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1.1	Introduction to Your Hometown 

Key Messages

· Share some details about your municipality to give the MLA a picture of your community. Population, key industries or businesses, challenges, successes and innovations, etc. 

· We thank you for taking the time to meet with us and discuss our current issues, as part of SUMA’s Advocacy Week.


1.2	Current Overarching Areas of Concern
Municipal Revenue Sharing and Revenue Sources

Key Messages
· We appreciate the Government of Saskatchewan honouring its commitment to the current municipal revenue sharing formula.
· Revenue sharing was originally called the Municipal Operating Grant, and it was calculated based on the provincial interest in municipal services, such as policing, fire, and recreation.
· To ensure the security and predictability of this program, SUMA has asked the government to commit to making the program permanent though changes in legislation. 
· Property taxes and funding from other orders of government are the two main revenue sources for municipalities. We support SUMA’s advocacy to develop other revenue streams for municipalities.
Downloading

Key Messages
· Since revenue sharing was introduced, the provincial government has begun downloading further provincial costs and responsibilities onto hometowns, suggesting we use revenue sharing to pay for the downloaded costs.
· Hometowns are already struggling with a significant infrastructure deficit and the need to provide services, often to a growing population.
· There is only one pool of taxpayers. When the provincial government downloads to hometowns, residents pay. Property tax increases do not consider the ability to pay in the same way provincial taxes (such as sales taxes and income taxes) can.
· The partial or complete transfer of provincial programs and services onto municipalities without dedicated revenue streams can’t continue. Hometown budgets are already stretched thin, and we don’t have many places to raise more revenue.
· We support SUMA calling on the provincial government to stop downloading to hometowns.
Consultation
Key Messages
· Effective collaboration between the Province and SUMA members enhances growth and opportunity for the people of Saskatchewan, promotes a better quality of life, and ensures responsive and responsible government.
· Prior meaningful consultation ensures that municipal and provincial interests are identified and understood so that both orders of government can work together more effectively.
· Budget 2017 showed the dangers to all parties of not adequately consulting or understanding changes before they are made. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We support SUMA’s call for the provincial government to engage in meaningful consultation.
1.3	Active SUMA Resolutions
All SUMA resolutions are available on our website with more details and information, including official responses we’ve received from the Province. You can search by resolution title or year. 
Government Relations
· Adding Fines Related to Bylaw Enforcement to the Tax Roll (2017)
· Adding Building Permit Fees to the Tax Roll (2017)
· National Disaster Mitigation Program (2017)
· Fire Protection Development Levies (2016)
· Building Canada Fund (2016)
· Utility Bill Collection Costs (2016)
· Asset Management (2015)
· Fuel Tax Exemption for Municipal Police and Fire (2015)
· Revenue Sharing (2015)

Environment
· Post-Flood Cleanup (2017)
· Water Quality Assurance (2017)
· Costs of Landfill Decommissioning (2016)
· Water Quality and Waste Management Monitoring (2016)
· Fire Guard for Northern Saskatchewan (2016)
· MMRP (2015)

Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure
· Northern Road Maintenance and Repair (2015)

SOCIAL SERVICES
· Transit Assistance for People with Disabilities (2016)
· The Cost of Internment (2016)

ECONOMY
· Water Quality Assurance (2017)

FINANCE
· PST Exemption for Fire Fighting Equipment (2017)
· Equal Taxation in Provincial Parks (2017)

CROWN CORPORATIONS
· Upgrade to Power Lines for Northern Saskatchewan (2016)
· Failing to Yield to Emergency Vehicles (2016)
· Bicycle Helmet Safety (2015)
· Expanded Golf Cart Use (2015)
· Motor Vehicle Collision Rates for Fire Departments (2015)
PREMIER
· Provincial Carbon Tax (2017)

EDUCATION
· Single Integrated Library Systems Funding (2016)
· Public Works Certificate Program (2015)

HEALTH
· Smoking and Vaping in Public Areas (2016)
· Option to Delegate Plumbing and Sewer Inspection Services (2016)

1.3	Other SUMA Policy Positions

All official SUMA Policy Positions are available on our website with more details and information. Provincial downloading and revenue sharing key messages are covered above, but you may also want to review the full policy positions for details. 

· Amalgamation
· Saskatchewan Transportation Company (STC)
· Fine Revenue Distribution
· STARS Air Ambulance
· Climate Change Adaptation
· Rail Safety
· Provincial Recreation
· Immigration and Settlement
· Firefighter Compensation for Motor Vehicle Collisions
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