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AS IF ONE BROUGHT A KORBAN

( What can we learn from Sefer Vayikra and the korbanot? Are these pesukim still relevant to us? J

Parshat Vayikra opens a sefer that largely deals with korbanot. Studying korbanot can feel difficult for two main reasons:
many of the details are unfamiliar, and today we do not have a Beit HaMikdash and cannot bring them.

Learning Torah in Place of Korbanot

The Gemara in Masechet Megillah discusses the ma’amadot, public Torah readings from Sefer Bereishit that took place
while the Kohanim were offering the korbanot.

Megillah 31b A:N"I NN
Rabbi Ami said: If not for the ma’amadot, heaven and earth PN DY AN XY MTAYUN RININ AR 121 10N
could not endure, as it says: “If not for My covenant day and Nj.P']..?XlD‘.QEJ.mﬁIj n‘gfglnrjl mrnxj OX" NINIY
night, | would not have set the laws of heaven and earth” YT 197 DDlJ& jé?ﬁ (A ’1,}-3 ) ']VJEJ
A\{rchom said before Hashem: Perh.ops Israel will sin and You D2 NIV NAR] 1797 DRVIN I8 1Y R NN 112
will destroy them like the generation of the Flood. Hashem 19 0K 2UTR A2 17 10K KT 19 10K 299130 1T

replied: No. Avraham asked: How will lknow? Hashem answered
by teaching him the korbanot. Avraham then asked: This works
when the Beit HaMikdash exists, but what will happen when it ’ ) ]
does not? Hashem replied: | have already established the order 13919 0 7Dnljy g '_V% e
of korbanot. Whenever they read these passages, | consider it N2U70 .12 'RVIPY AT 72 NP 770 07 'NIPN
as if they brought a korban before Me. J272 1297 10PN 19K 0i7Y X
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The Gemara teaches that even without a Beit HaMikdash, studying the passages of korbanot is considered like offering
them. When we study korbanot, we are not only learning about a mitzvah that cannot currently be performed. Torah
study itself is meaningful. In his famous letter, the Ramban writes that when we learn Torah we should always consider
how its lessons can be applied.

lggeret HaARamban 1-1.1"J NNy
Be careful to read the Torah constantly so that you can AP 21N WX TN NN NINP2 0T 1l
fulfillit. When you rise from the sefer, examine what you DX NTN2 XA YONH 1900 |7 DIPN 1LXD]
learned and see if there is something you can apply. AMP7 92N WR 12T iAW

When we read Parshat Vayikra and the other sections dealing with korbanot, we should try both to understand the
mitzvah and to consider what it can teach us today.

Tefillah in Place of Korbanot

Human life includes both intellect and emotion. Torah study speaks to the intellect, while tefillah expresses the emotions
and inner experience. Chazal therefore taught:

Sifrei, Parshat Ekev 17V YD DO
“To serve Him with all your heart'—what service is performed ) 7272 R0Y NTIAY RN ITR - "D9227 702 1TV 7"
with the heart? This is tefillah” NIONIT NI

The Gemara in Berachot records a debate about the origin of the prayers. One opinion says the Avot established them,
while another says they correspond to the daily korbanot. In the end, the Gemara explains that both views agree that
tefillah and korbanot are closely connected.
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Berachot 26b 2:1”2 N2

Rabbi Yosi bar Rabbi Chanina says the Avot established the 1217 ;D1IPA NIAXR NIYON AR X110 1271 12 01 121
prayers, while Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says they were estab- IAN.. .DNPA PTAR 722D NIYDR AN 17 |2 Vi
lished to correspond to the daily korbanot. Rabbi Yosi explains NiAR NIYOM 77 XA 0F1VT :XIIN 121 12 101 127 72
that the prayers were indeed established by the Avot, and the NI1212N 12110001, DIPR

Sages later connected them to the korbanot.

The idea that speech can take the place of korbanot already appears in the Navi Hoshea.

Hoshea 14:3 2T UYIN
“Take words with you and return to Hashem. Say to Him: ‘Forgive all sin and 52 1x 1Mnx ;N 981211 0M27 DAY NS
accept what is good; we will repay with the words of our lips instead of bulls’” JINOY 0N NAYYN Q0 NPT (1Y RWA

Speech that comes from the lips and helps make you a better person and closer to Hashem is considered like offering a
korban.

How can speech replace a costly korban?

The Midrash teaches that our words can even be more precious than korbanot:

Shir HaShirim Rabbah, Parashah 4 TNYID N2 0DMYN Y
Your lips are like a thread of scarlet” — The murmuring of your mouth is N0 I'9 NYN1 — TNIN9Y Yn LN
as beloved to Me as a scarlet thread. “And we will pay with the bulls — "IN9YW 0M9 NAIWN" 1wn UIND JY
of our lips” — Our lips take the place of bulls (sacrificial offerings). 02 NNDRINYY

The korban was never only a technical act; it was meant to influence the person bringing it and help guide them back
to the right path. When the Beit HoMikdash stood, korbanot were the main way people drew closer to Hashem. After
the churban, another path became central: speech. Through Torah study and sincere tefillah, a person can still grow
spiritually and draw closer to Hashem.

What can help us pray with kavanah?

Tzurba M’Rabanan is a groundbreaking learning program that makes the learning of Halacha clear, relevant and interesting.

HALACHA OF THE WEEK

Eating and Drinking Before Havdalah

Shulchan Aruch - Orach Chaim 299 V”X1 0N NIR 1NV [NWY
One may not eat or do any melachah before makingHavdalah.Once  ppein Iz 1998 iR 127 DY JO8T MON

night falls, it is forbidden to eat anything or drink other beverages M0 DX 92X 9T TY WWNRWA 000 Pin
(except water) until Havdalah is made. However, if someone was S
already eating while it was still day and nightfall arrived, he does
not need to stop his meal. Some say that this applies only when it is
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still doubtful nightfall, but once it is certainly night he should cover ~ — 72181 QW M0 199X NN 'WTA TN
the table, make Havdalah, and then continue the meal. Rema: The ANTIVO NI 27201 NN 01D
common custom follows the first opinion, that he may continue eating. MIYRID NN202 VIYD 101ANI KM

If someone is already in the middle of a meal and nightfall arrives, may he continue eating before making Havdalah?

Mishna Berurah, Orach Chaim 299:1 N:0”X1 07N NIR,N1MN2 NIYNn
Nevertheless, it seems to me that regarding eating the third NTIVO NZ'OX U7 2 NX11 DipnR J2mM
Shabbat meal (Seudah Shelishit), if one did not eat it earlier, he TIX NI — OTPN J28 NI OX MY
should certainly eat it even after sunset. NVUPY INRIION TONT

According to the Mishnah Berurah, what should someone do if he has not yet eaten Seudah Shelishit before sunset?

B’Yitzchak Yikarei, Orach Chaim 299:1 N:0”X71 0"N NN ,RP PRX]
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ruled that one should not wash DT JV7 XY POY AR AT NNJY 2
hands to begin a meal after sunset. The reason is that in Eretz IR PINAY DY ,NVPYW0 10R7 NTIV0T
Yisrael the custom follows the opinion of the Gra, that nightfall 1¥NN NIND XIN 0112190 NRXY X209 01NN
occurs less than half an hour after sunset. ' .ny'beja ﬁD?‘X? ny.Ej

What is the reason why Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach’s ruling does not contradict the Mishnah Berurah?
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