING
$30 per person, 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

15 Saturday

SHARK ’S TOOTH CREEK
$30 per person, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

SATURDAY IN THE PARK : NATIVE 
AMERICAN CRAFTS AND TRADITIONS
free with admission, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

17-21 Monday – Friday

SCIENCE DAY CAMP
5th-8th grade, $150 per week,  
8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. each day

21-22 Friday – Saturday

KNAP-IN
free with admission, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

22 Saturday

SHARK ’S TOOTH CREEK
$30 per person, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

BIRDFEST
free with admission, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

24-29 Monday – Saturday

ART IN NATURE CAMP
3rd-5th, $85, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

29 Saturday

CANE CREEK CANYON HIKE
$30 per person, 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  

SATURDAY IN THE PARK : NATIVE 
AMERICAN CRAFTS AND TRADITIONS
free with admission, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

MOTHFEST
Moundville’s National Moth Week Event,  
free admission, 7 p.m. – 11 p.m.

august
1 Tuesday

“L AFAYET TE, WE ARE HERE! AMERICA 
ENTERS THE FIRST WORLD WAR”
New exhibit opens at Transpor tation Museum
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Dr. Bill Bomar  
(Photo by Alice Wilson)

from the DIRECTOR

Having just closed an academic year at The Capstone, the University of Alabama 
Museums’ staff is busy preparing for summer programs and completing the final touches 
on an ambitious strategic plan that charts our future for the next ten years. I look forward 
to sharing highlights of our vision with you in upcoming issues of the Museum Chronicle.

As we plan for our future, we take a look back at history in this issue, as we love to do in 
museums. In this issue, you will read about recent archaeological excavations conducted 
by our Office of Archaeological Research at Old Cahawba, site of Alabama’s first state 
capital. Now that UA Museums’ archaeologists helped identify the precise location of the 
first statehouse, we will bring teams of middle and high school students to Old Cahawba 
this summer to participate in important archaeological research through the Alabama 
Museum of Natural History’s annual Museum Expedition program. This work is laying 
important groundwork for Alabama’s state bicentennial celebration over the next two 
years. In this issue, we also take a look at how UA Museums bring history to life through 
our annual Living History Festival. Finally, we include the fascinating historical story of the 
Smithsonian Institution’s Moundville Collection. 

We hope you enjoy receiving the Museum Chronicle and will take the opportunity to check 
out the Calendar of Events and consider participating in one or more of our exciting 
summer programs across UA Museums.

William F. Bomar, Ph.D.
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T
UA MUSEUMS’ ARCHAEOLOGISTS DISCOVER ALABAMA’S 
FIRST CAPITOL BUILDING
BY MATT GAGE AND LINDA DERRY

The confluence of the Alabama and 
Cahaba Rivers has been an important 
location, not only in geologic terms, 
but also as a cultural center for well 
over 700 years. At the time that Spanish 
explorer Hernando De Soto first 
sighted the shoreline of La Florida on 
May 31, 1539, the confluence was the 
site of a large Mississippian village and 
mound that dominated the area. With 
the entrada of the Europeans, events 
were put in motion that would forever 
change the region that would become 
known as Alabama.

The Mississippians who occupied the 
rivers’ confluence built a large earthen 
mound protected by a semicircular 
moat. Their vibrant culture flourished 
along the rivers. But the moat would do 
little to protect the region’s inhabitants 
from the devastating effects of 
European diseases, for which they had 
no natural defense. By the mid 1500s, 
the village was abandoned.

In 1817, when federal surveyors were 
working their way through the Alabama 
frontier creating maps and staking out 
quarter sections of land to be sold to 
westward moving settlers, the relic moat 
and mound at the confluence were 
still visible. President James Monroe 
decided that this site was too valuable 
to be sold as agricultural land by 
quarter-sections. Instead, he decreed 
that a new town should be located at 
this place and the land subdivided into 
hundreds of small town lots.  

Meanwhile, Alabama was working 
toward statehood, and Governor 
William Wyatt Bibb saw the location 
as a prime place for his state’s first 
permanent capital. So he asked the 
federal government to gift the site to 
Alabama for that purpose. The gift 
was accepted by an act of Alabama’s 
territorial assembly in November of 

1818. The new town would be called 
Cahawba after the river that nearly 
encircled it, and Governor Bibb 
creatively reused the mound and moat 
as the centerpiece of his town plan. 
His proposed statehouse would be 
centered within the moat, perhaps 
atop the mound. This symbolic 
expression of a new culture claiming 
dominion over the soil embodied an 
era of American expansionism. 

By May of 1819, a full seven months 
before Alabama became a state, 
the construction of Alabama’s first 
statehouse was underway. The governor 
had to put his grand landscape plan 
on hold, however, because despite 
having created a sizeable treasury for 
the nascent state through lot sales 
at Cahawba, Alabama’s legislators 
refused to appropriate enough money 
to build a grand permanent statehouse 

Thomas Freeman’s Map of Cahawba  
circa 1817.

Volunteers overseen by Old Cahawba’s resident archaeologist, Linda Derry (center), 
excavating the foundation of the Statehouse at Old Cahawba. (Photo by Dr. Virgil Beasley)
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until 1825. In response, the governor 
set aside the land inside the ancient 
moat, called it the Capitol Reserve, 
and built temporary accommodations 
nearby. Ultimately, Bibb’s grand plan 
was never realized; he died in 1820, 
and legislators moved the capital to 
Tuscaloosa in 1826. 

While Cahawba was Alabama’s 
capital, it was a newly formed frontier 
town, a mere collection of log cabins 
surrounded by wilderness. Afterwards, 
the town quickly grew into the 
community that Governor Bibb had 
imagined. By the 1850s, Cahawba had 
the largest mansion and second finest 
hotel in the state, and was surrounded 
by wealthy cotton plantations. The 
river town was the county seat and 
commercial center for Dallas County, 
the county with the fourth highest 
per capita wealth in the United States. 
Cotton warehouses and steamboat 
landings occupied Bibb’s Capitol 

Reserve, and the old moat and mound 
were flattened to accommodate a 
railroad that transported valuable 
cotton bales to Cahawba’s remodeled 
town center. Then just as suddenly as 
it had been created in 1819, the town 
was all but abandoned following the 
Civil War.  

By the 20th century, fish camps 
replaced antebellum homes and 
mansions, and the once great city was 
rapidly being reclaimed by Alabama’s 
forests. In 1975 authority over the site 
was placed in the hands of the Alabama 
Historical Commission (AHC). Since 
that time, many people including 
Linda Derry, the Site Director; the 
Cahaba Foundation; and the AHC 
have sought to preserve, interpret, 
and promote the history of the park. 
Last summer, the AHC partnered with 
The University of Alabama Museums’ 
Office of Archaeological Research 
(OAR), to conduct an investigation 

of the 103 blocks that make up the 
central portion of the town: the three 
cemeteries at the park, the site of the 
statehouse, and the mound. OAR, 
members of the AHC, and volunteers 
from across the area surveyed, mapped, 
conducted ground penetrating radar 
(GPR), excavated, and analyzed for the 
better part of four months. As a result, 
over 262 surface features were mapped; 
782 potential unmarked graves were 
identified between the Old Cemetery 
(circa 1820), the New Cemetery (circa 
1850), and the African American Burial 
Ground, an anomaly believed to be 
associated with the initial construction 
of the Mississippian Mound, and 
possibly a wall of the statehouse 
were all identified. Excavations of 
the anomalies found with the GPR 
revealed the builders trench and 
portions of the brick footers of the 
collapsed statehouse. 

The AHC has again partnered 
with The University of Alabama 
Museums, this time to incorporate 
the Alabama Museum of Natural 
History’s Expedition program to help 
them explore more of the statehouse. 
The information garnered from the 
excavations will assist in interpretation 
of the site for the upcoming State 
Bicentennial. Old Cahawba still holds 
many secrets, and offers researchers 
and the general public opportunities 
to learn about the history of our state; 
from well before European contact, to 
after its establishment as the United 
States’ 22nd state. 

Lindsey Gordon and a young volunteer conducting ground penetrating radar in the  
New Cemetery. (Photo by Dr. Virgil Beasley)

Grave of Mary Eliza Perine at Old 
Cahawba. (Photo by Kareen Hawsey)
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T
EXPEDITION 39: A HISTORY OF A STATE
BY ALLIE SORLIE

The Museum Expedition has traveled 
the state immersing participants 
in archaeology or paleontology at 
fascinating sites, including prehistoric 
Mississippian villages, historic Creek 
towns, and the late cretaceous fossil 
beds of the Black Belt. While the 
location and the research change 
each year, some things never change. 
Campers and staff can always count on 
insects, dirt, and the unrelenting heat of 
an Alabama summer. This year, the 39th 
Museum Expedition takes the program 
back to Old Cahawba, Alabama’s first 
state capital. Old Cahawba, nestled 
between the Cahaba and Alabama 
rivers, promises to deliver those trusty 
constants. In its 39th year, the Museum 
Expedition is the beloved summer field 
science camp program of the Alabama 
Museum of Natural History. 

Though settlement of Cahawba extends 
back to prehistoric Native Americans, 
Alabama’s state capital occupied the 
once thriving river town from 1819-
1826. After the Civil War, the town 
was mostly deserted. Today, nature has 
taken over much of this ghost town, 
filled with historical information and 
archaeological finds that tell a rich and 
diverse history of the area. This year’s 
Expedition hopes to add to that body 
of knowledge.

The Expedition has been to the 
Old Cahawba site before: in 
1986, participants searched for the 
foundations of the old Episcopal 
church and ended up doing excavations 
on an old cotton warehouse and 
Confederate prison camp. This year, 
excavations will be focused on the 
first state capital building located near 
the center of town. The foundation 
of this building was uncovered last 
summer by the UA Museums’ Office of 
Archaeological Research prompting an 
interest in a more in-depth excavation.

Expedition participants range from 
middle school students to adult 
amateur archaeologists. Many campers 
have been coming for several years, 
with some on their 15th excavation! “I 
think we see participants continuing 
to return mostly because of the 

incredible bonds that are formed at the 
Expedition” says Museum Naturalist 
and Expedition leader, Todd Hester. 
“This bond of solidarity forms between 
campers. They are all experiencing this 
first hand with you, and you really end 
up becoming very close to each other.”

Insects, dirt, and heat are expected 
at every Expedition, but participants 
can also expect some unique and 
positive experiences that can’t be found 
anywhere else: challenging scientific 
experiences, the thrill of uncovering a 
piece of history hidden and untouched 
for generations, a camaraderie only 
found in the communal experience of 
bugs, dirt and heat, and some pretty 
decent food, along with the most 
competitive games of UNO on the 
planet. Expeditioners would not have it 
any other way.

Jonathan Matthews, Assistant Director at Old Cahawba, giving a tour to participants at 
Expedition 39.  (Photo by Jerome Adams)

Middle school students learning to 
interpret ground penetrating radar surveys 
during last year’s expedition.
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A
STUDYING DRAGONS
BY DR. JOHN C. ABBOTT

Ask anyone and they will tell you, 
dragonflies and damselflies are the 
coolest insects around! Ok, maybe not 
everyone feels that way, but those that 
are in the know certainly do. I have 
always been interested in insects, but 
became particularly fascinated with 
dragonflies and damselflies (insects 
belonging to the order Odonata) when 
I was an undergraduate. I have been 
studying them ever since. 

There are over 6,000 species of 
dragonflies and damselflies found on 
every continent but Antarctica. The 
immature stage, known as a nymph, 
is found in freshwater environments 
like ponds, lakes, streams, rivers, bogs, 
glades, and in some cases even tree 
holes. The nymphs are unique in the 
insect world in that they have a lower 
lip, the labium, that bears teeth and 
extends out to grab prey. Both adults 
and nymphs primarily feed on biting 
flies like mosquitoes, but they can take 
larger prey and nymphs will take prey 
the size of small fish and tadpoles. In 2011, I described the most recently 

discovered dragonfly, new to science, 
within the United States. I named it 
Cordulegaster sarracenia or the Sarracenia 
Spiketail after a genus of pitcher plants. 
This dragonfly has an early and short 
flight season, mid-March to mid-
April, and is associated with bogs and 
seepages where Pale Pitcher Plants 
(Sarracenia alata) occur in east Texas and 
western Louisiana. I have been studying 
the Sarracenia Spiketail intensively ever 
since its discovery. The species is rare 
and part of my research has been to 
determine if it should be petitioned for 
federal listing as an endangered species. 

I, along with a number of field 
assistants, have been exploring 
different areas in the Angelina (Texas) 
and Kisatchie (Louisiana) National 

Forests where this species occurs. The 
first couple of years, I was exploring 
all available habitats for both adults 
and nymphs. In order to describe the 
nymph, I had to rear it out in the 
laboratory and confirm its identity 
when the adult emerged. I have also 
been working to describe the life 
history of this dragonfly, determining 
that it molts 14 times over 3 years, 
before becoming an adult with only 3-4 
weeks to live! 

We conducted a standard mark-
recapture experiment in the field 
(used to estimate population size), 
but the numbers were so low, that 
it wasn’t revealing. So starting 
last year, we have been clipping a 
single tarsi (last segments of the 
leg) from both nymphs and adults, 
in order to extract DNA and to 
develop microsatellites (nucleotide 
tandem repeats in DNA sequences), 
which is like a DNA fingerprint; 

Pale-faced Clubskimmer (Brechmorhoga 
mendax) showing labium or lower mask 
found in dragonfly and damselfly nymphs.

Dragonfly and damselfly nymphs are just as diverse as their adult counterparts. This 
is a collage representing 19 different species and 9 different families. The undescribed 
nymph of Sarracenia Spiketail is the third one from the left on the top row.

Left: Common Green Darner (Anax 
junius) nymph feeding on a mosquito fish 
(Gambusia sp.).
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Even though many dragonflies and 
damselflies can be identified from 
photos, much like birds and butterflies, 
there are many that still prove difficult. 
The amateur community interested in 
dragonflies and damselflies in North 
America, has really grown since 2000 
when the first major field guide was 
published. Since then, I have done 
everything I can to encourage folks 
to learn about the group. One way I 
have done that was to start one of the 
first citizen science websites called 
OdonataCentral (www.OdonataCentral.
org) in 1999. It now has over 5,200 
registered users. Anyone can post 
pictures of a dragonfly or damselfly 
and get an ID on it. You can also 
help us with our understanding 
of dragonfly migration by getting 
involved with Pond Watch (www.
PondWatch.org). Pond Watch is another 
citizen science initiative I created to 
monitor dragonflies at a specific pond 
throughout the year.

Another project I am currently 
working on with colleagues at the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville 
and Rutgers University, is a method 
of automating identification of 
dragonflies using software. My 
colleague, and former student, now 
at Knoxville, has already created a 
piece of automated identification 
software called ODOMATIC. This 
software borrows methods from facial 

every one is unique. We use the 
microsatellites from the individual 
samples to estimate population 
size, survivorship, and look at gene 
flow or individual movement, from 
Texas to Louisiana. For those of you 
wondering, insects don’t have pain 
receptors, so they do not feel pain 
when the tarsus is clipped.

“Dr. Abbott has over 100 nymphs in living 
streams housed in the basement of Smith Hall. 
Some of these will emerge as adults next March, 
others will not become an adult until 2019.

John and Kendra Abbott removing a tarsi for DNA extraction, from adult Sarracenia 
Spiketail in the field.

Right now, I have over 100 nymphs in 
living streams housed in the basement 
of Smith Hall. Some of these will 
emerge as adults next March; others 
will not become adults until 2019! I’m 
using these nymphs to further work 
out the details of the life history of 
Sarracenia Spiketails.

Sarracenia Spiketail marked with non-toxic 
paint and perched on a pitcher plant.

Left: Living streams with dragonfly 
nymphs being reared.
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recognition, computer vision, and 
machine learning technology to classify 
images of odonates to the species level. 
This pilot system, trained with images 
of dragonfly and damselfly wings, 
can successfully classify these images 
to species with a 93% accuracy. The 
idea is that you can upload a picture 
of a dragonfly and the app will tell 
you what species you have. We are 
currently working on the next steps, 
including training the software using 
a larger library of wings. To do this, 
we are using the collections at UA to 
scan thousands of wings, 10 males 
and females of every species found 
in North America (462). Several UA 
undergraduate students have been 
helping in this process.

We are ultimately working towards 
the ability to identify dragonfly and 
damselfly images taken in nature (vs. 
scans). To achieve this goal, we will be 
using the hundreds of thousands of 
images that have been submitted to 
OdonataCentral to train the software. 
Ultimately, we will have a multi-
level user interface hosted on both 
OdonataCentral and the Dragonfly ID 
app we have created.

If you have never looked at dragonflies 
or damselflies, I encourage you to do 
so and downloading the app is a good 
place to start. They are an amazing 
group of insects that provide many 
areas for exploration and research. I 
would be more than happy to visit 
with any of the readers of the Museum 
Chronicle about them, so don’t hesitate 
to reach out to me. 

Funding for this research has been 
provided by a Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Grant, Wildlife Conservation Grant 
Program, a Louisiana State Wildlife 
Grant, and a National Science 
Foundation Advances in Bioinformatics 
(DBI#1564386) Grant.

Emily Charbonneau, UA undergraduate student, scanning wings of damselflies for 
ODOMATIC Project.

DragonflyID app available free for iPhones and soon on Android phones.

If you would like to volunteer in the collections at the University of Alabama Museums, 
contact Dr. John Abbott at 205-348-0534 or email at jabbott1@ua.edu.
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PRESERVING THE PAST: COMMUNITY EFFORTS  
AT MOUNDVILLE
BY DR. ALEXANDER BENITEZ

There are three primary narratives 
about Moundville Archaeological 
Park: it most significantly centers on 
its moumental status as one of the 
largest Pre-Columbian cities north of 
the U.S.-Mexico Border. The history 
of archaeological exploration of 
this vast city is equally interesting, 
encompassing more than 150 years and 
continuing to the present day. Locally, 
the most often repeated history is that 
of the site’s preservation and the efforts 
of University of Alabama geologist, 
Walter B. Jones, and the Depression 
Era Civilian Conservation Corps 
during the 1920s and 1930s. Notably 
missing in these narratives, however, 
are the local preservation efforts; 
especially that of one schoolteacher 
and the organization she led in the 
1920s. Together, Clara Powers and 
the Moundville Historical Society 
truly initiated the rescue efforts at 
what we now know as Moundville 
Archaeological Park.

Exploration of the site of Moundville 
can be traced back to the mid-
19th century, notably through the 
publication Ancient Monuments of the 
Mississippi Valley, by Squire and Davis in 
1848. Clarence B. Moore’s excavations 
in 1905 and 1906 are perhaps the best-
known explorations, as they were well 
published. While these and other works 
at the site led to a greater scientific 
appreciation of the ancient city’s 
historical importance, they also opened 
the site to looting and collecting; that, 
combined with the agricultural fields 
that covered the site’s plaza and even 
mound tops, led to a preservation 
crisis. The establishment of the 1915 
Alabama State Antiquities Law reflected 
the urgency of efforts to mitigate the 
looting crisis.

This is where Clara Powers and the 
local Moundville Historical Society 

(MHS) come in. Mrs. Powers was 
educated at the former Southern 
University in Greensboro, and taught 
in schools throughout Hale County for 
many years. In 1923, she and several 
locals established the MHS to help 
preserve the Moundville site. In doing 
so, she began a partnership between it 
and the city residents that continues 
nearly 100 years to this day. Together 
with Walter B. Jones and the support of 
an aging C.B. Moore (who had made 
the Site nationally known through his 
excavations), Powers helped establish 
Mound State Park in 1933. In 1938, it 
became Mound State Monument, and 
in 1962, its ownership was transferred 
to The University of Alabama. 
Today, thousands visit Moundville 
Archaeological Park, truly one of the 
most visually stunning ancient cities 
one will find in North America. While 
evidence of Dr. Jones’ and the CCC’s 
impact on the site is abundantly 
evident (the Jones Archaeological 
Museum, constructed by the CCC, 

was named in his honor), Clara 
Powers and the Moundville Historical 
Society’s preservation efforts did not 
leave visible imprints on the landscape, 
and so have not been honored. But 
as was stated in a memorial tribute 
published about Clara’s passing in 
1979, “She was charitable, gentle, kind, 
never critical. She never sought praise 
for herself, but was quick to give due 
praise and recognition to others.” 
Perhaps this is the way she would have 
wanted it.

Concrete mixer mixing first batch of concrete for new museum building.
May 24, 1937. (Courtesy of UA Museums’ collections)

Plaster casts for new museum frieze. 1939. 
(Coutesy of UA Museums’ collections)
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A
WILLIAM C. GORGAS AND THE GREAT WAR: GORGAS HOUSE EXHIBIT
BY MATTHEW CULVER, LIAM ADKISON, AND CHANDLER PADGETT; STUDENTS, THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA

April 6th, 2017 marked the 100th 
anniversary of America’s entrance into 
“The Great European War,” known 
today as World War I. On April 6th, 
1917, the US Army fielded 133,000 
men. By the same date on 1918, over 
4 million men and women were in 
uniform, including more than 95,000 
Alabamians. The US government spent 
nearly as much money in the first six 
months of the war as it had in its entire 
history up to that point.

Major General William Crawford 
Gorgas, son of former UA President 
Josiah Gorgas and Amelia Gayle 
Gorgas, became Surgeon General 
of the United States Army in 1914. 
William, already a decorated medical 
officer as a result of his actions to 
eradicate yellow fever in the Panama 
Canal Zone, quickly began to prepare 
his department for war. As part of his 
sweeping reforms of the US Army 
Medical Department, he created the 
US Army Sanitary Corps, ancestor of 
the modern Medical Service Corps. 
To meet the growing demands of the 
burgeoning Army, William increased 
the number of medical officers from 
300 to 30,000 by the end of the war. 
He also recruited top doctors like the 
Mayo brothers of the Mayo Clinic. 
As Surgeon General, Gorgas instituted 
sweeping changes in the camp sanitary 
regulations, implementing the lessons 
he learned while in the tropics. 

The 4th Alabama Infantry, fresh from 
constabulary duty on the Mexican 
Border under General Pershing, were 
called up by the National Army 
and re-designated the 167th US 
Infantry Regiment with 3,677 men. 
They departed Camp Sheridan in 
Montgomery bound for Camp Mills, 
New York, where they joined the other 
regiments of the 42nd Infantry Division 
“Rainbow.” Their experiences in France, 
marked by savage fighting and the 
rare use of the bayonet as a decisive 

battlefield implement, would prove to 
the nation the spirit and determination 
of Alabama men. Five hundred sixty-
two would fall in the fighting, including 
several UA students and alumni, which 
accounted for 73% of Alabama’s dead 
in the Great War.

During the conflict, the University of 
Alabama welcomed the familiar sounds 
of military cadence and drill as one of 
the first Student Army Training Corps 
campuses in the nation. A harsh military 
commandant by the name of Major 
Edward Otho Cresap Ord II, son of 

Walter B. Jones’ Service Coat displayed at the Gorgas House. (Photo by Molly Buffington)

Display case in Gorgas House exhibit. (Photo by Evan Terry)
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Civil War Major General EOC Ord, 
imposed strict military doctrine on the 
students, going so far as to jail the editors 
of the Crimson White student newspaper 
for speaking out against his policies. Two 
thousand two hundred fifty-four students 
and alumni participated in the war effort, 
with 26 dying of disease or killed in 
action in France. 

Although medical care had been an 
important part of many previous 
conflicts, the Great War saw a major 
rise in the frequency of medical care 
on and near the battlefield, often 
carried out by female nurses. These 
nurses came from all across America, 
working as contractors for the US 
Army. In Birmingham, a nun named 
Sister Chrysostom Moynahan gathered 
several of her fellow Daughters of 
Charity and went to Vicenza, Italy. 
They formed part of a group of nurses 
known as the Loyola Unit. These brave 
women, serving mere miles from the 
fighting between Italy and Austria, 
worked tirelessly to treat all manner of 

wounds, including soldiers suffering 
psychologically. The Loyola women 
who came from the Daughters of 
Charity also brought spiritual aid to 
the wounded, serving as both nurses 
and chamberlains. 

One of these Loyola nurses was a 
woman named Anne Mae Beddow, who 
had studied nursing in Birmingham 
before traveling to Europe in 
early 1918. While Ms. Beddow’s 
contributions during the war were 
heroic, earning her medals from both 
the American and Italian governments, 
her medical expertise only grew 
after the war, when she made great 
advancements as a nurse anesthetist. 
Ms. Beddow was instrumental to the 
development and spread of intravenous 
anesthesia. She and the other Loyola 
nurses worked closely with the Medical 

Department during the war.
“William C. Gorgas and the Great 
War,” currently on display in the 
Gorgas House Museum, follows the 
story of Major General Gorgas and 
Base Hospital No. 102 during their 
experiences in America’s first world 
war. In addition, the Gorgas House was 
proud to partner with the University of 
Alabama Office of Veteran and Military 
Affairs to present “Lafayette, We Are 
Here! America Enters the First World 
War,” memorializing the remarkable 
story of the 167th United States 
Infantry Regiment and the University 
of Alabama campus during the Great 
War. The display is in the VMA’s office 
on the third floor of Houser Hall.
This exhibit was created by the work of 
three undergraduate research interns: 
Matthew Culver, Liam Adkison, and 
Chandler Padgett. 

Five hundred sixty-two Alabama soldiers would fall in the fighting, 
including several University of Alabama students and alumni, which 
accounted for 73% of Alabama’s dead in the Great War.

AFROTC Color Guard at opening ceremony. (Photo by Evan Terry)

Veteran and Military Affairs Assistant 
Director Alexandria Bynum speaks at the 
opening event March 4, 2017. (Photo by 
Evan Terry)
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Culver, a junior majoring in History 
and Computer Science from 
Chesterfield, Virginia, pioneered the 
partnership between UA Museums 
and the Veteran and Military Affairs 
Office. Drawing from experiences 
as an intern with the United States 
Army Quartermaster Museum, Culver 
explored his personal connection to the 
167th Infantry. He has an ancestor who 
was in the unit and died in combat. 
Culver looks forward to taking the 
lessons and experiences gained from 
his work on the campus project back to 
the Quartermaster Museum in Fort Lee, 
Virginia, this summer.

Liam Adkison, a Senior majoring in 
History from Birmingham, Alabama, 
focused on Walter B. Jones and Anne 
Mae Beddow. Liam is preparing to 
continue his education by pursuing a 
Masters in History at the University of 
Alabama and has a particular interest in 
public history. Over the course of this 
exhibit, he strengthened his research 
abilities and found a love of bringing 
the stories of the past to those who 
would otherwise not hear them. 

Chandler Padgett is a senior majoring 
in history and anthropology from 
Memphis, Tennessee. He developed 
the portion of the exhibit dedicated 
to William’s life and work, while also 
working on much of the design. An 
aspiring museum professional, he 
delighted in the opportunity to work 
on an actual exhibit, obtaining valuable 
knowledge from the difficulties of the 

development process. Padgett hopes 
to educate the public in dynamic ways 
through museums. 

The ‘Lafayette, We Are Here!’ exhibit will 
open at the Mildred Westervelt Warner 
Transportation Museum on August 1.

Houser Exhibit on opening day. Matthew Culver, Liam Adkison, Dr. Bomar, Matthew Ogonowski, and Ron Howard present.  
(Photo by Evan Terry)

Display Case in Houser Exhibit. (Photo by Evan Terry)



Mu s e u m  C H RO N I C LE •  1 5

INDOMITABLE EUGENE ALLEN SMITH
BY MARY BETH PRONDZINSKI

MMuch has been written about Eugene 
Allen Smith, his years as State 
Geologist, and his many contributions 
to The University of Alabama. These 
successes were part of Smith’s legacy 
and stature throughout the state. But 
what many people don’t realize is 
that E.A. Smith was instrumental in 
acquiring Federal lands to financially 
subsidize the rebuilding of the campus 
after the Civil War.

The original allocation of State of 
Alabama lands was 46,080 acres of 
university property. After the Civil 
War, the economy of the state and the 
financial situation of The University 
were so depressed it took six years 
before the school was capable of 
reopening. Throughout the 1870s, 
there was little improvement in 
finances, which lead to a number of 
Congressional requests for indemnity 
that were largely ignored. Smith, 
along with influential friends, lobbied 
Washington to compensate The 
University for its war-time losses. 
In 1884, Congress finally approved 
46,080 acres as an “endowment” whose 
revenue would be used to rebuild The 
University’s academic programs, restore 
its library, and replace the scientific 
apparatus destroyed by fire.

The original land commissioners 
were attorneys A.C. Hargrove and J. 
Burns Moore who along with Smith 
took great care in selecting mineral-
rich lands that could be leased or 
incrementally disposed of as needed. 
Together, they cautioned the University 
Board to move judiciously in the 
future before disposing of its valuable 
acquisition.

The revenues generated by these 
lands have helped The University 
through several periods of financial 
difficulties, as well as contributed to 
the maintenance and continued growth 
of programs that resurfaced from the 

war’s ashes. Thanks to Eugene Allen 
Smith’s extensive land surveillance 
as State Geologist, he was able to 

recommend and acquire acreages that 
would yield the highest return from 
their environmental resources!

Dr. Smith and colleagues encamped at Prattville, September 16, 1886. (Photo courtesy 
UA Libraries)

Glass plate photo of sketch of University of Alabama Rotunda ruins. Photo by E.A. 
Smith, ca.1900. Sketch ca.1866.
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at the University of Michigan working 
in their Natural History Museum’s 
Anthropology Collection under Karen 
O’Brien and Dr. Lisa Young.

R
SAY HELLO TO UA MUSEUMS BABIES
BY KELLI HARRIS

Recently, UA Museums staffers have 
been busy adding to their families. Four 
staff members have new babies and the 
rest of us could not be happier to have 
these new little ones in our extended 
museum family as well. 

Our first baby, Conor Friel, is Dr. John 
Friel’s and wife Melisa’s baby boy 
born in December. John is Director 
of the Alabama Museum of Natural 
History. Next came baby Felix Edge, 
born in January. Felix is the son of 
Katherine and Michael Edge. His mom, 
Katherine, is the director of the Mildred 
Westervelt Warner Transportation 
Museum. Soon after, staff member 
Matthew Ogonowski’s and spouse 
Sarah’s third child, Joseph, joined us 

in March. Matthew is 
on the Gorgas House 
Museum staff and is a 
History instructor at the 
University. Eliza Joffray, 
our only girl, was born in 
March as well. Eliza is the 
daughter of Lydia Joffray, 
our director of the 
Gorgas House Museum, 
and her husband, Jeremy 
Joffray, who also works 
at UA.

Welcome Conor, Felix, 
Joseph and Eliza! We are 
looking forward to seeing 
you grow up with UA 
Museums.

UA Museums staffers and babies, on location at the 
Alabama Museum of Natural History: left to right-John 
Friel and his son, Conor, Katherine Edge and her son, 
Felix, Matthew Ogonowski and his son, Joseph, and Lydia 
Ellington and her daughter, Eliza.

James Scott at University of Alabama 
Museums’ Warner Transportation Museum.

J
MILDRED WESTERVELT WARNER TRANSPORTATION 
MUSEUM WELCOMES NEW EMPLOYEE

James Scott arrived at University 
of Alabama Museums’ Warner 
Transportation Museum as the new 
Education Assistant in January 2017. 
Originally from Michigan, he came 
to Alabama from Wichita, KS after 
having finished his M.A. in Biological 
Anthropology. He received a Bachelor 
of Science in 2010 from Central 
Michigan University, where he studied 
Anthropology and Museum Studies.

James came to us well grounded in 
the museum world. While at Central 
Michigan University (CMU), he 
interned at Michigan State University 
Museum under Val Berryman, working 
as a collections care intern in the history 
collection. After graduating from 
CMU, James continued to pursue his 
interest in museums by volunteering 

In 2011, James aided anthropologist, 
Dr. Casey Barrier, in the excavation of 
Washausen, an Early American bottom 
archaeological site in Southwest Illinois. 
After returning from the field, James 
continued to work on the artifacts that 
were recovered from Washausen at 
the University of Michigan’s Natural 
History Museum.

James was accepted into the graduate 
program at Wichita State University 
for Biological Anthropology in 2013. 
There he worked at the Lowell D. 
Holmes Museum of Anthropology as a 
Curator of Exhibitions, under Museum 
Director Jerry Smith. His duties there 
included exhibit development, as well 
as partnering in the development and 
installation of student exhibits for his 
museum class.
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LIVING HISTORY FESTIVAL:  
NEW CONVERSATIONS ABOUT OLD STORIES
BY ALLIE SORLIE

For the fourth year in a row, history 
came alive during the UA Museums’ 
annual Living History Festival. Visitors 
to the program came face-to-face with 
history as actors portrayed figures from 
the University of Alabama’s past. This 
year, the program was expanded to 
include the Mildred Westervelt Warner 
Transportation Museum and the 
Tuscaloosa Preservation Society’s Old 
Tavern in downtown Tuscaloosa. The 
Alabama Museum of Natural History, 
the Gorgas House Museum, and a 
historic tour of the Quad rounded out 
the other locations for the festival.

Each of the Living History Festival 
locations featured actors in period 
clothing, representing a combined 
twelve historical figures from as far 
back as the 1700s, who were given 
a stage to tell their stories, and 
familiarize visitors with their histories 
and past contributions. Amelia Gayle 
Gorgas talked about being the first 
female librarian at the University of 
Alabama, as well as postmistress and 
hospital matron, in the same building 
that became the Gorgas family home 
and bears their name. Alabama’s first 
state geologist, Michael Tuomey, shared 
tales of his expeditions collecting 
natural history samples that would 
become the start of Alabama Museum 
of Natural History’s collections. 
Mildred Westervelt Warner told of her 
time as president of the Gulf States 
Paper Corporation and her work as 
a philanthropist at the museum of 
her namesake. Former Alabama state 
congressman and architect, Robert 
Jemison Jr., spent time at the Old 
Tavern, talking about his past as a 
politician and his work with Horace 
King, the famous bridge builder. 

Visitors were also able to attend a 
historic walking tour of campus that 
covered slavery’s role in the building 
and operation of the University of 
Alabama. The tour was developed by 
Dr. Hilary Green, a UA professor in 
Gender and Race Studies, and has been 
a part of the Living History Festival 
for two years. Historical documents 
and research-based accounts created 
a holistic story of the University of 
Alabama’s early history, reminders of 
which can still be seen today.

Some of the women, men, and stories 
portrayed in the Living History Festival 
are well known, their names on streets 
or buildings around town; those whose 
contributions may be less or even 
unknown, can still be felt in everyday 
life, though their names don’t come 
up in conversation. The Living History 
Festival opens the door to history 
which may have been forgotten, by 
introducing the opportunity for new 
conversations about these influential 
figures of days past.

Josiah and Amelia Gorgas, portrayed by 
Andrew Smith and Mary Beth Prondzinski, 
greet visitors in their home, the Gorgas 
House Museum, during the Living History 
Festival. (Photo by Kelli Harris)

Anne Kavannaugh and William Gorgas, 
portrayed by Camilla Canty and Ben 
Kuhlman, stand outside the Gorgas House 
Museum to greet visitors during the Living 
History Festival. (Photo by Kelli Harris)

Mrs. Ann Hodges, portrayed by UA 
student Jessica Amerson, stands next to 
the meteorite that thrust her into fame. 
While napping in her Sylacauga, Alabama 
home on the afternoon of November 
30, 1954, Mrs. Hodges became the only 
person to have ever been struck by an 
object from space. (Photo by Kelli Harris)
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UA MUSEUM’S BIOBLITZ & EARTH DAY CELEBRATION  
AT MOUNDVILLE ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK
BY JOHN FRIEL, PH.D.

For Earth Day this April 22, 2017, 
the Alabama Museum of Natural 
History held its first BioBlitz and 
Earth Day celebration at Moundville 
Archaeological Park.

The goal of this year’s BioBlitz was 
to encourage the public to observe as 
many species of plants and animals 
as possible, and to act as “citizen 
scientists” to assist in documenting 
the biodiversity within the park. To 
facilitate this effort, museum staff and 
volunteers with expertise in different 
groups of organisms lead guided 

tours throughout the day. These tours 
focused on wild flowers, butterflies, 
other insects, amphibians, reptiles, 
and birds. In addition to helping with 
species identifications, the tour leaders 
also educated the participants about 
the interesting biology and ecology 
of many of these organisms as they 
explored the park.

Over 60 participants joined us for 
the BioBlitz, and several used the 
iNaturalist program to document their 
observations. iNaturalist is an online 
social network for sharing biodiversity 

information to learn about nature. This 
network also works as a crowdsourced 
species identification system, as well as 
an organism occurrence-recording tool.

In the end, BioBlitz participants 
submitted over 280 iNaturalist 
observations, and helped to document 
at least 183 different species within 
the park. Furthermore, this species 
count is expected to increase, as 
some observations have not yet 
been identified to species, and could 
eventually be classified by members of 
the iNaturalist community later.

Common Whitetail Dragonfly (Plathemis lydia) observed at the 2017 UA Museums’ 
BioBlitz at Moundville Archaeological Park. (Photo by John Abbott)
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Discovering Alabama, The University 
of Alabama Arboretum and the 
Education Outreach staff from the 
Alabama Museum of Natural History. 

Given the positive response to this 
year’s event, staff from The University 
of Alabama Museums are already 
discussing plans to hold a similar 
BioBlitz event next year at The 
University of Alabama Arboretum.

Highlights of the BioBlitz included 
several new records of butterflies (e.g., 
the Silvery Checkerspot, and Eastern 
Comma for Hale County), as well as 
some fascinating insects and other 
arthropods photographed by Dr. John 
Abbott, Director of Museum Research 
and Collections. Complete results of 
the BioBlitz, including some amazing 
images of the plants and animals 
seen in the park that day are available 
online at http://www.inaturalist.org/

projects/2017-bioblitz-at-moundville-
archaeological-park .

In addition to the BioBlitz, as 
part of the Earth Day Celebration, 
participants engaged in activities 
related to biodiversity, environmental 
education, and conservation. These 
activities were offered by several 
groups who staffed tables in front of 
the Jones Museum, including Tide for 
Tusks, University of Alabama Press, 

Bioblitz participant and recent UA graduate Elspeth Pierce 
holding a dragonfly she observed during the event.  
(Photo by Bill Bomar)

Southern Black Racer (Coluber constrictor priapus) observed at 
2017 UA Museums’ Bioblitz at Moundville Archeological Park. 
(Photo by John Friel)

Silvery Checkerspot Butterfly (Chlosyne 
nycteis) observed at the 2017 UA Museums’ 
BioBlitz at Moundville Archaeological Park. 
(Photo by Steve and Mary Jane Krotzer)

Clasping Venus’ Looking Glass (Triodanis 
perfoliata) observed at the 2017 UA 
Museums’ BioBlitz at Moundville 
Archaeological Park. (Photo by John Friel)

Spicebush Swallowtail Butterfly (Papilio 
troilus) observed at the 2017 UA Museums’ 
BioBlitz at Moundville Archaeological 
Park. (Photo by John Abbott)
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OBJECTS IN MOTION: THE LIFE HISTORY OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN’S MOUNDVILLE COLLECTION
BY DR. ALEXANDER BENITEZ

Visitors wandering through 
the Jones Archaeological 
Museum’s Lost Realm of the 
Black Warrior exhibit
are instantly transported 
back in time and invited 
to passively participate in 
what could have been one of 
Moundville’s most important 
historic moments: a wedding 
ceremony of the city’s ruling 
elite. The life-size dioramas 
re-creating this event provide 
a dramatic context for the 
hundreds of objects on 
display. This is, however, 
only one of many stories 
these objects can tell. While there 
are many archaeological stories to be 
told, the objects themselves have life 
histories that have continued beyond 
the Mississippian period. A careful 
observer reading the exhibit labels 
will note that many of the objects 
are attributed to the Smithsonian 
Institution’s National Museum of the 
American Indian. Why and how did 
these items, found and mostly made 
at Moundville, come to be associated 
with an institution located thousands 
of miles away? The answer isn’t as 
straightforward as it may seem; but, 
the story does begin with one earnest 
individual named Clarence Bloomfield 
Moore (C.B. Moore).

C.B. Moore (1852-1936), was a 
wealthy amateur archaeologist from 
Philadelphia, who devoted more than 
three decades to exploring the ancient 
mounds and sites of the southeast U.S. 
Unlike many amateur archaeologists of 
his time, he thoroughly documented 
much of his work in volumes published 
by the Academy of Natural Sciences 
(ANS) of Philadelphia that are still 
referenced today.  In February 1905, 
Moore outfitted his steamboat, the 
Gopher, to survey the Black Warrior 

Valley of Alabama. 
This work included 
his first investigations 
at the ancient city of 
Moundville. Following 
the success of his 
initial excavation, 
he returned in the 
winter of 1906 and 
collected thousands 
of additional 
objects, including 
many of the most 
prized discoveries 
ever made. Moore’s 
association with 
the ANS naturally 

led him to deposit his archaeological 
collections, including the Moundville 
materials, at that institution. The ANS 
had extensive archaeological collections 
that were highly regarded, and Moore’s 
collections only enhanced this 
reputation. The Moundville objects thus 
resided in Philadelphia for many years, 
where they were studied by scholars and 
viewed by thousands of visitors.

Museum collections and the objects 
they contain are not, however, static. 
Once removed from their original 
depositional location on a site, 
archaeological objects begin a new life 
history that begins with their transport 
to a repository that may be a museum 
or other collection facility. There 
they join thousands or millions of 
other objects as items to be archived, 
studied, put on display in exhibits, 
or perhaps even distributed to other 
museums. Owing to, perhaps, the 
start of the Great Depression, and a 
change in institutional focus, the latter 
is precisely what occurred with the 
ANS Moundville collections in 1929.  
That year, the ANS made the historic 
decision to eliminate its anthropology 
department and deaccession its 
anthropological collections, including 

the C.B. Moore collection. The 
publicized justification was that the 
ANS was reaffirming its commitment 
to the study of the natural sciences. 
The Moundville collection was thus 
now up for grabs.

Two of the players in this clash for 
one of the most important private 
collections ever amassed in the 
U.S. were museum heavyweights: 
The Museum of the University 
of Pennsylvania (MUP) (now the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology) and 
the Museum of the American Indian: 
Heye Foundation (MAI) in New 
York. In a May 5, 1929 letter written 
by MUP curator J. Alden Mason to 
his Director Horace Jayne, Mason 
states that MUP had never collected 
significant archaeological material 
from the U.S., in large part, because 
it was the ANS’s area of strength. 
(Both are Philadelphia institutions.) 
The acquisition of the C.B. Moore 
collection was thus imperative, 
according to Mason. Decrying MAI 
founder and Director George Gustav 
Heye’s intent to take the collection 
to New York City, Mason vented 
that it was an insult to the people of 
Philadelphia for the collections of a 
good Philadelphian to leave the city!  
He stated this despite the fact that C.B. 

Clarence Bloomfield Moore.

Clarence Bloomfield Moore’s steamboat, 
“The Gopher.”
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Washington D.C. region between 1999-
2004, when the museum’s Cultural 
Resources Center collections facility 
was completed. It is from here that 
the objects now on view at the Jones 
Archaeological Museum were loaned in 
2009. But don’t ask why the associated 
C.B. Moore Moundville excavation 
journals from the MAI’s Huntington 
Free library were transferred to Cornell 
University in New York instead of the 
National Museum of the American 
Indian’s archives…that (his)story has 
one final twist.

Moore himself had already decided to 
sell the collection to Heye’s museum 
because he believed it would be better 
cared for there. Notably, the MAI 
itself was going through significant 
changes at this time. But while the 
Depression may have contributed to 
the ANS sale of part of its collections, 
the Depression’s negative impact on 
the MAI, ironically, likely justified its 
acquisition of the Moore collection.

In 1928 and 1929, the MAI lost 
several members of its aging Board 
of Trustees. Apart from guiding the 
museum’s establishment in 1916 and 
its opening to the public in 1921, the 
Trustees largely funded the cutting-edge 
research carried out by museum staff 
throughout the Western Hemisphere. 
In a very short time, many scholarly 
volumes had been published by the 
museum. This all stopped in 1929. 
Facing a crisis of funding caused by 
the Depression and the loss of his 
primary donors, Director George Heye 
himself made the drastic decision to 
focus the MAI’s resources on acquiring 
collections and to stop all museum 
field research. Absent the need to fund 
research, combined with the forced 
sale of notable private collections at 
low Depression prices, Heye was able 
to grow the MAI’s collections despite 
his reduced funding sources. The C.B. 

Moore collections became available 
to him at just the right time. So in 
1929, with the blessing of C.B. Moore 
himself, the Moundville collection 
was transferred to MAI in New York. 
There the collections remained until 
they were incorporated into the 
Smithsonian in 1989.

Despite George Heye’s optimism 
and dedication to the MAI, his death 
in 1958 brought significant changes 
to the museum. The prosperity of 
the 1920s was a distant memory in 
the early 1960s when the museum 
found itself unable to attract many 
visitors. The financial struggles of 
the 1960s and 1970s led to calls for 
the museum’s re-organization, and 
an audit of the museum’s finances 
and museum practices. The state 
of New York became involved, and 
more than a decade of financial and 
legal struggles ensued, threatening 
the existence of the museum. In 
the 1980s, after several attempts to 
move the museum outside of New 
York (vehemently fought by New 
York State’s attorneys), the new MAI 
Board of Trustees agreed to transfer 
ownership of the MAI collections 
to the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, DC, inaugurating the 
Smithsonian National Museum of the 
American Indian in 1989. The MAI 
collections, including the Moundville 
objects, were ultimately moved to the 

“....in 1929, with the blessing of C.B. Moore 
himself, the Moundville collection was 
transferred to MAI in New York. There 
the collections remained until they were 
incorporated into the Smithsonian in 1989.

C. B. Moore 
collection pottery 
from Moundville.

C. B. Moore 
collection stone pipe 
from Moundville.
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Terra Explorations cleaning, analyzing 
and reporting on archaeological artifacts 
from around the southeast. She really 
likes museums and ultimately hopes 
to work in one, but hasn’t settled on a 
specific area yet.

In addition to these academic interests, 
Jamie has an iris flower garden and a 
great-grandfather who bred irises. She 
enjoys collecting rocks for other people 
and has no less than 19 pets, including 
six poodles, one giant schnauzer, two 
cats, seven chickens, two Beta fish and a 
pet snail named Odin.

UUniversity of Alabama anthropology 
student, Jamie Bynum, started 
volunteering with the entomology 
collections in February of this year. 
She is a freshman from Tuscaloosa, 
who is minoring in GIS (geographic 
information systems) and history.

Jamie has been helping out with two 
different dragonfly projects. She has 
been taking care of over 100 dragonfly 
nymphs in the basement of Smith 
Hall, part of a research project looking 
at population size and survivorship 
of a rare species. “I’m one of those 
weird people who likes to learn about 

everything! When I heard about the 
volunteer position in the entomology 
collection, I thought, why not, it seems 
interesting…and now I’m glad I did.” 

Jamie has also been helping with 
another project to develop software for 
automatically identifying dragonflies 
from photos. She has been clipping and 
scanning damselfly wings in order to 
build a library to train the software. 

Jamie has been so impressive that we are 
hiring her part-time this summer and 
welcoming her to the collections staff! 
She will also be working part-time at 

GIVING BACK to MAKE A DIFFERENCE
BY JOHN C. ABBOTT AND MARY BETH PRONDZINSKI

Jamie Bynum processing a dragonfly in the entomology lab.



Yes, I/we want to support The University of Alabama Museums. 

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA MUSEUMS MEMBERSHIP
GIVING LEVELS & BENEFITS

Box 870340, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487
205-348-9826 • giving.ua.edu

Amount of Gift ______________

❑ Alabama River ($40 –$99)

❑ Black Warrior River ($100 –$249)

❑ Cahaba River ($250 –$499)

❑ Coosa River ($500 –$999)

❑ Sipsey River ($1,000 –$2,499)

❑ Douglas Epps Jones Society ($2,500 –$4,999)

❑ Eugene Allen Smith Society ($5,000+)

Full Name _________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Home Telephone ___________________________________________________________________

Employer _________________________________________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________________________

 Check (payable to The University of Alabama Museums)

 American Express  Discover  MasterCard  Visa

Credit Card Number _________________________________ Expiration Date _________________

Signature  _________________________________________________________________________

Much of the natural beauty of Alabama is found among its many rivers. To recognize the vital role these rivers play in making our state 
unique, The University of Alabama Museums has designated gift membership levels with the names of some of Alabama’s best-known and 
beloved rivers. All membership levels are important to the Museum. We hope you will be as generous as your circumstances allow.  
 
Note: Each membership level receives the benefits listed plus all benefits of levels that precede it.

Alabama River ($40–$99)
• Unlimited admission (except for special 

events) to Moundville Archaeological 
Park, Alabama Museum of Natural 
History, Gorgas House and Paul W. 
Bryant Museum

• Membership newsletter
• Discounts on Museum programs and 

Summer Expedition
• Membership card and decal
• Recognition in newsletter
• Invitations to special member events

Black Warrior River ($100–$249)
• Discovering Alabama DVDs
• 10% discount at University of Alabama 

Museum Shops

 
 
 

Cahaba River ($250–$499)
• Free admission to Moundville Native 

American Festival
• Unlimited admission to Museums for five 

guests
• A one-year gift membership at Alabama 

River level
• Additional 10% (20% total) discount at 

University of Alabama Museum Shops

Coosa River ($500–$999)
• Unlimited admission to Museums for two 

additional guests (seven total)
• Reduced rental rates for Museum facilities

Sipsey River ($1,000–$2,499)
• Unlimited admission to Museums for 

three additional guests (10 total)
• Two additional one-year gift memberships 

(three total), all at Black Warrior level

Douglas E. Jones Society ($2,500–$4,999)
• Unlimited admission to Museums for two 

additional guests (12 total)
• Special recognition in Smith Hall Foyer
• Three one-year gift memberships 

upgraded to Cahaba River level

Eugene Allen Smith Society ($5,000+)
• Book on natural history from The 

University of Alabama Press
• Unlimited admission to Museums for 

three additional guests (15 total)

University Museums
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University Museums

Moundville Archaeological Park
Demonstrations and presentations related to Native 
Americans, archaeology, natural history, sustainable 
gardening and more. Hands-on activities for children

Each Saturday in July,  
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Free with regular park admission

SATURDAY IN 
THE PARK


