
Just because Christmas is over, doesn’t mean we stop doing things.  
Read the BITS to see what the New Year brings! 

A Bit of a Mass Schedule! 
This Weekend 
Saturday, January 12 – 5:30pm (4:30pm, Confession) 
Sunday, January 13 – 8:30am and 11:00am 
  
Week of January 14 
Tuesday, January 15 – No Mass (Vespers – 6:30pm) 
Wednesday, January 16 – No Mass 
Thursday, January 17 – 5:30pm (6:00pm, Confession) 
Friday, January 18 – No Mass (Prayer Service for Life – 8:30am)  
Saturday, January 19 – 5:30pm (4:30pm, Confession) 
Sunday, January 20 – 8:30am and 11:00am 
  
Angelus  
Throughout the Christmas season the Angelus will be prayed five minutes before each Mass. 
  
Weather 
At this time, we are planning on all Masses being held this weekend.   However, please pay attention to 
the forecast, as you may wish to attend Mass Saturday evening rather than worry Sunday.  Please keep in 
mind that it is always best for you to use sound judgement when deciding if you will drive in bad 
weather!  Saturday night monthly hospitality will be held this Saturday night after Mass and all are 
welcome, but Hospitality this Sunday is canceled after both Masses.  
  
If any changes arise, I will send out an email as soon as those changes occur and information will be 
posted on the parish website.   It should also be posted on local news – but be sure to check your email 
and/or our website for the most current and up-to-date notifications!!  Also note that during the weekday, 
the church office follows the school closing schedule – so if St. Benedict School is closed, the office 
would also be closed.  
  
Syro Malobar Mass 
This weekend, due to the impending storm – the current plan is that the Syro Malobar Mass will be held 
between our 8:30am and 11:00am Masses. After the 8:30am Mass, please be sure to depart promptly  (and 
carefully) and before the 11:00 Mass – if you arrive prior to 10:45am, please be mindful upon entering the 
church to ensure you don’t walk in to their Mass as they conclude. Thank you for your cooperation!!  
  
Again.. please, please use sound judgement when choosing to travel!  
  
Liturgical Guideline during the Flu Season 
Communion under one kind 
As a precaution during this especially virulent influenza season, Holy Communion under both kinds will 
be suspended. Until the flu abates, Holy Communion will be received only under the species of bread 



(that is, the Body of Christ). Please remember that receiving the Precious Blood is optional. The reason is 
that all of Christ is present in either the smallest particle of the consecrated bread or in the tiniest drop of 
the consecrated wine (concomitance). For those who can only receive Communion under the species of 
wine, they may approach at the end of the Communion line and the priest will administer the chalice to 
them.  
Gesture of Peace  
Furthermore, please remember that no one is ever under the obligation to shake hands during the Sign of 
Peace; indeed, it may be prudent to refrain from handshaking during the flu season. Rather than shaking 
hands, parishioners may make a statement of peace, or a bow, or some other gesture.  The diocesan Office 
of Worship has recommended parishes consider adopting these liturgical modifications during the flu 
season. 
  
Fr. Tony Away 
Fr. Tony will be away from the parish to visit his parents from Saturday, January 12 to Friday, January 
18. If, during this time, there is an emergency that requires a priest, please call the emergency line (804/ 
254-0887). 
A visiting priest will celebrate the weekend Masses and the Thursday, January 17 Mass at 5:30pm and 
/will hear confessions (6:15–7:00pm).  All other weekday Masses that week will be cancelled. Vespers 
will be held on Tuesday, January 15 (6:30pm) and a Prayer Service for Life with the school will be held 
on Friday, January 18 (8:30am). 
  
Vespers 
Solemn Vespers (chanted Evening Prayer) will be celebrated on Tuesday, January 15 at 6:30pm. (The 
term “Vespers” is derived from the Latin vespers, which means “evening.”) Vespers or Evening Prayer is 
part of the Liturgy of the Hours, the official prayer of the Church that consists of the Psalms and other 
biblical readings.  
The chanting of Vespers is a beautiful celebration that enables to meditate more deeply upon the Word of 
God, and to extend our thanksgiving that flows from the Eucharist. Vespers lasts approximately 30 
minutes and does not require fasting beforehand. 
  
March for Life Prayer Service 
Parishioners are invited to join the students of Saint Benedict School for a pro-life prayer service on 
Friday, January 18 at 8:30am. Please note that Mass will not be celebrated on that day. 
  
March for Life – Bus Information 
MARCH FOR LIFE RALLY IN WASHINGTON DC; Friday, January 18, 2019. For the 36th 
consecutive year, the Knights of Columbus will provide FREE bus transportation for people in the 
Richmond metropolitan area to attend the 46th annual March for Life Rally in Washington DC, on Friday, 
January 18, 2019.  For more information about the various locations for Charter Buses, please see the 
attached flyer.  
  
Monday, January 21 



In observance of Martin Luther King Day, the church office will be closed on Monday, January 21. 
This is a Diocesan-wide holiday.  
  
Day of Penance  
Tuesday, January 22 is the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children. This marks the 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade (1973), the Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion in the United 
States. Since January 23 is a Day of Penance, all Catholics are required to undertake some form of 
penance in reparation for sins against human dignity, particularly abortion. Penance can include fasting, 
abstaining from eating meat, performing works of charity, and/or spending extra time in prayer. 
  
A Mass for Giving Thanks to God for the Gift of Human Life 
A Mass for Giving Thanks to God for the Gift of Human Life will be celebrated on Tuesday, January 22 
at 7:00pm.Parishioners are encouraged to attend. (This will be in place of the 5:30pm Mass that day).  It 
is especially important for parishioners to pray for an end to the scourge of abortion, as two abortion 
clinics are located within the boundaries of Saint Benedict parish. 
  
Presentation of the Lord  
A Mass for the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord will be celebrated on Saturday, February 2 at 
5:30pm. Please note that this Mass fulfills the Sunday obligation. According to Church law, Catholics in 
the United States fulfill the Sunday obligation by attending any Mass between 4:00pm on Saturday and 
11:59pm on Sunday (Code of Canon Law, canon 1248 §1). Furthermore, although the Mass celebrated on 
Saturdays is typically the anticipated (vigil) Mass for Sunday, this is not a requirement; the Mass of the 
day is also permitted.  
  
Bishop Knestout and the Blessing of Throats  
Bishop Barry C. Knestout will celebrate the 11:00am Mass on Saturday, February 3. The blessing of 
throats will take place at this Mass as well as at the 8:30am Mass (but not the 5:30pm Mass).  
According to tradition, Saint Blaise, a bishop and martyr of the early Church (died circa 316 A.D.), 
miraculously dislodged a fish bone that was choking a child. Since then, the Church has invoked his 
intercession against all diseases of the throat.  
  
Rite of Acceptance  
The parish will celebrate the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens on Tuesday, February 5 
at 6:30pm (following the 5:30pm Mass). This Rite of Acceptance formally acknowledges and welcomes 
unbaptized adults who are preparing to receive the Sacraments of Christian Initiation: Baptism, 
Confirmation, and the Eucharist. Through the Rite of Acceptance, those preparing to receive these three 
sacraments will become “catechumens” (literally, “hearers”) of the Word of God. The Rite of Acceptance 
is not a Mass but rather a Liturgy of the Word followed by the giving of the Sign of the Cross and 
intercessions for the catechumens. All parishioners are welcome to attend, in order to support those 
preparing to enter the Church at Easter. 
  
Parish Clean-Up Day 
Indoor Edition 



A Parish Clean-Up Day will take place on Saturday, February 16 from 9:00am to 12:00N. The focus of 
the day will be on cleaning the inside of the church. Parishioners of all ages are encouraged to participate. 
Those interested may sign up on the homepage of the parish website: https://www.saintbenedictparish.org 
. 
  
A Bit of Thanks 
Volunteer Reception  
“I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you, praying always with joy in my every prayer for 
all of you, because of your partnership for the gospel from the first day until now” (Philippians 1:3–5).  
In thanksgiving for all parish volunteers, there will be a holy hour, featuring Solemn Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, onTuesday, February 26 at 5:30pm. A reception will follow at 6:30pm. All parish 
volunteers are invited to attend, and are asked to RSVP to Ida O’Leary (ioleary@saintbenedictparish.org) 
by February 19.  
  
Religious Education 
Religious Education K-12   
Religious Education for grades Kindergarten through 5th, Edge (6th-8th) and The Rule (9th-12th) 
continues this Wednesday, January 16th. K-5 will meet in their regular locations from 6:30-7:30pm 
with aftercare provided until 8:00pm for those with parents in the choir or siblings in Edge or The Rule.  
  
Edge (6th-8th grades) will meet in the St. Anselm Hall from 6:30-8:00pm. The Rule (9th-12th grades) 
will meet in the Parish Center from 6:30-8:00pm.  
  
Confirmation  
The Confirmation retreat will take place on Saturday, January 26th from 10:00am to 3:00pm at the lake 
house at St. Michael Catholic Church. Drop-off and pick-up is at St. Michael’s. Please submit a 
permission form in advance since it is an off-site event. Lunch included.  
  
Dr. William McKenna Presentation  
We are excited to welcome back Dr. William McKenna, Psy.D., on Wednesday, January 30th at 
6:30pm who will offer a presentation on communication between parents and their children. The 
presentation will take place in the library on the 3rd floor of St. Benedict Catholic School and is open to 
all adults within the parish. Dr. McKenna is a Licensed Clinical Psychologist and a partner at The 
Westwood Group. He earned his masters and doctoral degree from the Institute for the Psychological 
Sciences, a Catholic psychological teaching institution. He is a native of Richmond, graduating from 
Benedictine High School and Belmont Abbey College.  
  
RCIA  
Do You Know Someone Who Wants to Become a Catholic? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA), the process for entering the Catholic Church, is ongoing. Sessions are held approximately every 
other Tuesday from 6:30 to 7:30pm in the Parish Center. RCIA is now open for adults of the parish to 
audit, with the focus of the class remaining on those in the RCIA process. The next class is on Mariology 
on January 8th. Please see the parish website for details on the materials and to find a schedule.  

https://www.saintbenedictparish.org/


   
Retreat for Married Couples  
On Saturday, February 23rd, from 9:00am to 12:30pm, the parish will host a retreat for married couples 
title “My Lover Speaks.” This event will help deepen your prayer life as a married couple. Childcare will 
be provided. Couples are asked to RSVP to Kevin Corcoran (kcorcoran@saintbenedictparish.org), 
Director of Evangelization and Catechesis by February 17th. The cost is $10.00 per couple. Registration 
with coffee and doughnuts will be at 8:30am; the retreat will begin at 9:00am.  
  
RVAConnect (Young Adults)  
The Spring Calendar is now available on the parish website, side porch, or email connectrva@gmail.com. 
Each month RVAConnect takes part in the regional Theology on Tap on the First Monday of the Month, 
holds Tolle Lege Book Study on thesecond Thursday of the Month, and partakes in the Regional Young 
Adult Social in the second half of every month. Please see the calendar for more details.  
   
Young Adult Regional Social  
In the second half of every month, regional young adults groups join for a social gathering. The 
January Regional Young Adult Social will be on Friday, January 25th at The Circuit Arcade and bar in 
Scott's Addition. Meet at 7:00pm at The Circuit and look for those with a young adult name tag. Come for 
a casual evening of interacting with other area young adults, maybe play a few rounds of skee ball, and be 
sure to pour yourself one of the over 40 beers on the self-pouring taps.  
  
Theology on Tap,  
Richmond Theology on Tap is held on the first Monday of each month at Kitchen 64, 3336 N Boulevard, 
Richmond, VA 23227.  While Theology on Tap is traditionally a Catholic young adult event, we welcome 
singles and married people of all faith backgrounds to attend. Doors open at 6:30. Food and beverages 
need to be purchased by guest by 7:15pm. Talks are to start at 7:30 pm and end with a Q&A at 8:30 pm. 
The next Theology on Tap will be on Monday, February 4th.  
  
Tolle Lege, Thursday, February 7th  
The Foundations of Spiritual Discernment.  
Tolle Lege has a new starting time of 6:30pm so that we can go out to dinner after in nearby Carytown or 
local restaurant.   
  
This series addresses the foundations of spiritual discernment - the steps needed in order to discern what 
the Lord may be calling you to. Young Adulthood is a time of major life decisions, come discuss out how 
to lay the foundation that leads to listening and acting on what the Lord is calling you to.   
  
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook! Email Connectrva@gmail.com for more information, to join our 
mailing list, and to receive the current schedule.  
  
Book Study Group  
A book study group meets on approximately the second and fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm in the 
St. Gregory room of the Parish Center. The current book is A Catholic Introduction to the Bible: The Old 



Testament by John Bergsma and Brant Pitre. All adults are welcome! Please purchase a book individually 
online or contact Kevin Corcoran to purchase. Contact Rebecca Hickman at rehickman@comcast.net or at 
804-212-4786 for more information.  
  
Contact  
For more information, please contact Kevin Corcoran, the director of Evangelization and Catechesis 
(kcorcoran@saintbenedictparish.org).  
   
Lily of the Holy Trinity Women's Society 
The Lily of the Holy Trinity Women's Society will have their monthly gathering on Sunday, January 13, 
2019 in the Parish Center at 12:30 PM. We would like to invite all women of the Parish to join us for fun, 
food. fellowship, and discussion of parish activities.  
  
Knights of Columbus Fraternal Benefits Open House  
Tuesday, January 22, 2019 at 6:30PM - Saint Anselm Hall at St Benedict School 
The Knights of Columbus invite you to join them as Nick Abbate presents the fraternal benefits available 
to all Knights* and you and your spouse enjoy gourmet pizza, refreshments, and fellowship.  Food & 
drink will be provided from 6:45 onward with the presentation staring at 7:00.  This is a great event to 
include Catholic couples who may not be familiar with the Knights of Columbus or the products available 
exclusively through the Knights of Columbus.   Please RSVP at 757-495-1492 by Monday, January 21, 
2019 
  
Safe Environment Requirements 
VIRTUS REMINDER! 
You are responsible for keeping your VIRTUS account up to date.  Please be responsive to the monthly 
email updates and newsletters that VIRTUS sends you.  Remember that you MUST read the newsletter 
and indicate such EVERY SINGLE MONTH.  The Diocese monitors these accounts often and if you are 
defunct in your reading, they will suspend your account!  We value your volunteer services and don't 
want to lose you!!    Please be proactive in ensuring that your account is active and that we remain 
compliant with the Diocesan Safe-Environment Regulations.  If you have any questions pertaining to this 
or volunteer opportunities, please contact Ida B. at ioleary@saintbenedictparish.org.  
  
Hospitality! 
All are Welcome!  
Remember!  After our Sunday morning Masses there will be time to gather and talk with other 
parishioners in the Parish Center while enjoying a bit of light refreshment. Hospitality after the 8:30 and 
11:00am Masses will include coffee and baked goods.  On the second Saturday of every month there is 
hospitality after the 5:30pm Mass – which includes hors d’oeuvres, deserts, wine and other beverages.  
NOTE!   There IS hospitality this Saturday night, January 12 after the 5:30pm Mass!  All are 
welcome for the always lovely affair!  There is NOT hospitality this Sunday, January 13 after either 
Mass.  
  
Weekday Church Availability 



In order to ensure the safety of parishioners and the security of the parish campus, during the week, the 
church will be closed from 4:00pm, when the office closes, until the sacristan arrives to set up for the 
5:30pm Mass. On a normal weekdays, the church is available for prayer during normal business hours: 
Monday through Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm.  In order to gain access to the church during these times, 
please ring the bell in the courtyard outside the side porch.  
  
Homebound a Bit? 
If you happen to be going into the hospital or if you know of a parishioner who is in the hospital, 
homebound, or unable to attend church any longer please let me know.  We have no way of knowing if 
our parishioners have fallen ill and need a pastoral visit from Fr. Tony unless we are informed.  So please 
keep me in the loop! Call or email me and when you do, be sure to make sure you leave your name and 
number so that I can contact you for details if necessary.  THANKS so much!! 
  
After Hours EMERGENCY!? 
If you ever find there is an emergency in which you need a priest IMMEDIATELY – you can call 
804-254-0887.  This is an emergency answering service that will get in touch with Fr. Tony right away.  
  
A Solemn Bit.  
Remember, in our parish bulletin, weekly – we publish a list of parishioners for whom we pray - both sick 
and deceased.  Please be sure to pick up a parish bulletin and perhaps keep the list near your prayer book 
so, during the week you can offer up prayers for those who are dear to us.  You can also access our parish 
bulletin through this website:  http://discovermass.com/church/st-benedict-richmond-va/. 
  
While we try to retain people on the sick list as long as necessary, many people place names on the list 
and never have them removed.   If you have added someone to the sick list that can be removed, please let 
me know so that we know who to pray for. THANK YOU! 
  
A bit of administrative housekeeping 
2018 Tax letter!!  
Your donations for 2018 needed to be dated and postmarked no later than December 31, 2018 in order to 
be acknowledged by Saint Benedict Catholic Church as donations in 2018 for income tax purposes. You 
will receive a letter detailing your donations for 2018 at the end of January 2019.  Any donations received 
now will be recorded in this year/2019.  
  
Contribution Envelope Information!! 
The next set of quarterly envelopes (for April, May and June) will go out at the end of March. 
  
If you didn’t get your envelopes, lost them or forget your contribution envelope and you are paying with a 
check, simply write your envelope number (if you remember it) in the Memo section of the check and 
fold it and drop it in the collection basket.  You do not need to use one of the “Welcome” envelopes 
unless you are contributing with cash. 
  
eGiving 

http://discovermass.com/church/st-benedict-richmond-va/


If you contribute through e-Giving and prefer to not receive contribution envelopes anymore, please let 
me know.  If you are not enrolled in e-Giving and would prefer to tithe in this manner visit our website 
www.saintbenedictparish.org and click on the “e-Giving” box on the bottom right corner of webpage.  If 
you are enrolled in e-Giving, it is recommended that you check your account on a regular basis in order to 
review your selections as sometimes recurring may have an end date, which you may want to extend.  
  
Address Change? 
Please try to keep me “in the know” if you have changes to your address or phone number.  If you move – 
you will need to inform me of your new address so I can make the change in our database.  Similarly, 
please let me know if your email address will be changing.  Along these same lines, in an effort to keep 
our database current, if you move to another state or parish and will no longer be attending Saint 
Benedict, you will want to inform me of this so I can de-activate your membership.  
  
A Website BIT 
Visit our Website! 
We have a wonderful Website that provides a lot of up-to date information.  Bookmark it and check it 
often! http://www.saintbenedictparish.org .  Note that if there is any change to the daily Mass schedule, 
this will be posted on the homepage (along with your receiving an update from me).  
  
A Bit More? 
Have a look at the Bulletin on-line! 
Did you know that the parish bulletin is available on-line at www.discovermass.com. Through this site, 
you can also sign up to receive the bulletin via email weekly.  Please remember to look at the bulletin 
every week!  While my email provides most highlights and I try to include reminders of important events 
and such, it is but a secondary resource to the primary resource of the bulletin and announcements at the 
beginning of Mass!  
  
To get the BITS or not… your choice! 
If you know of anyone that wishes to receive these emails, please pass my email along to them and tell 
them to send me an email that requests that I place them on the distribution list.  If you prefer 
NOT to receive these emails anymore, please let me know so I can remove you from our Parish 
distribution list.  
  
Find us on Social Networks!! 
Follow Saint Benedict Catholic Church on Facebook and Instagram! 
Our community life and evangelistic efforts will be greatly aided by the use of social networking.  Please 
look for Saint Benedict's on Facebook at: facebook.com/StBenedictRVA/; and follow us on Instagram: 
@stbenedict_RVA.  When you find us, be sure to like and share our posts! 
  
A little funny.. 
What is it called when a snowman has a temper tantrum? 
A meltdown. 
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