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AS IF ONE BROUGHT A KORBAN
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Parshat Vayikra opens a sefer that largely deals with korbanot. Studying korbanot can feel difficult for two main reasons: 
many of the details are unfamiliar, and today we do not have a Beit HaMikdash and cannot bring them. 

הַמִּזְרָחִי
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Megillah 31b
Rabbi Ami said: If not for the ma’amadot, heaven and earth 
could not endure, as it says: “If not for My covenant day and 
night, I would not have set the laws of heaven and earth.” 
Avraham said before Hashem: Perhaps Israel will sin and You 
will destroy them like the generation of the Flood. Hashem 
replied: No. Avraham asked: How will I know? Hashem answered 
by teaching him the korbanot. Avraham then asked: This works 
when the Beit HaMikdash exists, but what will happen when it 
does not? Hashem replied: I have already established the order 
of korbanot. Whenever they read these passages, I consider it 
as if they brought a korban before Me.

Iggeret HaRamban
Be careful to read the Torah constantly so that you can 
fulfill it. When you rise from the sefer, examine what you 
learned and see if there is something you can apply.

Sifrei, Parshat Ekev
“‘To serve Him with all your heart’—what service is performed 
with the heart? This is tefillah.”

מגילה ל״א:ב
מַַיִִם וָאָָָרֶֶץ,  ָ י: אִִלְְמָָלֵֵא מַַעֲֲמָָדוֹֹת לֹֹא נִִתְְקַַיְּ�ְמוּ שָׁ� י אַַמִּ�ִ אָָמַַר רַַבִּ�ִ
מַַיִִם וָאָָָרֶֶץ לֹֹא  ָ וֹֹּקּת שָׁ� נֶּ�ֶאֱֱמַַר: "אִִם לֹֹא בְְרִִתִִיי וֹֹימָָם וָלַַָיְְלָָה חֻֻ ֶ שֶׁ�
דוֹֹׁשׁ  ָ הַַקָּ� לִִפְְנֵיֵ  אַַבְְרָָהָָם  אָָמַַר  כ״ה(…  ל״ג,  )יִִרְְמְְיָהָוּ  י"  ִ מְְתִּ� שָׂ�ָ
ה לָָהֶֶם  ה וֹֹעשֶׂ�ֶ ָ רָָאֵֵל וֹֹחטְְאִִים לְְפָָנֶיֶךָָ וְְאַַתָּ� א יִִשְׂ�ְ ָ מָּ� ֶ רוּךְְ הוּא: שֶׁ� ָ בָּ�
ה אֵֵדַַע? אָָמַַר וֹֹל:  ָ מָּ� ַ וּל? אָָמַַר וֹֹל: לֹֹא. אָָמַַר וֹֹל: בַּ� ּבּ ַ דוֹֹר הַַמַּ� כְּ�ְ
תי ט״ו,  ִ רֵֵשִׁא� ת…" )בְּ�ְ ֶ שֶׁ� לֶּ�ֶ ֻ ת וְְעֵֵז מְְשֻׁ� ֶ שֶׁ� לֶּ�ֶ ֻ "קְְחָָה לִִי עֶגְְֶלָָה מְְשֻׁ�
זְְמַַן  בִּ�ִ קַַיָּ�םָ;  ׁשׁ  ָ קְְדָּ� הַַמִּ�ִ תי  בֵּ�ֵ ֶ שֶׁ� זְְמַַן  בִּ�ִ ינַח  ִ תִּ� לְְפָָנָוי:  אָָמַַר  ט׳(. 
בָר  הֵֵא עֲֲלֵֵהֶֶים? אָָמַַר וֹֹל: כְּ�ְ ְ ׁשׁ קַַיָּ�םָ מָָה תְּ� ָ קְְדָּ� תי הַַמִּ�ִ אֵֵין בֵּ�ֵ ֶ שֶׁ�
הֶֶן, מַַעֲֲלֶֶה  ָ וֹֹקרְְאִִין בָּ� ֶ ל זְְמַַן שֶׁ� ָ וֹֹנת. כָּ� ָ י לָָהֶֶם סֵֵדֶֶר קָָרְְבָּ� ִ נְְתִּ� ַ קַּ� ִ תִּ�

ן. ָ אִִּלּוּ הִִקְְרִִביוּ לְְפָָנַי קָָרְְבָּ� אֲֲנִִי עֲלֲֵֵהֶֶים כְּ�ְ

שמות ל״ו, י–יג
 . וּכַַל לְְקַַיְּ�ְמָָּהּ ר ּתּ ֶ מִִיד אֲֲשֶׁ� ָ וֹֹּתּרָָה תָּ�  ַ וֶהֱֱֶוֵיֵ זָהִִָרי לִִקְְוֹֹרת בַּ�
אִִם   ָ לָָמַַדְְתָּ� ר  ֶ אֲֲשֶׁ� ַ בַּ� ׂשׂ  ֵ חַַפֵּ� ְ תְּ� פֶֶר  ֵ הַַסֵּ� מִִן  קוּם  ָ תָּ� ר  ֶ וְְכַַאֲֲשֶׁ�

וּכַַל לְְקַַיְּ�ְוֹֹמ. ר ּתּ ֶ ָבָר אֲֲשֶׁ� וֹֹּבּ דָּ� יֵׁשׁ 

ספרי, פרשת עקב
ב? הֱֱוֵיֵ  לֵּ�ֵ ַ הִִאי בַּ� ֶ כָָל לְְבַבְְכֶֶם" – אֵֵיזוֹֹ הִִאי עֲֲוֹֹבדָָה שֶׁ� "לְְעָָבְְדוֹֹ בְּ�ְ

פִִלָּ�ָה. ְ וֹֹאמֵֵר זוֹֹ תְּ�

The Gemara teaches that even without a Beit HaMikdash, studying the passages of korbanot is considered like offering 
them. When we study korbanot, we are not only learning about a mitzvah that cannot currently be performed. Torah 
study itself is meaningful. In his famous letter, the Ramban writes that when we learn Torah we should always consider 
how its lessons can be applied.

What can we learn from Sefer Vayikra and the korbanot? Are these pesukim still relevant to us? 

Learning Torah in Place of Korbanot
The Gemara in Masechet Megillah discusses the ma’amadot, public Torah readings from Sefer Bereishit that took place 
while the Kohanim were offering the korbanot.

Tefillah in Place of Korbanot
Human life includes both intellect and emotion. Torah study speaks to the intellect, while tefillah expresses the emotions 
and inner experience. Chazal therefore taught:

When we read Parshat Vayikra and the other sections dealing with korbanot, we should try both to understand the 
mitzvah and to consider what it can teach us today.

The Gemara in Berachot records a debate about the origin of the prayers. One opinion says the Avot established them, 
while another says they correspond to the daily korbanot. In the end, the Gemara explains that both views agree that 
tefillah and korbanot are closely connected.
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The idea that speech can take the place of korbanot already appears in the Navi Hoshea.

Speech that comes from the lips and helps make you a better person and  closer to Hashem is considered like offering a 
korban.

The Midrash teaches that our words can even be more precious than korbanot:
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Hoshea 14:3
“Take words with you and return to Hashem. Say to Him: ‘Forgive all sin and 
accept what is good; we will repay with the words of our lips instead of bulls’.”

Shir HaShirim Rabbah, Parashah 4
Your lips are like a thread of scarlet” — The murmuring of your mouth is 
as beloved to Me as a scarlet thread. “And we will pay with the bulls 
of our lips” — Our lips take the place of bulls (sacrificial offerings).

הושע י״ד:ג
ל  ָ וּבוּ אֶֶל ה׳; אִִמְְרוּ אֵֵלָָוי כָּ� בָרִִים וְְׁשׁ כֶֶם דְּ�ְ ָ קְְחוּ עִִמָּ�

פָָתֵֵניוּ. מָָה פָָרִִים שְׂ�ְ לְּ�ְ ַ א עָָוֹֹן וְְקַַח וֹֹטב, וּנְְשַׁ� ָ שָּׂ�� ִ תִּ�

שיר השירים רבה, פרשה ד
חֲֲבִִיבָה  ךְְי  ִ פִּ� ת  ַ רְְחִִשַׁי�  — פְְוֹֹתתַַיִִךְְ  שִׂ�ִ נִִי  ָ � הַַשָּׁ� חוּט  כְּ�ְ
 — פָָתֵֵניוּ"  שְׂ�ְ פָָרִִים  מָָה  לְּ�ְ ַ "וּנְְשַׁ� נִִי.  ָ � הַַשָּׁ� חוּט  כְּ�ְ עָלַַָי 

רִִים. ָ חַַת פָּ� ַ פָָתֵֵניוּ תַּ� שְׂ�ְ

שולחן ערוך, אורח חיים רצ״ט
קִִין  ְ מַַשְׁ� אָָר  ְ שְׁ� אֲֲפִִּלּוּ  וֹֹא  ָבָר  דָּ� וּם  ׁשׁ לֶֶאֱֱכֹלֹ  אָָסוּר 
הָָיָהָ  לי. אֲֲבָל אִִם  יַּ�בְְַדִּ�ִ ֶ ךְְ עַַד שֶׁ� ַ חְְשַׁ� ֶ תֶּ� ֶ � יִִם מִִשֶּׁ� ַ מִִמַּ� חוּץ 
צָָרִִךְְי  אֵֵוֹֹני   , וֹֹל  כָָה  ְ וְְחָָשְׁ� וֹֹים  וֹֹעד  מִִבְּ�ְ וְְוֹֹאכֵֵל  ב  ֵ וֹֹישֵׁ�
כָָה,  ֵ סָָפֵֵק חֲֲשֵׁ� הָָנֵיֵ מִִלֵֵיי בְּ�ְ לְְהַַפְְסִִקי… וְְיֵׁשׁ וֹֹאמְְרִִים דְּ�ְ
 — וְְוֹֹאכֵֵל  ב  ֵ וֹֹישֵׁ� הָָיָהָ  אֲֲפִִּלּוּ  כָָה  ֵ חֲֲשֵׁ� יא  ַ וַדַַּ� בְּ�ְ אֲֲבָל 

לי וְְגוֹֹמֵֵר סְְעוּדָָוֹֹת. ה וּמַַבְְדִּ�ִ ָ וֹֹּפּרֵֵס מַַפָּ�
וֹֹׁשׁאנָהָ. בָרָָה הָָרִִ ְ סְּ� ַ וּט כַּ� ׁשׁ ָ נְְהָָג פָּ� מר"א וְְהַַמִּ�ִ

משנה ברורה, אורח חיים רצ״ט:א
סְְעוּדָָה  אֲֲכִִלַַית  לְְעִנְְִיַןַ  דְּ�ְ לִִי  נִִרְְאֶֶה  מָָוֹֹקם  ל  ָ וּמִִכָּ�
צָָרִִךְְי  יא  ַ וַדַַּ� בְּ�ְ  — דֶֶֹם  מִִקֹּ� אָָכַַל  לֹֹא  אִִם  תי,  ִ לִִשִׁי� ְ שְׁ�

קִִעָָיה. ְ לֶֶאֱֱכֹלֹ אֲֲפִִּלּוּ אַַחַַר שְׁ�

ביצחק יקרא, אורח חיים רצ״ט:א
יָדַַָיִִם  לֹ  לִִטֹּ� אֵֵין  ֶ שֶׁ� סַַק  ָ פָּ� ךְְ  ָ וֹֹאיֶרְְֶבָּ� זַַלְְמַַן  לֹֹמֹהֹ  ְ שְׁ� י  רַַבִּ�ִ
רָָאֵֵל  יִִשְׂ�ְ אֶֶרֶֶץ  בְּ�ְ ֶ שֶׁ� וּם  ׁ מִִשּׁ� קִִעָיָה,  ְ � הַַשְּׁ� לְְאַַחַַר  לִִסְְעוּדָָה 
וֹֹחת מֵֵחֲֲצִִי  ָ וֹֹּכּכָָבִִים הוּא פָּ� תא הַַ צֵּ�ֵ ֶ רָָ״א שֶׁ� הַַגְּ�ְ וֹֹנהֲֲגִִים כְּ�ְ

קִִעָָיה. ְ � עָָה לְְאַַחַַר הַַשְּׁ� ָ שָׁ�

Shulchan Aruch – Orach Chaim 299
One may not eat or do any melachah before making Havdalah. Once 
night falls, it is forbidden to eat anything or drink other beverages 
(except water) until Havdalah is made. However, if someone was 
already eating while it was still day and nightfall arrived, he does 
not need to stop his meal. Some say that this applies only when it is 
still doubtful nightfall, but once it is certainly night he should cover 
the table, make Havdalah, and then continue the meal. Rema: The 
common custom follows the first opinion, that he may continue eating.

Mishna Berurah, Orach Chaim 299:1
Nevertheless, it seems to me that regarding eating the third 
Shabbat meal (Seudah Shelishit), if one did not eat it earlier, he 
should certainly eat it even after sunset.

B’Yitzchak Yikarei, Orach Chaim 299:1
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ruled that one should not wash 
hands to begin a meal after sunset. The reason is that in Eretz 
Yisrael the custom follows the opinion of the Gra, that nightfall 
occurs less than half an hour after sunset.

If someone is already in the middle of a meal and nightfall arrives, may he continue eating before making Havdalah?

According to the Mishnah Berurah, what should someone do if he has not yet eaten Seudah Shelishit before sunset?

What is the reason why Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach’s ruling does not contradict the Mishnah Berurah?

Halacha of the week
Eating and Drinking Before Havdalah

Tzurba M’Rabanan is a groundbreaking learning program that makes the learning of Halacha clear, relevant and interesting.

Berachot 26b
Rabbi Yosi bar Rabbi Chanina says the Avot established the 
prayers, while Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says they were estab-
lished to correspond to the daily korbanot. Rabbi Yosi explains 
that the prayers were indeed established by the Avot, and the 
Sages later connected them to the korbanot.

ברכות כ״ו:ב
י  רַַבִּ�ִ נוּם;  ְ קְּ� ִ תִּ� אָָוֹֹבת  פִִוֹֹּלּת  ְ תְּ� אָָמַַר:  חֲֲנִִנָיאָ  י  רַַבִּ�ִ ר  ַ בַּ� וֹֹיסֵֵי  י  רַַבִּ�ִ
…אָָמַַר  נוּם.  ְ קְּ� ִ תִּ� מִִדִִיין  ְ תְּ� נֶֶגֶֶד  כְּ�ְ פִִוֹֹּלּת  ְ תְּ� אָָמַַר:  לֵֵוִִי  ן  ֶ בֶּ� עַַ  ֻ יְְהוֹֹשֻׁ�
פִִוֹֹּלּת אָָוֹֹבת  ְ י חֲֲנִִנָיאָ: לְְוֹֹעלָָם אֵֵמָָיא לָָךְְ תְּ� ר רַַבִּ�ִ ַ י וֹֹיסֵֵי בַּ� לָָךְְ רַַבִּ�ִ

וֹֹנת. ָ רְְבָּ� ָ נַן אַַקָּ� ָ נוּם, וְְאַַסְְמְְכִִנְְיהוּ רַַבָּ� ְ קְּ� ִ תִּ�

The korban was never only a technical act; it was meant to influence the person bringing it and help guide them back 
to the right path. When the Beit HaMikdash stood, korbanot were the main way people drew closer to Hashem. After 
the churban, another path became central: speech. Through Torah study and sincere tefillah, a person can still grow 
spiritually and draw closer to Hashem.

How can speech replace a costly korban?

What can help us pray with kavanah?


