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THE YEAR IN REVIEW

* High School students-
went to South Dakota 
with Group Missions; 
they painted, and built 
decks and wheelchair 
ramps.
* GO FISH Summer 
camp shared Christ 
with students.
* Trinity Soccer Camp 
encouraged students 
to fellowship through 
athletics. 
 
 

* Cheer Camp allowed 
students to learn the 
basics of cheerleading 
and team building.
* Trinity Lutheran 
School begins another 
school year!
* Pastor Golter was 
installed as our new 
senior pastor. 
 
 

* We celebrated, 
honored and recog-
nized Pastor Merle for 
his years of service.
* Trinity’s annual Back 
to School Color run 
made a splash!
* Freezer meal ministry 
met to serve others 
through the gift of 
meals.
* Adult Wednesday 
morning Bible study 
with Pastor Golter 
began.
* 6th grade students 
got to spend a week 
at camp discovering 
nature.
* The Sunday School 
program started with a 
party!
* Fall Book Fair encour-
aged reading all while 
we raised funds for the 
school library.
* LWML and Women’s 
Bible study began their 
Fall sessions. 

 

* Trunk or Treat 
brought families from 
the school, church, and 
neighborhood together 
for food, fun, and 
games.
* Trinity members 
worked together to 
clean up school and 
church grounds. 
 
 

* Freezer meal ministry 
served the church body 
through preparing 
meals for families in 
need.
* Rudy Vallejo shared 
his Native American 
culture with Trinity 
Students.
* Family Movie Night 
allowed families to 
enjoy time watching a 
family-friendly movie 
together.
* Trinity Church cel-
ebrated Thanksgiving 
as a time to reflect on 
the wonderful blessings 
God has given us.
* Trinity Preschoolers 
presented an Advent 
program for their 
families.
* Trinity middle school 
students held their first 
dance.
* Trinity hosted a blood 
drive with the Missis-
sippi Valley Regional 
Blood Center.
* The annual Craft 
Show allowed area 
crafters a chance to 
showcase and sell their 
creations.
* Trinity hosted a de-
monology seminar. 
 
 

* Trinity students 
shared their talents 
in worship during the 
advent services.
* Trinity Women 

celebrated Jesus’ birth 
through fellowship and 
fun at their Prepare for 
Jesus event.
* Christmas services 
reminded us of the joy 
we have in Christ.
* The Junior and High 
School Youth held 
their annual Christmas 
party.
* PTL hosted a Bingo 
night for Church and 
School families.
* Trinity FLL World 
Changer team won first 
place at the Putnam 
Regional Qualifier. 
 
 

* Freezer meal ministry 
team met to share 
Christ’s love through 
the gift of food.
* Trinity 5th graders 
participated in Invent 
Iowa and shared their 
ideas with their fellow 
students and families.
* Family Movie Night 
brought families 
together as they viewed 
a family-friendly film.
* Family Fun Night 
brought families 
together in a night of 
fun and games. 
 
 

* In conjunction with 
Risen Christ, Trinity 
Lutheran hosted Night 
to Shine, giving people 
with special needs a 
prom event.
* Family Movie Night 
gave families a chance 
to spend quality time 
with each other.
* Trinity hosted the 
United Marriage En-
counter.
* Hearts for Jesus 
chapel brought in a 
record one day offering 
of $871.43.
* Lent season began 
with Lenten dinners 

before Wednesday 
evening services.
* Trinity welcomed 
new members into the 
congregation.
* Tony Dixon, DCE, 
took a call at King of 
Kings Lutheran Church 
in Cedar Rapids.
* The congregation 
voted to rent two 
modular buildings to 
alleviate space in the 
church and school.
* The Boys and Girls 
Varsity Basketball 
teams both took 3rd 
place at the annual 
Iowa District East 
Tournament, hosted by 
Trinity. 
 
 

* Trinity began hosting 
Financial Peace Uni-
versity.
* The PTL offered 
Pastries with Parents, 
giving families the 
opportunity to share 
breakfast together in 
the Fellowship Hall 
before school.
* Good Friday and 
Easter Vigil services 
reminded us of the 
great sacrifice Christ 
made on our behalf. 
 
 

*  Trinity Lutheran's 
LWML prepared and 
packaged 72 health kits 
for Lutheran World 
Relief.
* Easter Sunday gave 
us a reason to celebrate 
the victory we have in 
Jesus’ resurrection.
* Spring Book Fair gave 
students and families a 
chance to support the 
school library and get 
excited about reading.
* The NLSA team 
visited Trinity School 
and assessed our 
programs, safety, and 

staff.  Good job staff 
and families!
* The freezer meal 
ministry continued to 
serve through giving of 
their time and energy.
* 7th Grade students 
spent a week at camp 
learning about nature 
and God’s beautiful 
creation.
* Michelle Warner 
accepted the role of 
Director of Ministry 
Support.
* Sunday School 
students packaged 
school supply and 
hygiene kits for Orphan 
Grain Train.
* Trinity Church 
welcomed guest 
preachers Rev. Dr. 
James Lamb and Dr. 
Wilhelm Weber. 
 
 

* The 10th Plant 
sale brought in over 
$71,000 for our school!
* 8th Grade students 
spent a week at camp 
investigating the won-
derful world we’ve been 
given.
* Trinity's World 
Changers FLL team 
earned two top overall 
awards at the Interna-
tional Championship.
* The athletics depart-
ment hosted an awards 
ceremony, wrapping up 
a great year for Trinity 
athletes.
* We celebrated our 
8th grade graduates 
and Trinity Volunteers; 
congratulations on a 
job well done!
* New Members and 
8th grade Confirmands 
were received.
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Gladly we present to the Lord’s people 
a high summary of Christ’s work 

among us through His Word and the 
Sacraments, and through many, many 
faithful workers, officers, volunteers, and 
faculty. 

We confess with St. Paul in I Corinthians 
3:5-6, 9): “What then is Apollos? What 
is Paul? Servants through whom you 
believed, as the Lord assigned to each. I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the growth...For we are God’s fellow 
workers. You are God’s field, God’s 
building.” 

God has given to Trinity Lutheran 
ChurchSchool an unbelievable 
opportunity to work with Him, preaching, 
teaching, telling, serving and doing. We 
build off the work of faithful, past workers 
and, we are joined by new members. They 
are eager, full of vim and vigor, to express 
their joy over the Lord’s forgiveness by 
serving and volunteering. 

We get to gain more clarity of direction 
for the near and far years, even as we 
fiscally plan around goals and objectives 
for one and two-year budgets. Unifying 
direction, personnel and budget remain 
ongoing priorities.

We do have gaps: Youth, Assistant 
Principle, and Facility Care help. We 
realize this and are attempting to prayer, 
work and plan to quickly prioritize, plan 
and execute to fill these great needs. We 
need your prayers, ideas and help. 

The fields are ever ripe for harvest (cf. 
John 4:35). 
Gladly serving Him along with you,

Pastor Golter
Senior Pastor/Executive Director
Trinity Lutheran Church/School

pastor’s statement

“...for we are God’s fellow workers”
-1 Corinthians 3:9
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school annual report

The 2017-2018 ministry year at Trinity Lutheran School was one filled with blessings. 
The biggest accomplishment was the successful completion of another cycle of 

National Lutheran School Accreditation. At the end of this our school was given several 
commendations for excellence as well as goals to work on over the next five years. This 
process is all about constant improvement.

In this past year we were also blessed with a re-invigoration of the Parent-Teacher 
League (PTL). This group did an excellent job in this first year of providing fellowship 
activities that brought families together. The PTL also took on several projects that 
needed funding.
 
The school year began with 413 students enrolled in preschool through eighth grade.  

The Holy Spirit continued to move in the hearts of children and 
families as a growing number of students were brought to the 
waters of Holy Baptism. In addition several new families complet-
ed the God’s Workmanship classes and are now new members 
here at Trinity.

Other significant blessings:
* A new sexuality education curriculum was instituted at 

Trinity.
* All classrooms completed a World Changer project.
* Chapel offerings saw a significant increase.
* School families participating in the Freezer Meal Ministry.
* Improved working relationship between church and school.

We now look forward to a new year which will bring 3 new staff members as well as 
a modular classroom to accommodate our growth. All glory to God for His abundant 
blessings!

Bill Meyer
Principal
Trinity Lutheran School
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ELDER’S REPORT

Elders:
Jim Welch 
Jerry Lindstrom
Casey Duling
Mark Muench
David Quist
Jon Farrell
Phil Specht
James Ullman
Steve Pauling

(continued on next page)

The elder ministry team has added two 
new members over the last year. We 

want to recruit two more members as 
soon as possible.  

Your current elders are Jim Welch, chair; 
Jerry Lindstrom, vice chair; Casey Duling; 
Mark Muench; David Quist; Jon Farrell; 
Phil Specht; James Ullman; and Steve 
Pauling. 

The elders are with the pastoral staff, 
overseers of the spiritual life of the con-
gregation. We visit and talk with members 
about the spiritual life of all. 

With a new senior pastor since August, we 
have been able to address some items that 
have been limiting ministry at Trinity. 
Among those items - discussions with the 
board of directors about the leadership 
structure of the congregation.  The board 
has addressed some of the concerns, but 
some changes may need to be made to 
the bylaws to completely satisfy certain 
challenges. 

The elders have addressed policies, 
the most recent a policy for volunteers 
working with children, currently in devel-
opment. 

Another area of concern, worship security, 
should be addressed soon as part of a 
wider committee looking into security on 
the whole campus. 

Many items the elders take up don’t make 
big splashes, but recently we discussed 

the Sunday morning 11 AM service. That 
change along with other anticipated 
changes to worship coming by Rally Day 
will be more noticeable. Information will 
be released to the congregation in a timely 
way.

Jim Welch 
Chair, Elder Ministry Team 

“The elders, with the 
pastoral staff, are 

overseers of the spiritual 
life of the congregation”
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(continued from previous page)

Confirmation:
In 2018, 14 junior and 15 adult confirmands were received by the congregation. The elders recently reviewed 
the confirmation curriculums for both the adult confirmands and junior confirmands. The new Small Cate-
chism has been studied by your elders since its publication in November.

Altar Guild:
The Altar Guild, under the guidance of the elders, recently has replaced some faulty oil candles, added new 
paraments on the altar, pulpit, and lectern. Most recently, they replaced the communion ware with funding 
from memorial monies and donations.  

Parish Scholarship Fund:
The Parish Worker Scholarship Fund, administered by the elders, provides financial assistance to students 
are working on a degree from a Concordia system university in parish work (Pastor, church music, teacher, 
D.C.E., Minister of Discipleship, etc.). Presently, we are helping three students with financial grants: Sarah 
Jacob, Sara Fratimico, and Letha Wallace. Some good news, the two seminaries will not be charging tuition 
for students as of the next semester.

Attendance note:
 484 worshipers each weekend since January 2018 have joined us to praise and honor Jesus Christ as their 
Lord in a service.  This is up from 453 in 2017 and up from 471 in 2016. Below is a monthly average compari-
son of attendance from 2016 to present day:

300

400

500

600
2016

2017

2018

DecNovOctSepAugJulyJunMayAprMarFebJan
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chairman’s message

As we approach our annual voters 
meeting and reflect on some of the 

changes since our last congregational 
meeting on 29 June 2017.  We welcomed 
a new Senior Pastor, created and filled a 
Director of Ministry Support position, 
transitioned Board of director positions, 
collaborated with Ministry teams.  
Additionally we held the following three 
congregational meetings:

–In January, a special meeting of the 
Congregation was held providing 
Ministry Assessment opportunities 
and challenges from Pastor Golter, 
update on leadership assessment, 
fiscal status, and shared the following 
project opportunities, roof repair, 
sound system, modular classroom 
space.    

–On the evening of February 13th, 
a Voters meeting was held and the 
congregation agreed to acquire a 
modular classroom.  

–In late April, Congregational Budget 
Forum was held to share outline of 2 
year budget process and gain feedback.  

At each congregational meeting members 
were asked to complete a survey and share 
valuable feedback.  It is an honor and a 
pleasure for the Board to work with our 
Pastors, Staff, and Lay Leaders to serve 
our congregation.

Mark Jorgensen
Chairman
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CARE MINISTRY

The past ministry year contained a 
number of significant activities like 
blood drives, Comfort Dog min-

istry, and the various kinds of assistance 
provided through the Benevolent Fund. 
Here are just a couple of the highlights in 
the area of Care Ministry:

+ Trinity Lay Callers continue to be ac-
tively involved in assisting pastoral staff 
in making visits on those admitted to our 
area hospitals. These lay callers include: 
Elmer Jones, Gary Hentzel, Marianne 
Drake, and Annette Casad.  Every day of 
every month, a pastoral staff member or 
lay caller is assigned to make a visit on 
those we know are patients at Genesis 
Medical Center (East/West), Unity Point 
Medical Center (Bettendorf/Rock Island/
Moline), or Specialty Select Hospital. 
Please Note: While Genesis and Unity 
Point are normally pretty good at con-
tacting us about your admission to their 
facility, there are times when they fail to 
provide that information to us. Because 
this occurs, please consider contacting the 
Church Office (323-8001) anytime you or 
a family member is admitted to an area 
hospital.

+ Freezer Meal Ministry Team had its be-
ginning late last summer with the follow-
ing individuals taking a leadership role: 
Annette Casad, Bev Baker, Melody Bina, 
Leslie McCoy, and Pam Stotmeister. These 
leaders have involved approximately 75 
additional adults and children in the four 
“food preparation events” held to date. 
With financial support from Thrivent 
Action Team grants and our Trinity 
Benevolent Fund, the raw materials/ingre-
dients for the meals were purchased. As 
a result of their efforts almost 650 meals 
have been prepared and provided to mem-
bers, school families, and others in our 
QC community.

9



aftershock youth ministry report

Youth 2017-2018
September 2017 

6 - Weekly Wednesday Midweek Begins
10 - Youth Ministry Family Picnic

Sunday Morning Bible Study Started 
    

October
13 - Setup for Kids Against Hunger
14 - Kids Against Hunger
20 - Volunteer at Trunk or Treat
29 - Youth Go Fish Worship Team
30 - Serve at Salvation Army Meal Site

    
November

1 - Youth Group: College Care Packages 
4 - Youth Yard Work Day
5 - Operation Christmas Child
8 - Youth Group: Bonfire
9 & 10 - Craft Show Setup
10 - Tim Hawkins Show @ Adler
11 - Craft Show    
 

December
17 - Youth Group Christmas Party

February 2018
3-4 - Superbowl Subs
14 - Ash Wednesday Dinner March
31 - Easter Breakfast Setup

April
1 - Easter Breakfast
29 - Youth Go Fish Worship Team

The Trinity Lutheran Youth have been busy this 2017-2018 year.   They have 
been blessed by this congregation and  also been a blessing to this congrega-
tion in their service.

Tony Dixon was a true blessing and worked tirelessly this fall to serve and 
develop the youth program here at Trinity.  God called him to serve in Cedar 
Rapids beginning in February 2018 and the Youth Ministry Team has contin-
ued to try and serve our congregation by working without a full time youth 
leader..  

We started the fall with a youth kick off, and Kari Smith took on a new Jr. 
Youth ministry.  The Junior Youth met once a month and we are hoping to 
capitalize on the involvement in Junior Youth to increase our senior youth 
numbers.

Thanks to Tammy McCartney and Melissa Pauling for leading the Wednes-
day midweek after Tony left.  Thanks to Mike McCartney for leading Sunday 
morning youth bible study. Thanks for Kari Smith for her work with the 
Junior Youth and thanks to the youth Ministry Team and all of the parents 
and volunteers for stepping in to help this year. Special thanks to Tim 
Davison, Joni Rebarcak, and Jill Schmitzer for helping with our Workcamp 
trip this summer.

Workcamp
As a youth group, we have chosen to attend the Workcamp that is hosted in 
Elkview, West Virginia.  The dates for this trip are July 14-22, 2018 (including 
travel). 10 youth and 4 adults will be going this year.
 
We will spend a life-changing week in the beautiful Kanawha Valley of West 
Virginia’s coal country. Although it is near to the busy capital of Charleston, 
little growth in manufacturing, professional, or construction jobs has left 
this area with a struggling economy. The dwindling coal industry has really 
hurt the folks of this area as well. Almost half the population are seniors 
on a fixed income who simply can’t afford home repairs. Others have lost a 
great deal in devastating flooding during the summer of 2016. Things look 
grim, but our group will bring a sense of hope and light as we provide a much 
needed facelift to the homes of needy residents.

Going Forward
Most important to our youth ministry going forward, is the need for a full 
time staff member to fulfill our huge gap in service to our youth. Tony did 
so much more than just youth ministry and it is impossible for volunteers 
to maintain the quality of ministry that the youth of this congregation and 
community deserve, require, and are accustomed to.  

Respectfully submitted
Jim McCartney
Youth Ministry Chairman
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statistics and demographics

School Enrollment: 405
VBS Attendance 2017: 300
Infant/Child Baptisms: 18
Adult Baptisms: 2
Funerals: 11
New Members: 63
1st Communion: 15
8th Grade Confirmands: 14
Church Membership: 2152
Average Weekly Attendance: 484
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Jack and Janet Bambrick to Zion Lutheran, Taylor Ridge, IL

Ann & John Behrendt to St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel, 
Iowa City, IA

Becca Blessing to Faith Community Lutheran, Las Vegas, NV

Kayllene, Keatyn, and Oliver Clymer to Redeemer Lutheran, Peoria, IL

Vicki Doner to Risen Christ Lutheran, Davenport, IA

David, Hunter, and Jennifer Lellig to Trinity Lutheran, 
Cedar Falls, IA

Nicolas Linberg Jr. to Gloria Dei Lutheran, Urbandale, IA

Alan and Julie Morrison to Risen Christ Lutheran, Davenport, IA

Alexander, Benjamin, and Katherine Pezley to Immanuel 
Lutheran, Davenport, IA

Sharon Webb to Risen Christ Lutheran, Davenport, IA

Brad, Julie, and Michael Wuertz to Our Savior Lutheran, Bettendorf, IA

Kayllene, Keatyn, and Oliver Clymer from Redeemer Lutheran, Peoria, IL

Amber and Cadence Geary from Immanuel Lutheran, Belvidere IL

Pastor Randall and Elizabeth Golter from Emmaus Congregation, 
St. Louis, MS

Rebekah Henrichs from St. Paul Lutheran, Milford, IL

Carissa, Conor, Patrick Huffman from Deaf Ministry Church, 
Davenport, IA

David, Nancy, Rachel, and Sarah Jacob from Trinity Lutheran, 
Copperas Cove, TX

Kathy Koenig from Bethlehem Lutheran, Lakewood, CO

Carol and Michael Metzger from Prince of Peace, Springfield, VA

Larry Teig from Holy Cross, Davenport, IA

Amelia, Ahsley, and August Winter from Immanuel, Mt. Olive, IL

Andrew and Molly Robinson 3/3/2018

Transfer out

Transfer in

Marriages
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Jenna Bohms

Heather and Larry Coronell

Suzanne Dengler (reaffirmation)

Sierra Divarco (reaffirmation)

David Dorris

Zach Grassle

Felicia and Mike Haakenson

Barbara Harre (reaffirmation)

Dave Helfrich (reaffirmation)

Megan Luloff

Elizabeth McCartney

Jessica and Steve Merritt

Tarah Neally

Carly Noel

Stephanie Ross

Jeremy (reaffirmation) and Mary Beth Schaible

Katy Sundberg

Katy Sones (reaffirmation)

Stephanie Voss

Peter Wiklund

William Archer:  11/26/17

Conley Arp:  06/10/2018

Benjamin and Kaitlyn Haakenson:  01/28/2018

Brooklyn and Jaxon Lage:  08/06/2018

Ella Laing: 04/22/2018

Avery and Emmett Noel:  07/09/2017

Jonah Paulsen:  04/11/2017

Isaiah Paulsen:  08/06/2017

Hudson Salmonson:  08/27/2017

Elliott and Quinn Shcaible:  02/25/2018

Ava Trout:  05/06/2018

Hadley and Lawrence Voss:  02/25/2018

Kolton Wayne:  06/24/2018

Adult New Members

Infant/Child Baptisms
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Adult Baptisms

Called to Glory
July 2017-July 2018

Jr Confirmands
5/20/2018

Mary Beth Schaible 2/25/2018

Stephanie Voss 02/25/2018

Bryson Beaudry

Brendan Bloomer

Connor Buck

Renee Clemensen

Sarah Eckert

Allie Lorber

Brooke Mester

Sebastian Riley

Grace Schneiderman

Noelle Smith

Doris Pranschke

Rosalea Grass

Darla Scholey

Lola Peterson

Ardis Heskitt

Betty Jane Harrison**

Betty Bundy

Betty Hadley

Cleon Walter

Phyllis Bartscher

Roger Nolting

Debra Lybarger

Lois Reinke

Jean Lindstrom

Allison Wuerzberger**


