
DATE
The Honourable Don McMorris
Minister of Government Relations
Room 306, Legislative Building 
2405 Legislative Drive
REGINA,  SK    S4S 0B3

Dear Minister McMorris:


Our council is writing to express our deep concerns about your choice to maintain the next municipal election date, despite substantial feedback from SUMA, cities, towns, villages, and even the province’s own Chief Electoral Officer recommending a change.

Our municipality stands united with other SUMA members in the need for a change. The province’s poorly-considered decision to move the municipal election date into November has led to additional risk of disruption by winter storms—as seen in 2020—and to a substantial delay in necessary orientation, committee formation, budgeting, and year-end procedures for municipalities. 
While we value our partnership with school boards, and respect that the Saskatchewan School Boards Association may prefer that our election date remain the same, municipalities must be the ones to decide when their elections are held. We pay for them, we staff them, and we protect the democratic process in our communities. 
We call upon you not only as the Minister of Government Relations, but as our elected MLA, to respect the wishes of your constituency, and those elected to represent 80 per cent of the population in Saskatchewan, as well as the advice of the Chief Electoral Officer: amend Bill 105: The Local Government Election Amendment Act in committee to change the election date to September 2024 for towns and villages, and May 2025 for cities.

Sincerely,
  
Mayor and Council of Municipality
cc:
SUMA 

