
 
 

Parashat Tazria-Metzora 
based on the words of Rabbi Ari Cutler, Yeshivat HaKotel 
 
In Parasha Tazria 13:45-46, the first Pasuk discusses the leper who has a “nega”: his clothes 
must be ripped, his hair uncut and his head wrapped.  Rashi explains that his head is wrapped 
like a mourner. 

The next pasuk tells us that the leper has to sit in seclusion, in quarantine, not in this house but 
rather outside the three camps.  Rashi quotes the Gemara:  why is he different from others who 
are impure such that he has to sit alone? Answer: because he separated himself with Lashon 
HaRa between a husband and wife and between one person and another, so too he must be 
separated. In many ways, mourning is a Teshuva process.  

We are hopefully finishing our own isolation with Corona. Regarding isolation and the laws of 
mourning, the Terumat HaDeshen asks:  Can a mourner leave his house? The Terumat 
HaDeshen seems to say that it is not an issur, a prohibition, but rather he stays in his house to 
be able to focus in on the loss. It is part of the Teshuva process (similar to Aruch HaShulchan 
393); behind it is the idea that we need to be able to focus in on the loss.  

There are many losses now, it is definitely a time to be connected as much as we are 
disconnected.  The idea of the lashon hora of the leper is that it disconnects, it causes 
separation and fraction within our relationships.  

But the isolation that is most striking is mentioned in Parashat VeZot HaBeracha in connection 
with Eretz Yisrael,  יעקב יןע בטח בדדאל וישכון ישר . We need the quality of בטח, knowing how to 
care about each other. This was Yaakov Avinu, knowing about human relationships. The 
isolation is to make sure that we know who we are internally. In Eretz Yisrael we are supposed 
to be engaged in knowing who we are, not losing our identity. This we learned from the Netziv 
of Volozhin, Yosef went to Mitzrayim to teach us that introspection is what we need.  

It is either  בדדאיכה ישבה , and the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash, that is what happens 
when Lashon HaRa is rampant, or we learn hopefully through this very tough time that we were 
in isolation to learn that we can do “Tikkun” of the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash and do 
what we are supposed to be doing in Eretz Yisrael - looking inward and taking part in a process 
of Teshuva.   

May God help us to make the world a better place and go forward from this difficult time. 

Shabbat Shalom. 


